
Le Mercier mentions the unusual aid sent to Mont-

real this year - a hundred artisans, who are not

only versed in their trades, but brave in war. -'he

Fathers residing there recommend special devotions

to the Virgin, for aid in repelling the Ioquois; as a

result; " God's hand was so heavy uph the enemy

that they sued for peace."

Three Rivers is harassed all summer by attacks of

the enemy, which are graphically described - espe-

cially an attempt to capture that village by surprise,

which is foiled by the vigilance and resolution of the

French. The Iroquois finally begin friendly nego-

iations, and go away, leaving hostages with the

French for the return of Father Poncet and a com-

panion, who were captured, a few days before, by

one of the Iroquois bands. His seizure and deliver-

ance are described-mainly as written by himself,

at the comuand of his superior. The two French

prisoners are taken to the Iroquois country, where

they are tormented-in like manner, but not as

cruelly, as had been Jogues and Bressani. Poncet

is given, after a few days, to an old woman in place

of her brother; he is then treated with the utmost

kindness, and adopted into the family. His young
French companion is, 'however, burned to -death.

Soon afterward, Poncet is released by his captors,

who take him first to Fort Orange (Albany), to obtain

some European garments from the Dutch, who

treat hilm most generously and hospitably; then

to Three Rivers, where he is surrendered to his

countrymen.

Le Mercier now relates in detail the prelimiuary

negotiations for peace-with the accompanying
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