THE CANADIAN CRALTSIMAN.

army inte Canada, to slaughter its in-
habitants, not because they were bad
neighbors, and anxious to harrass
and overturn the institutions of the
United States, but because they were
subjects of the greatest nation that the
world has ever seen, and feit as proud
of their birth right and their free gov-
ernment as any American native of the
United States does of his,

We are proud, however, that the Uni-
ted States, does possess a people who
have more common sense than its
legislators and jingoes, and who have a
greater stake in its prosperity than mere
party victory, with sufficient Christianity
and courage of their convictions, in
whose veins the blood of a commeon an-
cestry runs, to tell their legislators, thus
far shall you go and no further, that at
Christmas time, when Peace on earth
and good will should prevail, is no time
for a fratricidal war.  When the Prince
of Wales, the Grand Master of England,
and his son the future heir to the
throne, telegraphs their protest against
war, it is time that an institution such,
as ours that is based on the ** Father-
hood of God and the Brotherhood of
man,” should let its voice be felt in the
land for peace.

GREAT MASC;¥§!C OPPORTUN-

“ Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they shall be called the children of
God.” This is a great and glorious re-
ward for those who seck to assuage
the wrath of violent men and vever
was there a better time than at pre-
sent for the exercise of the function of
peace making.

For the whole civilized world scems
to be trembling upon the verge of a
general war, before the prospect of
which Religion, I'rogress, FEunlighten-
ment and the great principles of uni-
versal brotherhood among men, stand
aghast. The signs of the times would
indicate that the world’s boasted civi-
lization is at fault when the arbitra-
ment of bloody war is appealed to and
the arguments and persuasions of
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peace are set aside. The Tylr feels
called upon to raise its voice against
the men who, as leaders in the coun-
cils of the great nations of the earth,
are “crying havoc and letting loose
the dogs of war.”  There is not a civi-
lized nation on the face of the carth:
to-day that has not listed among its
men of thought and leadership, Free-
masons high in position and strong in
influence.  There is not a nation to-
day, that among its masses bas not
numbers of the brotherhood, whe-
would gladly respond to a universal
demand for the suppression of cruel,
devastating war, forever.

But that two nations, singled out by
the God of nations to be leaders in the
promotion of the kingdom of Heaven:
here on earth, should be found stand-
mg face to face, with the scowl of
mutual anger on the countenance of
cach, and hand on the partially un-
sheathed sword, is a picture 1o cause a
poignant pang of anguish to permeate-
the soul of every man and woman who-
has the love of humanity at heart, and
every possible influence and moral
force should be brought to bear to
avert the incalculable calamity of a
fratricidal war Detween the United
States and Great Britain. It would be
a war such as the world has never yet
wept over. It would be a conflict of
God’s chosen leaders on earth, in
which millions of lives would be lost ;
countless sums in treasure wasted ; in-
calculable retrogression given to pro-
gress and enlightenment, and the fair-
est lands given over to desolation! It
would not be confined to these two
nations alone ia its effects but alt
Europe would again blaze with the
Laleful fires of the * Thirty years war,”
condensed iuto a third or less of the
time.

And in the words of the old song,
we may ask : *“What was it all about
quoth litle Peterkin.”  Simply be-
cause England msists upon certain ter-
ritorial lines of demarcation in Soutls
America and which America grestions
the legality of, without a thorough .
knowledge of the -rights in the conten-



