
Par'lianentary Law.

heroic and enlightened people to whom, it would seem, the whole of
the seas were known.

"Leaving apart trifling matters, I will proeed to treat of the crossin-
of the Phœenicians from Africa to Brazil. To explain this crossing, of
which they themselves appeared to be unaware, I bave resorted to the
beautiful and classie studies of Maury on oceanic currents, and I gather
that the same happened to our Sidonians as did to Pedro Alvarez
Cabral, 2,000 years later, when knowing nothing of Brazil, he found
himself unexpectedly off its shore. The only difference is that Cabrail
sailed from north to south while the Phœonician, voyaged from south to
north. Like Cabral, in fleeing from the storms reiging from the Cape
of Good Hope up to near Senegambia, they steered into the high sea, and
seized by the famous equatorial current, which sometimes ilows witi
extr»ordinary swiftness, they unexpectedly came upon the Brazilian
shores."
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CHAPTER XXXIII.

OF FILLING BLLANKS.

A proposition is sometimes presented to a meeting and even adopted
in an incomplete form; as when, in a motion for an appropriation of .
money, tho precise amount is not stated ; or when, in a proposition to do
something at a future time, the exact day is left for subsequent con-
sideration. In each of these cases a blank occurs, which must be filled
up. It is usual to leave the filling up of the blank until the motion is
adopted, because if it should be rejccted, any further discussion on the
subjeet would be unnecessary.

After the proposition bas been adopted, the next question to be put
by the chair is, "I How shall the blank be flled." And then as die mo-
tion to fill the blank is not considered in the light of an anendmxent to
the original motion, but rather as an independent proposition, v hich is
intended to give it completion, any number of theso propositiois nay
be made. But of course there nust be an order in which they are to
be considered.

In the early days of the British Parliamert these blanks generally
referred to the amount of taxes to be levied and to the time at vhich
they should be collected. And as the object of the members was to re-
duce as much as possi e the burdens of the people, the effort was
always made to fill the blank for money with the snallest sum, and the
blank for the day on which it was to be collected with the longest time.
Hence sprang the rule, which still exists in Parliament, that in filling
blanks the smallest sum and the longest time shall be first put.

But in this country a different rule prevails. Hore the reason that
governs is not to bogin at that extrenie which, being as Jeffer-
son, citing Grey, says, within every man's wish, no one could
negatiç e it; and yet, if he should vote in the affirmative, every question
for more would be precluded ; but at tho extreme ho would unite fow,
and then to advance and recede untilyou get anumber which will unite

2151


