(From Friday's Daily l!d.lﬁon).l
Ministerial
Defence Heard.

Opposition Criticism At Last
Brings Respense From
Finance Minister.

Who Exchanges Compliments
With Ex-Colleague—A Pain-
ful Turn in Slocan.

According to the anticipations of the
opposition, as well .as the government,
this evening will witness the close of
the debate on His Honor’s speech at
the opening of the local legislature, a
night sitting being ordered if necessary
to bring the battle of oratory to the de-
cisive division. Yesterday proved pos-
gibly the most: interesting day since the
di jon comm d, Col. Baker (who
had moved the adjournment the previous
evening) being followed by the Minister
‘of Finance, whe held the floor for an

" hour and ‘a half, devol himbﬂ; al-
ternately to defence of the conduct and
policy of ‘the administration, and dennn-
ciation of the late force in the cabinet—
Mr. Joseph Martin. Of this gentleman
he had to say in his peroration—carry-
ing out the title of “ the fallen angel,
which had been bestowed through the
joint effort of Hon. Dr. McKechnie and
Col. Baker—that he x"emm.ded him
strongly of the character in Milton, who

had said:
“And in my choice
To reign is worth ambition; though in Hell,
Better to reign in Hell than serve In
Heaven,’ .

Aside from the deoate, in.which Col.
Baker and Hon. Mr. Cotton were the
only speakers, Mr. Pooley moving the
adjournment of the debate, interest in
the day centred in the few moments
immediately prec
when Mr., Eberts mov ]

. ment of the debate in order to bring to
the attention of the house the reported
serious condition of dffairs in the Slocan
mines, where the management of the
Payne group, near Sandon, had so come
into conflict with the workmen of the
union as to anticipate trouble with th_at
organization, and telegraph to Superin-
tendent Hussey for a sufficient force to
adequately protect life and property.
Mr, Bberts was anxious to obtain from
the Attorney-General a declaration that
he was taking the necessary action in
the premises; and that member of the
government, in giving the desired assur-
ance, expressed the upinion that no dan-
ger need be apprehended—an ‘opinion
that was acquiesced in by Mr. Green,
the member for the district in question,

PETITIONS.

The house having been opened with
prayer by Rev. W. H. Barraclough, peti-
tions were presented by the following
members: )

Mr. Clifford—From M. King, asking
for leave to present a delayed petition,
for the incorporation of a company to
build and operate a railway from Dyea
River to a point at or néar Lake Ben-
nett, with all usual incidental privileges.

Mr. Green—From forty-four citizens
and miners of Silverton, B.C., asking
that no amendment or change be made
to those clauses of the: present Mineral
Act commonly known as the eight-hour
law, and that these clauses be retained
jn their entirety, and duly enforced.

The petition of the British America
“Corporation and other mining companies
of West Kootenay, presented by Mr.
va_tm on Wednesday, was read and
received, Mr, Macpherson - not being
sustained in the point raised by him that
the petition could not be regarded as in
order, inasmuch as it did not conclude
with a prayer, but merely a recital of

facts.
RETURN PRESENTED.

¥lon. Mr. Semlin laid before the house
a return asked for by resolution, with
respect to the disallowance of certain
izbor legislation of 1898.

AN ERROR CORRECTED.,

Mr. Helgesen, ‘as a privilege, rose to
correct an unintentional error contained
in' the Colonist report of ‘Wednesday's
proceedings. "When he had referred to
‘Mr, Martin opposing certain restrictive
“degiglation in behalf of the working
elasses, he had not spoken of Italians,
but of Chinese. He hoped that the
‘representative of the Colonist in the
-gallery would set the matter right.

DEBATING THE SPEECH.

COL. BAKER, continuing the debate
‘wwhere he had adjourned the previous

+evening, said that he had on the former
«day touched upon that portion of His
‘Honor's speech relating to the war in
South Africa, and the expressions of
loyalty and fidelity that were pouring in
from all parts of the Empire. If there
had been any doubts as to the depth and
heartiness of this loyalty, the magnifi-
cent meeting held on Wednesday evening
at the Victoria theatre should have set
these aside, and vindicated the'true feel-
ings of British Columbia and its people
toward the Mother Country. Not only
were the people of British Columbia pre-
pared to send their sons and brothers to.
fight the battles of the Empire, but they
were prepared as well to put their hands
down in their pockets and supply them
with the equipment they would require
in going to the front. He hoped that
the government would realize the para-
mount necessity of securing a definite
reply at once from the Dominion govern-
ment in regard to the offer that had been
made, again emphasizing the importance
of the consideration of time. .

‘I'he mémber for Cariboo had misrepre-
gented facts in endeavoring te lead the
house and people to believe that the late
government was or could be in any way
responsible- for. the complications in
mining titles that had arisen in Atlin.
He demonstrated how, the birth of Atlin
as an important mining district being
almost co-incident with the going out of
the Turner ministry, such a condition of
affaire as had been charged was an im-
posibility; and held that this was but
one more illustration of the general dis-
position of members on the government
side to meet the facts and arguments of
their political opponents with fiction.
The ‘trouble was that the members of
¢he opposition could not surmise what
fiction would next be launched dnd were
therefore handicapped.

