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KLONDIKR. OUTPLT.

An Estim&te of This Year’s Out-
put Based oa the Inspection
of the Mines.

Interesting Faets About the
Creeks That Are Expected to
Yield so Much Wealth.

The total estimated output for this
year of the Klondike and Indian river
divisions of the Yukon mining districts,
based on a personal inspection of every
workin mine in those districts by Sam
W. Wall, formerly of Tacoma, is $27,-
640,000:

Bonanza Creek.... .... ... . ...$12,465,000

El Dorado Creek.... ..... 3 s 10,025,
Big and Little Skooknm Gulches,

including the bench claims.... 1,060,000
Hunker CreeK.... ...... ccooen 2,138,000
Bear CreekK....... «ccocee coeees 500,000
Dominion Creek...... ..... .... 150,000
Sulphur Creek.... ...... ...... 150,000
Gay Gulch...... «.cccove cnennn -300,000
Last Chance Creek.... .... .... 100,000
Gold Bottom Creek.... .... .... 60,000
All others creeks in the two di-

visions.... <ecee eecec..n 50,000

Immediately preceding my coming
away from Dawson—starting “out”—I
made a tour of all the gold-bearing
creeks in the ‘Klondike district; that is,
all the creeks where something more
than prospecting was being dome, says
Mr. Wall in the San Francisco all. My
purpose was to gain in adgance of the
clean-up the best information possible
as to the probable yield of gold. I vis-
ited every considerable dump on Eldora-
do, Bonanza, Bear, Hunter, Dominion
and Sulphur creeks, talked to the ewners
of the claims when they were to be
found, and to the foremen, laymen and
miners on every such claim.

From thei mI got the results of their
daily pannings, from which they com-
puted the average value of the dirt. This
information was sometimes freely given
and sometimes reluctantly, and some-
times sought by the owners to be entire-
1y withheld.

The mine or claim owners are not as
a rule boastful of their possessions now,
since the Canadian government seeks to
take from them 20 per cent. of their out-
put.

In nearly every case, however, I ulti-
mately secured a .careful and conserva-
tive estimate from some one connected
with each mine, and can with them all
sum up the probable output of the Klon-
dike amnd Indian River districts based
upon something more than a guess.
Guesses have been made in print rang-
ing from five to forty millions.

The thick run. of yellow metal to be
met with in Bonanza and Eldorado
creeks or the light tripping of the tongue
over large figures that is a familiar part
of every man’s conversation in that big
country makes it easy to run to exagz-
geration. The great part of the pro-
duct of this year, as did last. will come
out of eleven miles of frozen ground on
Bonanza and four and a half miles more
on Eldorado, and when that is considev-
ed the figures that I have to present as
being the reasonably certain cutput of
the mines will have their true value in
the forming of an escdmate of the coun-
try, its probabilities and possibilities.

The output of last year—that which
roused the whole world to a1 stampedc
the like of<which the worid had never
seen before—was one million dollars.
Some few say it was two millions.
Creeks that at that time were jokingiy
referred to as frog ponds or were not
known at all will this year vield double
the higher amount, and the output of
Eldorado and Bonanza =nd the other
creeks in the Klondike district, exclusive
of the $Indian River district, will rise
above $27,000,000. 5

The country is a wonderland of gold.
And if I did not know it I -vould not say
it, for I have seen the nothing less than
frightful results cf the rush of unpro-
visioned and unprepared peonle into that
frost-bitten land. hav2 seen gold
thawed out of the ice in such quanti-
tity as to amaze the miner.

I did not see Alex. MecDonald take
$11,000 from four buckets of Jirt gath
ered from the the bedrock of No. 27,
Eldorado, but I have it on %0 much av-
thority that I may say I kaow Le did
se.

I did see single pans of dirt yi-Id ss
much as $50 so frequently that it ceased
to be a matter worth notinz. 1 saw a
little girl stand on a dum? und by per-
mission pick up all the nugge's she
could find before the next huckst came
up from the shaft. A few minntes lat-
er the results of her brief industry were
weighed in a neighboring -abin ané e-
veloped a value of $35. ‘chey keep a
watchman on the dump at 39 Bonanza
in order that no thief may steal the dirt
at night. i

But the most important thinz that I
have to say here is that this very rich
ground is not wholly confined to these
two creeks—Bonanza and Eldorado.
That is a question constantly Leing ask-
ed, and T am able to answer it.

