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LIBERAL POLICY

Foreibly Exposed and Cogently
Shown Up by the Finance
Minister.

In No Way Adapted to Canadian Con-
ditions — What Free
Trade Means.

From the Montreal Gazette.)

Hon. G. E. Foster, at the meeting at
Sherbrooke of the Eastern Townships Con-
servative association, was received with
great cheering. After thanking the associ-
ation for the address presented to him he
said : ** Let no faint-hearted friend of the
party lose one single iota of stremgth or
courage from the thought that ‘the great
men whom we have admired and who led us
are one by one taken from us. When they
were here we loved them, admired them
and followed them, and they gave us

strength. Now that they have passed away
the memory of their actions, the memory of
the work they did and the principles they
elucidated are here to help us even as
strongly as when they were with us in the
body. (Applause.) If
thinks.thadn

come, they are

own and easy way -because we  have lost
some of our strong men, they are mightily
mistaken. (Renewed applause.) The prin-
ciples of the party remain, and, thank
heaven, they have suffered no change. The
organization and strength of the party in
its rank and file and in union and power is
as great to-day as it ever was in the history
of the party in this country—(applause)—
and I'hope we will all have sagacity enough-
to stand shoulder to shounlder “and heart to
heart in the contest —for our party ? No—
for the country.. (Cheers.) A little while
ago in Galt, I took up and discussed ome
point of the question which is really the
basis of the piea of the Liberal party to be
put in power ; to-day I want to take up a
second point. What manner of men and

WHAT KIND OF A POLICY'

is to be substitated for the men and the
policy of to-day? That is a very important
question for level-headed and intelligent
electors in the Dominion of Canada. Do
not let us forget the teachings of history.
We are a fairly busy pedple in Canads, snd
as event succeeds event and day follows day
we have 8o much to take up ‘the time each
hour that we are apt to forges ‘what hap-
pened only a little while ago. It is unsafe
to do that. ‘We live in a state in which
there are three great divisions of time, the
past, the present and future, and “each
should have its proper division and weight.
He is not & wise man, and it is- not & wise
nation, that forgets or atbempts to separate
them from the teachings and lessons of the
past ; for on the way in which they are
vaken depends nob only the sucoess of the
future, but also to a large extent the auccess
of ‘the present. Do not let us forget on this
question what manner of men and what
manner,of policy you are asked to substi
tute for the present-state of things ; do not
forget the history of -thé past five, six or
seven years.. -I want to call to your minds
& few points in the

VARIEGATED AND SPOTTED HISTORY

the Liberal party. fo

tive and . consented, as the editor of the
Globe and a man in the councils of the Lib-
eral party; to furdish the thunder for peo-
ple in a foreign country on'one hand and to
fnraish it for the Liberal party in this coun:
try on the other. So the battle went mer-
rily on, until Mr. Laurier has asserted that
there  were to be no.custom houses between
the two couvtries under his policy, and a
few months. later he asserted that there
must be custom houses. - It eventually came
to this, that the strong and trunsted and
clear-headed leader of former times, think-
ing it all over, came to the conolusion that
he must pass out of the:ranks of his party
and of political life jn Canada, and he left
them just before 1891 with that wonderful
valedictory, the -closing words of which
were: ‘¢ Having to sall under false oolors,
and averse to train hostile guns upon the
comrades of a former day, I make my de-
mission to the party and

PASS OUT FROM' THE PUBLIC LIFE OF
CANADA,

(Loud applause.) The elections c¢f 1891
came and passed, and when the votes were
counted up, and especially when the bye.
election votes were counted a little later, it
was found that the three fads had received
the earnest condemnation. of the electorate
of Canads, and in their hearts nambers of
loyal Liberals, from Cape Breton to Van-
couver, were pleased that the fads had been
condemned. Bub the elections of 1891 had
not pwd more than a month or two be-