Coming to the matter of the speech
itsell; it would be found that the oppo-
gition had prop » ox
ing out all save the portion emphasizing
provincial loyalty, with which all con-
carred. To make good before the house
and the electorate the charge of lost
confidence upon which this amendment
was based, he proposed to review briefly
the record of error that the: present
government had written for itself ‘since
it nccession to power. To begin with,
he declared that it had been brought fato
existence unconstitutionally. ' When His
fonor had called upon Mr. Beaven to

‘secure a mechanical

undertake the formation of a govern-
ment, and that gentleman had failed,
the proper course would have been to
have summoped the members for a
special session of the legislature, and on
a vote being taken, the administration
could have been given into the hands of
the proper persons. The difficulties
that had been experienced by Premier
Semlin in constructing and in holding
together his cabinet were next dealt
with, and exception was taken to the
boast of the government members that
they represented the feelings and the
wishes of the people of British Colum-
bia. The late attorney-general (Mr.
Martin) had distinetly denied that he
had ever been ‘elected as a supporter of
the Semlin government; he had denied
that he had ever run as such. He
claimed to have'been elected as an inde-
pendent, and to have so remained.
Again, it was found that the gentleman
who now occupied the position of Attor-
ney-General, who certainly had not been
elected as a representative of the admin-
tration of which he was now a member;
on the contrary he had been chosen by
the people directly to oppose the gentle-
men with whom he was now associated,
and had been assisted and supported
throughout all his campaign, with funds
and otherwise, by the followers of the
then government led by Mr. Turner,

The_ legislation of last session had not
been in the interest or for the advantage
of the people. On the contrary, the very
first and most significant measure had
been in the direction of deliberately set-
ting these rights at naught. It had been
designed for the pur ‘of providing &
temporary majority by which the busi-
ness might be conducted during that ses-
sion. 'This legislution, so distinctly an-
tagonistic to the principles of popular
government had not been justified, nor
had an attempt been made to justify it. It
had been devised as a desperate expedient
and forced through the house by sheer
brute force, against precedent and all
constitutional right.

As for the subsequent Tegislation of the
session, it had been equally pernicious—
hasty, ill-advised, and calculated to, as it
had, operate prejudicially to the country
and all its important industries. The
government realized the erroneous char-
acter of their last year’s legislation now;
they knew well that the declarations of
the opposition at its passage, that it was
hasty and ill-advised, had been substanti-
ated—yet what did they do? Did they
come out manfully and admit their blun-
ders? On the contrary. They laid all
the blame for what had been wrongly
done upon the member for Vancouvér
City, who had left their ranks. They
were quite prepared to admit that they
had last session sunk their identities to
his command; that he had dominated and
controlled; and that when the session had
ended they hadlspewed him out like @
political Jonah. As for the position of
the junior member for Esquimalt, that
gentleman's abilities had not been Te-
cognized by his associates of last session,
and (after lending them valuable support

 all ‘through that session, and finding it

unappreciated) he had found himself too
cast out into his present winter of dis-
content—the government side having re-
fused to recognize his ability or his ser-
vice to them and to his country.® The
present government having but a major-
ity of one, the member for Southeast
Kootenay contended with force that it
was useless for them to claim to be able
to properly conduct the business of the
country or control the house. They were
in such a position that any individual
member who chose to, might control. He
could hold his vote, as a pistol, at the

‘head of the leader of the government and

whenever he desired anything, command
the premier to fall or deliver. To ter-
minate this condition of affairs it appear-
ed by the -feegh that instead of placing
themselves in such a . position that they
might with safety apply to the people for
an endorsation, the government now pro-
posed another method of procedure to
majority. They
would re-distribute what they believed to
be a safe constituency, and thus add on
to their side of the house. ~The propos:
was one so strongly to e condemned
that he was not surprised to find so
staunch an advocate of the government
as the New, Westminster Columbian ex-
pressing the hope that the government
wpuld not thus endeavor to ‘‘drag ont 4
gmserable existence with a bare major-
ity.” When a leading government paper
so took the administration to task for
its discreditable tactics to retain place
and power, surely it was the duty of the
opposition to direct special attention to
the same significant subject.

With respect to the subject of educa*
tion—it had been stated frequently that
the cost here was mmuch greater than in
the other provinces. This was in. one
sense a mistaken impression. Here all
the expense of education was, by the
law, taken from general revenue; where-
as in the other provinces a portion only
was so devisedl, the remaining porition of
the eost of edueation being secured by
local assessments for school purposes. A
greater charge Wwas therefore apparent
here than was actual, although the oper-
ation of the two forms of collection had
really very little difference in effect—it
did not really matter much to the people
whether they paid for their schools en-
tirely by taxation for the general Te-
venue, or by a contribution to the general
revenue in part and the _special charge
for schools in part. It wis quite possible
that some desirable changes in this di-
rection might be made—he had indeed
had them in. contemplation in 'his capa-
city as minister of edncation when the
late government, of which he had been

‘a member, was relieved of office—and he

was quite prepared to give his serious
consideration and support to any propos-
ed change that had ben well considered
and appeared in the direction of increas-
ing the favorable ition of the province
while not jeopardizing in any way the
efficiency of the educational plan. The
general plan of education in thissprovince
he looked upon as one of the country’s
best advertisements—as well as the right:
and advantage of the citizens. The fact
that whenever ten children of school age
were found in a community, a tacher
could be secured—or for every tewenty
children; a school—wen very far toward:
bringing in the most desirable settlers,

As for the Columbia and Western
grant, and the proposal to substitute a
cash subsidy for the land consideratiom
given to induce construction of this: road
—it was Teally a matter that the pmesemt
government had little to do withy it havw-
ing been passed upon by the legislature at
the time that the alternative was. allow-
ed of giving cash or land assistance as
might be deemed best. Considerable had
been _said in antagonism to lamd eub-
sidies in any event. It should net be
forgotten that a few years ago this was
virtually the only form of assistance the
province was competent to extend in or-
der to induce the opening up of the pro-
vince. The government of that day would
have been made to think of -offering
gash bonuses, for they had no cash; while
it was necessary, in order to promote the
properity and development of the country,
to offer the only consideration that was
available. Nor had the system operated
injuriously to the provisnce, as the histery
of its progress would attest. With re-
gard to the British Columbia Southern,
this bill had been passed as long ago as
1888, and while the government mem-
bers 'were now even so bold as o claim
that coal lands had heen: given pway that
were so valuable that their operation

