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and the " blocknde," though never very serious, was
one of the greatest arguments against the C. P. R
monopoly. There will be no block this year.

Whar is usually called " bonanna farrming," the
raising of wheat on mon'ter farms, has not been much
tried in our own North-west, and the results when
trtti were scarcely encouraging.

On the much advertised Bell farm at Indian Iiead,
the rebellion was the lucky accident which saved the
concern from immediate financial atropiy, andi this
year alter the shareholders hait given up in despair,
the Mijor lias got on his own account an excellent
crop, on the strength of which he has gone to England
ta raise the wind and fosrm a new company. There
any tony fellow with a good address can raise cash ta
put into a showy scheme here, whether prairie catt'e
companies or some newer venture with a change of
title. There have been a few attempts, such as the
Quinte farin near Deloraine, made at joint stock grain
raising, but the long haut, 'ixty miles, ta Brandon, in
ils early years made sad inroads on the returns fron
an othetwise well-conducted scheme.

Upon the whole the half-section farmer, either with
the aid of his own growing family or one or two gond
hired hands, with himself always leading, has been
the making of Manitoba. Where such men brought
experience, steady habits, patience and a little money,
going slow at the outset, most of them have donc well
and will yet do better. Those who started with a
few jars of Hudson Bay whisky in the bottom of their
waggons, bought freely of high priced implements and
a buggy, are to-day better known in the records of the
loan companies than for any more satisfactory achieve-
ment. Free loaning in boem tin'es has sent many a
man ta Dakota who to-day would have been a well-
doing citizen here had there been nothing available
but what he could scrape out of bis farm.

The Province is getting over that period of dehauch
and extravagance, but it bas ha-l a very bitter and ex-
pensive è xperience. Of crurse nolitical men blame
the measures of their rivals, but general thig head- bis lasi four-years' bull being ont ai the lit tarmer's
edness, combined with one or two unfortunate seasone, buls in the Pro-ince. About a score or good pigs
was the main cause of the sta'nation from which ibi ani some poulti> make up tih liee stock le tut
prairie province has scarce yet -ecovered. The fact with bis relaya of horsts 5900 buhels of wbeat Ibis
that more land bas this year been sold, and ta the best faIt, and ait tht onts he requires, doing 15 or more
sort of purchasers, smail men wrnt ta increase their acres per day aIl througb, and tîandling tht binder
present holding-, is the best test c the reliability of aiways biaci. Hthailtwahiredmenstookinganc
Manitoba as a poor man's country. of %si'm, a capable littît English tarm hand, is en-

A limuited quantity of oats, and of barley for bath gaged ail winter at $15 a ntit, having made $28
feeding and malring purposes, bas betn sold, going tbe tour prenons nontbs. There are nui man>
both east and south. Barley for malking purposes Englishmen of tht same pattern, lci il bt said bere.
may prove a good thing in the near futur-, but wheat The majorit> ai ibase tbat bd their way t Manitoba
is the crop, and some people will ask what ;>rofits there art raller a poor sort, and dear ai an> money.
are in raising il. The answer must le a very general Ail bis grain was ibreshed ancl.taned up tar>'in
one. There are well attested cases of whe,,t having the season, aIl bis stubhie plowed excepi what is
been raised at even less than 20 cents. Anyth'ng frnm meant for faiow and oat trop, whicb lots hetter wiîh
that up to a dollar, according to who dces the Sguring -pring plawing, closel> toilowed b> ibi seeder. A
and who does the farming. These are hard'y any îbousand btsiieis af ibis wht were sold tar> ai
farms on which grain only is ra'sed, everyone vants $1 15, ibe res! tan wait Ior a spring market. Fitty
ta try a few cattle, nr a pair of breed in- mares, , o as acres in ont block bas birne wbeat ive ytars in suc-
ta avoid the risk of haviag aIl the eggs in one basset. cession, avtnaging thirty bushels and a tittît ovcr for
In easily worked prairie sections, wheat raising m ist tht whole time. A sommer failow this year iu ail the
be the principal idea ; no use preaching there abo il change it will have. Tht stea> good cropa ktep
mixed farming. But many farm of thissort have hay weed geowtl at a minimum, and il iront more advan
bush, or unsolî railroad lands convenient, and can tage ofthese plains tbst they go Iess ta wetds Zha
with advantage follow for a time mixed farming. aimasi any other section ai country. It must be con-

