
WOMAN’S WOULD. —well, I couldn’t have been 
prised if I had seen Dr. Parkhurst pos­
ing as a living picture; ’’—Polly Pry m 
New York Recorder.
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SHE FOUNDED A CHAIR OF AMERICAN 
HISTORY AT BARNARÔ.

Rev. Anna Shaw oh Suffrage.

In an interview with Anna Howard 
Shaw, D. D., published in the Denver 
Republican, she expresses

Women Who Flay Poker—Rev, Anna Shaw 

on Suffrage—Women In Politics—Wom­
an’s Advent In Cornell—Southern Wom­
en and Bicycles—Sorosis’ Vacation.

To the originality of Mrs. Donald Mc­
Lean, elected this season regent of the 
New York chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, is dne the 
birth and development of a brilliant 
idea. This is nothing less than the 
founding a chair of American history, 
particularly of the colonial and Revolu­
tionary periods, at Barnard college, the 
feminine annex of Columbia, college. It 
is the first enterprise of its kind yet en­
tered upon by any of the patriotic orders 
of either men or women.

Mrs. McLean, author of this notable 
movement, is the wife of the Hon. Don­
ald McLean, former general appraiser 
of the port of New York, and is a daugh­
ter of the late Judge John Ritchie of the

some very 
cheerful views of the growth of senti 
ment in favor of suffrage. On the pros­
pect for suffrage in the east, Dr. Shaw
a»ys:

"It. is strung enough in any northern 
,<ate to carry the measure, were it 
for the partisan attitude of the political 
parties. Each party is afraid to take it 
up, and each is'afraid that if the other 
does take it np they will gain some ad­
vantage from it. The main reason for 
our defeat in Kansas last fall was, 1 
think, the fear of the Populists, who 
had heard that Colorado women were all 
working against their party, that the 
same thing would happen in Kansas.

“The danger in New York is from 
She foreign element. If we could wipe 
out New York city until after the eh 
tion, I think we could carry the state 
without doubt. It is a remarkable fact 
that in the districts where ignorance 
and vice are the strongest the vote 
against suffrage is the heaviest. The 
public work into which the women have 
entered in so many directions and 
such a workmanlike manner, tire in ter- 

: est women are shoving in municipal 
' form, and the beneficial results of their 

connection with it—all these thing 
paving the way. I think after 
more western states fall into the s-ilTra 
column there will be a perfect avrdaie-ho 

|s IvyX Jr of sentiment in that direction. Sect
; al strife was formerly between the north 

and the south. It is now largely coming 
to be between east and west, and if the 
west enfranchises its women, do you 
suppose the east will allow it such an 
advantage? No, indeed, the east will bo 
forced to follow suit, but it will 
in last, and dear old Massachusetts, my 
own state, which should have been first 
to head the column, will bring up in 
the rear, I am.afraid. That is because so 
many of Massachusetts’ young men have 
come west and left nobody but the old 
maids and old fogies behind. ’ ’
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MRS. DONALD M’LEAN.

Maryland court of appeals, a man famed 
beyond the limits of his state for bis 
powers of oratory, his integrity, legal 
knowledge and keen intellect.

Born in Frederick, Md., the town of 
Barbara Frietchie, Mrs. McLean first 
saw the light of day in the state’s most 
celebrated house, Prospect Hall, the 
home of her grandfather, the late Judge 
William Pinkney Manlsby. It is a man­
sion built by the famous Dulaney family 
in old colonial times. Mrs. McLean was 
bom in the haunted room, in which tra­
dition chronicles the walling up of a 
young girl because of a romantic love 
affair.

Mrs. McLean is characterized by 
broadly liberal tenets in all directions, 
is an earnest worker in church and pub­
lic affairs. The founding of a chair of 
American history at Barnard college by 
the New York city chapter of the Rev­
olutionary society, under Mrs. Mc­
Lean’s regency, has set an example in 
practical patriotism for all like societies 
to pattern after. The other chapters of 
the Revolutionary association, located!in 
every state and territory in the Union, 
have experienced am. awakening in con­
templating the weighty step taken by' 
their sister chapter ; a step which illus­
trâtes its own aims- and principles and 
those of the parent association, the Na­
tional Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.

