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WHO MAY VOTE
ECENT HEGSTRATONS AL LEG

City Barrister Settles a Disputed
Point in Report to City
- Counci!

Cou& of Revision Has Ample Power
to Decide All Individual Cases.
Which May Arise

An important legal decision was
submitted to the City Council Monday
evening ‘by the city ' barrister in re-
sponse to a motion passed at the last
meeting of the board in reference to
the powers of the court of revision,
and the right to vote of householders
over 50 years, female householders
who make' no contribution to the
municipal revenue, and a person doing
business in the city but residing out-
side the city limits.

The barrister finds that the courtof
revision has power to simmon wit-
nesses, swear and take evidence. He
also gives the'opinion that a female
who has reached the age of 21 may
register and vote without having paid
any revenue to the city. The com-
plete report is as follows:

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of - yesterday's
date -enclosing ‘a series of questions on
which my opinion is desired. In reply 1
beg to state to question 1:

“Is the Court of Revision a legal tri-
bunal with power to call witnesses, swear
them and take evidence and to give a ju-
dicial determination or otherwise? Whaat
is the effect of the provisions made in<the
Statute for the constitution of this court?

Anewer. — The provisions of the Act,
1906, Cap. 18, Sec. 4, discloses that the
draughtsmen did not have a clear Idea
of the distinction existing between a
“court’” and a ‘‘committee,” sub-SectJou,
A referring to the posting of the voters
list, states, ‘“‘that it shall remain posted
until the sitting of the Committee of Re-
vision.”  Sub-section B~ authorizes tue
council to axégoint two aldermen, who, with
the Mayor, shall form a Court of Revision,
and sub-Section C declares that the Court
of Revision shall correct and .revise the
wvoters’ list, and shall have power to hear
and determine applications, while the lat-
ter part of this eub-Section C declares that
the list so corrected by the committee shall
be certified by the Mayor.

The indiscriminate use in the section of
the term ‘‘court” and ‘‘committee’ leaves
the matter in doubt as to the futent of the
legislature npon the subject matter.

One construction which might be adopted
and ch I am inelined to think a court
would adopt, is that the use of the term
‘“committee” refers merely to the iliem-
bers of the‘ council who are delegated or
mamed to form a court and that their
determination 'with regard to the voters’
ist, made at their sitting as a Court of
Revision constitutes a determination by a
wourt. = Such construction would harmonize
the terms ‘“‘court” and ‘‘commitfee’ in the
interpretation of the meaning of Section 4.

“The Section
Revision shall e
voters’ list: apd shijll
and. determine an, on to strike
out the -mame of an), person improperly
fluced ‘upon the list, ok to place on such
ist the name of any ‘person improperly
omitted. = i 5 ;

The power to hear and determine casts
@ duty upon the Court of Revislon to take
such . evidence - as may he rtinent and
offered upon oath, becauser the law (with
scertain exceptions as to persons who have

t- and reviee - the
gn:‘_ ower to hear

.conscientious objections to taking an oath)

laces no,reliance upon unsworn testimony.
e view that the committee of the coun-
cil named to constitute a Court of Revision
have power to ster an oath to wit-
meeses deposing at  their hearings is
strengthened by reference to Section - 44
Municipal Clauses Act. (R. 8. B. C., 1887)
reading as follows: 2
“The council or any standing or speclal
«committee thereof shall have power, un-
der the hand: and seal of the Mayor or
Reeve of such council to summon witness-
es for examination on oath in any or ail
anatters comnected with or relating to th:l.‘

administration of municipal IS, - an
all have the same power to enforce at-
dance of such witnesses and compe!

them to give evidence as ie vested in any
wvourt of iaw in civil cases. Any -mémber
of such standing or spect
administer an oath to a
before .such comanittee; such witness-
es may De examined, cr examined, and
re-examined according to the - rules and
&ncﬂces of the Supreme Court of B. C.
civil cases.” f

~The mere fact that the committee named
by the councll for }he speclal amrpwes
of u-? the voters’ list is calld in one
P of the Act a ‘“‘Court of Revision” does
not, it seems to ime, restrict the power of
that committee under Section 44 to admin-
dster an oath, but rather would tend .to
wemove doubt as to the power of the com-
mittée with respect to the administration
of an oath, for the simple reason that if
the mémbers of the council named consti-
tute a committee simp

committee nray
witness called

.
*‘court,” then the court has a duty im-
posed -upon it of heari
ould only receive
testimony upon -oath with the ex-

‘ceptions above mentioned.

Ror these reasons it seems to me that

€he answer to question 1 is that the Court
Bty

vision has power to call” witnesses,
to administer an oath to such witne:
before takiiig their testimony, and further
to maké det ation of the questions in-
wvolved. It is immaterial what the deter-
mina 3129 is called whether judicial or
rwise. ‘

The Mayor ~'should . issue an au-

‘ﬂmﬂu—tﬂm under his hand and seal to the

committee in pursuance of Section 44 Mu-

‘Clauses Act. The Court of Re-
wision ought in any of its determinations
4o mention the reason for adding or strik-
ing out a name.