‘satisfactory. On the conclusiom of his

would have enabled the affairs of the
country to be carried on without taxation
it ‘was significant that for ten or twelve
years a company had been sought that
would accept the lands and build the
road. An indication had been given of
the desire on fhe part of some of the
gentlemen opposite to introduce govern-
ment ownership of railways in this pro-
vince. He could understand why this
should be—in view of the very peculiar
legislation for power that had been car-
ried through by this government since it
came into being. ‘The operation of the
reilways could, no doubt( be made a very
useful feature of the political machine,
and the party thus hope to retain power
indefinitely. For his own part, while
government ownership of railways was
possibly very good in some countries and
under certain conditions of national de-
velopment, British Columbia was not yet
ready for them. The country had first
of all to be got on a permanent basis;
and then, when the public ownership sys-
tem was adopted, great care ghould be
taken to prevent its becoming a means
of political power. : g

With respect to the clause dealing with
the anticipated opening up of the Omine-
ca country—it had been borrowed or ap-
propriated from the late government, on-
ly that it did not go as far as that gov-
ernment’s broad plan to open up, not
the Omineca alone, but all parts of the
province. Dealing with the charges of
extravagance that had been put forward
by gentlemen on the other side, the mem-
ber for South Kootenay quoted figures of
revenue and expenditure in explanation of
the apparent, but not actual, deficit. In
the financial year of 1898-0 the net ex-
penditure had been $2,156,473, and the
net revenue and expenditure on public
net revenue 851,531,638, the difference be-
ing $625,835. But . in that year
there had been an expenditure on public
works of $866,044, which had to_be de-
ducted from the apparent deficit,, and
would, leave a surplus of $200,000 odd.
If the late government had rested on s
‘oars and not devoted its energies intel-
ligently to the development and opening
up of the pfovince and its industries, it
could very easily have shown a surplus
—but British Columbia would pot have
so advanced and prospered. lauge.)
1f the late government had pursued such
a policy of false eeonomy it would have
been false to its progressive policy and
and false to the interests of the people.
On the contrary, it had gone to the Lon-
don market, got money _to‘develop_ the
country—financiers appreciating the intel-
ligent policy that had been inaugurated
—and in ten years had so improved pro-
vineial conditions as to haye ~almost
quadrupled the revenue. This showed
the broad-minded, statesmanlike policy of
the late government. The speech of His
Honor had stated that the minister of
finance had floated the new loan at a
more advantageous rate to the province
than that of the previous leams. This
statement, although partially correet, did
not give a fair view of the actual facts.
As a fact, the minister of finance In the
late government had placed the last loan
at 95, the quotation en the nfarket being
98: while the present minister of finance
had placed the new loan at 96, when the
quotation on the market was 100 or par.
1t was, therefore, easy to see that rela-
tively speaking the former loan was dis-
posed of under much more favorable con-
ditions. s 7

Taking up the eight-hour law, he was
as much the friend' of the workingman
as any member of the house. But ‘he
would' never have introduced legislation
such as-this, based upon the sole object
of catching the labor vote. This legis-
lation was class legi_s[ntion pure and
simple.. Pt was: legislation that had not
been wanted by the mine-owners, qnd
did not benefit the workers in reality.
It had been devised to catch votes, and
he was'very- much mistaken if the work-
ingmen of to-day would be deceived by
it. Sueh tactics might have been ef-
fectual with the weorkers of ]ong 2go,
but ‘thanks- to the'good education seeur-
able in the public schools; thie stamdard
of intellizence had been raised, amd it
was no-lomger pessible to bluff or mis-
lead the worker as to the true eonditions
influencing such legislation.. The work-
ingman, he- felt’ confident; yeu}d _Are-l_rn
that it was not in such speciall Tegislation
that his interests were best promoted.
His interests were identical! with the in-
terests of the province; and the legisla-
tion that would’ develop: industries, bring
in capital and provide: work: and wages
was the Mgislation that would -co-imcl-
dently benefit both: the workingmam and
his employer. To give an illustration
of the fact that the workers were quite
well aware that too much: meddling with
the laws affecting-labor was being dene,
he recalled the fact that the Dominion
had had an officer engaged! for some time
past in investigating the conditions of
labor. When this officery Mr. Clute,
was in Hast Kootenay, he' Had _made a
gearching inquiry into all’ conditions af-
fecting the Crow’s Nest Coal Co.’s
works, and he had found them' eminemtly

investigation, he had asked' if there was
anything = the Deminion governmen .t
could do for the workmen, and the presi-
dent of the union tersely npeplied that
there was—to leave the workmen alone.
All this- over-legislating in the all
interest of the workihgman was to be
very carefully looked into, As to the
subterfpze of the gevernment im pndea_v-
oring to lay the blame for the discredit-
ing of the province in FEondon at the
‘time the last loans were Being floated by
the Turner government upon an humble
farmer living on one of the islands—it
‘was in keeping with the gemeral policy
to vilify and blackguard the late govern-
ment by inuendoes which no attempt
had ever been made to substantiate, for
the good reason that there was nothing
in them. The honorable gentleman
closed with & referenee to the mistaken
policy of making frequent and unneces-
sary changes in the mining laws. These
laws were now declared to be the most
perfect mining laws in the world, and
this being the case they should as much
ae possible: be left alone. - He referred
briefly to the illiberality of the Alien
Hixclusion Act, as contrary to the open
door poliey for which Britain had de
clared, and -calculated to retard the
settlement and development of the prov-
ince, thereby operatimg most disadvan-
tageously; such legisfation might catoh.
a few votes, but it would not be im the
interest: of the country, and as such was
to be cendemneds. -In conelusion he-sug-
gested that Premier Semlin should take
the earliest opportumity to appeal to: the
country, or at all events devise some
honorable means: te secure efficient con-
trol ef the house, and thereby earry en
the government of the coundry with
Jeredit and success.