Such historical advantages are needed 
all over the land, and that the opportu­
nity for such knowledge should first be 
made possible in New York, and by the 
feminine descendants of Revolutionary 
patriots, in the sister institution of old 
King’s college, makes the event a more 
happy and fitting one than it could have 
been without such associations. The 
work is being sustained at present by an 
amount raised annually, while the en­
dowment fund is being accumulated for 
the future permanent historical profess­
orship.

Worn»» Id Politics.
If the women are to assist the men in 

politics, they must do something besides 
jumping into the political arena. They 
must prepare themselves for the strug­
gles there. We learn from a circular is­
sued by Barnard college that the School 
of Political Science of Columbia univer­
sity is now open to women, who are 
free to take the graduate courses in po­
litical history, economics and sociology. 
Here is an opportunity for the advanc­
ing woman politicians. In the School of 
Political Science- they can lay the foun­
dations needed fdr the high statesman­
ship which ought to characterize all 
government. Thus- far, there is not any 
woman among the professors in the 
school, but we must presume that this 
deficiency will yet be supplied. The 
quick induction, broad reasoning, clear 
analysis and generous sympathy of 
womanhood ought not to be excluded 
from the faculty. The ideas of man in 
political science are apt to be hard and 
narrow and selfish.

The many women’s political clubs 
now in existence must also be of use to 
woman politicians by familiarizing them 
with the leading public questions of the 
times.

Both Mayor Strong of this city and 
Mayor Schieren of Brooklyn seem dis­
posed to favor the appointment of some 
women to those public offices to which, 
in the opinion of these two mayors, they 
are adapted. Both: of them seem to be­
lieve that women- are better fitted for 
service on school boards than for any 
other branch of the municipal service, 
and they have begun to follow up their 
belief, which is of the nature of the old 
belief that women are concerned only 
with children. This may do for a begin­
ning, but woman’s progress does not 
end at the schoolbonse. If, for example, 
we have a woman in New York who 
would make a better mayor than Wil­
liam L. Strong, we doubt whether May­
or Strong can prove that she should, mot 
be elected to the office.—New York Sun.

Women WÈw» Play Poker.

A bright little- Boston woman who 
has settled here- said to me the other 
day:

‘ ‘ I have played my last game of poker.
“To me it is more fascinating than 

eating, drinking, sleeping or dancing. 
It has developed the gambling spirit in 
me to such an extent that I am getting 
frightened. ’’

“I think you are very wise,” I said.
“Oh, well, it isn’t altogether that,” 

she continued. “I’m go jpg to be honest 
about it. It’s too expensive an enjoy­
ment for me.

Woman'» Advent In Cornell.

The alumni of Cornell university have 
nominated Miss Mary Carey Thomas for 
one of the trustees. This is probably the 
first time in the history of any of the 
leading universities in this country that 
a woman has been named for trustee.“People say : ‘Oh, it’s about an even 

thing in the long run. Keep- a little 
book. Put your losses on one side and ,, 
your gains on the other, and at the end . Bryn Mawr College For Women, She

was made dean of that college when it 
was opened in 1885, and was elected

Miss Thomas was graduated from Cor­
nell in 1877, and is now president of

of the year yen’ll find that they pretty 
well balance. ’

“Well, I tried that, and it makes me president m 1893. 
sick every time I look at it ^ legislature which has- just ad

“What amazes me is to see the hold 30urned Pass^d a law allowing- the Cor 
on the community that this game of nell alumni to elect five additional trns 
poker has secured. I tees this year. Every year after this they

“I called on some new acquaintances 1 wil1 elec* two trustees instead, of one as 

the other day, and they—a sweet, white heretofore. In recent years there has
been very little contest for this honor 
among the alumni, rarely more than two 
candidates being presented. As soon as 
the new law went into effect there Was

haired old mother and her two gentle 
daughters—talked so beautifully of art 
and science and theosophy and theology 
that I felt abashed as I thought :

Heavens, what would these simple 
people say if they knew I played ®ards 
for money?’

“ Presently the younger daughter ask­
ed me :

“ * Do you play poker?’
“I thought that she had heard of my 

shortcomings, and began to make an 
awkward explanation.

