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neighhonring Provinces which became in o manner strangers to
oune another. To these might perbaps be added some other de-
fects, either lineally descended from primeval institutions suitable
to more remote Limes, or crept in imperceptibly uuder cover of
momentary circumstauces. But we deuy that 4 revoluticu was in
the lemst necessary to cure these defects, and we dare oy the con-
trary to affiien, that the simplewill of the Sovereign assisted by able
aud competeat ministers, would have met with wnfiuvitely less dife
ficulties in the accomplishment of that desirable work, thun were
experienced by Cardinal Richelieu in subduing the restless ambi~
tion and curtailing the usurped power of the grandees of hiy time,’
Itappears thut Louis did uot tind himself equal to the task. Nay
he promnigated his inability by yieldiag {o the suggestion of aua
appeat to his subjects. Lt was a regl confession that a crown wus
too heavy a burthen for him and his first call of the notables
amonpted, if not to a real abdication, at least o a mowentury de-
Jegation of those powers and prerogatives which he had constituti-
onally and lawfully inherited. We suy more; that delegation
was 2 seyl syspension of that allegiance sworn to the Kiug: for
what s that eath of gllegiance, if not a compact between the Sp-
vereign and the liege maa, whereby the forner promiges protection
in rewyra for that obedignce and submission sworn to hy the lgiter ?
So long therefore that the sybject enjoys the full benefit of that
protection, a deviation frpm his allegiauce is a true act of treason,
and as such deseryes the ntmost severity of the fuw. DBut it myy
be asked, where coyld be found anjongst pohished ngtious a jury
of free wen, thut would retyrn 8 verdict of wilful mpurder against
the bond's maen, who could prove, that there was no other possis
bility to save his own life threatened with immedigte destrugtion,
without just canse, by an intosicated master, bat by his death,
Had the virtuous Louis recurred at once to the cglling in of the
General States, 8 meacure knows in the Freuch cpjistitution slthe’
fallen in desuetude, it would have been hailed with that enthusiasm
so natoral to Frenchmeu at that epoch. The King would have
yet preserved that prepoaderauce capable of directing as well the
mode of canvocation as the abjects of their deliberations when wet.



