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neighbouring Provinces whdiich became in a nianner strangers to
one aiother. Tu these might perhbaps be added sone other de.
fects, either lineatlv de*cended froum primieval institutions suitable
to mnore.remote tîmes, or crept in imperceptibly under cover of
inomentary circuu-stauces. But »e deuy that a revolutiou was in
the least necessary to cure these defects, and we dare Qn the cou-
trary to afims, that thesimplewill of the Sovereig as.sisted by able
and competent ministers, would have met wath atifiistely less dif-
ficulties in the accomplishient of that desirable wurk, tha&n were
experienced by Cardinal Richelieu in subduing the restless ambi-
tion and curtailing the usurped pou er of the grandees of hi time.
It appears that Louis did not tiud himself equal to the task. Nay
he prommIg#te4 h.is inability by yielding i the suggestion of an
appel te his subjects. ,t w.as a reqt confession that a crown was
too; heavy a burthen for him and his firat call of the notables
amg>ated, if not to a reai abdication, at teast to a momentury de.
tegatigonof those powers gnd prerogatives which he liad constituti-
enally and lawfuliy inberited. We say more; th.4t delegation
was aMe suiepension of that allegiance sworn to the Kiig: for
what is that gath of alLeg>ane, if nxot a compact between the S.-
vereige and the liege nau, whereby th.e former promises protectiou
in retur for tat obedience antid submissiou sworu to by the letter ,

So long ther*fore that the uisbject enjoys the fuil benebit of that
protection, A deviîtion frpm his alIegiaue i o true act oftreason,
and as such 4eseres tbe urmost severity of the law. But it mnay

be asked, qhere co»ld be fovnd amongst poabhed nattous a jury
of free men, that weuOM retr a v erdict of wilful ipurder against
the bond'a man, who cou. prove, that there was no other possi.
bility to sare* his own Jifgetreatened with immediîte destrurt'iMn,
wîtiiout just cause, by an iintozicated master, but by his death.

Bad the virtuos Louis recurred at once to the c;llinag ii of the
General Status, a measure knowo in the Freuch cppstitution altho'
faillen in desuetude, it would have been hailed with Ithat enthusiasm
so natural to Frenchmen at that epoch. The K*ing would have
yet preserved that prepouderauce capable of directong as well the
mode of convocation as the objects of their deliberations when met.


