
POPBRY IN MASONRY.

volved in the prime objeot of the
institution. This prompts repeated
encroachinents, and departures from
the original design; always commene-
ing with changea, modes of procodure,
dereliction in observing "the weight-
1er matterro of the law;" and niake up
for the shortcoraing by contentions
zeal in tithing Ilruint, anise and
oummin." Frora this proceeds con-

tiuilgisiation and controese
over countless quibbbas and prevari-
cations; and these in turn genei'ate
new departures, with their trains of
litigations, more perplexing and
vexations as they are more and more
worthless, until division and disso-
lution set in. Those which have
ourvived this stage of degeneracy
Lave been hierarchies backed by de-
pendent and servile civil govern-
ments, by which their integrity could
be forcibly rnaintained.

AUl these troubles corne in with the
increase of members and influence;
as can be seen in the history of in-
stitutions founded in aid of moral
and religions improvement. The
vzhole process is known by the comn-
mon termn "lcorruption," ana the
fnxither it proceeds the more incur-
ablt are the evils engendered. Al
this is the beginning and progrers of
Ébhat is meant by Popery; whioh
flourishes as vigorously under the
zealous care of Bralimins, Grand
Lamas and Bonzes, as in any of the
Christian hierarchies cr establish-
ments of untutored barbarians.

It caLnot be denied that indications
,of this universal tendenoy ean be de.
tected in some of the developments
taking place in Masonry at this time.
It can be seen manifesting itself
gradually in varions forms-in noue
perhaps more distinctly than in ad-
vanced (2) doctrines in jurisprudence,
beginning to grow up, some of theni
threatening the craft with serious
evil.

Passing over some which are more
conspicucus, let us taire notice of a
group of propositions in Mago-nic
J.aw or ethics, as you may pleatue tu

term, theni, whioh appear to bo find-
ing favor in infli'ontial circies amiong
the fraternity, and which are allied
in their principies, and tend to en-
]lanco the mischief of each other in
cnttinc, under and snbverting the
benignant raie of friendship, benevo-
lence and justice. It is true that not
ail of them have attained a magnitude
sufficient to occasion immaediate and
irreparable injury on a large scale;
but this is the very reason why now
is the proper timie to fis attentionu on
their presence and the consequent
danger; for if they pass. their incip-
,ient stage, they cannot be rernodied,
until they have mun their course be-
yond, the -verge of disaster.

Among these is, first, the proposed
doctrine that a newiy.formed Grand
Lodge may rightfnlly call upon thre
craft to coerce, by pains and penal-
tics, the will of regular and older
lodges fonnd within the territory over
which itciaimsjnrisdition-a subject
of heated controversy at this tiine, and
portentions of much evil thiaugb.out
the IMasonic world.

Iu the wake of this proposition
(when established) necessarily foilows
that of the riglit of a particular lodge
to force membership in its own body
against ail Masons, members of other
lodges, who xnay be fonnd wit.hin the
metes and bounds of its territorial
jurisietion -this to be doneé by
pains and penalties under Grand
Lodge power.

Third, the unnecessary and unjuat
dlaim of what is cailed "1perpetnal,
juriadiction," by which if any person
ha s petitioned a iodge for the degrees,
and sorne member or members have
for any reason votedl adverseiy, so
that bis petition has been rcjected,
ana ho afterward.s has removed to,
another region, and lived there it may
be twenty years, "'under the tongue
of good, report," no lodge there can
receive and act on his petition with-
out a "vaiver of jurisdiction>' by thre
lodga vihich, lad acted on ie, former
appvics.tioin.

lù wili bu best to iatiig no other


