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ýof the Oatacombs of Rome. Prudentius, 6a meinnHymn. 1,
withthis view of the syrnbolism of cock-crow, says:

HJoc esse signuxu proescii
Norunt repromisxo .pc;
Qua nos soporis liberi
Speramus adventumn Dei."

The name,* also, of the female, and the Th.ct that she had
but one; countenance this opinion, which is also supported by
,the absencet of D.M., Nvithi whieh ]?agau epitaphs commonly
begin.

So far the evidence 'preponderates in favour of the opinion
that the memorial is Christian. But may it flot be both Mithraie
aiid Christian? On this subj eot 1l take the liberty of subniittiug
a passage from, my "Christian Elpitaphs of tlie first Six Centuries,';
pp. 56, -'7.

"Percip io is similarly used in heathen inscriptions, where it is applied ta
those who had participated in the rites of the Mater PDeum Magna Idoea or of
?iltkras, known as the flaurobolimrn and Crioboliur." 1

" «Another terru in which there is a strange agreement is renatus, applied by
Christians ta the baptized, as in De Rossi's ii. *270, Il ca)elesti renatus (aq)u= qui
sfnvit in (oevum)'-.ýee also n. 36, 'nattes est in. otetrum,'--axd by Pagans to,
2'auroboliati. Thus 1 Taurobolio Crioliolioque i7b oternum renatus,' in Orelli's n.
2352, of the date 376 A.D. ; and ' arcanis perfusonibu. in oternum renatus Tau-
robolium Orioboliumq24e fecit,' in Henzen's n. 6040. These mystie rites seexu ta
have been a mixture of the cuits of the Mfagrna Mater and Mitltras, with, the
addition of some Christian principles and terms."

B~gpte is a name of a female common to, both Pagans and Christians.
Aniong the latter it la not very often fonnd. See, howevei, Pe Rossi's n. 532,
and Perret, xxxii. W e -have al.so the Latin forras Spesina, Sperantia, and the
Greek Elpis, L'ipic1iU-, Eipizuss, Etpidcplurus. The fact that there is but one
name is not conclusive that the person was a Christian, but it adIds to, the prob-
ability. Sec Christian .pitaplis, p. xx.

t This alsa adds to the probabîlity ; but there are a few Pagan gravestoues
on -whicL this usual commencement is not found, and there 'are a few Christiant
on which the letters appear. See Chiristian £pitapks, p. 60.

1 "'The TaurcZ'olitar. and Criobooum -tvera respectlvely sacrifices of a bullando aaram on
-t'l occasion of initiations. The persons who received them (qu5.perceperxtnt) descended inoaa
* eep pit whlch was covcred over with a wooden platfarmn, campqsed of picrced planks. On this
platform the animal was killed, anîd the persons benenth presented thefr bodies ta receive the
bl.opd as it descended thraugh the holes. The resuit was belleved to, be purification that lasted
for twenty ycaxs, or everlasting regeneration. "
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