confusion o 11 wh 0 he
op of his head, renewed his flirtation with
Boston and New York. He went and
asked them to give him a sign by which he
was to conquer, to fix him up an electorate
by whose votes he should win and ourry
favor. He commenced to berate the
policy of the government of Canada, and to
find congratulatory things to say to the
people w0 the south of us, going
80 far at So. Thomas as to declare
that the illiberal conduct ‘and the bad faith
of the government of Canada was
the reason why Grover Cleveland in-
troduced his anti.intercourse  bill and
threatened us with a dire and fatal proceed-
ing from that side of the line, all of which
was duly chronicled when Mr. Laurier went
to Boston, and it formed the headlines of
the Boston papers. When he went there he
bad nothing better to say of Great Britain
and Canada than that the action of Canada
during the American civil war was an action
at which the civilized werld- shouild be hor-
rified. As a matter of faot, all English peo-
ple, nay, even the British government, ach-
ed in unison and ' approved of every act
done by the Canadisn government, and the
American government itself sent

THANKS TO CARADA,

through the British government, for the
kindly and neighborly way it acted during
that same civil war, (Applause.) He pro-
mised the people of the United States. in
1891 that he would give them a free maikes
into Cancda, if they would do, the sase,
and said so many ungracious -things of
Canada, and so many  impossible. things
consistent with its standing as an _in-
dependent . country, . that Sir. Oliver
Mowat got his back nr-.: stood to-.his gans
and wrote a loyal letter to Alexander
Mackenzle, recalling. the Liberal elechor-
ate back - to their duty
that unrestrioted reciproci
be bought up ab the cost

aopnhﬁon. to

of the last en years ol ' party.

in principleand 89
to their heart’s conten

the obtintry has

e, (Ao

not forgotten exactly what - hﬂdmbyﬁpw ‘I ask you to think

1879 they continued to:be free ers in
principle and anti-protectionista in

No matter what the club that would beat
the protestion doctrine and theory, they
used it, and they carried on the i
lost before the great conmventionof the peo-
ple in 1878, and sgain in :1882. In 1887
they again went betore the same great con-
vention, with a leader stronger far thanany
they have had since ; they went with Edward
Blake at their head, & man of gigantic infel:
lect, and a man of great and power
of mind. Whether he were completely:
practicable in all respeots may be discussed ;

bub in one he was, and he showed i'in 1887,
for when he brought his party up to the
time just prior to the elections, he said, in

one of his speeches, that protectiod had been

in vogue from 1878 to 1887 ; that under iv

vested interests had grown up ; that under

the expenditures necessary for the oountry

large taxes were to be raised, and he ven-

tured to tell the people of Canada that so

for as he and his party were concernsd they
could not hope to materially alter that state
of things, and he pledged himself and party
that they would not materially -alter- the

sjatus quo, with the single exception of the
duties upon coal and ¢orn. Upon all  else
manufacturers need have nothing to fear
from himself and party gebting  into power,

As a chief dominant over's party, but &

lictle suspicious of some of them, he thought
ib was necessary to say thab

FREE TRADE WAS REMOVED

from the domain of practical politics. He
also said : *Most surely no principle Iaid
down by me as leader shall be violated while
Iretain my post. ‘There is, I' believe, a
general concurrence of opinion between us,
Including Sir Richard Cartwright.’ There
was a distinot pledge made by the acknowl-
edged leader of a great party upon certain
definite lines. That ty went to’ the
electorate in 1887, budp" they were beaten,
not because the people did not like the man-
ner of the pledge Edward Blake gave, but
they reasoned rin this party and  this man
have been continually against the National
Policy, and if they "are not going to
materially change . ib, ‘we 'might just
a8 well, and a little better, . in those
who have always beep our frie than E:E
in new-found friends, but erstwhile enem
What happened? The elestions: had not
fairly cooled off before ‘Sir Richard Cart-
wright and those under him coolly repudi-
ated Blake’s pledge o the peopleof Canada
and went looking for stra . They.
went to a foreign oounn;yh, w we might
call the land of the ilistines, and
found & molten calf which had been put in
order by a celebrated Mr. Wiman, and they
fell down and worshipped i, and said,
: These be the gods, oh ! Tsrael’ (Loud
langhter.) Then began a confusion which
was greater than that which fell npon the
old world inhabitants and resaltéd in the
fall of the Tower of - Babel. = (Renewed:
laughter.) For five years they searched,
they wound in and wound ‘ous, they reason-
ed and quarrelled, they asserted and denied,
and they went round and about amongst
Corélmetcial union and continental free trade
an ’