Question 2.—“What is the meaning of
the word “exempt”? Can it be construed
ito permit male householders over 50 years
% female householders, who
make no contribution 39 the municipal rev-

- enue, to claim a vote

jwer.—The ‘woTk “exempt’” has re-

“weived judicial construction and may be

taken to mean: ‘“‘precluded from n;
** With this meaning attach

cha ble.
“to {{:‘ word “exempt” it écems to me that
any 8

‘person over 21 years of age, 'who occu-
zm port of a wemngf €f I
E e

or. v chargeable against
#uch person, is entitled to vote and so
lkewiee ‘ni person having the above gqual-
dfication who cannot be iegally- charged
with a rate, tax or fee. 1In this view male
thouseholders over 30 years of age and fe-
male houscholders exempt from rates,

xes and fees are in a position similar to
w paying such rates, eaxes or fees.
lso erefore it apmrs to'ilne tttn'nt it ntper-

N POSsesses ualifications of a
“householder’’ in all*qother respects, the

| mere fact of not having pald any rates,

taxes or fees to the mu ality, where
the maunicipality js without power to im-
rlte:‘. i feep gpon suchotp:;-

erson s

Therefore the answer to

2 ale;uon 2 is that made householders over

eare of age and female household
shave not made contribution to 3:

_snunicipal revesue, fulfilling the other re.

/ ents of the sectiom, viz: a 80N
& “full age of 21 ears 'who L

¥ occupies
m of a dwelling, tenement, hotel or| you op

house are entitled to vote.
3.—‘‘Does the. thx'e'qtum.unen(t is
ation a rson
claiming a vote ‘resided on the let o‘f’elln-

vary and has continuously resided,’ cover
the case of a person having on the 1st of
January and at all times during the year,
@ fixed home in the city, but taken in the
exercise of his calling or occupation’ out
of the city for short or I y ods?*

Answer.—The word ‘“resides’” has a va-
riety of meanings. It is an ambiguous
‘word and may receive different meanings
wcordmf to the position in which ‘it is
found. It usually denotes the place where
an individual eats, drinks” an
where his family or servants eate, drinks
or eleef. In another <ase a ‘man’s resi-
dence is stated as the place ‘where he
habitually sleeps. Per James L. J. J. in
Te Bowie: ** re are cases in which it
has been decided judiclally, and I think
rightly, that the words *residence” and
*Dusiness” have no actual technical mean-
ing but that you must coustrue them in
each ease in ‘accordance with the object
and intent of the Act in which they
oceur.’”

It seems to me that the object and in-
tent of this Act was to enfranechise such
persons as had stable, fixed and definite
places of abode within the city as distinct
from casual and transient abiding places
thereln. Otherwise it might hapi)en that
a person having a settled abode within the
city and whose business neéessitated trav-
eling from point to point within the pro-
vince at varying times of the year, couid

4 not be- said to have a residence "within the

provice because it could not - be stated
that he had a residence in a particular
part of the province. Sueh a condition
would present a pafadox obviously at var-
iance with the intent of the Act. A per-
son having all his worldly goods thin
the province and whose jlife ahd abeen u
the prvince and whose life. had been
spent, within the province, yet would not
have a residence within the province be-
cause he did not continuously remain in
one place therein. &
Question 4.—“Can a licensee from the
city carrying’ on business in the city. but
tdqhx‘g outside the city” limits, “claim “his
vote?"” x » e
Answer.—It is to be noted that Clause 2
of the Act, 1906, Cap. 18, refers to a
ped who “occupies” a t t, ete.
whereas the form of the statutory declara-
tion vequired from householders imake such
persons state ‘“‘that I was residi within
the limits, etc., and have continuously
resided in sald muulclpnllt{, etc.’”’ .The
form of declaration of (*un ification in or-
der to bring a person within the meaning
of the term *‘householder” as defined by
Section 2, cannet, -it- seems to.me, UpON-a
fair construction of the object and intent
of the statute, dimit ty interpretation of
the word -'‘householder” as pmgcrlbed in
the Aect. The act saye ‘“‘occupy,” -t}}e,def
claration says “resides continuously.” _Ke-
sides continuously must :be interpreted as
“occuples,” otherwiee the declaration would
limit the operation of the wonds of the
Act. A pereon may occupy premises with-
in the meaning of the Act if he retains
premises within the city and pays a rate,
tax or fee of over $2.00 per annum to the
city in respect of such premises.
6’uestlon 5.—*“Under what circumstances
can one or several and how many joint
occupiers exercise the franchise?”

the mere fact of a person occupying prem-
ises conjointly with another, if such per-
son has paid the rate, tax or fee of -not
less than $2.00 where such feé¢ is.degally’
chargeable, will not deprive such personT
of the right to vote, and each of a dozcns
Joint occupiers  would be entitled to vote,
rovided each had: paid swch rate, tax or
ee -where legally chargeable.

