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POETRY.

THIRD SUNDAYAFPTEREPRPIPHANTY.
By Bishop Heber.
By cool Siloam’s shady rill
How sweet thelily grows !
How sweet the breath beneath the hill
©Of Sharon’s dewy rose !

Lo! such the child whose early feet
The paths of peace have trod ;

‘Whose secret heart, with influence sweet,
Isupward drawn to God!

By cool Siloam’s shady rill
Tha lily must decay ;

The rose that blooms beneath the hitl
Must shortly fade away.

And soan, teo soon, the wintry hour
Of inan’s maturer age
Will shake the soul with sorrew’s power,
And stormy passion’s rage ! '
O Thou, whose infant feet were found
Within thy Father’s shrine ! S
Whose years, with changeless virtue crown’
Were all alike divine, '

- Dependant on thy bounteous beeath,

Weseek thy grace aloue,
. In.childhood, manhood, age, and death,

To keep us still thine own!
S
From the British Critic.

———

COMPARATIVE EXCELLENCE OF EXTEMPORE AND WRITTEN
' DPISCOUBSES. :

"'The question is, not whether a man should be able
to preach extempore, but whether he is wise to preach
“extempore ; not whether he possesses what are called
“the : but whether he is prudent and judicious in
using thern. Now, between a sermon which showld be
, rmﬂg extemporaneons, and a sermon which should be
really premedituted, the balance is easily struck. It
js the same, in fact, as the question, Whether sound
religion: is likely to be the result of patient and seri-
“ous thought, or of unprepared and passionale utter-
-gmee. INé nan will venture to gssert, that delibera-
tibh and researchare useless and vslueless, unless he|
“pretends that he can insure immediate and extraordi-
‘anry impulses from the Hory SririT—a pretension
- thich no-man, we presume, is now rash enmough and
blasphemous enough to make. Except in acase of
peculiat and préssing emergency, a sermon really ex-
temporaneous would be an insult to a Christian con~
-gregation, and an offénce against Heaven.
Rowland Hill might have beem an extempore
preacher: Robert Hall certainly was not. He is
“knowan to have delivered the same sermon, word for
wotd, after an interval of four years; so retenlive was
bis -memory ; so fixed and consecutive werae his
thoughts. Of Massillon it is related, as Mr. Gresley
téils us, that he delivered his most celebrated diseour-
-#es 4gain and again, after a regular ammouncement, to
‘wudiencey who flocked for the express purpose of hear-
‘fug them. ' And there were men, who enjoyed White-
“B¢1d% harangues the second time more than the first;
‘Versnse, upon & repetition, h's delivery was mare
}fo:;q;fpl, inasmueh as his recollection was store per-
il ‘ . H . B H > )
‘Theé 'question, then, of real extemporanecusness
‘being disposed of, there comes the question, Whether
mich s to be agcrificed to the semblance, when e-
vary wise man would deplore the veality.? To aflirm
that ‘s ministér should nevérspeak any thing off hand,
if circuthstances should arise at the moment among
his congregation, is, of course, as'idle as to assert that,
in general, he should inculcate religion without having
})revib\\kly considered what he was foing tosay. Per-
iaps, too, the inquiries’ will not adwit ofone univers
sal solution, if we ask whether it is better for a man
to write the sermon down, and preach from the copy;
or o prepare it, fo learn it by heart, and then preach
it from memory, and without book; or to have mere~

et

ly the scheme and outline of the sermon before bim,
filling up the canvas on the spur of the oceasion,

pertinence and force. Different modes are adapted (o
different pericds. Our own day would reject the
homely plainness of Latimer. And eur op:nion is,
that extemporaneous preaching more properly belongs

audience— or, 8t least, to persons more accustomed to
fee?than to think ; apt to be affected by bursts of pas-
sion, rather than able to follow up the thread of an
argumect. But, as educationintroduees more of ac-
curacy and depth ; as men are trained to habits of
more philosophical reflection, and learn to read and
judge for themselves, we venture to prophesy that im-
promtu harangues, together with all the common ar-
titices dand devices of oratory, will be more and more
discouraged. We say artifices and devices, for ea-
temporaneous preaching is very often a mere fraud or
trick. It carries with it a greater appearance of na-
ture and reality: but, in point of fact, the one mode
is quite as elaborateand artificial a thing as the other.
The title of extemporaneous preaching is & misno-
mer: for we have seen, that an actually unpremedi~
tated address, delivered on any great doctrine of reli-
gion, without previous thought, must be either inspis
ration or thapsody. Robert Hall and many others
draw instances and comparisons from the senate and
the bar. But how little axtemporaneous speaking is
there either in the houses of parliament, or in courts
of law. A man either comes prepared, if he opens
debate; or ke answers a preceding speaker, whose
arguments, whether he notes them down or not, serve
as landmarks to hismind. And at the bar, if a plead-
er really speaks extempore, it is from his carelessness
in not taking the trouble to read his brief. Such an
advocate is not altogether likely to do justice to his
client.