_HON. MR. CARTER-COTTON, on
rising to continue the debte, was received
with loud@ cheers from both sides ef the
house. He said:

“Mr. Speaker: I thought ik wourd have
been unnecessary for me to speak on this
occasion. I think far too much of the
timegof this house has been taken up in
discussing this subject, and it would be
better if we got down te busimess. But
hon. gentlemen on the other side of the
house seem very anxions that the Finavee
Minister should say something.  (Ap-
plause.) As they have insisted on my
getting up they must not blame me if I
spoil some political reputations, or cut
off some political heads in the wemarks
I may make. - (Applause.) ~There was
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that I should not be called mpon to §pe:ak
on this occasion, and that is the dislike
1 have to have to make any personal re-
ferences. I have been in this house for
ten ‘years, and I think hon. gentlemen:
who have been with me during that time
will admit that I have always been care-
ful to avoid as far as possible any re
flactions or persomal remarks. But un-
fortunately matters have occurred ip this
province during the last six months in
connection with this government and
this legislature which have compelled
hon. members on this side of the house,
and also some members of the govern-
ment, to make some remarks which I am
quite sure that nothing but a sense of
duty would have compelled them to make,
(Hear, hear.) I allude to the circum-
stances which have reduced the majority
of this gowernment from the six which
it had at the last session to the two
which it now has. While I listened to
the admirable speeches of the mover and
seconder, 1 was struck by the fact that
one of those gentlemen reprsented the
largest city in the province, Vancouver.
one of those gentlemen represented the
the largest city in the Interdor, and ypat
may be called the capital of the mining
district. Turing to other districts, you
will find that the industrial centres, the
centres: of weaith and progress in this
province, are almost without exception,
represented by members on this side of
the house. (Government applanse.) That
being so, it seems a: remarkable fact—a
tact that to a:strange® would appear al-
most inexplicable--that, notwithstanding
that the majority of the government has
fallen from six,.last session, to.two this.

Col. Baker—Only one.

Hon. Cater-Cotton—Two; I think I am
correct. But I am always pleased to be
eorrected by the hon. member for South
Bast Kootenay. enty mex;rbers sup-
port the government aganst eighteen on
the opposition side, jncluding the twe who
have just gone oOver.

Cool. Baker said that the speaker could
not be considered as being en either aide.
He did not think that hon. gentlemen op-
posite should consider for & moment that
the speaker would always: vote on their
side.

Hon. Mr. Carter-Cottom—TI do_ not
think, sir, that I refiéct on your fade-
pendence. I merely said 'we had two ma-
jority. If the hon. gentleman likes to
call it one, in order to keep in harmony
with his facetious remarks: of a few:
moments ago,-1 have no-objection. One
is just as good as u dozen, if the govern-

| ment nas a majority. AS T was sayimng,

circumstances brought up by the leader
of the opposition party” compelled Ron.
members on this side of the house, and
especially the leader of the government,
to make some remarks on this matter;
and in the speech made DBy the third
member for Vancouver (MT. Martin),
who made sonie very severe reflections
upon myself, which I feel called upon’ to
refer to, not because I caye for tHem: one
jot persenally, but becaunse T léave thie
honor of being one of the ministers of
His Henor. (Gdvernment gtpplanse,)
That hon. gentlemdan (M#. Martin) sought
to cast the reflection upon me that I'dom-
inated the present: governimnent, and’ that
I expelled him—I think" these were he
words—from the cabinet. I am soTTy
the hon. gentleman is met in his plwee,
but the house cannot bé stopped’ agaiw if
he chooses to be absent.”

Mr. Martin entered the House: sevpral
minutes later.

« T think,” continued Hon: Mr. Cunter-
Cotton, “that homorablé members on
both sides of the house will see that I
am not making any personal’' z}_tmcks' or
saying anything I could’ avoid 'saying,
when I refer briefly to the cireuny-
stances which 1 understand’ led' te the
‘honorable gentleman's : secession from
the cabinet. I will say this for him,
that until one matter in cennectiom with
my department of ° lamds and works,
arose, he and I worked" in the greatest
harmeny. I acknowledge that honor-
able gentleman Has congiderable: ability,
althomgh I think in seme divections it
has Been overrated; but until & eertain
matter arose in the government, the hon-
orable gentleman and ‘mysel® Workgd_ in;
the greatest harmony, and T am willing’
andpleased to have this opportunity of*
sayihg that this province is: indebted to
hire for considérable valuable legislation..
(Applause). Then the matter—L might
almost say crisis—arose as to. what is
knewn throughout  the province—and
has indeed become known  throughout
thie Dominion—as the Deadman’s Island

jon. I‘must-state Briefly the fosts
of this matter. There is a small island
fits the harbaer-of Vancouwer, seven acres
iat high tide and censiderably more at
low tide, which is: particularly adwan-
‘tageously situated® for commercial and
‘shipping parposes. - It is also in elose
proximity to that splendid dom=zin,
!Stanley Park. Inh jaet st low water
iyou can walk soross’ from the mainland
ito the istand. There have been in the
past’ mamy applieations for that island.
It is n wvaluable piece of property, but
there las. been, as ! understand. some
doubt as to the ownership, and the late
government #herefore refused to dispose
of it. But in the spring of last year
Mr. Budgate came to this province, and
proposed to acquire that island, osten-
sibly- as a site for a sawmill, He was
informed,  as I understand. it, that it
was . Domvinion property. He accord-
ingly went to Ottawa and get what puy
ported to be = lease of the island for 25
vears, with a condition of renewal for
amother 25 years, at an annual rental
of: $500. When this was brought to
wmy notice, T thought it my duty as chief
commissioner of lands and works to
make some inquiry as to the title of the
Dominion government to that island.
The result of the preliminary examina-
tion whi¢h 1 made in the records of the
office convinced me that it was not Do-
minion but Pravincial property. I
brought = this matter before my col-
ieagues, and they decided that the mat-
ter  should be further .investigated.
Meanwhile Mr. Ludgate, as- I wunder-
stand it. had retained the third member

anothor reasonm which I had for hoping

for Vancomver (Mr, Martin) as his soli-

tor, and that gentleman discussed the
subject with the government, and sug-
gested that we shounld practically give
him a lease, leaving the guestion to be
settled afterwards as te the ownership
of the island.