“But she laughed and said:
“ ‘Oh, we play I Just a little weenie 

game. Mother is quite taken with it, en graduates in all the large cities in 
aren’t yon, mother?’ the country were enlisted in the work.

The old-Lady said that she was. Friends of other candidates sent out the
“So, like Ah Sin, we had a small' «^ternary indorsements seeking votes 

game, with the usual result I “d telling of the candidates’ fitness for
“I lost 97 cents, all of which the1 the honor. Miss Thomas’ circular was 

mother won. I one of the last to appear. To the surprise
“She didn’t look as if she knew the' of the alumni it contained nearly three

times the number of indorsements that 
any of the circulars of the male candi 
dates had.

a great scramble. In all, 15 candidates 
Sbr the five places were named.

The alumnae of the institution at once 
decided that they ought to be represent­
ed in the board of trustees. Correspond­
ence was started; and after a confer­
ence of names proposed they settled 
upon Miss Thomas as the woman grad­
uate of Cornell best fitted by her train­
ing and acquirements to fill the place. 
At once a campaign was started. Worn-

difference between a Hoboken straight 
and a Judge Duffy, hut she did. ”

I told the fair Bcetonese that her lan­
guage was unintelligible to me.

- pshaw 1” she rejoined. “But to 
that saintly looking old woman 

‘anteing’ and ‘raising’ and 'standing pat’

Southern Women and Bicycle».
The women of the southern states 

have been much slower than their north­
ern sisters in the utilization of the hioy-

“Oh,
watch
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that the main oauae of the prevalence of 
lynching la want of faith in the cour ta of 
juetice.

The oaee of the mlaoreant Holmea has 
given the American newepapera an oppor­
tunity to oompare the promptneee with 
whioh justice is administered in Canada 
with the slackness and dilatorineaa of the 
United States courts.

As our readers know, Holmes is accused 
of committing a horrible crime in Canada. 
The bodies of the two daughters of Pietzel 
were found buried in the cellar of a house 
which he rented and occupied only a few 
days. Holmes is consequently wanted in 
Canada, and the Canadian authorities are 
taking steps to have the man extradited for 
the purpose of being tried in this country. 
The American newspapers, so far from be­
ing unwilling to see this American 
rendered to the Canadian officers of justice, 
express the hope that he will be sent to 
Canada to be tried in preference to hie being 
handed over to the authorities of Illinois 
or any other State in whioh he is bolieved to 
have committed the crime of murder. The 
reason of this is openly and clearly stated. 
This is what the New York Evening Post, 
one of the most respectable newspapers of 
the United States, says on the subject :

The number of states and countries where 
the man Holmes is wanted, to be tried for 
murdering people in order to defraud life 
Insurance companies, is increasing from day 
to day. The question which state or coun­
try wants him most will perhaps never be 
decided, but the question which one ought 
to have him first is already 
oided unanimously in favor of Can­
ada. The reason for yielding our claims 
is that it Holmes 
this country and convicted, it would take 
several years to execute him. With the 
Buchanan case freshly in mind, we should 
expect a series of stays, new trials and ap­
peals to higher state courts, lasting a couple 
of years, and other dilatory motions in the 
Supreme Court of the United States, based 
on clauses In the federal constitution, end­
ing perhaps with the execution of the crimi­
nal while his counsel were preparing fresh 
papers in the case. The use of the federal 
constitution as a means of delaying the 
cation of murderers is comparatively a 
growth in criminal jurisprudence and is 
likely to be worked for all it is worth and 
more, unless the Supreme Court adopts some 
decisive rule to free itself of the parasite. 
By all means let Canada try Holmes first.

from the east. She was bom and reared 
in the south, but instead of holding to 
the southern ideas of slavery believes in 
the absolute equality of the races. She 
says, “The condition of the negro was, I 
believe, the first thing that turned me 
toward Republicanism. ”

M.ss Boswell was one of the most ac­
tive spirits in the recent crusade against 
Tammany. In this work she was obliged 
to go about the city constantly attended 
by two detectives. Although not a suf­
fragist, yet she believes universal suf­
frage will in time be extended, and those 
women who desire to vote can do so. 
She thinks that marriage and mother­
hood is the highest state to which wom­
en can aspire. She says : “Women are 
always doing the little things forgotten 
by other people, and they will continue 
to do them in politics. True patriotism 
can best be taught at the fireside, and 
when the mothers are keenly alive to 
the most important issues of their day 
and generation how can they fail to im­
press their sons with their enthusiasm?”