Still, it is contended, the appearance ought to count.
And we bave allowed, that we would not insist upon
the slavish and irksome constraint, that a man is ne.
ver to say more (ban is set down before him, e al-
low toa, that, although to preach a written sermon may
be the safer plan, to fire off an unwritten one may be
the more effective. And, certainly, the best style of
speaking is a hiﬁher and more impressive effort than
the most graceful recitation of a discourse, which the
congregation sees to be lairly transcribed upon paper,
instead of fancying to come warm fiom the heart.
Bat the other scale preponderates, when we set the
possibility of brilliaot success against the probability
of serious mischief.
~ One greatargument for the {so called) extempo-
raneous mode of preaching is, that the written dis-
course, whether lying on the cushion, or held in the
hand, acts as a non-conduetor of persuasion between
the preacher and his audience. e might doubt,
perhaps, whether this is the ease, where the hearers
come with right wiinds and proper dispositions, &nd
have formed to themselves a trua notion of the ordi
nance of preaching, and the aim of pulpit ministra-
tions. The minister of the Gospel is, in truth, a
teacher, rather than dfierator: and it is the business
ol a eongregation to listen {o him with a view of be-.
ing instructed, rather than being excited. And here
we might remark, that the worshippers in a church
donotconstitute a deliberative assembly,although even
in some deliberative assemblies,—in Franee, for in-
stance, —the unwritten is preferred fo the written;
and, we might ask, whether, in attending upon o
course of lectures upon any scierce, or any depart-
ment of phi'osophy, men would be wise to insist, or
expect, that the fecturer should-address them witbout
having beforeband eommitted his observations to pa-
per. But we will allow that the circumstances are
Rot quite parailel: we will allow that the hearers in
ihe temple of Gop require to be persvaded as well as
1sught,—to be roused as well as reminded. We
gute deny, howevér, that it is not possible quile suffi-
ciently to rouse and stimulaie an audience, not indeed
by ihe monatonous, vunitnpressive, unimpassioncd
reading, but by the emphatic delivery of a written
discourse :— by recovering, in fret, and exkibiting,
and_ therefore by communieating—and what is more
paturs] than this process 7—the szme glow in utter-
ing, which was felt in writing it. The objection

way still be urged, that mest wen, and most women,

The precedents drawn in (avor of extemporaneous
preaching from earlier times, apd the practice of the energy and power in appesh which they believe to be
Reformers, are qnite destitute as, we conceive, of exteuwporanaous,

to an unpolished age, to an uafastidious, uncultivated|

'in the lower cla:ses more especially, like that »
ipreacher should speek to them, rather than he should
lread to them; and that they find, or imegine, more
It may be so; probably, it is so: —
but the question recurs, whether this is the souudess
and healthiest state of things: and whether a religious
system based upon any such exciten.ent has not rote
tenness at its foundation. :

Our inference, then, is, upon the whole, thst ex~:
tempersneous preaehing ought te be the exceptions:
and not the rule; and that for alarge body, cowpric
sing many thousands of men, possessed of the aver’
age amount of ability and discretion, it is far bettes
to write the sermon, and preach from the written ser |
mon, than either to vent what happens to come at the
moment into the mind, or totrust, without any neces=
sity whatever, to the powers of the memory. The
former of these alternatives is obviously to be depre~
cated; for wbo, that has ever thought sericusly upes
the subject, wants, or could endure, an imprevisatore
in the pulpit 2 For the next thing is, of necessity, 1o
have 2 mountebark in the pulpit. And as to the late
ter alternative, & minister or curate of a parish, who
does his duty, will oftan have ne time, first to writé
down his sermons, and then to learn them by hear$:
that he may preach them as unwritien 3 and to exe:
act orencourage any such course, would be to give !
a vast and most unfair advantage over the diligent:
Parish priest, to a declaimer, who has either no pae
rochial functions, or who slurs them over, that hLe
may display himself and his eloquence with the greate
ter effect.

(To be concluded in our next.)

Noble Ezample of Missionary Spirit. ~We legrs
from one of our London papers that the Rev. Dr. An~
drew Reed, whose name in connexzion with his visit to
this country, last year, as a delegate of the Congrega-
tianalists of England, is familiar to our readers, has of=
fered himself as a missionary to China, or to any othef
part of the world.  His Church ase unwilling to paré
with bim, and his brethren in the Ministry, it is said,
are of opinion that he may be as useful, §if not more
useful, at home than abroad. Whether the expression
of their opinions will probably induce him to remsis
in London, we have no means of judging. Doctor R.
must now be not far {rom sixty years of age, and sur
rounded in his present situation, by all thut can make
lite pleasant, his determination to devote himself 10
Missionary labours among the heathen is indeed a raré
example of Christian heroism.—N. Y. Obs. ‘

BELCHER’S ALMANACKS, 1836.
(Second Edition.)

1.
The FaBMer’s ALMANACE, containing every thing ne~

cessary for an Almanack, and a great variety of othef
matters. '

I ot

The Nova-Scoria Tewm plnm\xcs ALMANACK, contais”
ing the Calendar for Nova-Scotia and a variety of informs~
tion on the subject of Temperance. !
(7= The above are corrected to 31st December last.

C.H. BELCHER.
Halifax, January 9, 1836.
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