June 5 of last year the first stake was
driven on Dominion Creek. That was
a little more than ten months ago. On
the 12th there was the usual stampede
that follows the-first reports of a new
discovery, and a number of claims were
staked. Then came the customary re-
action. Many of those who joined in
the trying summer journey over the di-
vides from Dawson, about twenty-five
miles, refused to record their claims, be-
lieving them to be of no value. The
stampede became a joke. Along the
trail as I came over about March 1 last
I found remembrances of the spirit of
fun that it had developed. Posted upon
trees and upon boards that then scarcely
protruded above the snow were such no-
tices as: “I claim ten miles of this
creek to be used as a frog pend;” “I
claim this tree for climbin purposes;”
“I claim the sky above for the puzgose
of raising angels.” Very many of those
who took the ‘trouble to make the trip
thought so little of what they securced
by it that they refused to pay the $15
that it cost to record it and so make it
their own. The *‘“che-chakos,” or new-'
comers, knew so little about mining in
Alaska, or the North West Territory,
and what constituted reasonably good-
looking ground that some of them built
cabins and began prospecting. It was
only during the latter part of the winter
that there was a trail from awson to
either Dominion or Sulphur Creek that
could be followed with any kind of cer-
tainty. :

Now both these creeks are staked
from the hilltop to the mouth and
claims are quoted above a thousand. And
the change is not a matter of mere boom-
ing, but is the legitimate result of what
the men who dug in the grouad found
there. Out of the prospect holes dirt
bas been taken that showed two ounces
of coarse gold to the pan.

Dominion and Sulphur creeks are

* branches of the same stream, empty-

ing into Indian river, and the story of
one is the story of both. The owners of
the claims are jubilant, and expect to
see their properties placed in the class
w&ith those of the Bonanza and Eldor-
ado.

This expectation has such reasonable

basis that Joe Barrett, who owns some
of the best properties on both Bonanza
and Eldorado, told me that $50,000 was
taken out of Dominion creek in the
clean-up this summer, in view of the
slight development work that has been
done there this winger, he would put all
the money that he takes out of his first-
mentioned properties into the purchase
of claims in the newer field.
what mary of the so-called bonanza
kings will do and are doing. Alex..Mc-
Donald, who is the kidg of these kings,
in that he owns more rich claims than

claims not only on Dominion and Sul-

which even less is known.
dozen claims on both the creeks named.
He is building a large storehouse on Do-
minion creek about midway between the
two “discoveries,” to cache supplies for
their development. .

This summer a permanent trail will be
built, leading over the divide from Bon-
anza creek at Cormack’s down into Sul-
phur and Dominion. Pack trains will
be dispatched and make regular weekly
trips from Grand Forks, the town at the
mouth of Eldorado.

Next winter will therefore witness
such scenes of extensive development on
Hunter, Dominion Sulphur and perhaps
Quartz creek as we now find on, Bon-
anza and Eldorado in this upper coun-
try.

A company has been formed and steps
taken for the building of a telephone line
connecting all these creeks, and it is
probable that the wok will be completed
before the return of winter. ;

The result of the winter’s prospecting
has produced such results that a claim
upon any creek within a certain radius,
and bearing a certain relationship to
the discoveries, is held to have some
speculative value. For that reason the
wheéle winter has witness!i a constant
succession of stampedes, and creek af-
ter creek, gulch after gulch, has been
staked off and recorded.

The gold commissioner’s office is a
small single room, rough-board affair,
and his corps of assistants through a
great part of the winter consisted of
two men. He had several others in the
early fall, but for lack of provisions was
compelled to send them to Fort Yukon.

The work of recording was thus in-
adequate to meet the conditions, and
thus every day, and all day long, there
were drawn up in front of the office a
score of the latest stampeders, stamping
their feet and swinging their arms to
keep from freezing-—often unsuccessful-
ly—while they waited their turn to re-

cord.

With the moment that the exodus up
the river and the exodus down the river
of last fall and the early winter relieved
the town of the fear of starvation that
oppressed and paralyzed it, the prospect-
ing of new creeks began and interest
in mining revived and increased each
day, as almost each day brought its ru-
mors of new finds and new locations.
These rumors were so frequent and most
of them had so little foundaiton that as
the winter dragged its slow length along
they came to be little regarded and only
those who took the pains to keep prop-
erly posted knew what to believe. There
were a number of these, however, who,
having money, were in a position to take
advantage of the situation, and they
kept scouts out watching the work of
development on all near by creeks. As
often as good prospects were found these
bought up the neighboring claims where
they could at bargain prices.