Question 6.—*‘Can -a Court of ‘Revision
look - beyond the declaritions of claim'to
vote and obtain information from city
officials or outsiders, or must they deter-
mine the claim to vote upon the statutory
declaration itself, and can the court use
knowledge in their posseseion with regard
to the claimaut to determine his - right 7
Can’ the claimant be summoned before thé
Court of Revision 1o stateshis claim.? =~ -

Answer.—There is a  primary  principle
that. a court before which -angy matter is
to be tried should conceal any. fact within
its own kuow]edgv. unless that fact.be first
sworn to, therefore the court shounld not |
declde the merits of any applcation upon
any facts other than those properly brought
before it upon.oath. In order to have all
faets copmected with the application befere
a .court, city officials, outsiders and: any
other persons who-are able ‘to-throw light
vpon the matter should, -if-.required;- he
summoned a
the. Court e
the facts stated in the déclaration, “but.
may Inquire into the truth of I;dhc_fngts 80
stated, otherwise it would be Idle tp, have
a sitting. - ety

To summarize: :

its’ proceedings as similarly: as possible to"
a Supreme Court hearing. ¥

2. A male householder over 50 years of
age and a female householder, is each en-

occupies the whole or part,of a dwelling,
tgnement, hotel or boarding house within
the city. ; ; g 3
3. The mere fact of a person who other-
wise has the qualifications of a household-
er, being absent h}iom the ecity for .ir-
regular periods, wilt not disgualify such
person from voting, :
.- Nor- will a licensee from the eity,
otherwise poseessing qualifications, be dis-
gunalified from voting by reason of the
fact that he has a.bouse or residence out-
side the city limits in oases where such
{)hevxl-lsong carries on business wlt‘hln the city
ts. ¢
5. Any number of joint. occupiers may
ocen| and  exercise the franchise, pro-
vid: each has paid to the municipality
not less than ?2.00 for the current year

where chargeable therewith. e
W. J. TAYLOR.

OBJECT T0 REPORTOF
FISH COMMISSIONERS

People of New Westminster Will
- Make Themselves Heard
“at Ottawa

New Westminster, B, C., Dec. 3.—
The ‘interest taken locally in the report
of the fisheries commissionérs was strik-
ingly exemplified on Saturday evening,
“when about 200 residents of this city,
all of whom were interested, directly or
indirectly, in the fishing industry of the
Fraser. river, assembled fin the council
chamber at the city Hall, for the purpose
of. making a ‘protest against certain:
clauses eontained in the report of a ma-
Jjority of the fishery commissioners. His
Worship Mayor Keary occupied the
chair, and the speakers included mll
classes of men from all parts of the ecity.

After several speeches had been deliv-
ered, a resolution, which had previously
been proposed and seconded, was with-
drawn, and a committee was appointed
to draft a stronger resolution, to be
forwarded to Ottawa. The committee
consists of the Mayor, Jas. Anderson, J.
D. Taylor, ¥. W. Howay, George Mac-
kie and Andrew Holerew.

CONDUCTOR LOSES ARM.

Vancounver, Dec. 3.—Arthur W. Rich-
ardson, a C. P. R. conductor on .the
new Nicola branch, had an arm cut off
by a train on Friday. He was walking
‘beside the train at ‘Coutless when his
foot was caught in a frog. Realizing he
would be killed unless he threw himself
outside of and beside the rails, he did
50, but his arm was caught and erushed
by a wheel.

MR. BOURASSA’S POSITION.

Mr. Bourassa made an attack on the
government yesterday. -He described him-
self as being a Liberal, and demanded-to
be told if he was- disloyal for opposing the
South African war, ‘“when it was d

sleeps or|

Answer.—With regard to this question,}

e ,tesw taken.and
lsﬁn is [ goncluded by |

1. ‘A Court of Revision should conduet |

titled to  vote, -provided that he or. shel]
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Victoria and Ida Efta Being Out-
fitted to Carry Crews of
White Hunters

Two sealing “schooners are being' out-
fitted and ‘made ready to sail about a
week hence with full crews of white
hunters, and three, perhaps four, others
wilk leave within a fortnight to hunt off
this coast, Copper islands and in Bering
sea, being outfitted for a cruise covering
nine or ten months. The first of the
fleet to leave will probably be the Vic-
toria,, which Capt. Whidden will com-
mand. He was master of the schooner
Diapa last season. The schooner Ida
Btta, -which Capt. Folger will take out,
is -also being made . ready 'to carry a
white crew. - Capt: F‘:&er took out the
schooner City of Sam Diego last season,
being the first of the sealing company’s
fleet to sail. i i ok

Further advices from Ottawa: regard-

ing - the troubles of the Gertrude, .of
Capt. Matt Ryan in Gruguay, state that’
the four seal hunters that schooner

who were made prisoniers and ‘taken to
-Rocha have since ‘been confined in prison
at Montevideo and are awaiting triak
Capt. Ryan reported to agemts at Hali-
fax who have asked the Dominion gov-
erniment to intervene. According to the
report from Capt. Ryan the four hunt-
ers, in September la$t, were ‘engaged in
seéaling some distance from the coast of
Urugnay -when they were overtaken. by
a fog. - Not being able:to make the ship,
‘they decided to pull for the shore, but
were seized by .a guardship. - It is. pot
at all clear that-they were in the terri-
torial waters of. Uruguay: at the time,
but, ‘at any rate, the <four men Wwere
made prisoners and taken: to Monte-
video, In the case of the Agnes. G.
Donahoe, which . was also in charge of
Capt. Ryan, the vessel..and the officers
and crew were sejzed. - The ‘men  Jan-
guished in prison for.seme months be-
fore the British government secured
their release on the ground that there
was no law in force prohibiting fishing in
Uruguayan waters. ‘A claim for dam-/
ages for unlawful -seizure was after<
wards presented and is now awaiting
settlement. The-government has learned
that the Uruguayan authorities contem-
plate the endctment of a law prohibit~
ing sealing in territorial waters under
penalty of imprisonment for long terms.
The. owners . and: masters of Canadian
wealing vessels clearing for South Amer-
ican waters are, -therefore, warned
against the consequences of sealing' off
the coast of Uruguay.