Asample of aclear prairie farm favorablysituatedfor -eded b> cvery reader ibat ibis an, who bas neyer
a preponderanc: of grain farming may he here referred teen aivertised in tht eastemn papers, on given a fret
toin detail. After ten years experience, in every part of til ta Ontario te taik up tht country, is pret>' wel
the North-west, the Portage Plains came out with the flx.d, with a gý;d tarm, goDd buildings, gooc stock
best average returms, and perhaps also, the best staying ani implements, and bard pashec for oni> a month or
power. This staying power is an important point in îwa in spring and full, he may fairly bc set down as a
country whee as yei tht mains idea in tarming has prty sucesarsl whea grower and haf section farmer,

been ta take ail tilat was possible out of the soil, as
sjuickly as possible, and in the easiest way. The value
of these plains is atte ted by the fact 'bat unbroken
lami has heen selling at or near $2o an acre, about
double the price on the saine land elsewhere. The
frosis that have dipped down on almbost every other
place at one time or another, have been here nearly
harmless ; there is a good market clsse at harid ; gond
neighborç, no end] of plant food without undue luxur-
iance, and easy cultivation. There are lands there
bought last year, wvhich this season's crop has more
than paid ftr. They stretch, roughly speaking, 30
miles east and west, ani ten miles broad, a great
wheat garden, some of hich has been under crop for
thirty years r.r more. Twenty years ago Rat Creek,
ten miles west of Portage, was the Indian ioundary,
and ail the seulement was in the bush along the Assin-
aboine River.

In 1875, a farmer now living a few miles west of
Portage, coming m from Califrnia, got settled as the
result of a business " deal " on his present holding,
and good judges decided that neither be nor bis farm-
ing would ever anount ta much. lie had been part.
ner in a hotel business before gong out there with bis
ox-team. There was a large swamp now pretty much
dried out on one corner of his half section, the test
good dry land with scarcely a atone on il. One patch
hai borne two crops beforc lie started, and with an
occasional summer fallow, is being steadily and pro-
fitably cropped yet, almost always in wheat. In
spite of booms and aIl other temptations, ht stayed
with bis land, marrying the daughter of a Iighland
settler. AIl the carly settlers were either Ilighlanders
or half-breeds. IHis outfit to-day is about io head
of horse flesh, two good breedng mares in foal, two
horses, two big colts, and a team of clever driving
ponies, for he has a good eye for horse-flesh ; about
a dozen full grown cattle, and as many youngsters.
le milks only two cows, the others suckle their calves,

and all are well graded or putre bred Shorthorns,
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The fact that this man can rub along with only one
hired man for most of the year is noteworthy. A two
furrow plo-sgh wash four horses abreast turns over a
lot r f land in a fortnight, and harrowing, seeding,
haying, reaping are done in the same speedy way with
the best applian.es, while the high price of hired labor
is balanced by the cheapi food at the horsee, which do
the most of the work.

It must not be hastily assumed that there are very
many farmers whose good fortune bas heen on a par
with the example just cited. There are hail storms,
and examples might be mentioned of three such storms
within eight yeaxs on ont faim, both here and! on the
other side of the line. Piairie fires in more sparsely
settled districts make great havoc, as was the case at
Virden ibis year, when one Sunday a strong wind car-
ried the fire over a wide s'rip of coLntry, for many
miles burning stacks, granaies and other property.
Froste, to, which, by the way, all old setilers agree are
a new thing in their experience, havestruck agai and
again. The whole country embraced by the Red
River and ils tributary streams bas been scourged by
the early summer frost of August. It is not aIt profit,
this wheat growing, though at a dollar a bushel, and
some men here have made more since harvest. Wheat
growing on virgin soit at a low price is fairly coining
mony. With ail drawbacks, it will still be frecly
gon into by the men who know about those draw-
backs, and the wheat area of next year will be the
largest yet known. " Hope spiings eternal in the
human breast," and the hardy yeomen of the north-
west are quite as sanguine as other people.

For the CAaAoAS T.ivE.STocK AND FARs JoUNtAr..

Stock-keeping in Ontario.
The intensified competition in aIl branches of com-

merce which now exisis, produced partly by the mod-
ern facilities for transit, calls for increased energy
and economy of resources in manufacturers and pro-
ducers. While the change bas vastly benefitted the
farming interests of this and ail newly settled coun-
tries, we have, through il, to compete with the pro-
ductions of cheaper land and, in some regicns, more
favarable climate. If on this account we perceive the
need of more intelligence, thrift, and enterprise on
the part of the farmers of Ontario, il is even more
important ta recognize it as arising frcn the very gen-
eral deteriotation of the soil which is going on by the
usuai system (or the want of system) of cropping
which prevails. Probably not one farmer in twenty
realizes the fact that ail the plant food which bis
crops gather from the soil must be returned to it in
some shape, or bis farm is running down. 1Iappily
there is some awakening in the minds of many on this
matter, expressing itself by the remark, " I must
keep more stock, and have more land in grass."
When this course is resolved on, and il is a ctep in
the right direction, the importance of producing stock
of the best qualhty, and at tht least cost, at once sug-
gests itself. We do nat yet know ta what extent the
products of the Great Vest of this continent and the
vast prairies of South America may lower the price
of beef and mutton, and for this and the other rea-
sons our oerations in stock should be carefully and
skilfully conducted.

Having in past years had successfui experience on
a limited scale in breeding and feeding cattle, and
being impressed with the foregoing considerations, I
would gladly further, if possible, the operations of
others in the same line. Although the locality where
I reside is favorably known for its superior stock, I
can safely assert that but a smali proportion of the
farmers in the neighborhood breed and feed cattle in