A few men, taking advantage of the

and particularly those who lacked pro-
visions, bought up, or secured options
upon claims for' the purpose of sending
them “out” to be sold, or offered for
sale in the mining markets of the world.
Numbers of men found relief from em-
barrassing, not to say distressing, situ-
ations by this means,

They found-a ready market with these
so-called brokers or agents for any claim
upon almost any, creek at varying prices,
of course, ranging from $25 to $200. In
most cases, however, the broker paid but
few dollars in money, if any, supplied
the stampeder with provisions, taking
an option on the claim at a fixed price
ranging from $500 to $1,500 and over,
according to the location, the money to
be paid only in case claim was sold.
Brokers who had a good stock of provis-
ions often had several men constantly
employed in stampeding and securing
claims on these terms.

Later this business got so far beyond
the gold commissioner’s ability to re-
cord for all applicants that he made a
terse law of his own that no man should
stake more than four claims in one year.
He based this ruling on the law which
requires eyery claim owner to be upon
and work his eclaim continuously for
three months in the year, and there be-
ing but twelve months in the year no
man could do that, he argued, for more
than. four claims.

Numbers of ‘claims were sent out dur-
ing the early winter. All this time de-
velopment work was going on and every
now and then big pay was struck on this
and that among the newly Ilocated
creeks.” With each new find came a
panic among those who had bonded
claims, or who, as agent, or broker, had
sent them out to be sold at figures quot-
ed for comparatively unknown ground.

Some of the speediest journeys from
Dawson to Dyea were made by men who
came out to stop possible sales of claims
that had increased in value by $50,000
to $100,000 since the papers were sign-
ed at Dawson.

Among the earliest of these strikes
was that on Hunter. Several among
the men who were forced to go down the
river in the fall for lack of provisions
held claims on this creek which they
valued at from $1,000 to $5,000.
strike was made before communication
had been re-established by the ice on
the river. No_soomer had the first dog

iving the sign that travel was possible
han a race was on to reach these men
for the purpose of buying their property
before they became aware of its value.
Several small fortunes were made in a
few days in this way.

Then came the strike on Bear creek
and after it on Dominion and on Sulphur
and other creeks.  Many claims on those
creeks had been sent out under options
that valued from $1,000 to $1,500. Their
values suddenly ran up in Dawson along
a scale from $10,000 to $100,000, and
messengers went scurrying out over the
ice and snow 600 miles to Dyea with
instructions to get into telegraphic com-
munication as quickly as possible with
the agent who held the authority to sell
and to withdraw them from the market
at_the price previously given.

Dawson_has been literally isolated all
winter. While individuals started “out’’
at comparatively frequent intervals no
one came in. What was going on in
the world outside was only to be guessed
at. The first mail from the outside
reached Dawson on February 28, and
it was the end of the first week in
March before it was distributed. This
brought money to many and intelligence
to all of the lively interest that was felt
concerning the Klondike and this again
quxckpned activity. .

It is expected with the clean-up and
the arrival of the great army of people
now on the way that this summer will
see in Dawson the liveliest mining camp
fh'ut has ever been planted on the earth.
The clean-up will be retarded some-
vwhat L'y the scarcity of nails necessary

for the making of sluice boxes. A

necessities of those who lacked money.

This is:

any other, is doing so. He is buying up

phur, but on many other creeks about.
He owns a |

team reached Dawson from Circle City|I

: -
reighbor of mine sold for $5 the right

to draw out and carry away the nails
he had driven in the walls of his cabin
for the purpose of hanging up his clothes
and other things. Of course there will
be no gold lost on account of the scar-
city of nails, but the first boat may not
carry down the river as much as it oth-
erwise would.

However, another and still better rea-
son for their not doing so willk-lie in the
fact that very much of the gold will
be held for re-investment in the mines.

The detailed report of the output of
the mines which follows is based, as
stated, upon the very best information
obtainable from a personal canvas of
all the creeks and is placed conservative-
ly upon this information. The new regu-
lations. which require a tax of 20 per
cent. of an output above $500 a week
may materially interfere with the wash-
up. If it is to be enforced very many
of the claim owners say they will only
wash up enough each year to come with-
in the limit for the year—that is $26,000.
Major Walsh, the new executive of the
territory, whom I interviewed at Lake
Bennett, declares that it is the law and
he must see that it is carried into ef-
fect. It will have a very demoralizing
effect upon the mining interests of the
whole territory.

There is a strong tendency among Am-
erican miners to go down across the Am-
erican territory, and the last months of
the winter saw stampedes numbering
bundreds of men toward Mission creek,
American creek, Charley creek and oth-
ers, all on the American side, as well as
to the creeks about Circle City and even
further down.

To put ane estimate on the output of
the Yukon country there must be added
to this about $1,000,000 coming from the
mines on the American side of the line.