UNRESTRICTED . RECIPROCITY =

th me for & moment or two-whatis the
liq.oith,embonlp'nrtynow,nghonh‘
e commandments—( ughter)—the resolu-
tions of the convention of ’93, and as shown
by the preacher_ of - those commandments,
r. Laurier.. We may draw conclusions
from all these wanderings and shiftings in
the past ; but the. thing &,whn-vdo they
propose now ! -The first thing they ask us
to adopt is the complete elimination of pro-
teotion from the tariff of . the country.. I
might. weary youn by reading the statements
thatv are given as to that policy ; but.I think
it of so much importence that I know youn
will not find fanlt with me if I read some
extracts, 80 as Yo show, without doubb, that
they are not simply my assertions, but are
reaily the i
STATEMENTS OF THE LIBERAL. PARTY

and that they are the policy of -the Liberal
party. At Waterloo Mr. Laurier said :
¢ I say that not'a.cent should .be ocollected
beyond: what 1§ -required ' to imeet’ the
country’s necessities. We will tax for
revenue, but not ome cent for protection.
When-we are in power we will relieve the
ple of protection, which is a fraud, 8
ggfulion and arobbery,’ Isthat sufficiently
strong? ‘That is the utterance of the leader
of the Liberal party standing on -the :plat-
form of 1893, 'At Winnipeg, .in 1894, he
said: ‘I come before, you to-night to
preach to you the new gospel of freedom of
trade. ' I denounce to you the polioy of &no-
teotion as bondage, and I refer to bon age
in the same bl::;mr lnsiwhloh A’n};ﬁul:
slavery was 8| r, our policy is
freedom of trade llIg;.tl exiats in England,
snch as is practised in Great Britain,” In
the county cf Peel he said : * I propose we
should follow England’s example and open
our ports to the ducts of the world.”
Av Montreal, in hjs late- speech, he said:
*I have told you that our object is to have a
customs tariff for revenue only. Upon the
question of proteotion there can be no com-
promise. Wa stand here against Pprotection
and in favor of ‘a onstoms tariff bmdm
the- principles of revenue and nothing:
The system of protcifon has been the bane
snd cticse of Canads. The
LIBERAL PARTY BELIEVES IN FRRE TRADE
on. the broad lines that. exist in Gréas
Britein. - I may be asked : *Dbo you pre-
tend that if we were to abolish the system
of protection that our manufacturers can
live in ‘the oity of Montreal? I certainly
do pretend it.” . It will be noted that Sir
b was not present iIn

Richard /
Montreal this ye&r ; but he was there Ias,
they yu: with Mr, Laurier, anb I quote just one

sentence from his speech. He said : *‘ There
is no Canadian manufacturer who need be
afraid to fac#the competition of the world.
Oar policy is death to protection !” After
his  Montreal - speech, where the leader

ed - his . policy, the Toromto Globe

s Mp. illller presented to his
enthusiastio  anditors in Montreal the
principles that the tariff should be so re-
vised that every -cemb the citizen pays in
taxes should go into the public treasury
for public * . 8o much with refer-
ence to the statements as_to the one branch
of the sabject. It is necessary for us to be

that.

without, seemingly, & glimmer in their own | wh

minds whither either wonld Jead them,
without any unfon or agreement, save in
length of time, upon any one move,

& period of great activity., Wiran WAS
active in the United States, and

well. With one hand upon the rel
V:’:;hi})fﬁ:n .lmd the other upon ﬁ:.

ot the Liberal party im Canads,
them up to his heart’s consent, and fram
resolutions on this side and the of
Laughter). Mr. Farrer became very

e you do lluimpg- by -

accarsed by both God and man.”
ree trade as practised in England is
WHAT MR. LAURIER ORAVES FOR.
There is no inconsistency in the statenfents
I have read. See how well they dovetail to-
gether. One is, we are going to have free
trade as in. England, and the other is, there
is to be no protection in the tariff we will
propose if we come into power. You get
about as far away from protection in tariff
o8 it is in Great Britain. Free tradeas it is
in ﬂudmdnopmmﬂon in the tariff of
Cai ¢ this country proposes to
oin she onl.y':luﬁo;“ :f &‘I-u hw;ﬂd which has
trade, to 1] young, un:
armored and defenceleas

world, outside Grest Britain, and the com-
poﬁﬁ:uof?:utl!rlhln abl“wcll. It h.;

very brave to say, & very m
thing to do. the mq’nnk to the farmers.
Pat in Mr. Laurier, geti free trade ag it is in