When I heard that I objected very
strennously, because I held, and it is a
fact, that we could not deal with that
island without going: through certain
preliminaries under” our land laws, and
that we were bound in the publie inter-
est to put the island’up to public com-
petition.  That is to say, . we should ask
for tenders, so that if' we decided to lease
or sell it, ,we might be sure of getting
for the province the best price. I am
sure every honorable member will say
that was a proper and Business-like
course to pursue. You will see that if
we agreed to let Mr., Ludgate have the
island, pending the decisiom of the ques-
tion, we could not have got the best
price for it, nor could we, until that
question was settled, put' it up for com-
petition and expect to get fair offers in
competition with Mr., Ludgate. He
was in an advantageous -position, having
his arrangements with the Dominion
government, and if he could’ make ar-
rangements with us his-title was good.
At the same time, any outside person
who might think of tendéring for the
island would be deterred because he
would consider that he might be ejected
at some time by the Dominion govern-
ment. Therefore there could'be mo fair
and open tender, for no one would care
to bid against Mr. Ludgate. Things
went on in rather an unpleasant posi-
tion, until at last Mr. Ludgate took
possession of the island and Began to
chop down the trees. Then I dbter-
mined to take action on my own respon-
gibility as chief commissioner, I sent
up orders to the timber inspector at
YVancouver, an officer of the department,
to take possession of the island. The
| Premier and myself also communicat(_ed
with the Attorney-General, he being in
Vancouver at the time, and requ_ested
himr to take stéps in that direction. T
need not go into what followed;" that is
knewn to everybody; but after having
acted in that way as the attorney-gen-
eral of the province, after having tele-
graphed to Ottawa that in-the opinion of
this government the property belomged
to the province, what do we find'?° That
lie honorable gentleman (Mr.

couver that he was still attormey or
solicitor  for - Mr, Ludgate. Then

thought it was time to express myself
fully and openly. I could not”see:hHow
any man could act as legal ‘adviger to

viser of a party with whom the govern:
ment was in conflict. (Applause). THhere:
fore I, as the honorable gentleman said
to yew the other day, put my foet: down;
and if T had not done that I would have

the people. What followed "you know.
As a result of that and othér things-the
internal conditioms of the cabimet: were
nott satisfactory, and the Premier, in the
exercise of his undoubted 'righit;. called
on: the honorable third member for Van-
couver (Mr. Martin) for his resignation.
But, sir, as he has told you; and as:he

he vefnsed to resign-and demandeéd!thiat
a caucus should be held to settle the
question.  Well, I considered then, as I
consider now, that was a most ridiculons
and unconstitutional ' course, if* being

miss a minister, just as mueh’as it is:his
right to ask a man to become a member
off his cabinet. But the Premier; with
his Iarge-heartedness and ‘courtesy,. sub-
mitted to that arrangement-
caneus was held. 'And the décision of
the caueus was that in the interests: of
tfe government, of the party, and of the
‘province the honorabl-gentieman should
resign. , He did resign. Now what' is
{there in that; is not that the proper
icomrse? The honorable gentleman talks
labout being expelled.
he found tle condftions were such as
e stated—when he stated that if a
meajority off the government supperters
were against him he would “resign—that
might’ have ended" it. But I want to
point out te you under what ebligation:
i that arramgement placed the honorable
i memiber. He had in his letter-laid Kim-
self under this obligation—tlhat having
abided by the decision. of the  party in
resigning from the . government, Hhe
should adso abide by their decisiom and
continue, if not to sapport tie party,
yvet to allow thie party to go on in its
course.. (Applause).  ‘Lake the other
case, Mr, Speaker; suppose that eancus
had sapporteds the henorabie: gentlemam,
and bed said we thimk he is in the night.
and the Premsier is in the wrong; whet
woull have: happened? The Premier
would ha_ve resigned at onee, and I would
have resigned, and Mr. Martin no dembt
wowld have been called upon te take the
prmwrshlg. What- then would we
have done?. We would have remained
as: members of this. house and given the
government a fair and independent sup-
port, because the government up te that
time had carried out the policy upon
which we were elected. (Applause)
And until that government turned from
those principles, abandoned its policy,
we, as; honorable. men, would have been
bound; to support that poliey, to support
those. principles and carry out the pro-
granmyme which owr constituents sent us
to this howse to adopt. (Appluusq,
Was that the action of the hon. third
member for Vancouver (Mr. Martin)?
Ne, sir. Within two days of that deci-
séon in that caucms we find him saying
that everything he eould do, in the house
and in the provimee, to crush this gov~
ernment would be done. Is that honer-
able? Is not the hon. gentleman praeti-
cally, absolutely, actually, ' pledged to
give—outside the understandimg he gave
that he would abide by the decision of
the caucus—his support to the principles
he was elected upon? But he turns right
round and says that not only will he not
abide by the. caucps, hut that he will not
abide by the party, the cause, mor his

! constituents.

Martin) |
stated in an interview publishéd” in Van- |:

the gevernment and yet be the legal’ad-}/

been recreant to my trust, and subjeet ||
to severe condemnation by the house and}

has: teld the public mn the newspapers, |

clearly the right of the Premiér to dis-|'

and’ thel

He resigned when:}

Now, as' I said before,
these personal matters ar® very disasgree-
able to me, but I think every member” of
the house, after the speech’ of the hof
gentleman the other day, wilb say that ¥
cm_xld not do anything more than make
this explanation. (Applause.) I think I
have made it fairly—I{ think I have stat-
ed the facts, which must appeal te every
impartial and reasonable'man. I have no
persenal quarrel with the hon. gentleman,
I have no feeling of bitterness at all to-
wards him, but as a public man and as
occupying the position he has assumed in
this and other matters, I must say that
I would regard him im any position of
public trust in this province as a danger
to the commonwealth, and as such  he
must be avoided. (Applause.) I say that
some actions that he has deme, some poli-
cies which he indicated in lbis speech last
week, are such as must not be permitted
to be carried into effect if we have the in-
terests and the permanent advantage of

| eompany

Sa—

mand_s made on us, the government, and
especially on myself as Chiet Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works, to issue
crown grants for the land to which the
become ° emtitled by their
constructiom_of the Crow’s Nest Pass
railway. Meanwhile, as some of the
members of this governmeni had always
taken a very stromg stand against these
subsidies, and as there were certain gues-
tions that appeared in doubt, we decided
to tale the opinien of counsel as to our
positiow, and as to the opinions %o which
the hom. gentlemawm referred. But im
June last or in the DBeginning of July,
Senator Cox and Mr. Rebert Jaffray, two
gentlemem of high standing in the Do-
minion, interested in company, came
down about these crown grants. They
claimed thas having built the line tley
were entitled to the gramts.