ANTILOCHUS“IN, PORT.

Discharging, General Cargo—Will-Load
' =/ Salmon. and Whale Oil. . o
The floating warehouse, Antilochus, of

the ' Blue Funnel line. returned to port

‘from’ the- Sound on -Sunday and com-.

menced discharging: , Monday . morniing.

The :steamer has- 600 ‘tons of generad

freight, bar -dron, “groceries; Christmas

here, mostly salmon, whale produets and
‘lumber for her homeward veyage; the
salmon and whale oil for Liverpool and
Glasgow.and thg lumber for Hongkong.

CAMOSUN GOES NORTH
With ‘Many ‘Passengers—Union ‘Steam-
" ..~ Ship.Co.’s Offi es Removed. <

. « Steamer Camosun of the ‘Union Steam-
ship company¥, which ‘sailed ‘for northern
British Columbian - ports, “Naas, Prince
Rupert, Portland- canal and 054 other
place .of call, Monday night had a fair
amount of freight, including some. ship-
ments of Christmas goods: for nerthern
settlements, and an average number of
passengers. Among those avho left by
the steamer’ were "J., A. Coates, .timber
cruiser, and J. A. Norris and another
bound to Hardy bay, en route to Quat-
sino by ' the ‘trail across the Island; R.
Chambers, manager of the 'Alert Bay
cannery, and wife, Mr. Galley, of Har-
bledown island, Geeorge Bailey and wife
of Potrt Essington, Miss R. Cunningham,
and child for-Port Essington, E. Nord-
séow and wife, and: A. Christensen and
family, for Bella Coola, and J. Watkins,
bound to Quatsino via Hardy bay  to
look over some mining property.

The local offices of the Union Steam-
ship company, which' were situate ‘on
Turner Beeton’s wharf have been moved
to 53 Wharf street, where the local
agent, P. Fleming, has- now taken up
his -quarters. S

TOTTENHAM BRINGS SUGAR.

Passed Up to Vancouver With 6000
: T_on'-—The Duneric Arrives.

Steamer Tottenham of the Watts
Watts company, arrived on Sunday and
Monday proceeded to- Vancouver after
passing quarantine, with 6,000 tons of
raw sugar-from Java ports, in baskets
for the British Columbia Sugar refinery.
The Tottenham came via Muroran, leav-
ing the Japanese port on Nov. 14th. An-
other arrival yesterday was thte steamer.
Duneric of Andrew Weir & Co., from.
Portland for Vancouver,. to load. jumber |
for San Francisco.: Never- before has’
lumber been shipped in cargo lots from
British Columbian mills to San Fran-
cigeco. = There -is a duty of from ‘$2 ‘to
$6 to be paid on lumber from this. prov-
ince, but the great demand and conse-
quent high prices at the Golden Gate
makes the importation profitable even

with the high duty.
CHINA AND THE OPIUM TRADE.

In the Chinese edict against opium the
calm philosophic attitude of the Orient
may be contrasted with the earnest deter-
mination of the West.” The 'Chinese gov-
ernment ‘has not attacked the evil with a
determination to kiH it at once, but has
adopted a gradual and progressive elimin-
atlon that will extend over a perfod of ten
years, ‘The prohjbitivé edict makes various
allowances toward personal conditions and
prediections, while imposing special pres-
sure on the holders of offfcial positions.
Opium is the’ Chinamgy’s besetting weak-
ness, almost- as destructive and demoraliz-

ing as alcohol to the North American In-
dians. The drug is. prepared from- the
milky juice of a common- variety- of the
poppy. ‘:Although its production and use
can be traced to the early
Minor, and it is mentioned in classics lit-
erature, its  first recorded introduction to
China was by Arab traders during ' the
ninth century. This trade was insignifi-
cant in volume down to the latter half of

generally by the Liberal party in Canada.’”
There you are, Messrs the rals of On-
tario. Your friend and allg, Bourassa, says

‘the war in South Africa, and
ogp the sending of Canadian troops to
the ald of the Empire when it sat in splen-
did isolation, the whole "world opposed.—

the t h century, when the practice
of opium-smoking broke out agd spread
with destructive rapidity among all class-
es in the Celestial Empire. The trade was
first secured by the Portuggese, and inter
by the British ‘East India eom any.  "The
Chinese ‘Emperor grew alarmed at.the ex-
.tent of the practice and its disastrous re-

Hamilton Spectator.

sults, and prohibited the- importation " of

SEALING SEHOONERS |2

| dates from Jast .. March,

§yoo£ds and x:)th%' cargo éﬂpthis port, mbs-ﬁ- i
from-“the United; - i_ppd‘ om~and. will |
k)ad"'ab‘onfsml) tons ‘9 gengmi‘ fgeighc,

/by Bishop

records of Asia |

the drug in 1820. This led to a wegularly
established smuggling trade ca: on

East India_company- with the conni-
yance of the Chinese officials. When at-
tempts were made to break up this trade
the company had sufficient. influence To
promote the opium war, which. ended in
the opening of five ports in 1841 to opium
and all foreign goods. TFrom that time the
trade in East Indlan opium to China has

steadily Increased. ’

