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THE CATHOLIC.

illthose who, within the last three hundred years,
tve separated from the holy Catholic church, Wo
helievo that the ministers of Christ, those whom we
vall bishops and priests, have received the powe of
forgiving and retaining sins, which was given to
the Apestles, according to St. John xx. 22,23,

Pray, sir, is it superstitivn to believe, that our
“mnipotent and merciful Gud is able and as willing
0 continue that powerin 1820, as he wasto give it
to his first ministers?

If wo believe that man, by Lis own power, could
forgive sin, you would be very justifiable inaccus-
ing us of superstition; for who can forgive sins but
tiod, or hewho has received that power fiom
him.

We believe confession necessarily deducible from ;
the grant of the above power. It caunot be con-
«dived how a minister of Christ isto excercise his
power of forgiving or retainmg sing, unless he has

wm exact knowledge of the state of thesinner’s con-
Science; this knowledge no one can give him but
the sinner himsclf, as probably ninety-nine out of
1 hundred are sins concealed from the public eye,
sinsof thoughts or desires, &ec.

‘The minister of Christ forgives in the name and
vy the power of Christ; he cannot graat absolution
or forgiveness then, ualess he has a moral certainty,
that such is the inwardstate of the sinner, sach his
repentance, such his purpescof amendment, such
bis willingaess to make restitution of property,
« haracter, &c. asto entitle him to the mercy of
God, and to forgiveness from above.

The objections made against Confession, and the
power of forgiving sins; are so futile, the benefits
arising from that sacred institution so manifold and
<0 solid, that it cannot be conceived how so many
‘housands were and are willing to be deprived of so
saluable a blessing.

Fhese benefits are so great. that even some of the
most relentless enemices of the Church could not
cefuse theic encomiums tothat holy institution,

“There is not, perhaps, a wiser institution,” says
Vollaire, “in‘lis remaks on the Tragedy of Oly-
wpia, “The lawmakers, who established mys-
teries and cxpiations, were equally studious to
“prevent the guilty from yielding to despair, andre-|
Mpsing into their crimes.” |

"This Voltaire, the greatest enemy that the Church
everhad, who spent his life in ridiculing the holy
Scviptures, and allthe institutions of Christ, who
declared an openwar agains Clrist; this Voltaire, at
e age of cighty odd, when in his Tast sickness,

sent for a priest to make his confession to him.<
§ onfession is an excellent thing,”” saysthe Philoso-
Hical Dictionary, a curb to inveterate wickedness.
Tn the remotest antiquity, Confession was practiced
tn the celebration of all the ancient mysteries, we
have mmitited and ssnctified this wise practice ; it
12 excellentto induce ulcerated hearts to fozgive
3nd to make theives restore what thoy have unjus-
4y taken from their neighbour.” The Lutherans
a1 the Confession of Augsburg, have preserved that
salutary institution, Luther himself would not suffer
it to be abolished. Sooner(say he)would I sub-
it to fhe Papal tyranny, than let Confession be ab-

olished.” Collection ef Luthet’s German writings

vol. ii, p. 272, .
Wo End the precept of Confession given by Al-

mighty Gad, to his chosen people.

“Say to the cluldren of Ismael; whena man or;
woman shall bave committed any of all the sins,
that men are wont tv committ, andby negligence.
shall have transgressed the commandment of the,
Lord, and offonded, they shall confess their sin, and
restors the principal itscif, and the fifth part over!
and above.”” &c. Nymb. v. 6, 7. K

It does not appear that the power of forgiving:
sins had been granted by the Almyehty God to the;

winisters of the old Jaw.  The Confession ordered |

10 be made under the law of Moses, may then be
considered as a preparation aud a figure of that re- |

quired under tie law of grace, winch we call Sa-j

cramental Conlession, as by the power of God andy
the merits of Chirist, ithas the grace ul torgivness

and reconcilation annexed to it.

Second objection.—~'Fhe institution of Conlession
is u great encouragement to sin, as Papists  thini?
they have nothing todo, in order to obtain forgie-
eness, bnt io relate their sins to a priest.