England, sweep the protection away, and}

every product the farmers raise has no pro-
teotion the ' competitiori of
the world. The beef  of Chioago and
the pork of the _great . West ocan
come into this country without let or hin-
daance, and establish depots in every looal.
ity, as in the Esstern states. Every agri
ocultural product can come into.this country,
find out your local markets, search out your
weak points, and the States, with its im.
mense surplus, oan drive you little by little
out of your home markets. -And what bene-
it will you get in return? (Applause).
b is in Eogland

met with a tax on your eggs, pork, bacon,
butter, coal, horses and eve; thing that you
propose to sell in the United States.
will open your country and your produots
bo the competition of a people alongside of
you, a people who lasb year exported in
agricultural products a surplus of $395,000, -
000 to Great Britain. You won’o get s
single advantage or opening in the markets
of England. That is

THE POSITION OF AGRICULTURE,

Let us ask what industrial life in this coun-
try has to gain. Every man who has had
to do with industrial life in this country for
the last fifteen or twenty years knows what
Imean when I speak of ever-increasin
sompetition in all the grades of fabrics that
our industries make and give to the people
for consumption. There never was a period
in the history of the world when values
have been so low and competition so keen,
when all the shifts and devioes of ingenuity
and mechaniem are put to the test to pro-
duce-goods in one country cheaper than an-
other, and they are always cheaper where
there is the largest capital, the most skill
and the most experience ; yeot against “all
this, with an advantage of a moderate pro-
tective tariff, what has been the industrial
progress in our country ? Io has been great,
as shown to_you by your. own  experience,
By ‘the census return, which gather up
the statistios and mass thom together, it has
been a period of noted advance; but you
bave struggled- for every position you have
gained, and you have had to fight in order
to maintain it, Yet to-day they ask you to
take every vestige of protection out of the
tariff, put' yourselves on the basis of free
trade as it is in England, and open your fac-
bories, industries and wage-earners to the
competition of every nation on  the face of
the earth. - And what do.you ges in return?
You don't get a single iota of advaat

put down | raise

You|f

T v
can pub them into. the consumers’ bands.
(Applause.) If your own . home msrket is
8aken from you, as it will be by Mr. Lan
rier’s policy, and you are ubliged to depend
for the most on what you will merchandise
of on a markeb three thousand miles away,
where the competition of the Uuited States

WILL MAKE YOUR PRICES LOWER,
how do you propose to get bebter prioes for
the products of '.hrml hen Sir
Richard says that trade would add $10
to the valus of every horse, $4 to the value

position the whole { anal

affsire of the  country as
they must be run unless on a taxation,
or “impost or revenue of $36,000,000 s
year. We have spent during the lash

- | ive or six years from $36,000,000 to $38,-

000,000 & year.- Give them: the margin,
and ask-them to take the figure of $36,000,-
000 ; they can take no less. How are they
going to raise it? ‘What oan they raise
taxation upon? They can raise & portion
on liquors and ' tobacoos ; but they - cannot
P $500,000 more u

888 money,
to smuggling. - You ocan get $10,000,000
rom them, and it is every cent you can get.
The earnings of this cotintry are $8,000,000.
Suppose that out of things not grown or
made in this country, foreign goods of lux-
ury, tea and coffee, ete., you-oan raise $4,-
000,000 more, and that is the outside, you
still have $14,000,000 more to raise. ow
are you going to raise it? Under the prin-
ciples of free trade, as in England, there is