With the merging of the East India com-
pany. into the government of India in 1838
the opium monopoly of the company pass-
ed to the government, and as the trage in-
creased in volume it s ily became one

{ of the chief sources of Indian revenue. - In

Bengal .the cuitivation. of the poppy and
the -preparation of opium have developed
into .an industry of imimense importance,
and it is conducted under official supervis-
fon: The juice of the poppy is collected
and dride into cakes, which are made of
uniform- size and wrapped ih the petals ‘of
the .poppy flowers, cemented together by
@ . gum which is also a.product of the
plant. This, is the forim In which it is
shipped to China and other Oriental conn-
tries,- and to western countries having a
large Chinese populgtion. In 1904 the sales
at Calcutta returned $23,630,000, and the
cost of production was about $10,000,000.
For the fiscal year ending March, 1903,
the government of India -derived a revenue
of ,000,000 from the drug, chiefly from
sales in China. Whether oplum.be eaten,
smoked, or absorved through hypodermic
injections, it is the destructive vice of
-En/stern riices, us dleohol s’ of the races
of’the West. Recent treaties have restor-
ed to the Chinese government the right
to proteet the people from foreign Ssup-
plies, and as the local production is ve-
stricted and under care
prohibitive. edicts should have a -material
effect. China, with her individualistic

tendencies, her officigl corruption, and her |’

loose ideas regaiding' governmenttal "au-
fhor&t’y;vumy not achleve a marked suc-
cess in this. effortito e ate a popular
and - injurious.habit, but her efforte will be
watched as signs of the strength’ of the
Bastern awakening.——Toronto Globe.

LETHBAIDGE NERS
DECLARESTRIE OFF

Are Granted an il,r;'(:':ease of Pay
_ But Lose Several Other
Points

- Lethbridge, Dec. 3,—The long stand-
ing coal strike is over; the operators and
employees having come to terms Satur-
day night. The large number of men
will return to work immediately.

The following is. the basis: of settle-
ment: There will be no check off nor
discrimination between- union and non-

‘union men employed, but a substantial

increase in wages has been granted. Ar-
bitration is also provided for in advance
of, further disputes.

Needless to say-the news has caused
great rejoicings and, wis hailed with de-
light throughout the ‘éntire western’coun-

ry. P g H I

* ‘The strike, which has been settled,
when it was
called by Mr. Sherman; the local presi-
dent of the United -Mine Workers of
America, consequent upon the coal eom-
pany refusing to concede certain terms
which included such increase in wages
as would make a mininum diufnal rate
of $3 an eight liour day, and the recog-

nition of the union, ‘together with the’

adoption of  the ‘clieck system whereby
the ‘company would collect’ the -union’s
dues from the 1S wages and hand
them over -to.the Limion.

Upon the company -declining to grant

thiese demands thetinion workmen strack| !

and “thre’ mine ha$vsince been ‘partially
opergted by non-uniéh men.

'he negotiations)® the -successrul out-
come of which relidved the coal situa-,
tion which threatened to darken the win-
ter months, were. inaugurated by . Mr.
Mackenzie King, deputy minister of lab-
or at Ottawa, who eame west about a
month ago. The local manager of the
mine, P. C. Naismith, as representing
the company; and'Mr. Sherman and Mr.
Sharp, Towa, and igmbers of the Amer-
ican Iéderation of Labor, had a_couple
of 4conferences and. a ‘certain basis of
dgreement was arrived’at. The com-
pany- agreed to méke an increase in
wages, which will amdunt to about 10
per cent.. They, "#{gged ‘to recognize
the union to the éxtent of making the
mine & closed mine, but.said they would

be willing .to ‘meet: the -officers of the|.

union :to discuss .questions in which
members employed in the mine Were in-
terested. ‘The eight heur day was hot
agreed ‘to. This was not regarded as im-
portant, ‘because it Wwas understood that
local legislature would pass the forth-
coming session an act limiting the hours
of employment ‘in coal mines 'to eight
hours ‘a dgy. g

CHAIN LETTER.

A Comrniuiiea‘tio’n'_o'f Local Interest in
.. The Christian. Churchman.

The Colonist has been asked to répro+
duce ‘the following ~which appeared in
the' Canadian Churchiman in_ its issue of'
Noy. 22nd last: .. .

Sir—A chain .postal card nuisance:
that ‘causes -.a great deal of trouble
throughout the - United States is now
spreading its links ‘over Canada, and has’

caused . considerable ; trouble . throughout |.
.Ontario of late. A person receives & pos-

tal card that contaips .the  following

rayer and. letter: Phe prayer, “O Lord,

esus Christ we "imflbre Thee, eternal
‘God, have mercy on all mankind, keep-
ing us from all sin ‘and .take us with,
Thee . through ..all- eternity. Amen.”
The letter, “This ‘prayer was sent out
Lawrence; askiyg -that it be
recited and sent to'nine persons, the one
who will nat.do this will have some mis-
fortune. . He. who recites this:prayer and
‘sends it.to: nine persons beginning on- the
day it is received and ‘sending one éach/
day will en or before the ninth day ex-
periencé some great joy. It was heard
said, he who will granmt this Tequest will