Miss Boswell was educated at the 
Friends’ school in Baltimore, and their 
broad and liberal views aided her in 
forming the views she now holds. Al­
though of Scotch origin, she has a de­
cidedly French cast of features. Her 
complexion is fair, and she has beautiful 
golden hair. Her interest in politics has 
robbed her of none of her woman’s love 
for dainty and becoming clothing, and 
she frankly confesses that she likes to 
wear clothes of the latest style and al­
ways intends to dress as well as her 
purse will allow. She lives at her fa­
ther’s home in New York city, and out­
side of her political work is a journalist 
and magazine writer.

Of the five states which sent women 
delegates to the Cleveland convention 
Colorado enjoys the distinction of hav­
ing sent the most. Of the six women 
representatives from this state all are 
noted for their ability and prominence 
in the political field. Mrs. Hiram B. 
Stevens of Denver is the editor of The 
Woman Voter, the only political wom­
an’s paper in the Lodted States, and the 
president of the East Capitol Hill Re 
publican league, the largest woman’s 
Republican club iu Denver, having a 
membership of over 900. To Mrs. Ste­
vens’ name can also be prefixed the ad­
jective first, as she was the first woman 
elected to a political position in Colo­
rado—that of vice chairman of the city 
central committee of Denver. Mrs. Ste­
vens is noted for her gracious manners, 
her splendid hospitality, her rare old 
china and her interest in all the politi­
cal questions of the day. In a recent in­
terview she gave forth the following 
clear ideas :

“Woman suffrage in Colorado has al­
ready proved of marked political and so­
cial benefit. The political benefit is
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MISS HENRIETTA G. MOORE.

franchisement of woman, government 
control of all means of communication 
and transportation, silence of all mo­
nopolies and a financial system that will 
issue money to the people in sufficient 
quantity for all needs, remonetize silver 
and make all money legal tender for all 
purposes.

Miss Moore is a graceful, attractive 
looking woman, with a bright, intelli­
gent face, showing great strength of 
character, soft brown eyes and dark 
hair. She was a delicate, fragile child 
and was therefore not sent to school in 
her early childhood, but was encouraged 
to spend her time in the open air, there­
by gaining health and vital force. Be­
coming possessed of some books, she had 
a great desire to know what the strange 
characters in them meant. So she taught 
herself to read by carrying her book to 
her mother when she failed in a word 
or character. At 15 years of age she be­
came a teacher in order to aid her par­
ents in some financial difficulties.

She became a prohibitionist not be­
cause she had heard of the evils of in­
temperance, but because she knew. A 
beloved brother was tempted away from 
her side into the saloon. She weni to 
the saloon keeper and begged him not to 
sell her brother liquor, but he would 
give her no promise. One evening she 
saw her brother and the mayor of the 
town enter the saloon together. What 
could she do—she, a slender, delicate 
young woman—against a brawny, li­
censed liquor dealer? She could not do 
much. The law would not help her, but 
she did what she could. She walked up 
the railroad track, gathered her apron 
full of stones, and returning sent them 
with a sure aim direct at the saloon 
windows. She was arrested, but her 
friends paid her fine, and she did not go 
to jail. This was the beginning of her 
temperance career.

When the crusade broke out, she was 
chosen to lead the band in her native 
village. Since that time she has devel­
oped into one of the strongest organizers 
of temperance unions in the United 
States, and there is scarcely a state or 
territory where her voice has not been 
heard in the prohibitionist cause.

From the time she taught herself to 
read she has been a persevering adfe in­
defatigable worker. While teaching in 
the daytime she spent many hours of the 
night in studying and arranging plans 
and lectures for her temperance unions. 
While traveling abont the country in the 
interests of the prohibitionist cause she 
devoted all her spare moments in study­
ing for the ministry and is now an or­
dained minister in the Universalist 
church. She has not as yet accepted any 
of the numerous calls she has received 
to a settled pastorate. She is a member 
of the board of education in Springfield 
and one of the trustees of Buchtel col-
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THE HEN LET REGATTA.