NO WAY UNDER HEAVEN

to raise it except by a direct tax of mome
kind or another taken from the body of the
people ; and in direot taxation it invariably

g | happens that the poor man pays the largest

share. ' Bab this country is not ready tor
direot taxation. - Edward Blake thought it
out in 1887, and he did not think that it
would be soluble in his day.’ Neither do
the peo&)le of Canada believe that it is solu-
ble, and they do  not propose to have a
direct tax, and their industries swepb away
in competition with every other country-in
the. world, and no advantage in any market,
Mr. Laurier cannot put a tax on woollens.
If he taxes them 25 per cent, he favors one
clags. He ocannot lguh 20 per cent. on
cottons without aiding’ ‘‘the ' pampered
monopolist,” and he cannot put 10 centi.
on gugsr without aiding the monopolist. - He
cannot lay a ‘tax on anything produced or
made up here from raw material brought
from another country without aiding- the
motiopolist. So that it is impossible, if he
ia true to his word, that protection is & rob.
bery, for him to put a revenue tariff on it in
& protective ' way and geb imposte from ocot-
ton,-,.woolong, lllﬁlﬂ and the like, excepton

ane condition. * He can put 20 per cent. up-

on pottons coming into this country, and an

exaotly equivalent excise duty upon the man

who makes them, 8o that there will not'be a

; b ; bpt he raises just b, b
! W"!’k‘*h the world. ,(Applqn;f.; :‘:{) A be 2 g Lo

tak goods free 2
0| To Gm;u oai A:g“:.vwhgufplu o:’:u m

the cost of these articles to the oon-

 of the country.  He is cat off . on

face of -the

ot

be.. . Take eyery

o thér manufacturing  coun
h::zf the earth can come into
kets withont let or hindrance, an
with you, you having

NO ADVANTAGE OF TARIFF

for the disadvantages you have in other re-
spedts. ' ‘Mr. Paberson gets up with that
voioe -of :power, of which Montreal papers
made 80 much, who made the welkin ring,
snd says that a is justas a8
nationality; be he a man: oturer

or not. No one disputes 1t ; but I ask you
is it fair to take the position that free trade
and the elimination of protection from the
tariff - wonld an the country .in a better
position, when it would place Canada against
nl:l tbohmt;::ll o{ ;I::n earth 4 hl;n oc;nbelb
where she abeolutely 8 not: as far as
their Jrl& and markets are concerned, and
opens herself to the free intercourse of the
goods and wares of every other country in
the world ! These are points to be thought
out., . Take  your ocotton and woollen
goods.  ff-this party comes into ‘powor
and: this policy is: adopted,  the woollen
oods of . Belgium, . of . France, of Great
rivain and of the United States, the lat-
ter of which has now taken its duty off
woollens, and ‘consequently will" mannfac-
ture as cheaply as any other country, what
will happen to the woollen industries of this
country? A young ocountry like Canada is
under a disadvantage with old manufactur-
ing countries. ~You cannot get your capital
here as in Great Britain, nor your coal, nor
our machinery ; you have not the  strong
Komé markets thab the British mantfacturer
has as the basis of his work. Take Balgium,
Holland or Great Britain, and their markets
are in a stone’s throw of their n;lnufatot.oriel.
Do you propose to strip yourselves o every
m{n e ground and open ‘up’ the industrial
life of this country to competitioh from
every other manufacturing country .of the
world without a single bit of armor to de-

compete

fend you, while every other country of the |

world has triple buils armor against your
manufactarers and wares, with the excep-
tion of Great Britain 2 That is A0
SOMETHING TO BE THIUGHT OF ;
but it ‘is the conclusion to the outcome of
the adoption of the policy of Mr. Laurier
and his" party. Now, farmers, one more
thought to: you. :They say should get
better prices for your farm s, Will ib
give you better prices for your produots to
have no-single advantage in any market in
the world open to you, and with exports of
nearly $400,000,000 a year from the United
States right alongside yon." Does not every
farmer know he can only send a small pro-
portion of his stoff to Great Britain?: Does
not every farmer know. that a large propor-
tion of his products, and the most profitable
o him, are those he raisesiand makes mer-
ohandise. of right in his own ‘markets,
Montreal, Sherbrooke, Coaticook, and injthe
villages and towns all about you—pro-
ducts of a olass which you wonld not
send -to Great Britaln, but which’ you
must  sell, or it wonld be lm‘po--
sible to farm? If you 'take away from
the home markets a less high grade material
and expect the farmers to, thrive upon the
highly manufactured they. oan : make
and send to Great Britain, you will have
one farmer for five now, and there
Furtiug indusiey il thromch. 15
g : -
Yo get your farms to raise =
WO one - hung
‘you ha :