THE FRASER VALLEY.

Danger of Flood Materially Lessened—
Crop Prospects Are Very
Satisfactory.

Westminster, May 21.—The Fraser
river fell slightly on Wednesday night
here and at Sumas but is now again
rising slowly. Cooler weather is lessen-
ing the danger of floods though fears
in this regard are not yet at an end.
Meanwhile farm prices continue very
good, an extremely limited supply of
oats in particular realizing high prices
with every prospect of a large early rise
when the new crop comes in if business
keeps up as.present indications denote.

Hay is rising in price and commands
exceptional figures, ranging between $16
and $18 a ton. In consequence of these
things it is expected that the British
Columbia oat and hay crop of the pres-
ent season will embrace a larger acreige
than has ever hitherto been devoted.to
such production in the province, although
even then the supply will probably be
unequal to the constantly growing de-
mand. )

‘Wheat has also stiffenéd up,; in fact
the entire feed and grain market is very
strong at the advanced prices. The flour
and feed men stated to-day that oats
had certainly been bought up—all in
sight—through some mysterious agency
thought to represent .Chicago grain men,
but the surmise that a corner was at-
tempted was without other foundation.

The Klondike trade has revived some-
what on account of the recent arrival of
Australian prospectors who have been
securing supplies in the city, but there
is as yet no revival of the boom. The
lumber mills are _exceptionally busy;
most of the large concerns are working
over time and benefitting by satisfactory
advance .in prices, which had not come

The cannery men are all preparing for
‘a fairly active season but a considerable
loss has just been sustained by several
local concerns as a result of the rusting
of the tins of a large shipment recently
made from England.

Domestls Fellclty

Mantained in Families Where
Diamond Dyes Are Used.

The happiest, best regulated and most
economical families in the Dominion
are regular users of the world-famous
Diamond Dyes. Domestic felicity is
ever maintained, because the Diamond
Dyes are true and unfailing in work, and
money is saved by their use. No other
Dyes can boast of such strong words of
praise from users. ‘

Mrs. T. Lavin, Newark, Ont., says:
‘“Have used many other makes of dyes,
but find the Diamond Dyes ahead of
all, as they give the best and fastest
colors.”

Mrs. Silas Drury, Mahone Bay, N.S,
says: ‘“Your Diamond Dyes give me en-
tire satisfaction. I have used other
mwakes, but have settled on the good,
old and reliable Diamond Dyes.” -

Mrs. Joseph Weir, Sutton Junction,
P.Q., says: “Have used Diamond Dyes
for the last ten years, and they have
given me great satisfaction; I can recom-
mend them to all as the best.”

‘Mrs. G. A. Tory, Red Deer, NNW.T.
says: “I have given your Diamond
Dyes a fair trial and find them excel-
lent; failure is impossible if the direc-
tions are followed.”

Miiss Gussie Crawford, Kingston, N.B.,
sayf: “Have just dyed an old skirt a
beautiful Seal Brown with your Dia-

he | mond Dyes, and am much pleased with

result. - I make my Black ink from your
Slate Diamond Dye, and it is the only
kind of ink I have used for years, and
do a great deal of writing.”

Mrs. John Leslie, Port Colborne, Ont.,
says: ¢I have used Diamond Dyes in all
the colors, and I gan safely say they do
all you ¢laim for' them.” '

MR. GREENWAY’S KNIGHTHOOD.
A Toronto Paper Discusses the Grounds
Upon Which It May be Conferred.

Toronto, May 23.—The Mail and Em-
pire says editorially of the new titles:
The party organ in Toronto has been
instructed from Ottawa to say that
“Premier Greenwa$ will also be hon-
ored with knighthood.” Obviously Pre-
mier Greenway has been recommended
by Sir Wilfrid for a distinction simiiar
to that worn by Sir Pantaleon. What
has he done? He placed his heel upon
the necks of Sir Wilfrid’s co-religionists
and held it there, pretending he was
governed by a principle, until his federal
friends got office; then he and his prin-
cipad colleague, Mr. Sifton, bargained
for an amelioration of the conditions,
Mr, Sifton sold out for a federal port-
folio;  Mr. Greenway was promised a
knighthood. The knighthood was due
la.st year; it did not come. This year
Sir James Edgar and Sir Pantaleon
Pelletier are officially mentioned, but
there is no Sir Thomas as yet. Plain
Mr. Greenway may think Sir Wilfrid
is playing him false, but the organ has
assured him he has been put on the
list and his name may yet appear with
a title which his party services have
earned. So that democrats have found
a new use for an honor which royalty

confers,

before it was . necessary in most cases.