The Henley regatta haa been pretty freely 
commented on by United States newepapera. 
The beet of them expreseed a sensible and 
sportsmanlike view of the course taken by 
the Cornell crew. There were others, how. 
ever, that allowed their anti-British preju­
dices to warp their judgment, and their ac­
counts of the race that waa not a race were 
not to Canadians pleasant reading.

An article in the London Times on “ The 
Americans at Henley ” shows the spirit in 
which foreign rowers are treated when they 
go to England to take part in English re­
gattas. Nothing oonld be more cordial or in 
better taste than the way in whioh the Times 
speaks of the foreign rivals of English rowers. 
Its criticism on the Cornell crew’s course is 
extremely mild. It says in substance that 
it was fair but not sportsmanlike. Com­
pared with the criticisms of some of the 
leading American journals, it may be said 
to be mildness itself. Here is an extract 
from the Times’ article :
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Some of the foreigners on this occasion 
iroved themselves not easy to defeat, 
dany Frenchmen row extremely well ; so 

do the Dutchmen, as they showed yester­
day against St. John’s, Oxford, and against 
Molesey ; so do many of onr American 
cousins. The last, indeed, have everything 
to make them good oars—far finer rivers 
than we can boast, college organisations, 
and a summer climate which often makes 
rowing a delightful occupation, 
every reason, then, why they should come 
to Henley ; and, of course, when they come, 
English crews and spectators are glad to 
bid them welcome. International amity in 
these matters, indeed, is no empty name 
to Eogiiehmen. We are jnst about 
to eend a University team to play orieket in 
America, and another to pit itself against 
Yale in athletic sports, and we are looking 
forward to as friendly a greeting there as we 
always give to American competitors on onr 
own soil. It has always been so till now. 
When Harvard sent over a crew to raoe 
Oxford, the excitement in London was great 
and the crowd tremendous ; nor, so far as 
we remember, was anything said or done to 
show the Harvard students that they were 
not very welcome. It is to be hoped that 
this feeling will always continue and that 
the little friction whioh has come from the 
Henley incident will promptly pass away.

The incident in question occurred on 
Tuesday in one of the early heats of the 
race for the Grand Challenge Cup. The 
competitors were the Leander Boat Club 
and the crew sent by Cornell University, in 
the State of New York. When the word 
was given to start, Leander was not ready, 
bat the Cornell crew went off at the signal 
and rowed over the oonrse. . . It is
scarcely possible to be too punctilious in a 
matter of this kind, especially where the 
contest is of an international character. 
Certain roles are laid down, and, so far as 
the umpire is concerned, they must be 
obeyed. It is quite certain than an Eng­
lish university or sohool orew in such a oaee 
as this would have stopped rowing and 
backed to the starting point till their op­
ponents were ready, but this would have 
been their own doing, the result of long 
traditions, and in obedience to the purely 
British canon of what is sportsmanlike. 
Now, the sportsmanlike is one thing ; the 
strict adherence to one’s rights is quite 
another thing. . . The matter was
settled next day in a manner eminently 
satisfactory to all concerned, except to the 
hapless Leander crew and, of course, Cor­
nell. For when it came to the next heat, 
when Cornell had to meet Trinity Hall, the 
Americans got as pretty a beating from the 
champion Cambridge crew as the meet 
ardent of onr patriots would have desired.
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MRS. HIRAM G, STEARNS.
shown in the more orderly way in which 
the primaries are now held and the bet­
ter tone of the conventions. These are 
the more apparent and immediate bene­
fits. Then there is a demand for a higher 
standard of representation, which will 
have good results ere long.

“There is a class of men who have 
long complained of the corruption in 
politics, giving this as their reason for 
holding aloof. This class has been quite 
demonstrative since we have had equal 
suffrage and keep harping about the 
duty of women to purify politics. Too 
many of these men have done nothing 
themselves in the past in this work, but 
are now ready to advise and claim the 
credit of the advance- I believe no good 
can be done in politics except by active 
work therein. We cannot expect others 
to do our crusading. I feel most earnest­
ly that political work is educational and 
a noble mission. I look upon political 
organization as an army whose success 
depends upon able generalshp and faith­
ful service. I want to see politics an 
honored and honorable calling.