oither side, if he takes the position be is go-

to tak

think “i6. (L ving ono§
blundered into consistency, you would.
think he would be bright enough to “Stay
:lﬁ_m for a little while. Many of you know

at

AN OLD LOVE OF ME. LAURIER’S

is called by the first two Jetters of its name,
U.R., which translated means unrestricted’
reciprocity. .He has been courting thab
flame of his from 1888, I have an extract
from one of his liuohu,ndlbiltotbe
effect that when the Liberal

wer b will send oog::.lkdonarl to Wash.

gton to propose a mu ment
which there will be free tr:l‘em along t}:{
whole line, doing away with the restrictions
and removing the custom houses, which are
a cause of fristion between the two coun-
tries, The very moment he has formed his
cabinet he sends two of his men to Wash-

Angton snd says: *‘ Come - now, sit- down

with me and let ns make a reciprocity
treafy. We will let.everything of your pro-
duocta free into our country if you will - do
thesame.” ' What would “Uncle’ Sam Say?
He would say: *I am a reading and a
thinking man, I know exnublg the - policy
upon which you are elected, and that
gollcylafreo trade as 6 is in’ Eogland.
'hank you, 1 am perfectly satisfied. ring
in free trade, and lcan get what I wanu
without giving you anything.” (Applause.)
Is there any way out of it? He has either
ggahbo go before or afver he makes hixtariff.
B
Uncle Sam will simply point to the tariff
and say, * All my goods enter free now. I
am perfeotl; satisfied ; I don’t want any-
thing more.” Now, without wuriln you
further, what, in opposition to this, is the
licy of the Liberal Conservative party ?
%oho simple, plain, straightforward policy.
that has been in force since 1878, to estab-
lish and mafntain the industrial life and de-
veloprent of this country.
That policy is not: only for the induscrial
mlnnmtum, bat for the: agricultural man-
ufacturer as well, What is the use of ounr
fooling ourselves about names? What is

the use of you listening ‘to men trying to-
: 'PUT YOU UP.IN A CORNER. :

saying you are & certain olass of men, the |,

manufacturers another and the artisans
another, and saying there is endless warfare
between you. . There is not. The farmer is

man. He sows his seed, watches iv, cultiv-
ates it, reaps it, and by ‘feeding it to the
oattle converts iv into butter, cheese or beef,
whioh he sells for consumption. These are
his manufactured products from the raw
material and the resources of the soil. ‘What
more does the cotton ‘man do? He spins,
weaves and dyes his raw ocotbon, and it is
ready for the use of the world. He is not a
x%mutno:ﬁrer & whit more mthn the tﬁmer.

o are all manufacturers, we do no-
thing but distribute reund industries.  Oar

polioy is a patriotio one, and it patriotism._
has

been shown in its effects. The Liberal
policy is an unpatriotic one. ‘It would build
up the artisans of the United States and of
o&n protected countries, while our own
went withont weges. It
the producers of = other countries, even in

your home markets, while you stood by-

unable to sell what you raised, and ocon-

bushels of produce last year, where ten
?-n before soarcely a tithe of it was there.
very million dollors expended in canals has
rendered it possible for freight to be carried
muoch cheaper.  What does that mean.? It
qives the farmer a better chance in his
markets and in his approaches.
g0 both ways; and they go cheaper.
mile of rallway that is cubsidized
and opens up any part of this country does
two things: it brings resources that were
previously useless into the markets of the
country and makes it much cheaper to carry
the things.  We have made a great country.,
A coun ww ut:onty-ﬂn y“t;n. .ﬁ:, was
& worry, baur expense to the
we have made itnih.thhtholmm
link i the chain of growin _ jioh
in twenty-five years’ time make Greater
Brivain, ontside of the isles in the Atlantio
ocean, and whioch, bound together with: the
mother country by ohains continuall being
forged stronger and closer, will make 'the
Empire round and round the globe a country
for oivilization, for comnierce; for moral and
religious development, and for the peace and
progress of the world the most beneficent
power in the hands of God towards helping
forward the civilization of the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.” (Loud and con-
tinued applause, during which the hon. gen-
tleman resumed his seat. )

CAPITAL NOTES.
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8chool Question.