NEWS OF VANCOUVER

Volunteers Are Jubilant Over the
Results of Reecent Annual
Inspeection.

‘Ald. McQueen Declines the Homnor
of Contesting Richmond-Sti-
kine Rates Take a Tumble.

L}

Vancouver, May 21.—(Special.)—The
steamer Coquitlam arrived to-day with
latest advices from Wrangel. The only
news of importance was that the impos-
sible rate of $500 per ton for freight
from Wrangel to Telegraph Creek hal
taken the enormous drop to 20 cents per
hundred pounds, and that thousands of
people said to be detained by the high
rates can now get through with ease if
they desire.

There is now the best of reason to
show that the reported drowning of J.
Morgan and J. Egerston is a cruel joke.
One of the two post-cards that have
been recived is signed Johnson, the oth-

er Fergus, while the writing is identical.
Egerston wrote on May 3 from Skag-
way. .

There was quite a scene at the meet-
ing of the board of works committee of
the city councii yesterday, Alderman
McPhaiden leaving the roomn in hot ip-
dignation, because in the making ef ap-
propriations, his ward, the smallest and
best provided in the city, was granted
a less vote than that allotted to very
large outlying districts, hitherto seme-
what neglected as regards improvement
work.

Miss Peters, the well known pianiste
and also recording secretary of the Van-
couver Women’s Council, is suffering
from a fall, resulting in a badly dislo-
cated ankle, which will confine her to
the house for several weeks.

Messrs. Yerex & Co., of this city are

prosecuting a man named Metcalfe on a
charge of obtaining from them a con-
siderable sum, by means of a story that
ke would locate for them rich placer
ground near 'Peslin Lake. He stated
that he had there got out as much as
$112 in a few hours. His story is said
by the prosecutors to have proved foun-
dationless, hence the prosecution.
. The Bennett Lake and Klondike Nav-
igation Co., Limited, have begun work
here, booking passengers and freight for
shipment to Dawson, via Lake Bennett
}arter the opening of navigation, on the
6th proximo or thereabouts.

The Vancouver artillery corps is nat-
urally most enthusiastic over the results
of the recent inspection by Lieut.-Col.
Peters, D.0.C. Number six company
comes out just ahead by one point of
number five, .with the splendid aggregate
of 214 points scored, out of a: maximum
obtainable of 228. Number six company
obtained the full marks (10) for clothing
and accoutrements and the maximum of
20 points for manual firing exercise, For
company drill, 19 of 20 marks were
earned; for gun drill 67 out of 80; and
for internal economy the full score of
ten marks. In reply to questions, the
officers’ replies gained the full 40 marks,
and those of the non-commissioned offi-
cers the full 48 marks, making a score
of 214 in all. Number five company did
almost equally well, the contest between
it and number six being literally neck
and neck. A Number five earned the full
ten marks for clothing and accoutre-
ments; 19 out of 20 marks for manual
$iring; 18 out of 20 for company drill;
T4 out of 80 for gun drill and the full
ten marks for internal economy, its offi-
cers also gained the full forty points for
questions answered and the non-commis-
sioned officers 42 of 48 marks for their
answers, making a score of 213 in all.
This places each of the Vancouver com-
panies considerably ahead of the best
Victoria company record which is that of
number three company, stands at 188
points. Lieut.-Col. Worsnop and the
officers and men of his companies are to
be abundantly congratulated on the
brilliant success thus. obtained, which
will as they believe afford them an ex-
cellent chance of winning the prize for
the best drilled ¢ompany in all Canada,
in addition to securing provincial “pride
of the place.”

The Beston & Alaska Transportation
Company has followed up its successful
bargain with the Dominion government
by seeuring a very profitable contract
from the British American Cotporation,
through Mr. A. H. B. Macgowan, who
here acts for the transportation company.
The Alaska company agrees to convey
the corporation’s Yukon river steamers
together with 500 tons of freight to
Dawson, via the St. Michael’'s route.
The voyage will be made on or about the
first week in June, after which date the
Alaska company announces that it will
run a regular line of three steamers on
the St. Michael’s route, each oa_lling at
Vancouver on the out and in journey.
Connected with this ocean service, will
be a river fleet of seven stern wheel
steamers, specially built for serviece on
the shallow inland waterways of Al-
aska and the Yukon. The Alaska com-

summer season of Vancouver-Yukon
freight and passenger traffic. .

