
THE CATHOLIC.

fi those who, within tho last tirce iundred years, olisled." Collection cf Luthei's German n ritings &condi oliection.-The institution of Confession'
iiave separated from the holy Catholic church. Wio vol. ii. p. 272. is a great encouragement to sin, as Papists thine
iclieve that lie ministers of Christ, those wnhom ve Wo find tho prcccpt of Confession given by AI- tley havenothing todo,in order to obtain forgit-
'ail bishops and priesis, have recceivCd the powe of mighty Go1, to his chosen lcople. oees, but io relate their sins to a priest.
forgiving and rctaining sins, which was given ta "Say ta the children oi Isratel; whcn a man or lnlswcr.--Te institution of Confession misrepre-
hih Apostles,accoring to St. John xx. 22.23. woman shall have committed any of all the sins sented, is anl encouragement to sin-granted ; but

Pray, sir, is it superstition to believe, that our that men are %vont to committ, and by iegligence surely sir, to orm a sound judgment an Catholi-
'mnipotent and nercifiul God is able and is tilling shahl have transgrsseddotrines, it ts not to pollited sources you will ap-
fi continue thiat power in 1820, as he was to give it Lord, and offended, thiey shail confess their sm, and ply, i do not kniiow the Prftestanît iwriter who reL-to bis first n:misters? restore the principal itseif, and the fifthi part over i resents them fair)y ; yet, it is beyond all doubt

f wobhlievethat man, byhisaown power, could iand above." &c. Nunmb. v. G. 7. |that ainnost ail the Lnowledge which Protesantirgive sin, yoi would be very justifiable inaccus- It chies not ppear tiat the power of forgivng have of Caholic priciples,is drived frm ProtsS
ing us of superstition; for wio can forgivc sins but sins had been granted by lhe Aliuighty (Gd to hic fat boks. And pry, whiatdo thcy ail say? Be=
f od, or lie n ho bas reccived tliat power ftien om inisters of the old lw. The Conlfszion ordercd warc ofCatholic book, bewarc nf Popish priests,him. to bIoe macle under the law oi Moss, iay then he bevare ofpriest-craft, beware of Popishu superstiftt

Ie believe confession necessariy deduicible fron cosideretd as a preparation and a figure os that re- 1 on ; thus, not ane Protestant out uf a hundred, Cverhe granfthe aboe power. It cannot be con- quired iuer tue lav ofgrace, which we call Sa bil di o orfunif
l ied how a uinister uf Christ is ta exercise his cranental Confession, as byr the Iowcer ot' Godan ad ppu iflnowing thîegemine Catho-

tuwer of forgiving or retniang sins, unless liee prmesples.As Fletcher very just?y observer,
' exact knuw letige of the state of thesininer's con. and reconcilatiun ainnexed to t. * the lit fIe knowledge which the Protestants possess

teience; fhis knon ledge nt one can gi a him but We find the practice f Cu.fession in the beginn- of our region, is borrowed entirely from the den-
ufing of Christianity: "And many of those who be-- lamations of pulpit.violence, and misrepresentaionllesne ilcustif, as probtibly niucty-ine ou ngo

_ hitindred are sins concetaled from flic public eye, lieved, came confcssing aid declaring fl<ir deeds." of interestedi prejuilice. In general, Catholit:
insofthoughtfs ardesires, &c. Acts xix. 18.a principles are exhibitedi i all, the dark colorings

The minister of Christ forgives in flie name and We cannot helieve that they came ta boast of malevolence, and all the ludicrous shaes
iy the power of Christ; he catnot grant absolution their goaod deeds ; and therefore We understand tlat ol ribalry. i Dryden's words:
ir forgiveness then, unless he las a moral certainty, they confessed their baid deeds, comnionly called ,-ci hincs nor sils nor oades nor coours trueiliat such is the inwardstaie of the sinner, stch bis sins. "And this grotesque design expose to public viev-repentance, such bis purpose of anendment, sucl Ail the holy fathers of the Churclh, from the ear- "Aut yet the daubing pleases!"
bis villingness to make restitution of property, liest dawn ofchristianity, bear ample testimony to To return ta the second objection-I say, lffat- haracter, &c. as to entitle him ta the inercy of thegeneral practice of Confession. It is diflicult ta Confession, for fromn being an encouragement tot1od, and to forgiveness from above. conceive how any man could ever have persuaded sin, is the greatest check, and the greatest remedy

