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is of very grreat value;- and we should be glati to sec it embodied
in the large Report as well.

We turn over these pages with devout gratitude to Aloeighty
Goti. As a Church we have been led to engaige in missionary
work that lias 1h-en a<lapted to our position and circumstances,
that has been, by the Divine blessiag, an eiient suctess, and
that promises to bc of increasing value in the future. Tiiere is
evidence here of faithEul, patient, C2hristian toil. As a general
mile, the agents of this society mnust bc men and woinen o
thorougli devotion to the cause of Christ, and mnany of them
have, ail unconsciously, by their labors andi their sufferingrs
reachied the position of Christian hieroes. '-They are the glory
9f Crist."-

Two thingS, howi3ver, cause us regrret. First, there is a lack
of rnethod, or of interest, or of sense of obligation in regard to
reports f rom several of the missions. Suchi entries as the fol-
lowingt are not satisfactory: Again we are without a report
fromn . t is very rarely that tidings of any kind concern-
in.- this mission are received ab the Mission IRoonis. We have
no reports from, - or -. " Where hundreds of dollars are
annually gyranted to such missions there ought to bc somne inf or-
mation in regard to the state of the work.

But a second matter is stili more serious. lIn a good many
instances it would seem. that confesseti spiritual prosperity does
not resuit in nurnerical strength, or in the ability or. desire to
assume an independent position. "A é&aiins success in every
departinent, andi yet there is a decline of twenty-one in mem-
bership.»" <B, with a membership of 200, shoulti go off the
fundi." I'From C cornes cheering news of glorious revivals,
and improvements ail along the line of Church work, but some-
how the membership does not increase." People wvi1l reati andi
think about what is found on page xlii., andi iili doubtless come
to the conclusion, I'such cases demanti careful scrutiny from the
Board." Thoughtful nien are apt to duminish rather than
increa.se their contributions over such revelations; andi for the
circuits respectively themselves there, is nothing se weakening
as a state of dependence upen the Mission Funti.

On the ether hand, the Report shows a large anîounit of
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