General regret is felt here in regard
to the death in St. Paul’s Hospital early
yesterday morning of Mr, Edward Me-
Feely, a sehior member of the well
known wholesale hadware firm of Mec-
Lennan & McFeeley, Limited.

Miss Murcutt, the well known Austral-
ian temperance and gospel missioner,
is now holding a series of young people’s
and general meetings on the temperance
question. The Congregational, Metho-
dist and Presbyterian churches of the
city are actively aiding the endeavor.

NEW WESTMINSTER.

New Westminster, May 21.—The
Board of Trade held its regular meeting
on Wednesday and received the secre-
tary’s report for the quarter, which was;
as regards finance, very satisfactory. The
members are 74 in number, and as near-
ly half of them are stated to be merely
nominal an effort is necessary to in-
crease the roll of active members. A

Morrison, M.P., stating that he was en-
deavoring to obtain a grant from the
Dominion ef $100,000 towards Fraser
river improvements. The Board of
Trade was shown by the treasurer’s re-
port to have now accumulated assets in
cash and investments representing no
less than $1,743. i

Mayor Ovens has, it is stated, been
progressing satisfactorily towards com-
plete recovery after his recent opera-
tion, to the general satisfaction of his
fellow citizens. Mr. Bruce, another
weg known local invalid, is also doing
well.

There was a big fire in the west end
of New Westminster early yesterday
‘morning when the large unoccupied
buildjng of the International hotel was
totally destroyed. It was a highly com-
bustable frame structure, which once
belonged to Mr. T. Levi, formerly city
aldermad. The hotel was built in boom
times and proved a total failure. Unoc-

!

|
i

pany thus anticipates a short, but busy | 5y

communication was read from Mr. Aulay | D

cupied for years it is now a thirg of the
past. The loss represents about $+,000,
of which $2,400 is covered by insurance
in favor of the mortgagees.

Ald. McQueen, of Vancouver, has for
personal reasons declined to stand for
Richmond against Mr. Thos. Kidd, M.P.
P. The decision is regretted by many in
the constituency as it is thought that
Mr. McQueen would prove a very
strong independent candidate. Mean-
while it seems fairly assured that Mr.
Richard McBride, barrister, New West-
minster, will contest the representation
of Dewdney with Mr. Sword, M.P.P.

D. W. HIGGINS, M.P.P.

The district of Esquimalt will shortly
he called upon to choose two gentlemen
as their representatives in the local
legislature. We understand that there
are already four aspirants for the hon-
ors in the field, with a probability of
a fifth in the near future. Among the
names mentjoned is that of David W.
Higgins, who during the present session
of the legislature gave an exhibition of
that dance he knows so well, ‘“Wheel
about! jump about! turn Jim Crow!” The
people of Esquimalt should, however,
be informed that he has sought Esqui-
malt as a place of last resort. Mr. Hig-
gins his aspirations, and they are of the
lofty kind. For a few years back he has
considered himself a fit and proper per-
son for the ministry, and, we reed scar-
cely add, not of the spiritual kind, but
for the ministry which guides the des-
tinies of this province. But his support
in this opinion has been confined to him-
self, and consequently he has not met
with very good success. Oun. the resi-
gnation of the late Chief Justice Davie
a pew ministry was formed, and it was
then that Mr. Higgins considered his
claims to a seat in the cabinet should
be recognized. But Mr. Turner wisely
considering that insteal of being a tow-
er of strength Mr. Higgins wculd prove
an element of weakness on account of
his extreme unpopularity, refused to even
consider such a proposition. Chagrined
and disgusted at Mr. Turner’s failue
to appreciate his qualities at his own
estimate, Mr. Higgins at once determin-
ed to turn on his oid friends at the first
opportunity. The income in connection
with the speakership for the first year,
after this mortifying blow to his aspira-
tions was of too valuable a character to
refuse, so he postponed anh open quarrel
for a time and waited until the last ses-
sion of the legislature when he might
masquerade as an opponent of the min-
istry and a champion of popular right.
But what bothered Mr. Higgins most
was “what would Esquimalt say to his
change of front?’ He had opeily
avowed at nomination to support the
party of which Mr. Turner was a lead-
ing and prominent representative and,
knowing full well that Esquimalt was
the home of high-spirited and honorable
gentlemen, he feared to face them again
as a renegade and apostate. Actuated
by this beautiful impulse of self-preser-
vation he bent his steps  during the
course of last summer towards the moun-
tains of Kootenay. At Nelson he en-
deavored to persuade the electors that
the riding required a good, sound com-
mon-sense advocate of their require-
ments in the legislature and he was the
gentleman who could fill the bill. But
the people of Nelson turned a deaf ear to
his suggestions, and he was plainly told
that Kootenay had many gentlemen who
would, if elected, do credit to the dis-
trict, and who would not turn their
coats on personal grounds. Footsore,
weary and downhearted he bent his steps
to the beautiful district of the Okanagan
valley, and to the good people of Vernon
he told the same tale as in the Koot-
enays. But the electors of Vernon gave
him the cold shoulder and he returned’
to Victoria, convinced that the residents
of the upper gouel(litry ;f‘re 1ackinglin T;-
cernment and, taste. n the
latter respégt‘, f(fr%gatgly for the prov-
ince, his interpretation of -edugated. tgste
differs from theirs.
the province were disgusted with Mr.
Higgins’ base desertion of his party (and
this disgust was common to both alike)
they were shocked at his open expres-
sions of hostility to the government while
occupying the position of speaker of the
house. Persons of refinement, and those
who. were conversant with the honorable
and gentlemanly neutrality which is
expected from every occupant of this
position,were shocked at this unprece-
dented exhibition of bad taste. Educat-
ed in a different pelitical atmosphere
they could not understand this gross
breach of a political custom. But it
made little difference to the subject of
this article, what cared he for what was
correct so long as he gratified his desire
for revenge? Meeting some residents of
Exquimalt who out of delicate eonsidera-
tion for the feelings of another told him
that Esquimalt might still return him
to the legislature, he has sgain come for-
ward to seek the suffrage of an out-
raged community. But wé are convineed
that the good people of that distriet will
seek some person to represent them np-
on whom they can place the ordinary
depepdence to be expected of a gentle-
man, We regret to have to thus write
of one who at one time promised a ca-
reer of usefulness and who might by the
application of fair average intelligence
to the welfare of the province have
{»royed himself a useful mémber of the
egislature. Esquimalt has been outraged
and no doubt when the time arrives
Esquimalt will visit its erring represen-