I like political work, and I like poli­
ticians—I mean those who are active 
workers, who give their time and atten­
tion to it and want to succeed. I like to 
be in the battle with them, for or 
against theq|, and I want to gain polit­
ical knowledge through experience and 
have the respect of my political oppo­
nents and the esteem of those under 
whose flag I am fighting. A woman can 
be as womanly in politics as a man can 
be manly.

“The social benefits of it show that so­
ciety leadership is not so important a 
function after all. There are many true 
hearts and wise heads in humble homes, 
and the vote of the poor woman counts 
for as much as that of the rich. J think 
women are remarkably true and correct 
in their intuition and despise snobbish­
ness and pretense.

“Do all classes of women vote? An 
exceedingly large percentage have done 
so, and their interest continues unabat­
ed. New members are added ey 
to our chibs. We supplement the rou­
tine work with many special entertain­
ments. Yes, the woman vote is partisan 
emphatically. Colorado, irrespect 
party, is a unit for bimetallism. We 
want sound money, and we define sound 

There has been a suggestion that the money to be silver and gold coined at a 
Prohibitionists nominate Miss Moore as ratio of 16 to 1, the money of our fore- 
their candidate for governor. fathers and of the constitution. We be-

Miss Helen Varick Boswell also en- fieve in American finance, not British, 
joys the distinction of being a “first,” mid we will work till we get it. 
being the first woman delegate Nëw will have silver presidential electors 
York has ever sent to a political con- next year without a doubt. ” 
ventian and the only one that comes Narcisse Jarvis.
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THE VANOOÜVBRS HARD AT WORK.

It is astonishing how hard the Vancouver 
lacrosse boys are practising, with a view to 
being picked for the Eastern trip and of 
making the chances of losing their next 
match as small as possible. The team will 
play two 
Toronto,
Quebec.

MISS HELEN VARICK BOSWELL.
lege at Akron. She was bom in New­
ark, O. She believes in the right of ev­
ery woman to help determine who shall 
rule over her in civil affairs.

ive of

matches at Montreal, two at 
one at Ottawa and one at old

" Britannia Bales The Waves.’’
We rale paper and manufacture blank 

books. Inspect onr samples and get prioes. 
The Colonist Bindery, Broad street and 74 
Government street.

We
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FOREST FIRES.

The bash fires are spreading between this 
city and Nanaimo ; towards Otter Point a 
new district, is blazing, and the Straits are 
again hidden under a gray smoke cloud, the 
result of fresh fires having started on several 
of the islands of the Gulf. The present 
season bids fair to rival last year for the 
number and extent of its bash fires, and at­
tention is thereby recalled to the note of 
warning in this regard that is sounded by 
Surveyor General Tom Kilns in his last of­
ficial report. The subject thus opened up 
is a very large one—much too large for more 
than casual consideration in the columns of 
a newspaper or the pages of a departmental 
report—but Mr. Kains has, in the view of 
the public generally and of timber men in 
particular, struck the keynote in advising 
that a new and stringent bush fire law be 
placed on the statute book of the province 
without delay. Such legislation, it is held, 
is necessary, not alone for the pre­
servation of British Columbia’s forest 
wealth, but for the protection of settle­
ment, town and village property from de­
struction by fire and for the prevention of 
the recurrence of disastrous floods.

At the present time the Bush Fire act is 
the same as that passed in 1874. It provides 
that any person who, during the months of 
June, July, August or September, ignites 
any inflammable material in any forest or 
woods, from which damage recults through 
the author of the fire having neglected to 
properly extinguish It, is liable to a maxi­
mum penalty of $100 or in default three 
months’ imprisonment for each offence. 
This applies to fires on Crown land as well 
as private property, while owners of dis­
trict land are equally liable should fires 
starting on their premises spread, through 
thair carelessness or neglect, to do. damage 
to adjacent property.