Mr. Martim interrupted to say that the
hon. gentlemaa was mistaken. These:
gentlemen ha@ not come before he left

this country at heart. I have done with
that part. I Tegret that the hon. gentle-
man has certain characteristics, mental,
intellectual amd moral, which I think
hgve, as you know, in the past worked to
his detriment,.and will in the future ever
prevent him Being any important factor
in the public life, either of this:preyince
or of the Dominion. Some characteristics
which have made him impossible to-work
in harmony with members of the cabinet
here, have also been apparent in the
Bast. We find him ejected at Winni-
peg, rejected at’ Ottawa, and agaim in
this province cast into outer darkness.
(Applause.) While the hon. member for
South Bast Kootenay, Col. Baker, was
speaking when he referred in a toueh-
ing manner to his friend and supperter
(Mr. Martin)—

Col. Baker—I newer did.

Hon. Mr. Carter+Cotton—As a fallen
angel.

Col. Baker—I saidithat Mr. Martin had
distinctly disclaimed that he had" any-
thing to do with the opposition party;
gl}ey had consequently nothing to do with

im.

that Mr. Martin claimed to Delong to the
opposition party, but:I do say that the
opposition has been wery careful not to
disclaim the hon. gentleman. But as I
was saying, when Col. Baker alluded to
the hon. third member for Vancouver
City as a fallen angel, those lines of Mil-
tom eame into my mind, and perhaps into
the minds of other hom gentlemen—those
words which are put into the mouth of
Satan.

“And in my choice
To reign is worth ambition, though in hell;
Befter to reign in heil’ than 'serve ' in

Heaven.”

That exactly expresses the character,
the sentiments, the views of my honor-
able friend, the third” member for Van-
conver (Mr. Martin.) He must reign,
not constitutionally, but as an autocrat,
as a despot, in whatever community, in
whatever government, in whatever asso-
ciation he is. (Applawse and laughter).
1 t&ink, with all due déference and kind-
noss. towards him, merely criticizing him,
merely analyzing his character as a mat-
ter of curiosity or of scientific research—
I swy that is the defect which has proved
in the past to be his hane, and will be so
im: the future, that inabflity to work har-
moniously and fair with other men.
(Loud applause).  Now, I think I have
' done with the honorable gentleman in
that way.

Mr. Joseoh Martin interjected that be-
fore- the honorable gentleman left the
.suBbject, would he kindly tell him where
. that interview was to bé found in which
fe Had stated that he was still acting as
Mr: Ludgate's solicitor while as attor-
_ney-gemeral he was acting for the prov-
-incez 3
T mever said so,” exelaimed Mr. Mar-

8y . w

Hon. Mr. Martin—THe honorable gen-
tlenman will find it in the newspaper
_press of Vancouver, and I think also in
some of the other papers of the prov-
inee:. .

M Martin—Surely tite honorable gen-
'tleman can give me Better information
thasv that.

Hon., Mr. Carter-Cétton said that he
‘thought the honorablé& gentleman could
‘find* it in the News-Advertiser, the
‘"Wori@ and the Providce. ,

Mi. Martin—Date?

Hon. Mr. Carter-Cotton—He will find
/it in the paper of Wednesday morning,
;and it will be the Wadnesday following
'the- Monday on which I took possession
iof” dhie island on the dayx when what was
iealled the Deadman’s Isiand trouble be-
igan—the day on whHich the honorable
‘ge:é{leman ordered the Riot Act to be
read.

M. Martin declamed that the honor-
ab_lév gentleman was  talking of some-
;thing of which he Rmew nothing. He
‘had’ mever said any sweh thing. He

say—

| EBom. Mr. Carter-@otton—Mr. Speaker;
.we-have no time; it really cuts no fig-
june:. I suppose he will not deny that ha
iwas Mr, Ludgate’s seljcitor after-he
iacted as attorneygeneral?

Mir. Martin—I newer acted for Ludgate
jafter it became apparent that there. was
fﬁ!}y question between: the province and.
thimn, -

| Hen. Mr. Caren-Cotton—That begs
itHe: whole questiom. Fe never acted.aftew:

iparent to some pgople yet.

Mr. Martin said that as soon:as. he
igot the premier’s: letter he notified Lud"
| gatte that there appeared to be a claim. on:
.the part of the prevince to the igland;
| amd he could no:lbmger act for him, e
itald Mr. Cotton: that—

| Hon. Mr. €ayter-Cotton—That matters
| very little; the hom. gentleman was acting
afterwards.

Mr. Martin—I did not.