‘be delivered from al] ealamity.”” Despite

the. unchristian theology of the:‘“letter”
and -the stupidity of chain letters yet as
this letter ‘appeals fo' the superstitious
and others, the'circnlation of these let-
ters continue, many persons- receiving
several copies, and in desperation send-
ing them on ad infinitum. The only
bishop in America by the name of Law-
rence is the Right Rev., the Bishop of
Massachusetts, who, of course, has had
nothing to do with the endless chain
prayer and superstitions _letter. He
thinks that it must be the work of some
irresponsible person and  hopes - that
those receiving these chain letters will
destroy them. Denials to this effect have
appeared in the daily paper.: and the
church periodicals in the United States.
Will. you_kindly publish this appeal so
that these particularly, unfortunate and
persistent chain letters may come to an
end. A, L. MURRAY.

Ridgetown, Nov. 15, 1906.

MAKE CARS HERE.

The British Columbia Electric Raflway
Co., some time ago, established its car
‘shops here, and made a distinct success of
the undeértaking. - n -will the steam
rallwaye wake up to the wisdom of foliow-
ing the example? British Columbia tim-
ber is.the best to be had for railway cars,
and it seems poor poliev to haul it across
the continent and then build it into cars
whichr are to be wused all along the route
over which 1t traveled. ana New Westmin-
ster is now recognized as the best manu-
facturing site in the province.——New:- West-
minster News.

-remarkable displu): of brute strength be-!

sorveillance they

'war commenced, the Hindu high priest!

.of straining, perspiring men, exhorting

| of Old Country manufacture, and of the
clearest character, more than 4,700 feet |

.who expect to provide some
«clothing and blankets for the children

3 WATE MERARD OIS

- ENGAGE N TUGFWAR

Referee Decides Agéinst Peopleé
of Vishnu and Free Fight [

Follows

New Westminster, B. C., Dec. 3.—A |
tug-of-war between the Hindus and |
white men employed at the Kraser river
-mllls,_ on Saturday afternoon, culmin-|
ated in a free-for-all fight, in which the!
employees were more or less severely}
injured. The trouble arose over the de-
cision of the referee, the Hindus claim-
ing the victory in spite of the fact that
it had been ‘awarded to their pale co-
workers at the big lumber factory. It
took a great deal of persuasion and a

fore they wére finally convinced that |
they “were beaten, but after a short,
sharp and devisive struggle they decided |
to cry quits, and .retired to their quar-
ters to figure up how long it would take
them to save up the $40 they had lost
over the trial of strength.

'T'hf tug-of-war commenced at twenty
minutes after noon, and lasted for half
an _hour, when the victory was awarded
to-the white men. Before the tug-of- |

knelt in the.centre of a devotional group
of agpirgng_ athletes and invoked the help
of 'Vishnu in 'the forthcoming struggle
against the infidels. During the time the
men were tugging away at the rope, the
high priest walked up and down the liue[

each and every one of them to pull hard-
er, because $40 was at stake, He was

fol]oweq:in his peregrinations by a num- |
ber: of "interested parties, whose -odest’

savings had helped to back the muscles
of the team of eleven, and these men
took advantag
help their straining brethreén.
to no avail.

f every opportunity to
But all
The white men won. °
DR. CROCKETT’S VISIT.

Rev. W.

S. Crockett, D. D., of

‘| Eqinburgh university, parishi minister of

Tweedsmuir, Peeblesshire, Scotland, and
author of many books dealing with Scot-
land and her greatest novelist, Sir Wal-
ter Scott, the latest being *“Abbotsford’
and “In the Border Country,” illustrat-
ed by James Orrock, and about to be|
gublxshed by Hodder & Stoughton, spent’

unday in Victoria. Dr. Crockett is on
a Jecturing tour, and intends to deliver.!

a lecture at Institute ~hall on Friday |

evening of this week. - He is particular-
ly ‘pleased to see ‘Scotsmen and the de-
scendants of Scotsmen occupying ‘so
many promfnent pesitions “in Canada.
He finds Scotia a popular ‘subject to lec-
ture on, and -finds in general that Sir
Walter Scott is still' the people’s favor-
ite "in Spite of the-mass of modern fic-
tion. He was struck with: the amount
of“light fiction read in ‘Canada, especial-
Iy in Montreal and Toronto. In conver-
sation with. several city librarians, he
was assured, however, that Scott was
largely read by Canadians as well as
Scotsmen. . Dr. Crockett brings a touch
of home to every Scotsman and lover of
the “Wizard of the North” in the lec-
tures he delivers, and which are freely
illusfrated not only by means-of the

stereopticon, -but also the moving picture |
| projectoscope. : It .is the first. time that

?71 t‘\;r‘e_ soguusérnted dhnge heen  given
n ern g a,: and  the innovation-
promises m'fhemce‘edin‘ 1y po ular.’For..
the Viectoria ' lecture, the eléétrical and
optical arrangements will be in the
hands of ' Clifford Denham, the films
carried by the- Socttish litteratenr being