ta_tivg with the_ir just displeasure, Vale
iggins!—Wellington Enterprise.

A MURDEROUS MULATTO.

Kills Two Winnipeg People Because
Colored Folk Are Too Kindly
Treated There.

Winnipeg, May 24.—( Special —A
double tragedy occurred this evening on
Thomas street in this city. Panl Brown,
a mulatto, shot anl killed a man named
Burton. Then he fired at Burton’s
wife, and missing her ran to an adjoin-
ing house, where he met Katie Sutton
and fired four shots, all taking effect.

Brown was arrested and is now in the
police station. He is a native of Jeffer-
son, Mo., and came here from Pembroke,
Ontario, three years ago, when he was
sentenced to two and a half years’ im-

risonment for attempted murder at

elbourne. He was released on Satar-
day last, and says his only motive was
annoyance at the kindly manner in which
negroes are treated here.
Burton, the dead man, came from
uluth several days ago. He was in-
stantly killed, the bullet crashing
through his brain. The woman Sutton
will probably die.

POWDER WORKS EXPLOSION.

End of Preparations for Making Thirty-
Five Million Cartridges.

Hammond,  Ind.,, May 21.—Three
thousand pounds of powder at the plant
of the Hconomical smokeless powder
company, abouf four and a half miles
from here, blew up this afternoon, kill-
Ing one man, injuring three others and
demolishing the building in which was
located the mixing room. The explosion
occurred about one o’clock. The plant
has been running only three days and
was  about to begin work on a govera-
ment order for 35,000,000 cartridges.
The officers of the company have been
unable to discover the cause of the ex-

plosion.

But if the people of ;h

(ANADA 0 NGOTLATE

Sir Louis Davie’s Visit to Arrange
Preliminaries for an Inter-
national Convention.

Sealing Rearrangement Being Now
Due Will Be the Subject First
Discussed.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

Ottawa, May 23.—Sir Louis Davies
and Mr. Venning, chief clerk of th>
fisheries branch, left for Washington

this afternoon. The Minister expects to
be away ten days. It need not surprise
anyone if as a result of Sir Louis’ pre-
sent visit to Washington an understand-
ing is reached in connection with the-
Behring sea question. It may seem odd
that the United States should at this
time be able to discuss the sealing
question with Canada, but there is a
definite object in broaching the matter
now, when sealers are getting ready for
their season’s work in Behring sea. The
United States is anxious to secure total
suspension of pelagic sealing for one or
more years, and if any agreement is to
be reached in this direction for the cur-
rent season the question must be set-

tled before the sealers get away from
Victoria, and indeed before they incur
any expense in their preparations. Thus,
while Sir Louis Davies’ present trip is
to arrange for an Ottawa conference to
settle all questions now pending bet ween
the two countries, a decision of the seal-
ing question is most likely.

