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Suice the photliclcorrelations that Mr. Fletcher
finds so iinis]caiiîîgi( are largely based on the evideiîce of
fossil plants ;and since he does nie the honor to mention
iny opinions regarli ng the equi\,aients of several of the
Upper 1Pakeozoic formations, 1 lierein present soinewhat
mnore de tin itely the pclakeontologieal evidence as secin frin
iy owni staîîdpoint. At the sa ine tinie a seeniing discrep-
anuy Letweeîî o1e of i correlations and that of the saine
flora by Mr. Kidston, whoni Mr. Fletcher also quotes, will
Le explaiîîcd.

Froîn the ouLset it înust Le »orne in iimnci that I per-
sonal]y have îîot visited tHe region ini question, an(I the
views expresseil regarding the ages of several of He Nova
Scotia plant Lods are based exclnsivcly on palicoîtological
evideîîce, iîîterpreted iii aceordance with our Içnowledge of
the fn'ssi fliras of the Appalachiaîî prov'ince or of Europe.
Lleasoniîîg fri the observed vertical aîîd horizonttal dis-
tribution lmtlî of idetîtical and of related -enera and
species, aîîd especially f roi the stratigraphical occurrenîce
of identical or essentially identical floras, I shall state (1)
what, ini iny jiidgmeiit, are the approxiliate positions of
the resl)ective planît Lods as îîaturally indicated by the
floras, arnd (2) the maximum of tinie latitude within which
the floras should fali. The dorrelations are theoretical,
and miay Le slightly inodified by local stratigraphical
conditions. Sueh a miethod is liable to error, but the
errors, if the conclusions are Lased on ample fossil mate-
rial, should fail within reasoilalle limiits of proximity to
the truth. Surely the coefficient of error should îlot be so
great as to permit an entire geological period to intervene
between its pahieontologicall'y theoretical position and its
actual place.

Onlly those portions of the formations actually furnish-
ing the plant material are ineluded ini tliis discussion. It
is conceîved that the tirne interval represented by one or
more of the enormously thickz subdivisions of the Nova