LILE. ORPHANS ME
10 HAVE “NEW SUITS
«chr-istmas' Present "ls Decided

on at Meeting of Ladies’
Committee

The regular monthly meeting of the

ladies’ committee of the B.-C. Protes-|

tant Orphanage was held Monday af-
ternoon at the home on Hillside avenue,
there being present Mrs, G. A. McTay-
ish, in the chair, and Mesdames McCul-
doch, -Bishop, Huckell, Andrews,
5; n‘\igge Van Tassell, Toller, Higgins,
Todd, 6row~Baker, and the ‘honorary
secretary, Mrs. Wm. Berridge. -

The visiting committee ' reported as

follows: *“The usual weekly visits were
made, and we found very little to supply,
as the donations of the preceding month
provided nearly all necessaries.
. “With sineere regret we made God-
speed to our matron, who leaves for a
three-months’ rest, .and we are very
thankful te he able to instal so good ‘a
‘substitute as Miss Hinds, who needs no
introduction to this ‘committee. J

“It was our pleasure to be present
twice at the tea .hour, and were re-
joiced to see forty-eight boys and girls,
large and small, sit. down and, with keen
appetites, appreciate the abundance of
food set before them. - :

“The playroom has been very satis-
factorily renovated and presents a very
{oxﬁnidable fortification :‘ow to bat and

all..: ; )

“The chrysanthemum exhibition was
a prongunced success, hoth artistically
and financially, and praved a source of
considerable satisfaction to the ladies,
needed

of the home from the proceeds, which

vagm)unted to $228.30 gross, and netting

$213.30. d : )
. “The committee take great pleasure
in recording here their appreciation. of
the hearty co-operation and support of
the many kind friends who came to their
aid in this last undertaking.

“On our last visit we found all well
and happy.

“Respectg.'uny submitted on behalf of

your commi
chULLOGH. :

ttee. ’
. “JENNIE F.

s ~-“A. E. LESTE

"his was' received, and ‘Mrs. Hueckell

and Mrs. Wm. Andrews were elected as
the visitors for December.
-~ On motion it was decided to have the
usual Christmas festivities at the ‘homve
on Friday, Dec. 28, and that each child
should- have a new suit of clothes for
the oceasion.

Bills to the amount of $126.40 were
approved and ordered-paid. -

The matron reported all well, and the
following donations, whieh were thank-
fully accepted: Ah Toy, $4
‘No_rns, half dozen squash: R.
Bride, 2 sacks pears; W. H. Finlayson,
large sack mixed vegetables: Mrs. Kirk,
15 yards serge; G. Me€rea (Cedar Hill),
sack potatoes, box apples; Miss Honey-
lun, clothing; Mrs. Stevens (Michigan
street), elothing, buttons, needles, thread
and sundries; The Friends, per Mrs.
Stevens. (Salt Spring), 6 sacks veget-
ables, box apples; entertainment A. O.

It's more than warm
and comfortable. It’s
stylish. Fit-Reform tailor-
men know how to

combine all three of these

essentials.

Made in the hand-
somest Scotch and Insh
Tweeds you ever saw.

#OUNDERS IN CANADA OF
Hand Tailored Garments, Completely Finished,

Write for Samples and Self Measurement Blanks

Allen & Co., - Fit-Reform Wardrobe,

Victoria, B. C.

-est stock

|| province.

Albion

As the Winter Season
- | -iS. coming
o =i a‘heater will soon.be .| ...
"I’ necessary. i
them in all sizes and
prices. Also the larg=-

"and Ranges in the

' Catalogue Sent for the Asking

Stove Works

3 LIMITED. :

" Victoria, BC

on rapidly
- We have

of Stoves

L . L *°

‘R. S. Sargent,

Hazelton and Bulkley Valley
Prbcpeotor: ‘and int'ﬁdinn u:ttlm can be fully
equipped at R. S. Sargent’s General Store at Hazel-

: ton.  All prospectors’ groceries packed in
y i sacks. Small pack train in connection with business.

—Dropmopuno—

- Hazelton, B. C.

Fourteen years in Business at Hazelton"

cotton

A CLOSE INSPECTION

- OF HARNESS

exhibited in our fine stock wiil re-
veal the reason for Jts superlority
over all others. Its &plendid work-
manship, perfect finish, trimming
and mounting shows the case with
which it is made, and that the
quality of the leather used is of the
highest grade. For beauty and
style it I8 without a peer.

B. C. Smru (o,

VICTORIA, B. C.

rd

dish pan: I. O. O. F. lodge, No. 17,

Duncan, per Mrs. Lastly, $30;- Mrs.

3 Mrs, F'-{ Downie, North Saanich, cash, $5; Miss
Me- ; Tlene Dumbleton, 10c; Sea & Gowen, 15

pairs gloves; No. 3 Co., Fifth Regt., 2
sacks of bread; Mrs. Harris (Clarence
hotel), clothing; Mrs. Armstrong (Saan-
ich), 3 sacks apples; Mrs. Martindale,
citrons: Mrs. €. F. Todd, clothing; Mrs.
MecMicking, sack beets; Mrs. Jas. Pat-
terson, clothing; Mrs. Newbigen, cloth-
‘ing; A Friend (unknown), books, games
and clothing; Stony Hurst V‘/orking

U. W., hall, cake; Mrs. Bishop, ‘granite Party, 42 pinafores, 36 pairs of gloves,

4

2

9 books, thread, needles and buttons;
Mrs. Kelow, furniture, toilet set: Mrs.
Van Tassel, apples; A Friend (Duncau),

PRACTICAL PHONETICS.
Winnipeg Tribune.