Mr. Hall dnd othér representatives of
the sealing owners at.uVictoria, ar-
rived here in the nick of time. They had

a long conferen¢e with Sir Louis Davies-

at, which they urged the Minister not
to consent in the revision of the Paris
regulations of 1893 to any further re-
striction on the sealing industry. How-
ever, an agreement to suspend the seal-
ing was agreed upon if the sealers be
compensated for their prospective busi-
ness large at present.

‘Washington, May 22.—Negotiations
will begin this week between the officials
of the state department, the British am-
bassador, Sir Julian Pauncefote, and
the Canadian minister of marine, Sir
Louis Davies, as a preliminary step to-
ward a convention or treaty between the
United States and Great Britain, clear-
ing up numerous long pending contro-
versies between this *country and Can-
ada. Efforts along that line have been
made in the past, but have failed to reach
a satisfactory conclusion. The work is
now taken up again under more favor-
able circumstances and it is hoped that
a common ground of understanding will
be reached. i ;

The meeting this week will be rather
general in character and miore””
nature of a discussion of what |
done than any arrgngeraent of #
act terms of a convention. The!
however, is to arrive at an undel
ing which can be submitted to bot
ernments as well as to the Cai
ministry, and thereafter the govern
will appoint commissioners wh
frame a settlement in accordance
this understanding.

Sir Louis Davies will arrive on
day and will be the guest of the
ish ambassador. Being a diplomat
otiation the ambassador will rep

ngland and Canada, but the
acquaintance which Sir Louis
as with the needs of Canada will
material assistance to the ambass
Siry Lquis’ first duty, however, w.
to ?ake part in the revision of the
lationls conce¥ring pelagic sealing, *
in accordance “With_ the finding o1
Paris tribunal of T must be re
every five years. 8.

It is expected that thid ¥tép- tow:
friendly settlement of all th'ﬁ"g:
at issue between the United Statg
Great Britain will be regarded in
cign quarters as significant and a
outgrowth of the friendly sentiment
cently exhibited between Great Br
and America. At the same time the
cials here, those of the state dej
ment as well as the British embassy
nét give to the coming meeting a &
ficance beyond what it plainly beari
its face, namely a desire to reac
friendly adjustment of -the long p:
ing border controversies between
United States and Canada.

It is said that the adjustment of tl
controversies would be a sufficient
complishment in itself without givins
thg meeting any broader significance
evidence of the friendly feeling betw
Great Britain and the United Sta
That feeling has doubtless led, hower
to making the present time opportune
negotiations which will bring the fi
results so long desired by both gove
ments. ‘

Sir Julian Pauncefote conferred w
Seeretary Day on Saturday, and arra
ed the preliminaries of the coming me
ing. Later Judge Day had a long tr
with ex-Secretary John W. Foster, w
has heretofore had charge of the C:
adian ‘negotiations and who may
connected with thosé about to beg.
though the personnel has not been d¢
ritely settled. It is not known who w
be appointed on the British side. £
Julian will, of course, be one of t
commissioners and two will be Can
dians, possibly Sir Richard Cartwrig
and Sir Louis Davies. It is hoped th:
Sir Wilfrid Laurier himself may be ah
to act as one of the Canadian commi
sioners as his presence on the tribun
could not fail to have a good effect. T}
commission may meet in Ottawa.

MEN-OF-WAR REPORTED.

Believed to be the Oregon and Consort
Not So Near Home as Thougnt
at Washington.

London, May 23.—Lloyds’ agent a.
Para, Brazil, under to-day’s date, cable:
that three men-of-war arrived there a
nine o'clock from Rio. Janeiro. Th¢
only American warships known to be
on their way from Rio Janeiro are the
Oregon, Mariette and Nictheroy. The
Oregon was last re%orted officially by
Lloyds at Bahia, Brazil, on May 9,
and she is believed to have proceeded at
midnight the same day. The distance
from Bahia to Para is about 160 miles,
roughly speaking, and if Lloyds’ re-
port is correct the Oregon and her con-
sorts have been_steaming very slowly.
Other reports have placed the Oregon
at Barbadoes and even nearer still to the
United States.

Rain is reported from many North
Western points. It will be welcomed by
the farmers as the wheat is badly in
need of moisture.

The Skagway News says that “Mr. God-
son, the Canadian collector of customs
came in from Bennett on the Oth with his
wife. The latter is on her way to her
home in Vietorla, and after a couple of
months’ rest will return to Tagish with her
two children.”
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