Hon. Mr. Montague to Visit the Coast
—Liberal Concessions to Roman
Catholies.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

Orrawa, Feb. 18 —Although no official
announcement of the dissolution of parlia-
ment will be made until next week, the
opinion strorgly prevails that a dissolution
Is bound to come. An extra tpurt will be
pub on the voters’ lists ab the printing
bureau. All hands are to be to work on
them to-morrow, and there is a possibility
they may be ready early in April.

As regards the hearing of the appeal in
the Mani:oba school case in well informed
circles the impression prevails-that the gov-
ernment will undoubtedly propose remedial
legislation in some shape or: other. The
judicial committee’s decision leaves no other
alternative, - The judgment iz specific on
this point. The legislation repealed by the
Greenway :act need nob be re-enacted, bup
the Catholics will secure some equivalent.

8ir Mackenzle Bowell and Hon. Mr. Fos-
ter had a long‘lnborview with the Governor-
General to-day, when it is supposed the
political situation was thoronghly disoussed.

Itis mpormvgo-nis!;t that Hon, Mr, Mon-
tague may visit the Coast before long.

Ab the Rassell county donvention bo-d:x
Hon. Mr, Ouimet stated that a letter h
been “shown to the hierarchy of Quebeo in
which they were assured that if the Liberals
were (returned to power Hon. Messrs.
Green: and Martin would consent to the
I of the ‘'separate’ sohools in

Lord Aberdeen and staff Jaft for Montreal
Sahi e oAl e T

b v

SEAL SLAUGHTER.

How the Herds Are Being Depleted
—Proposal to Exterminate

Theém.

Joint Commission Suggested to Con

sider the Question in Its Var-

ifous Bearlngs.

W asHINGTON, Feb, 18.—Mr, Wilson, of
West Virginia, the chairman of the house
committee on ways and means, reported .to
the bouse to-day the bill agreed upon at the
meeting of the committee on Saturday last,
authorizing the President to negotiate with
Great Britain, Russia and Japan for the
appointment of a joint commission to investi-
gate the present condition of the fur seals
in Bebring Sea, and farther authorizing the
President to conclude & modus vivendi with
the foregoing governments for vhe preserva-

tion of the animals,

The. bill was drawn: at

the tressury department, and as reported
onrrlenw

to-day & oclause
ip " effect that if the

which provides
modus vivendi

referred to above be not concluded: and the
{egnhﬁonl under it are not effectual in the
Jjudgm

every
Pribyloff islands,

* The report accompanyin,
written by Mr. Wilson,

ent of the President for preserving
L o the Treasury llnutho to
fur seal, maluer’nd female, on the

the bill was
t reviews the

circumstances which led to the appointment

of the Paris tribunal of

arbitration, and

shows that the regulations adopted by the
tribunal forbade sealing on the American
side of the North Pacific oocean and

Behring * Sea during the
May, June and uly,

and

months

of

further

probibited the taking of seals at any
time within a zone of fifty miles around the
Pribyloff islands. [t shows that under the
new regulations, during the season just
passed, there are known to-have been killed
on the American side of the North Pacific

ocean in

Behring sea 55,686 seals,
number than were ever - before

a larger
taken by

pelagic sealers from the American side. In-
cofporated in the report ars tables giving the

total pelagio catch of seals in

the

Pacific ocean and Behring sea from the
American to the Asiatic shores for the
years 1890 to 1894 inclusive,. In 1890 the
catch was 51.814, it increased to 69,788 in
1891, to 73,394 in 1892, to 109,000 in 1893,
and to 124,000 in the last season.

Of the oatoh for the foregoing five years
it is known that the following were taken
from the so-called American herd.: In 1890,

40,809 ; in 1891, 45,941 ; in 18

in 1893, 28,613, and in 1894, 55.686.

