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pollution of the two great rivers, or until such time as 
Dr. Hodgetts can obtain Federal legislation, creating a
Federal controlling’ centre.

The old, worn=out ideas and opinions of streams 
automatically eliminating disease infection by length of 
travel have reached a period undeserving of serious 
discussion.

While organic matter may 
dized by admixture with clear water, bacteria are not 
so readily affected. The Niagara River chemically purifies 
itself by the rush over the falls and rapids; pathogem- 
callv, or practically, no purification takes place. We 
know, also, that sewage can be conveyed any distance 
in cold storage, and that when the ice breaks the raw, 
unchanged sewage of Edmonton is delivered by ice-car­
riers to Prince Albert, and the B. Cob content shows
positive every time.

These questions are more 
interprovincial, and Dr. Hodgetts appears to have got 
the right grasp of the whole matter.
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and a number of the towns are < P efforts by in­
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stalling up-to-date sewage purification w down
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position of the city of Lethbridge, Alta. Leth-take the position ot tne city ui -----
bridge pours the whole of its sewage, untreated, into the 
Belly River. On this river, just below Lethbridge several 
coal mining villages are located, dependent on the river 
for water supplyA Typhoid fever is endemic in these 
villages and cases are constantly being brought mto.the 
Lethbridge hospital. Lethbridge is willing and anxious 
to install some method of preventing the pollution of the 
river and has been patiently awaiting some leading 
advice from the Provincial Board of Health None, how­
ever has been forthcoming, apart from a letter recently 
published from the Provincial Board of Health, advising 

nothing be done at present, as sewage disposal 
said to be in a state of transition, and the
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engineering plans,
of dealing with the sewage problem.

Now what Lethbridge really feels the want of is an 
independent authority on which it can rely for leading 
advice, and to which it can submit any proposed scheme

f°r *The"establishment of an authority, either Provincial 
or Federal must be based upon absolute independence 

ff -tintr advice • The engineering department of the 
as affectmg c interest whatever in private con-
all ind worVwithi„ the area of operation. It must have

'e to grind or special method or scheme to. push.
Otherwise municipalities can have no confidence in sub-

ttinP anv scheme for consideration or in asking advice.
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