Hon. Mr: Carter-Cotton—The:. peeple
must themselyes decide in the matter;
that is all I'propose to say about the sub-
ject. I have ne personal feeling it the
matter. I have stated the view 1 .took
as a puilie.mam, and ther view witich I
think the majority of the people of the
province will’ take if ever the hoen. gentle-
man gaes. before them awd asks-for their
support and their confilence. Now, to
get dawn to matters of more cencern to
the people. of this prowince, and to the
busimess. of this house—I wilk take wup,
first, some matters which werealso dealt
with by the hon. third member for Van-
couver. jn his speech. One of* the most
important of these matters was the ques-
tion. of the land graat to the British Col-
umbia Seunthern raitway. The hon. third
member for Vancouver stated that the
government had in its possession opinions
from very eminent legal gentlemen, one
of Lowmdon, Mr. ¥Maldane, and three of
Toromto—Osler, Sir Christopher Robin-
son, and another gentleman, and that the
outcome of these opinions was that while
Mr. Haidane's was not satisfactory te
the eontention that the railway, haviag
come under the operation of a Dominien
charter, had forfeited its right to a land
grant given by this province while it en-
Iy had a provincial charter—that while
Mr. Haldame's opinion was unsatisfac-
tory on that peint, the opinion of the To-
ronto lawyers was that the railway was
not entitled to that grant. 1 think the
hon. gentleman must have forgotten en-
tirely the langmage of those opiaiens. .1
may say also—in order to make this mat.
ter clear, and in order to ehow what the
goverament has done to comserve the in-
tevests of this province—that abont:Ju
last while the hon. géntleman ‘was .ﬁ

Attorney-General, we had stropg de-

Hon. Mr. Carter-@otton—I do not sag|

‘would tell the houserexactly what he did| &,

|it Became apparend—it has not become apnfi

the government.

Hon. Mr. Carter-Cotton—He may have
been away; I think he was They came
before he left the government.

Mr. Martin—I was not aware of it.

Hon. Mr. Cawter-Cotton—They were
here several times. After tBe hon. gen-
tleman left. the gevernment they were
here again, with their solicitor, and
and things then appsoached a crisis. They
said, we have spent hundreds of thous-
ands of dollars of our shareholders’
money in the constrection of these coke
ovens and other works in the supposition
that we had a title to the land; now we
find that there is a guestion of getting
the land—or as they called it at the time-
repudiation.. The Attorney-General left
and the government at that time had no
constitutional legal adviser. The pre-
mier and myself were alone in Victoria
at the time. We went fully into the mat-
ter, and we hunted up those opinions,
which, up to that time, I had not seen,
and I do not think the premier had. -We
read those opimions very carefully. and
I found out that while Mr. Haldane di-
 rectly said “you have no right at all to
withhold those lands,” the counsel at To-
fonto, while praectically holding that in
ilaw the company could, if it were given
a petition of right, force the grant to be
‘issued, yet they said perhaps as a madtter
of policy, you might try it in the courts.
‘When that hon.. gentleman said. that
‘these counsel were of the opin-
‘iom stated ‘that we were Dot
‘entitled to make the grant, he was
entirely astray. I may say that in order
to. make this matter quite clear to the
house this gavernment has decidéd: to
Have these opinions printed, and laid be-
fore the members. ,This government is-
hot anxious—-—

? Mer. Martin—Will he at the same time:
lay before the house the letter that:I
wrote to counsel?

Hom. Mr. Carter<Cotton—The - lon.
gentleman’s letter will of course Be pub-
listted. We shall give the whole thing.
We should not wish to do it for some rea-
sons, but as he made a distinct statement
to the effect I have stated we feel that in:
justiee to the members of this house they
should have the actual facts before thém.
(Loud applause.) These opinions were
cavefully perused by myself, and whilst
realizing the immense possible responsi-
bilities which were laid upon me in‘deal-
ing: with the matter invelving millions of
acres; known, some of it to be of im-
mense value, I decided to still. furthersas-
sure- my position, and be quite eerthin
that while dealing justly with the com-
pany I did not deal eavelessly witlf the:
publie domain. So'I took these counsels’
opitioms to Mr." Bodwell and asked Him
torgive me his opinion of*them. I shbuld
say mildly that matters-had approached
a crisis with the Crow’s Nest Pass-com:
pamy. They said, “umless we have;-an
answer one way or another, to know
whatr we<are going te-do-we shall clése
down: omr works—we cannot go on spend-
ing: our shareholders’ meney on a:prop-
erty: which if this action is upheld” will
passsa@way from us.” ‘What would“have
happened then? The shutting down of
those collieries; those eeke ovens would
have: been followed by the shutting down
of tlie producing mimes, and a collapse
woulkl have occurred ii-this coumtry, am
injory which it is alfest impossible to:
_caltuiate. It was them that I determined,
before issuing the crown grant, although
counsels’ opinions didinot seem to show
that this government had any right ' to»
itbleld the grant, togo to Mr. Bodwgll.
1 told Senator Cox of that and asked him
o let the matter stamd over two days:.
Myr. Bodwell’s opiniom was absolqtel,v_m-.
favor of the compawy. He said that
thene eould be no question that the com-

ny was entitled to those grants. Then:
the government deeided to issue the
trewn grants for that portion of the-
jand known as in reserve as sections 1
and 2 which goes upon EIk niver nerth
fnd south. Even then I felt that I must
try and still protect the interests of the:
‘country, if perchance there should be amy”
ipophole by whichi the province might

norably avoid the issuance of those:
lénd grants, and susrender such immense
trpets of country. So after a prolong-
led fnterview and discussion with the so-
;li‘ci‘tm' of the company, Senator Cox, Mr.
‘-Jhﬂ-ray and others, I got them to agree
to the insertion inrthe two erown grants:
which we issued transferring 600,000
j acres, of a provise as follows:

“provided that: neither we, our heirs
amé successors, nor the said company; its:
| smecessors or assigns, shaillibe in any way
| prejudiced in any claim we or they may’
i have, or any coatention we or they may"
| make affecting the benus lands dealt with.
iin the various aets incorporating O¥ aid-
 ing the said company, by the passiag of’
the order-incouneil upon which thia grant
is based, or the issuing of this gran{; but
that notwithstanding the passing of said
erder-in-coune®l and the issuing of this
grant,” both 'we and the said company
shall be, as respects amy suck claim or
contention, itr precisely- the same position:
as if said order-in-comncil Had never
been passed and this grant ad never
been issued’ thereunder; and it is distinct-
ly understasd by the said company that
this grant: s accepted by it upon these
terms.” : !

By this we shall be in preecisely the
same position as if* the esder-in-council
had newer been passed and this- grant
had never issued. (Applause). 8o that
if theme was any pessibility of defeating
the cempany’s title, we are protected by
the prowviso in those crown gramts.