The objections made against Confession, and the nankind ta submit to a practice, Sn repugnant to •against sli.
power of forgiking sins; are so futile, the beielits flesh and blood. so mortifying to pride' so humila- It is in Confession that the sinner discovers to
,rising from that sacred institution so manifold and ting to humain nature. The uniiversality of this the minister ofChrist, the physician of bis soul, ail
,o solid, that it cannot be conccivei how' so many practice, to wiehih the most powerful kings and Cm- hlis spiritual maladies, bis iweanesses, his temptati'.
-housands were and are willing ta te depriveci of so perors, the most renowned nilitary comianders, uns, his inclinations, his doubts, the scruples of bis
aluable a blessing. the mot exalted geniuses, in all, ages, and in ail Icoiiscience his apprehensions,&c. and it is there ht:
i'liese benuefits are sa great. thiat even some of the paris of the vorld, have cheerfully subnitted, es- finds comifrt, encouragement, advice, instructkyis,

moîast relentless cnemies of the Church could notl tablishes in our mincis a conviction. beyond the pos. remedies against tempta tions, in short, every thing
..cfuse their encomiums ta flat holy institution. sibility of a doubt. ihat Confession ow-es ifs origin to thatis necessaty ta caus hlim ta forsake the ways

-There is not, perhaps, a viser institution," says the founider of christiality. of perdition, and with the prodigal son to returne to
Voltaire, "inihis remaks on the Trageiy of Oly- The objections against sacraimenta] Confession, I his father;it is theresr, he s told of his obligations
mopia. "The lawmakers, whîo established mys- repeat it, are so futile, so trifling, as hardly to des- -i! is there lie is made sensible of tlhe impossiblt-
teries and expiations, were equally studious ta erve any answer. fy ofobtaining forgivaess unless hc restores wNat

'prevent the guilty from vielding to despair, and re- First objection-How Can man forgive sins? lie lias got by stealing, chcating, usury, or by any
hpsingintothieir crimes." I answer by the pover of God. kind of injustice, unless lie is reconciled with bis

This Voltaire, tle greatest enemy fliat flie Clhuîrcl I ansver again, ivith our blessed Saviour, adversary, unless he forsakesl the occasion of sin
*ver had, vho spent his life in ridiculing the holy "lThat you nay lnow, that the Son of3!an hadh It is there hie is reminded of the vanity of eartIdy
S'criptures, and all the institutions of Christ, who 'poweron carth to forgive sins," &c Matt. ix. 0. piersures, oi the shortness oftime, of the dreadftal
declared nu openwar agains Christ; this Voltaire, at He does not sy, "That you unay know, that the piunishments preparedi for sinners by the iufinite
tue age of eighty odd, when in lis last sickness, o'Son of God hias power on earth to forgive sins ;"jiustice of God and of the incomprehensible blessings
sCit for a priest to malce his confession ta him.« 1 to give tus ta understand thiat this power, esCiti- iwhich the mercy of Go has prepare.d for his saiM
yonfession is an excellent thing," says the Philosoa- Ially belonging to God alone, is here communicated It is therc, that in the most pathctic strains, .hIe .
!îrdeal Dictionary, a curb to inveterate wickedness. Ito man the minister of God by excellence and exerci- minister ofChrist exhorts the sinner to sincere re-
Il I.ie remotest antiquity, Confession was practiced sed by him in his own person: and again exercised pentance and exhiltits beibre ihis. eyes, the.merits
to ithicelebationof all the ancient mysteries, ve bsy him in the personîs of the niiisters, as he sentis and the sacred wounds of his lying Saviour, ta

e nnitated and sanctified this wlise practice ; it them niost assuredly; to do what he did, to preach ruuse the confidence of thedesponding sinner. Ah
1z eCellentto induce ulcerated herts ta fngive as he did, administer reconciliation as he did, &c.. ,, sir, is this encouragement to sin? L this superstita
ind to make theives restore what thoy have unjus- Ail pover "is given to me in Haven and inBarth.', lion? Great God! your wrath must have been provo-
ty taken froin their neighbour." The Lutherans Why tis preamble, if he did notnmean to give lied to a very high degree, by the abominable iîs

-itlua Confession of Augsburg, have presrvei ilat a supernatural power?"Gn ye, tierefore," &c. &c. committed on this polluted earth, .when you per,
tialutary institution. Lutierhimselfwouldnotsuffer iMatt. " xsviii.18, 19. " An reccive ye the Holy mitted sa many.thousands o simers to be depri-
lt to be abolished. Sooner(say lir)wvould 1 sub- IlGhost; t<"vhose sinsyou shall forgive they are for. ved ofsovaluabl a blessing, as that derivtd.formt-
not tof(he Papal tyranny, than let Confeion be ab- given," &c. John xx, 5 23. eramental Confeission.
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