THE CAMP FIRE.

A Monthly Record and Advocat

e of the Temperance Reform.

Vor III. No. 10. TORONTO, ONT., APRIL, 1897. 25 CeENts PEr YEAR
L e T ——

Do not hesitate to take
this paper from the Post
Office. If you have not
pald for it in advance,
some one clise has done
so for you, or it is sent

From nearly cvery part of the |
Dominion comes news of preparation
for the coming plebiscite crumpaign.
It is evident that prohibitionists au-v!

not going to be caught unprepared. !

The Quebec Branch of the Dominion
Alliance is pushing organization in the
different counties of the province. |
Mr. J. H. Carson, the e'nergetici:
secretary, is superintending the work l
which is being taken hold of with
much enthusiasm by the rank and file
of the workers.

The Province of Ontario has the!
advantage of the experience gathered
and the machinery brought into opera-
tion at the tie of the Provincial
plebiscite. Much of this will be avail-
able. A number of counties have
preparation under way. The whole
Province will pretty certainly be!
organized on municipal lines.

New Brunswick has a Provincial
organization headed by Rev. Dr
McLeod of Fredericton. It was formed
A Year ago at a representative conven-
tion. The annual meeting for 1897 has
not yet been announced. It will
probably be held in time to constitute
a rallying point for the commence-
ment of the great struggle.

The different temperance Orders in
Nova Scotia are doing excellent work.
Here also there is the advantage of the
drill of a recent provincial campaign.
It is probable that a union of forces in
some form will be constituted when
the fight is fairly on.

{n Prince Edward Island the capita}
is alrendy organized and arrangements
are made for a Provincial Convention.
The whole province being already
under prohibition, and the general
opinion of the people utterly oppnsed
to anything in the shape of license
Jegislation, a sweeping victory for the
temperance cause is anticipated.

Mapitoba has a branch of the
Dominion Alliance which is already
-perfecting plans for the contest. The
W.C.T.U., R.T. of T. and L.O.G.T., are
Also strong organizations and are all
preparing to do their share.

Special organization has not yet
jeen undertaken in the North West
Territories and British Columbia.
The W.C.T.U. and the various temper-
ance organizations have a strong hold
jo the widely scattered population of
theee places. It will be difficult to get
general central conventions. Already
however, steps are being taken towards
porfacting arrangements for local
avork which will probably result in
asome form of co-operative action
between different localities.

s Ontario

LEGISLATION IN ONTARIO.

A RTRONG FI GHT HEING MADE FOR

EFFECTIVE MBEABURES.

The month of March was one of stir.
ring interest in temperance circles in
the Provinee of Ontario. A bill for the
amendment. of the Provincial License
Law had been introduced into the
Legislature on  Feb.  2ith.
This mensure had been eagerly looked
forward to by friends of the temper-
ance cause who expected to be radical
and effective.  The Bill introduced fell
very far short of what was anticipated

Land a perfect storm of protest broke

out.in every part of the province.

The Executive Committee of the

i Dominion Alliance called o conference

to consider the situation, This meet-
ing was held in the Guild Hall, Toronto
on March I11th, and was attended by
about five hundred men and women,
nearly every part of the country being
represented.  The  conference  was

. presided over by R. J. Fleming, Mayor

of Toronto, and resolutions were adopt-
ed expressing strong dissatisfaction
with the proposed legislation and ask-
ing for measures more up to the public
sentiment. In the afternoon a depu
tation waited upon the Provincial
Government and presented a stroog
protest the principal points of which
will be found in the Alliance circular
printed on the first page of the March
CaMp FIRE.

The result of this action was good.

. The proposed bill was practically with-

deawn and for it was submitted a
measure much more advan-ed in its
character, although still falling far
short of what the friends of temper-
ance desired.

If the bill as proposed becomes law,
it will cut off about one hundred and
fifty existing licenses and go a long
ways towards preventing any further
increase. It prohibits the sale of
liquor to persons under twenty-one
years of age, imposes rigid restrictions
upon the sale of ligquor hy druggists,
prohibits clubs from supplying liquor
to persons under twenty-one ycars of
age, prohibits the issue of new licenses
te, take eifect near churches or school-
houses, and has some other slightly
restrictive clauses. The most valuable
feature of the bill however, is the pro-
vision authorizing Municipal Councils
to limit the hours within which intoxi-
eating liguor may be sold on licensed
premises.

It would take many columns of space
to even mention the vigorous protests
that have reached the office of this
journal in the formn of resolutions
adopted by churches, C. E. Societies,
temperance organizations and other
bodies, some of them couched in
extremely strong terms, all expressing
disapproval of the failure of the
Government in the first place to meet
the requests of the convention of last,
July by more effective legislation, and
also urging the speedy enactment of
effective restrictive legislation.

Many earnest workers have taken
part in this campaign. We cannot
give them the special publication
that we wonld desire.

NOTES OF NEWS

Father Murphy of Gold Cure Fane,
died at Montreal on Saturday  Apol
2ud.  He had established many st
tutions for the cure of drunkenness,

New  Branswick  Grand  Division
Sons of Temperance, will be fifty years
old in the coming fall. The Jublee
will he celebrated by a big cunpaagn
agamnst the liguor traftic.