. M. Martin laughed lpudly and satir-
ically. He said that he had mever heard
anything more ridiculous; the govern-
mant were locking. the stable door after
the horse had been stolen.

Hon. Mr. Cetton said that he would
[ have to apply to My, Martin Leord St.
Leenard’s’ remark to Lord Brougham,
that if he kmew a little Iaw he would
know a littde of everything. He cer-
tainly thought that if the henorable
gentleman knew a little more law he
would not have drawe the government
into any srouble. If the hemorable gen-
tleman could show the heuse and the
government thst by his legal knowledge
they" could nullify those erown grants
and avoid the transfer of the land, he
had every opportunity te do se.

granis issued were for only a very small
portion of the total lamds, and the gov-
erpment wounld be very glad to rgeeive

assistance that would enable them honor-~
ably to retain possession of the lands
that would otherwise go.to thée eempany.
There was another matter which Mr,

from the honorable’ gentleman any~

e proposal to substitute a cash
;l(:r tphe‘:gnd subsidy to which thg
bia & Western railway was
under the act passed in 1896.
orable gentleman thought his k
of the C. P. R. was such that

they were getting the best of
gaig. He said all the best 1¢
been picked out; that the rest wall
mountainous land not worth
and he sought to impress the
that the government wWere
most improvident bargain. 11
like Mr. Martin to take a lig
and study the act, and to consi
other subiects which were ¢
with it. Sections 3, 4 and 5 st4
the government was allowed to {
fit for agriculture, and also to a
emptions, and that it should keey
ment of the moneys received,
count to the company. Therd
more land taken up the larger
fund accumulated in the
of the government, which w
to be turned over to the compa
government allowed it to take
grant instead of a cash subsi
Martin forgot that under the
company was to allow mine
pectors to take up mineral cla
that the company was bound
these prospectors to take up lang
surface rights at §5 per acre.
were considerable applicatio
made already, and everyvone w
the Boundary Creek country
aware that a large number mo
be made, so that even from
point of view he was convinced
province would benefit by the
tion of a cash subsidy. But
only one part of the matter.
ence of the reserve was wor
greatest injury to that part of
ince. (Applause). Timber lan
not be dealt with., They knev
jections miners and others had t
with a company. The honoral
ber for Comox knew that s
éxisted. This was retarding t
tions of the district. The peoy
were anxious for the removal o
gerve by some such action as th
ment contemplated, which wou
the whole country to be throw
but they should look at it als
whether it was in the interest
province as well as of the B
Creek country. He had given
ter a great deal of considerat
had seen the president of the (]
Pacific Railway Company, wh
the assignee of the Columbia &
and he had made him this pro|
That the government should i
bonds or stock or debentures
amount of the cash subsidy whid
be found to be due, he taking th
tures at their face value. The
ment would issue bonds of $1
and the C. P, R. would take th
they were cash, There would b
count and no commission for neg
a loan. That means, as compa:
some of the subsidies of the late
ment, a saving of about 10 per
that the railway company wo
200 miles of road and become en
$4,000 a mile, which would
$800,000; and the government co
to the country from $60,000 to
on the transaction.
He thought that the house w
that if they could carry that out
be a good propesition in busin
that the government would des
compliments of the country. He
these were the only two subjeq
tioned by the third member for
ver (Mr. Martin) that called
comment from him, and though

~ not wish to take up the time of

he thought it necessary to refer
a few minutes to the leader of]
position. That hon. gentleman
cribed as. a “picturesques old B
a Bourbon of Bourbons.” The
the opposition forgot mnothing
learned nothing. His speech t
day, he told the house himself,
a repetition of his remarks a y
Hon. Mr. COarter-Cotton,
thought the leader of the o
would not have been far off if
said that he was merely repea
speech that he had made for the
years.

Mr. Turner said that statem
been made in the house before
sion, and it was not true.
say that he was repeating his
a former day, but he did say hd
a certain extent repeat his refe
the loans.

Hon. Mr. Carter-Cotton said
only a variation of form—the
was the same. The leader o
position started out by saying
never had had a deficit; he di
the hon. gentleman knew what]
was: he understood a deficit as]
ence between a certain amounat
on the one side and a certain a
the other side; if one was not]
the other there was a deficit. A
to the finances of the province
was a deficit when the expen:
ceeded the revenue, That ha
case for the past ten or twelve
Mr. Helgesen had pointed out.
ficits varied in amounts from
in the latter portion of the 1§
man’s eareer as Finanee Mini
he had become utterly reckles
one million. The leader of
tion said they were not deficit]
that money was spent on pub
(Laughter. Even allowing t]
would still be a deficit—but thd
tleman was not correct when h
the money went into valuable)
tive works.

Anyone who analyzed the staf]
the past ten years would see t
large sum was spent every year
rowed money for matters which
be called current expenses. Hov
any province pursue such a pol
ultimate disaster? If they wo
carefully the accounts of those
would find that a certain propog
salaries of the clvic servants we
ly pald out of borrowed mon
there ‘was nothing else to pay
That was the manner in which ¢
tleman had carried on the fina
province. In July, 1897, he Y
to have a surplus of $236,000.
causge a loan had been negotiate
before, and- he had not been abl
of it. (Lavghter.) Then he
other tack, and in 1888, when
there was an overdraft at f
something over $330,000, he salf
nothing; it is to our credit: it
we are in such good standin
bank that they will let us ov
that was sound logic in 1898,
Minister considered that the fin
ing of the province under hi
times better than under his
because in July, 1899, he had
draft of three and a qua
(Laughter, and a voice: ‘“And
to give a million to the Pa
Mr. Carter-Cotton claimed th
ner's finances would not bear

The hon, Finance Minister,
gave figures to show that thq
remissions of taxation, despitq
statements to the contrary.
on Mr. Turner’s criticism of
he quoted from a letter rece
Gillespie, manager of the Bay
Columbin, from the London dir

. ing In highly complimeatary




