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Davte JÉasmith,
-r. n. c. AXN C. C. R. C.

Some time ago we presented a portrait of
this rider, but as it was hardly so good a
one as lie deserves, we have all along intended
to publish another, which, we trust, will be
more like the original Dave. His success in
securing the first two bars of the new Century
Road Club of Canada seens, therefore, to
present an appropriate occasion to carry out
our design, and w- have mucli pleasure in
presenting to our readers the portrait on the
first page of this issue of CYCLING.

J-gis econd Gentury.

Dave Nasmitlh, of the Torontos, clains
the second Century Bar from the new C.R.
C.C., he having ridden to Port Perry and
back on Thursday last. fie left the city at
3.2( a.m., reaching Port Perry at 12.50.
After dinner and a rest lie rode back to
\Wh.itby for tea, and thence to the city,
where he arrived at 9.25. He reports the
roads as being very bad-in soine places
almost impassable.

One of our American contemporaries is
laboring under the impression that Dave s
ride on the 6th ult. was the 6rst century ride
undertaken in Canada. Such, however, is
not the case, as it lias been the custom for
some years of several Canadian clubs-not-
ably the Wanderers and Torontos-to hold
annual century runs, whilch are participated
in by from fifteen to twenty members of the
clu) on each occasion. 'lle century run of
the 6th ult. was mercly the first under the
auspices of the new Century Road Club of
Canada.

JI Fairy tale from Oregori.

Many are the queer undertakings and pe-
culhar feats that have been performed tlrough
the medium of the wheel, and for that reason
it is liard to believe anx thumg impocsib:e ;
but the followng paragrapli from a Portland,
Oregon, paper would cause suspicion to
creep into the miind of even the nost creidu-
lous: " Mrs. Mary Robeson, of Hubbard,
Clackarras Couunty, intends to start on a
bicycle touir across the continent as soon as
the weather will pernit. Slhe will start from
Portland, and New York will be lier destina-
tion. She will carry a flag which will be
dipped in the Pacific and Atlantic oceans,
and will then be sent to the WX'orld's Fair
and put on exhibition. A S6,ooo fund is

being riised to defray lier expenses. Mrs.
Robeson is somewhat of a bicycle rider, and
says she is confident that she will beat the
record. She lias not decided whether she
will ride astride or not. She is fifty-six years
old, and has eight children living in Clacka-
mas County. The oldest is a daughter of
thirty-six years and the youngest a girl (.f
sixteen." The statement that she has not
decided wvhether she will ride astride or not
is good, and proves the storv to bé a fairy
tale.-The [V/eel.

JI Jew Idea in Bicycle Railways.

A. H. Hotchkiss lias mnvented a novel
bicycle railway, which he intends to put in
operation Ietweeii Mount Holly and Smith-
ville, N.J. The road bed is a framework
resembling an ordinary board fence, on top
of which is a steel T rail, on which the
grooved wht el of the bicycle runs. A brace
run extends down on either side of the fence,
on the end of which is a wheel that runs
along the bottom board of the fence and pre-
vents the machine from overturning.

Each bicycle will carry one or two per-
sons. and the machines are easily propelled
as there is but little friction. The tnp be-
tween the.two places can be made in seven
minutes; and as there is considerable travel
eaclh way daily it is the general belief that
the road will be profitable.-The Wheel.

About Ciearing·

" Why, oh, why will makers adopt such a
conbination as 28-inch driving wheels and a
standard gear of 56 inches? " asks Mecredy.
" This brings the strain at each revolution
on the same spokes and in time wrecks tlae
hind wheel, unless it is a particularly good
one. The wear on the chain also and teeth
of the smaller cog-wlieel is also irregular. In
the case of the larger cog wheel this isalways
the case, but being so inucih larger it does not
do muchi harm. 13 y frequently altering the
position of the chain the difficulty can be
partly got over, but the combination is en
tirely wrong and shîould be avoided. About
56-incli is the best all-round gear for pneu-
natics, and that being so the drivirng wheels
should be made sonie other size. A 27-inch
wheel could be geared to 57A inches, or a
29-incl wh1eel to 5 4-- inchies, or a 30-inch
wheel to 56-."

The subject of our next article on Cana-
dian Flyers will be Bert Brown, of the
Wanderers Bicycle Club.


