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lirai. enougli as the songs of thecir Larks and Thruslws bring to mind
,childhlooed's happy Liours, and other ldndre& -ssociations. Stili
finit is no reatsoni Wh1Y thecy slîould libel our birds as no singers.
As songsters the birds of C'n o ompare very favourably with
those of .Europe, and in point of variety and bèauty of plumage they
far excel themn. As yet thecy are placed at great dlisadvantagebin
strangers to the maiay, and being linowvn onily to ftic few, while
those of Europe have not only been voluminously wvritten upon by
Zoo(oist., but immnortalizedl by poets as well. The people, too, of
E1-urope have the gooci taste adu mnt t stucly Mtuiral I-Iisory,
a brandi of education that is mucli ove2,.loolzcd in this country.
.21 iotIter reason why the birdls of 1Europe are by mlany consiclered flic
Lest singers, is because fhecy frequent flic hedgcs and open fields~,
-wlich bring themi under more genieral observation, whIfe most of
our song birds inhlabit tic deep shades of the forcst, and are couse-
quently, seldom seen or icard." lIt is tierefore in soi-ne measure
te, f111 up this ex.-isting vacancy that we give these Sketches of Genea-
dian birds to tic public, hoping that somne mnore able and cloquent
poin may soon be employed in giviing this interesting subjeet the
justice *whicli its lisefulness axüd importance detriands.' The fa-
erecil race have ani important office assigned fo themi, for m'vhichi tlîey
are admirably fittedl by thie iand of nature, and well (Io they f111
tiiei appointedl taslis, and exercise the talents committed te, their
trust. Let us considter thc facets, the )iayle and tic Hawk prey
muci. on small animais, -which if Ieft to increase would dIo vast in-
jury te fie crops ard perlîaps rendler vain tic labour of the Ayri-
cudturist. Tiheftr and fie 6'arrio. Crair dleliýght te, feed upon
Iilthy and decayed mnatter, W-hich, if neot thius renoveil, r.OUlM tainit
thez afmosphere, and render thaf vital elemnent a prolifie source of
disease and denti. Thc numecrous small. birds, %vii frequent our
:fieldls and gardens, and ftic différent specieS of Sivalloi.9, which on
tireless wings, pursue tlicir inseet prcy througi flic pathless air,
frein early morn unfil tic dusk of the evening, destroy a vast mul-
titude of inseets. -çièh, if allowed fo remnain and increase ticir
numbers, -%ould net enly Le a greaf source of annoyance te man-
lkind by rendering fie air aimost nbreathiable, but would,
cventually destroy cvery green thing, and change tic niest beaufi-
fui and fertile regiens into a barre-n a-.nc desolate waste. But Le-
sides this, by ficir varicd plumage, they adorn and enliven tic
landscape, and flic sweet melody of thieir veices miaies tic wildcr-
niess rejeice, and renders glad tie solifary places. The varions
ways, ini whici niany eChers of flic feathered tribes contribuf e te,
tie comfort and happiness of man, is obvious te ail intelligent per-
sons, and need net here bc dilated upon, suffice te, say, that fie ser-
vice rendered by eur wild irds, te, the farmers ef Canada is whelly
indispensible. It is true finit some birds are inisciievous and
sonietimes commit serions depredatiens,, among the domestie
fowls, upon the newly-sown :fields auJ ameng fie garden seeds and

rlipe fruit; but for ail this, as we have endcavoured to, shew, they
make ample compensation. About a hundred different species of
,wild birds, yearly visif, or permanentiy remain upon the sheres or
in fie rural districts of IWetern. Canada. Tiiese representevery