92, 471462 H
Turn-

ing to the seals killed in the jPribyloff is-
lands under the lease of the U. 8. govern.
ment to the North American Commercial-
Company, dated March 12, 1890, the re-

port oonblnn:;_ :
crease year
have been:

* We find an alarm
ear in the number whic

de,

The report. then shows that from the
years 1886 to 1889, inclasive, the catch
averaged about 103,000 seals yearly, iv
dropped to 25,701 in 1890 and to 14,406 in
1891, which is about 600 less than the'catoh ,

“ We. thus witnees,”
increage in

S

for. ‘the last. oar;
T SRR

/:;i‘oxnon.lzl’i.ﬂ{:i:ho Houge of Com- o ched 1
mons this-evening rejested by a vote of 297 | more

to 283 Rt. Hon.  Joseph Chamberlain’s

amendment; declaring it to be agalrist the
public interest that the time of the House
be wasted upon bills which the ministry ad-
mitted would not pass ; when measures in-
volving' grave constitutional ohmm which
shoild be censidered without ¥, bhad
Sir William Harcourt, chancellor of -the
exchequer; ' who = looked  after . the
government’s interest- " in  the . debate
preceding  the »  division on Mr,
Chamberlain’s - motion, referred - to . the
Conservative demand, Iasb voiced by Lord
ty on Saturday, that  the govern-
ment ‘appeal to- the country on the Home
Raule iseue alone.  There never had been, he.
declared, and there never would be a general
election with a single issue. The ,minhhr{
regard themselves as absolntely bound until
condemned by the House - of Commons, to
si'oaocnu the policy which they had : been
elegated to carry out. Arthur Balfour,
the Unionist leader, replied. After the divl-
sion Sir William moved the closure 'of the
debate on the sddress. The motion was
carried by a-vote of 279 to 271, and the ad-
dress was agreed to.

PRISONERS AT WEI HAI WEL

Loxpox, Feb. 18.—The Central News
correspondent in Chefoo says : * The for-
signers who were ' taken prisoners in Wei-
Hai-Wei, with the exception of Howe, have
arrived here. The steamship Kangehi
brought the  hodies the Chinese

naval officers who committed suicide. The
Japanese saluted the
solemn_and ‘reverent favewell to Admiral

soldiers from Wei Hai
o Sbe Times oorces

hinese did not reply to the:
nﬁhmdﬁhﬂam the oity.” =
"“Times correspondent: in 0l
says the warship Mercury has gone to For-
mosainconsequenceof the biack-flagoutrages.

LAURIER AT MONTREAL,

MoNTREAL, Deo.’ 18, — Hon: Wilived
Laurier addressed an audience of 10,000
persons ab Sohmer park to-night; Regard-
ing. the Manitoba school - question Mr.
Laurier said the government was afraid of
it, and their only seemed t0 be one of

proorastination. .- L #said his atti-
tude on this question was that if the Mani-

been represented, it was:an o
Catholic ' minority, and ‘

power

” (s '{’d“
Mlio;!:;'nnohg.

schools ‘were ' Protestant, as had|-
on the |

Moo | jng:  Hon, J. ‘D, Os

erd of seals

conoludes with the su,

that the plain dictates of mercy an
itarianiem p ’

that' ‘this unconscion-

able slaughter of females,

or left to die of starvation, be forever

sional ad-

hibited, if not by amiocable_interna

-justment then by a ‘meroiful dy exter-
énh-ﬂon. x / et
The plan which  the' committes a;

upon was recom

who visited the
year and , looked into, . th
ests there, and by-Chairman

tary Hamiing of 1hé frecscry ass oo
am, 0! ar epar
i By, G o
Totie:
Each

waters
seal

government that decides” to . become a

party
to desigoate three comm
arrange thabt the com:
work without delay.

Kangohi, bidding a

m tice of the bardm 1 the.
just as much a manufacturer as the woollen ::o oty Doy 5y |

to the agreement will

THE SCHOOL CASE.

 Wonntena, Feb. 18.—(Speofal) ~The fol-

seoretary : The Privy counoil
26 resume the he: M‘hh

| lowing telegram was recelved at the

will on

-80h,.