A number of temperance orgamzi:
tions in different parts of the world
are planning for great temperance
demon~trations  in connecthion with
Quuen Victorias Diawmond Jub ee,

In Mavrch General Neal Dow, the
father of the Maine Law, celebrated
the Ninety-thind Anniversiry of his
buth.  He was deluged with congreata-
lations from leading moral refornmersin
every part of the world,  Many mass
meetings were held in honor of the
event,

The Manitoba Legislature has passed
a bill amending the Liquor License Act.
One clause provides that the rgght of
a householder to  petution for or
agiainst, or protest for or against a
license, shall be vested in his wife in
case he is absent from the municipal-
ity for more than thirty days before
the time of signing.

A terrible accident oceurred in the:

City of Montreal on April 5th, in
which three men. employees in Dow’s

hrewery, were asphyxiated by carbonic l

amd fumes in a beer vat which was
being cleaned out.

A great national prohibition conven-
tion is to be held at &owonstla-un-'l‘yne,
England, during the present month.
it is the first large gathering of the
kind ever held in the country. The
programme is unusually extensive and
full” of interest, covering uearly
every phase of temperance work and
representing nearly every part of the
civilized world.

Dr. Dawson Burns has published a
carefully compiled
liguor bill of Great Britain and Ireland
for 1806. He sets down the cost of
liquors consutned as being £148,472,230.
This represents an increase.  The cost
for 1805 was estimated at £142,414,812
The quantity of alcohol consumed is
estimated at 2 13 gallons per head and
the outlay as £3. 155 6d.

LET'S DOWN THE SALOON,
Nearly all the crime committed in

this country is in some way connected
with whiskey and the saloou. Not

only do we have the crime itself, but -
we have the ruined characters of the,

criminals, the suffering of their inno-
cent parents, wives and children, the
cost of the conrts and the prosecuting
officers, of the juils and deputy sher-
riffs, and all other costs connected
with the searching for and punishing
those who cymmit crimes. And then
we must remember, that for pay --for
the license fees—we authorize a lot of
saloon-keepets to breed all this crime
and misery. By thus licensing them
we throw the protection of the law
over themn, and, in fact, go into partner-
ship with them and share their ill-got-
ten gain, How long are we going to
be willing to be partvers in {his
wretched, low-down husiness? We
ought to be ashamed of ourselves.

Michigan Independent.

A PICTURE.

In a recent Ram’s Horn is a picture
representing a home ; in the front at
the right a saloon-keeper, bloated and
flerce, with horns growing from his
head, is holding the limp form of a
young boy under hisarm ; the boy has
a beer mug in his hand ; and & woman,

estimate of the)

evidently the mother, with a face s
cpade as death, s making o desperate
struggle to rescue her boy, but appar-
ently with ne more suceess than as if
(he were in the embrace of Satan him-
Peelf. A man, evidently the futher, sits
Yin the back-ground leaning his head on
hus hand, but domng nothing more.  He
may be just as helpless as the mother,
but it seems as if he might try to do
<omething.,  What are we to think of
“men who boast of their political and
' {mlrinlu- honor, yet who do nothing to
help mothers to rescie their boys from
I the awful grasp of the saloon?

- Westeyan Methodist,

| ONE YEAR IN ONE CITY.

I Duringg the year, 3807 men and 2,305

women found themselves in the Belfast
police court, OF these 85 per cent,
“were brought into trouble” through
drinking  Mr J. Conlter, the mission-
ary in constant attendance at  the
comrts, secured LG signatures to the
Ppledge. Mr AL Leech veported it total
Cof 2,506 men and 1,366 wonen hroaght
up hefore the Cork pohee court for
“drunhkenness or offences arising there-
from. Thus n  two cities  drink
i brought to the dock 12,225 persons, the
“aggregate fines on whom amounted to
Lo,

|
' DESTROYED BY HIS WIFE.

' Mrs. Chapin, one of the W.C.T.U.
' workers, was once entertained in Miss-
issip‘»i at the home of a young married
icouple, and the wife said to her:-
[+« Now, Mrs. Chapin, 1'm willing to
“entertain you, but I don’t want you to
, talk Lemperance, for if you should con-
'vert wy husband, then F'd have to
banish wine from our table, and all
Lmy friends would call me s crank.”

. Mrs. Chapin spoke at the public
I'meeting, and then wade her way
"throngh the audience trying to get
signers to the pledge. She begged the
Pyoung husband to sign, and he was
freaching for the yeneil to do so, when
‘his wife objected, and, with a smile,
i he shook his head and said : *No.”

Six years afterward, Mrs. Chapin
passed through the same place. She
,was the guest this time of another
family, but after her address was over
. weeping woman and a gibbering
drunken man came up to greet her.
It. was the same couple who had en.
, tertained her six years before, ¢ Oh,”
I suid the wife, ** try to get my husband
"to sign the pledge.” **No.” he cried,
So ] wanted to be saved once, but you
wouldn't let me. Now no one can save
me. not even God in heaven.”--N{,
Lowis Globe Democrat,

A HELPING HAND

A cibman signed the pledge for Rev,
Charles Garrett, but soon after broke
it. Conseience-stricken and ashamed,
he tried to keep out of the way of his
friend, but Mr. Garrctt was not to he
put off.

One duy he found the poor, miserable
man, and taking hold of his hand, he
said ¢

« John, when the road is slippery and
your cab horse falls down, what do yon
do with him?”

1 help bim up again,” replied John.

« Well, T have comne to do the same,”
said Mr. ( rrett affectionately; ** the
road was slippery, I know, John, and
you fell, but there's my hand to help
you up again.”

The cabman’s heart was thrilled. He
caught his friend’s hand in a vice-like
&rip, and said :

«God bless you, sir! you'll never
have cause to regret this. I'll never
fall again.”

And to this du;} he has kept his
W(;rd.—National emperance Advo-
cate.