Two citizens were talking of plon
spelling when one of them prodi :
letter, the first he had rgeeived from his
little daughter. 1t conchided:

“Plees xeoos mee for yoosing a pench
It is ofl riteing but I can't help it the
led of the pensl wags?’ .

PAERIGTC 7 gP ARa

Frld[y, December 7, 1908

DNCANS RESPOIS
IO THE A

pretty Town in the Cof
District Scents Approg
of Good Times

1t has"‘ been stated that thef
furry in real estate throughout
and immediate vicinity is pure
that nothing like the same adg
peing experienced on Vancouvef
This has been used as an arm
the effect that the prosperous tH
momentary and may be expected
side in the course of a month or
perhaps, disastrous results to t
who have been expressing th

' gence in the community by inv

real estate and other ventures.
formation .is at hand'that th
gpirit of celation, the same fg
puoyancy, -extends far beyond
fines of Victoria. It is noticeal
&,oints’g_long the E. & N. line a
ularly g “the heretofore “qui
town of Duncans.

For the past decade or so
nad presented the awvpearan
wealthy but somewhat staid an
matic town. Its inhabitants
cently. have seemed to have lit
interest in life than to meet tl
on ‘their arrival to and from t
tal, to converse with passenger|
post themselves on the news of
side world by ebtaining copies
newspgper—it didn’t matter
them whether it was the lates
one, two or three days old wa
interesting  as another. Th
would return to their easy ¢
enjoy the remainder of the da
pipe and in quiet rumination.
one remarked with a smile,”
Victoria -over again, only on 4
scale.” Most of the residents
ranches bringing them in coy
revenue ~while the others had
steady incomes. In the midst ¢
ceedingly pleasant environment,
peautitul Cowiehan river rollin
on its way to the sea on the J
a jperfect picture of verdarnt fi
pine forests, set off by a glimy
occasional mountain range, on e
the members of this favored co
were content to continue alo
their uneventful routine forge
erything except that they had
of what this world deems wor
and were "happy.

The Awakening

Now, howeyver, things are
The puff of ‘the  early mornin,
evening train doesn’t create ¢
sensation as of yore. . Ranchi
drop ‘their hoes, ecarpenters forg
aside their hammers and even
dians are too busy to more th
up disinterestedly as the engi
up at the depot for the purpos
positing and taking on freight
sengers.

{Principal among the small gr

gl remain faithful  te theit:te

visit the station every morning a
‘times -in the evening are the pi
of the two hotels of Duncans.
always on hand; but its part
business. While it is true fhat
tend just as warm a welcomd
casual visitor whether he be st
friend it is equally correct tHi
find themselves too busily -eng
spend more than two or three
with each individual. - 'With th
wreathed in smiles they pass
to another holding forth the
hand”’ and making everybody
much at home as if he or she
landed in their native town.' B
how it isn’t the same as: befd
very atmospheree is different.
tions of Frank Price, of the 1
hotel, and of his worthy rival
Quamichan hotel, convey to the
idea that there has been a maf
teration in the general conditio
fairs within the past few mont

Passing from the station, th
is further struck for on ‘eve
places where before Wwere 8¢
peaceful quietude, there are to
pietures of marked animation. T
corner where the children. we
habit of playing ‘“rounders.” im
Iy after school, a pretty little
was noticed by a visitor on Sun
inguiry from a passer-by, wha,
to have scarcely time enough
to the question, brought from
look of incredulous astonishment]
unheard of ignorance. Then
answer “Why, that't the bank
branech “ of the bank wof ' Britis
America. Its been here for somd
and I. think there will be ang
stitution of its kind established
near future.”

Similar surprises were to be
ered everywhere. Next to th
mentioned bank, -another somew
posing business strueture wa
course of construction. At othe
were seen new residences in J
In short, it was evident that ¢
town of ‘Duncans could no longe
propriately termed ‘“quiet” or d
inhabitants had become imbued
same spirit that has stirred up
mant ‘elements in Victoria dud
past few months. They had ay
to the possibilities of the fertil
of Cowichan and were hrepm:x.n
their places in the van with Viet
other Vancouver Island centres
march along the highway of p

C. H. Dickie’'s Views

One of the most prominent
of Duncans is C. H. Dickie,
a member of the! provincial leg
He is typical of the reévivifi
which he has made his home, bej
enferprising and having thorong
dence in the future of the Isla
whole, and the Cowichan distrie
ticular. A talk with Mr. Di
plained in some measure the m
change which was noticed in the
conditions in Duncans. He W
enthusiastic in commenting upon
sibilities. With other residents,
section he is firmly convinced |
action of the C. P. R. in decidi
the. expenditure of $15,000,000
clearance of thousands of acres
idle, arable land will prove ex
beneficial to the entire Island. Hi
that it will bring more settler
country; -will help in the deve
of the latent resources of the
distriets and will assist material
development of commerce and
not altogether along the lines of]
ture, but in a general way,
Mr. Dickie was much impres:
the remarks made by T. W. Pat
an interview wupon railway
upon the Island, published in 4
of an interview in Sunday’s
He also thinks that the anno
of an extension of the . & N,
to the West coast is but the fo
of the extensive opening up of
2in areas of the Island. With
-erson, his opinion is that it woul