The causes of the annual epidemic of 
bush fires are apparently as vari­
ous as the localities afflicted, but 
In many cases the carelessness of 
camping parties or of settlers clearing land 
by fire in the dry season is unquestionably 
to be held responsible. In the Kootenay 
country, where the operations of Mr. 
Drewry’s government survey party were 
last year suspended for almost two entire 
months by the presence of the dense smoke, 
it was learned that many of the more serions 
fires had been wantonly started by prospec­
tors anxious to secure easier access to the
country to prosecute their search for 
minerals. The result was, as everyone 
knows, heavy loss in timber of the highest 
grade. As long ago as in 1888 it was esti­
mated by Mr. J. H. Morgan, Dominion 
forestry commissioner, that British Colum­
bia’s timber lose by bush fires_in that one 
year exceeded $1,000,000. Last year’s fires 
were even more numerous and more disas­
trous than those of 1888, and this season’s 
promise to be as bad as those of 1894.

Aside from their bearing upon the ques­
tion of forest conservation, the bush fires are 
held to be largely responsible for both floods 
and drought. All the authorities appear to 
agree that thg Fraser river floods of 1894 
were in a large measure attributable to fires 
having cleared the mountains at the head­
waters. In this connection Mr. W. 8. 
Drewry, P.L.S., has the following in his 
report to the Lands and Works department. 
His remarks closely parallel those on the 
same subject of Mr. Morgan :

“ While it is probable that the great 
floods of 1894 were the result of a very un­
usual combination of circumstances, it is 
also probiblejthat the partial deforestation 
of onr mountains waa an important factor. 
For hundreds — probably thousands — of 
years nature has been at work excavating 
various channels for nnwatering the coun­
try under certain conditions, and if man 
changes one of these he must affect the re­
sult. Nature made these drainage works to 
perform their task within a certain period ; 
so that if, through the destruction of 
the forests, they are forced to do 
their work in a very much shorter time the 
result in a country such as ours must be a 
succession of floods and droughts, alternately 
devastating and parching the valleys; for 
the surface being denuded of trees the ac­
cumulated snows of winter will be exposed 
to the direct rays of the sun, and melting 
quickly, will rush off, surcharging the 
streams, oauelng them to overflow their 
banks and overwhelm the valleys; while 
in summer the greater part of the rainfall 
will
the surface on whioh it falls, 
successful use of the valley lands depends 
largely on the preservation of the mountain 
forests, whioh in this fair province exists 
principally where but little of the eoil 
be cultivated, and most of the inhabitants 
are engaged in or depend on mining, and, 
therefore, the conditions under whioh the 
waterways work need not be dangerously 
changed, and are only so altered by the 
mtter indifference of the people.”

While Mr. Kains has not outlined any 
desirable remedial legislation in his report, 
it is his opinion, shared by numerous others 
identified with provincial affairs who have 
recently been spoken to on the subject, that 
heavier penalties should be provided for the 
causing of bush fires, and that steps should 
also be taken to specially protect through 
the dry season the timber at the mountain 
sources ot the more important rivers of the 
province.

pass off by evaporation from 
Thus the

can

AMERICAN JUSTICE.

None complain more bitterly of the tardi­
ness and inefficiency of the American courts 
in important criminal oases than the Ameri­
cans themselves. The slowness of the pro­
ceedings provokes them and they are In­
dignant when they see so many loop holes 
left for the escape of criminals abont whose 
guilt there is not the shadow of a doubt. So 
little faith have the people in many parts of 
the Union in the administration of justice 
in criminal cases that in order to make sure 
that men accused of abominable crimes 
shall suffer the punishment due to their of­
fences, they try and execute the alleged of­
fenders themselves. There can be no doubt
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WOMEN IN POLITICS.
THEY ARE NATURALLY PROGRESSIVE 
AND QUICKLY CLEAVE TO REFORMS.

One Has Recently Wielded the Gavel In a 
Political Gathering—Another Was a Po­
litical Delegate—Colorado the Banner 
State In Recognizing the New Woman.

[Copyright, 1895, by American Press Associa-

For the first time on record a woman 
has wielded the gavel over a political 
gathering. And the honor was most fit­
ly bestowed when it was given to Miss 
Henrietta G. Moore at the recent con­
vention of Prohibitionists-et Springfield, 
O. The novelty of a woman presiding 
caused a great deal of enthusiasm, and 
when Miss Moore arose to speak the au­
dience greeted her with waving hand­
kerchiefs and shouts of applause. Miss 
Moore’s speech was considered the most 
masterly ever made at the opening of a 
political convention. It pleaded for the 
suppression of the liquor traffic, the en-
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