Answer.~The institution of Confession misrepre-
sented, is an encouragement to sin—granted ; but
surely, sir, to form a sound judgment on Catholie
do~trines, itts 1ot to polluted sources you willaps
ly, Edo notknow the Protestant writer who res
presents them fairly 5 vet, itis bevond all doubt,
that aunost all the knowledge which Protesiants
have of Catholic principles, is derived from Protess
tant books. And pray, what do they all say? De=
ware of Cathalic books, beware of Popish priests,
beware of priest-craft, beware of Popish sugerstitee
on ; thus, not one Protestant out uf a hundred, ever
had an opportunity of hnowing the genuine Catho-
lic principles—As Fletcher very just’y observes
the little knowledge which the Protestants pcsscss’

We find the practice of Cu.fession in the beginn-
ing of Christianity: “And many of those who be-
lieved, came confessing and declaring their deeds.”
Acts xix. 18,

We cannot believe that they came to boast of
their good deeds ; and therefure we understand that
they confissed their bad deeds, commonly called
sins.

All the holy fathers of the Church, from the car-
liest dawn of christianity, bear ample testimony to
the general practice of Confession. It is diflicult to
conceive how any man could ever have persuaded
mankind to submit to a practice, so repugnant to
flesh and blood. so mortifying to pride® so humila-
ting to hwman nature. The univetsality of this
practice, to which the most powerful kings and em-
perors, the most renowned military  commanders,
the most exalted geniuses, in alt, ages, and in all
parts of the world, have cheerfully submitted, es-
tablishes in our minds a conviction beyond the pos.
sibility of 2 doubt, that Confession owes its origin to
the founder of christianity.

The objections agninst zacramental Confession, |
repeat it, are  so futile, so trifling, as hardly to des-
crve any answer.

First objection—Fow can man forgive sins?

I answer by the power of God.

Tanswer again, with our blessed Saviour,

“Fhat you may know, that the Son of Man hath
spaweron carth to forgivo sins,” &c Matt. ix. 6.
e does not say, “That you ‘may know, that tie
«Son of God has power on earth to forgive sins ;”
to giveus to understand that this power, esenti-
ally belonging to God alonc, is here communicated
to man the minister of God by excellence and exerci-
sed by him in his own person: and sgain exercised
by him in the persons of the ministers, ashe sends
them mnst assuredly; to do what he did, t0 preach
as he did, administer reconciliation ashe did, &c.
All potver “is given to me in Heavenond inBarth.’,
Why this preamble, if hedid not’mean to give
a supernatutal power?“Go yve, therefore,” &c. &e.
Matt. © xxviii.18, 19. “ And reccive ye the Holy
Ghost s “whase sins you shall forgive they are for-

of our religion, is borrowed entirely from the deg-
ilamations of pulpit violence, and misrepresentation
of interested prejudice. In general, Catholit:
"principles are exhibited in al} the dark colorings af®
malevolence, and in all the ludicrous shap®s
of low ribaldry. In DPryden’s words:

“A hideoas figure of their foes they draw;

“Nor lines; nor looks, nor shades, nor colonrs true H

“ And this grotesque design exposc to public view—

*And yet the daubiag pleases!”

T'o return to the second objection—1 say, fHag
Confession, far from being anencovragement to
sin, is the greatest check, and the greatest remedy
against sin.

1t is in Confession that the sinner discovers to

ji the minister of Christ, the physician of his soul, all

his spiritual maladies, his weaknesses, his tempfatic
tuns, his inclinations, his doubts, the scruples of his
couscience his apprehensions,&ec. and it is there bt
finds comfurt, encouragement, advice, instructigns,
remedies against temptations, in short, every thing
that is necessaty to causchim to forsake the ways
of pexdition, and with the prodigal son to returne to
lus father ;it is theresir, he Istold of his obligatiors
\—it is there he is made sensible of the impossibil-
.ty of ubtaining forgivaess unless he restores witat
the has got by stealing, cheating, usury, or by any
:kind of injustice, unless he is reconciled with his
;adversary, unless he forsakes the occasion of sime
It is there he is reminded of the vanity of eartldy
| Plessures, of theshortness oftime, of the dreadiu)
punishnients prepared for sinners by the infinite
\Ijusticc of God and of the incomprehensible blessings
{which the merey of God has prepured for his saints
Itis there, thatin the most pathetic strains, the .
minister of Christ exhorts the sinner to sincere -
pentanceand exhibits before fhis. eyes, themerits
and the sacred wounds of his dying Saviour, to
ruuse the confidence of the desponding sinner. Ah
tsir, 15 this encouragement to sin? Iy this supersfitie
or? Great God! your wrath must have been provo-
ked to a very high degree, by the abominable [sins
tommitted on this polluted earth, wher you pers
mitted so many thousands of sinners to be depri-
ved of o valuabla blessing, as that derived form i~

given,” &c. John xx, 22, 23. :
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