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for man to be alone, he ucoepted the
suggesiion of the good book and his father's
example and took nnto himself a young
English woman as a help.-meet. Since
then he has returued to first principles
and the parental acres, where he may still
be found unalysing his after dinner
thoughts, between the naps in which he
inculges in *‘ the 0.d wrm chair.”,
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WASHINGTON 002\.7 VENTION.

“TWENTY.-THIRD CONVENTION OF
NORTH AMERICAN BEEKEEPERS'
ASSOCIATION.

The annual Convention of this Assozia.

tion mét at Washington on December 27th, -

-28th and 29:h. The President, Mr. Eagene
Seoor, took the chiir2t2 pm. Me. WiZ.

Hutchineon, of - the Beekeeper's Review, -

aoted a8 Secretary. Other members pres.
ent were Messrs. Frank and Ralpk Benton,
.of Washington D. C:; Charles Quillett,

West Chester, Pa.; R. F. Holtermann, -

‘Beantford, O1t. ; E. W, Pitman, Center-
ville, Va.; W. HislopyOatario; R.F. Will,
.8>ath River, M4 .; H, E. Bliss, W. Wins-
field, N.Y.; W. 8. Kemp, Farmington, Pa.;
R. Ebery, Strasburg, Va.; T. F. Kiag,
‘Landover, Mi.;' A. H. Draper. Upper
Altou, Iil. ; G, W. York, Chicago, Ill; A,
0. Hper, Washiagion, D. C.; C. D.
.Davall, Spencerville, Va.; Mrs. ¢, H.
Martin, Yonkers, N, Y.; G. W. Sharpless,
‘Linden Geave, Pu.; G. W. Porter, Char.
‘lotte-ille, Vi.; A. [. Ryot, Medina, O, ; E.
R. Raot, and some others. The meeting
was not verv larg-ly attended, though there
‘wag a very suhstantial sprinkling of repre-
-gentative men present. :
Soms preliminary work being completed,
the Pre:ii-nt rend his opening address as

PRe<IDENT'S ADDRESS.

"1 wish, first . f ail, to e!_Dl’ell my sense
of graritud - to the ull m -reifal Father who
‘has purmi ¢ d os 1) see each ethers’ faces
again at en- annun! meeting.

So fur «s [ kn.w, no member of this

society has beew called § ornsa the silent
-river since Inv <6 m=t. - Abuadang lahors
and ios.dius dis-uss m.y have enfeebled
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some of our honored veterans, and deprived
us of the pleasure of their presence and
oounsel, yet I am thankfal that they still
live, and their interest in apicultire will
turn their thoughts towards shis con-
vention. .

One of the pleasant features of an
organized association is the thoyght of
meeting kindred spirits and renewing old,
or forming new friendships. The op-
portunities which these meetings afford for
gocial intercourse and pars:nal acquaint-
ance should not b: lightly thrown aside.
Life loag attachments are created which
are cheering and helpful to many a pilgrim
as he nears the sun down of life.  These
meetings, too, bring us face to iface with
shose whose writings we have read, and I
opine thas, after we have become acquaint.
ed with a writer, we know what value to
place on his dictum.

Those who believe that beekeepars’ con-
ventions are only valuable in proportion to
the number and length of the discussions

-on technical subjects, have failed to take

in%o acoount the sosial part of our nature
and the benefits to be derived from a closer
personal ocontact with shose who have
achieved sucocess in the same line of work.

Ouar meeting in this city is opportune.
We are enabled by records and models in
the Patent Office t0 learn what soience and
iavention have done in the lass forty years.
for the pursuit which we represent. Ia-
deed it will not be- boasting f wo assers
shas in the pariod named, more progress
has been made :io the fleld of pra: tical
apiculture than in a'l previous recorded
time. Bomse interesting and important
facte relating to the natural history of the
honey bee had been known for a lung time,
but they were facts which were not pue-
ticularly valuable to the honey producer

‘uatit the invention of the movable frame

hive. The improvements which followed
in rapid succession mate a mew era in
beekecping. Until then it was ail wacer-
taiu and uaremomerative employment.
When the caravans of the East took boney
a8 an ar:iole of marchandise from the land
of Aseyria to Egypt, they probabiy got
their supply from she mouantain oaves,
where the wild bees, in favorable years,
had stored & surplus, But I have no ides
th«# any one in ths great ocities 5f the
aucients ever got & taste of it except the
rich.

F llowing the invention ef the Lwxngs-
truth bive came the extfa tor, the rection

h ney-box and comb foundution —3te last

two, in my opinion, &5 oportani #8 any.
thing ever given to beexeepers. = The
sestion-box has popularizel honay to such
8 extent Jittle known or dreamed " & haif
century ago. Inetead ot th- large un s1cidy



