7 -election. al
not to be a trump card, it will, most likely,

A SETBAC‘K.

. The silver men of the United Bh’
be aadly dmppoinead at the nwl

large majority, and they ¢
upon its passage thronah the
majority in that body would ‘n
but they had no fears of its bei
It turns out that they ' could:not muster
«enough votes in the House of Representa-
tives, where they were certain ‘of 'carrying
all before thew, to have their bill laid upos
the table,
shelved for the session, for there are indica-
tions that quite a number of members who
favored fréesilver a little while ago, are too
well'pleased to witness its temporary defeat
to endourage the party leaders ‘to bring it |
up again,

It has, of late, been very evndent that
the Democrats made a mistake ‘when they
placed the free coinage plank in their plat.
form. Sagacious observers saw ‘that ‘the
great majority of the people'are in fuvor of
‘honest money. ' They saw that the artificial
inflation of silver by the Government would
throw business into confusion, 'and not

make times better or money more plentiful. |-

The Republicans, by 'their opposition ' to
free  silver coinage,
themselves in the country, and, therefore, |
putting themselves in a good ' position  to
carry on the preeidential campaign, The
chances of that campaign are now always
before the eyes of American polmemns, and
:almost-everything they do, or refrain  from
domg, has ‘reference to the presidential
As free coinage has been' found

be discarded by the Democrnh, mf.h a.l!
mnvemenb speed.

WILL JUSTICE BE DONE?

' We are glad to see that measures are to
‘be taken to indemnify the sealers of this

‘jprovince for the damage they ‘have sus:|

‘tained bn acconnt wof  the sudden action
taken by the governments of Great' Britain
and the United States, last y

sealing vessels ont of Behring Sea.’ The.

sealers had been permitted. to"ie out t.h

They did not receive a single word of wxm’
ing. Tt was-only when' they umved :
Béhring Sea, and were overhaled by
"British or American cruisers, that some

The probab;hty is that it is}

were strengthening :

anﬁo ooeun isa ma&t&r of i i
small xmporl:o.nca, bnt wbethb

(}i\inee imm&grsﬁon,
A,motimntfroml!e

way of na.tmnq. and the United

fore it pnrchssed Alaska, was the

nation in the world to assert theright of
ships of all - ‘nations—of = the = ‘weal
‘as well . as the . strong—to - trave
every part ~of ‘the /ocean . without

1ot or hindrance. But  since it has pur-| W

ehuedsnintetutmthe fur seal rookeri

‘on'the high seas has effervesced, | as a8

and it’has beaomo as qulennt and as ready

nal of any value in the North
will gontinue to be asserted
fur seal,

The United States has as gmt G tn

Jong
‘abont which’ suchan udaitnow Uil
| made, has disappeared from tho M@oi the |
: ’earth. ;

The American

terest as. any othér mation in denying|i 1g

-them were told that an sgreemnnﬁ had been |

-entered into by the two governments, and
#that they must return home. ' Every

«can see that such & way of treating men,
engaged in a legitimate, industry, was un-|:

- fair. * It'would have been hard enoungh: to

keep them cut of the sea for the season;. ;

after due warning had . been ngen them,
_but t0 meet them on the high seas and turn|

sthem back, after they had engaged

amen, and fitted ont ﬂmr vessels at. greau

that the men who weére mlde‘ﬁo 'suffer iola :
by the action of the Govemment ‘presen-|

titled to com
Tt must be umembmd that mxdbé to
the British eontentixm hunﬁng the 'seal in

3 vtmnﬂobiuhhltammanﬁottoﬁm his
" | caloulations. < His conclusions are not at all}

TBehrmgSea,morethmthrea ‘miles from selg

United States territory, is a perfoctly legi-|
timate occupation. . The seahavnmmingon

the high seas are fere mature. and are the

pmperty of those who can either cateh 'or}|

&ill them.
emment holds, and British mb]eaw, there-
“fore; when they hunt seals on the lngh seas,
:are entitled to tHe protection of that Gov-
ernment; It is on this understanding that

British Columbians have, for years, fitted |

out vessels to hunt seals in ‘Behring Sea.
When Great Britain agreed to the modus
vivends, without giving British ‘Columbien
sealers notice, it took them at” a disadvan-
#nge, and caused them to saffer lon.}through
no fault of their own.. We are glad to see
that there are/indications that Lord Salis-
bury’s Government takes this view  of

¢ mattet, and we may be sure that the Con
missioner who is on his way here j.o in ..lﬂk
.gate the claims, will deal with the men |
terested in the sealing industry ‘iurly and
intelligently.

——eeee

NOT LOGIOAL,

The Omgonm, usually . moderate and

This is what the British Gov- {1y

y ,and om, wit,h grea.t pro-
But|

the Ameuonm kspt up their claim to fish
within & marine’ lelgu of the shore of the
British. colbnm bordering the Gulf ‘of St.
with as mueh con-

fidence as they now exclusive juris-
is mnny times largerand greatly more open
than' t,ha ‘Gulf of St. Lawrence. The incon-
sistency of the claims on'the two  sides _of

fthe continent, must strike ‘any one who

tudies: them, ' as -grossly and  even
'b!'u.ldly _inconsitent. - If “the .Ameri-
§ ] all oondltent, they | 4o
wOuld not even go 8o iur a8 to mh:tm their
| claim to jurisdiction over the waters of the
Northern Pacific to: nrbnmtmn, ‘but would
frankly” and ‘honestly admit that such a
ch.im is nnteubln, and in  the interest of
the Upited Sﬁutec ihali ought not to ba in-
sisted upon. .

| to any  power the ;ovcreituty of the 0o

ingly.

geats donbtful.

lators and prophets.

Do yor -
visit the American Legationrn
o you think the American M
xpect much of | a welcome stthochman -
ation?  You may draw your own infer-
ence.  Agsin, suppose that one of the{
ashington banks should Bay to another |,
| *we won’t have nni:l:g’ ‘more to do with
| you; we will not handls Tof
| 8ay that next week 'that same ban : dlng
‘the other for *a loan’of $100,000 or 80, | 5
do you thivk it would be accommodated
peoph ‘are talking:
‘f'deal about -reciprocity. just 'now. in
onld rememlm: that rulpmcity worka %0 | o

‘your psrr v

'J.‘hil prett;y “well for . a Chinaman. ‘e
me this IHl but. reuonabte to conolndo the

beexooedinglyhﬁemhng to all who
‘tognmsknowlodge of thn polxﬂml con- |

ed )

favorable: to the party y which the Times
| supports,  He _mlESl no a.tbpmpt to buoy

hopes. Bo doel not allow tqu %o live in &
fool’s paradise’ until after the election; but
does his best to- opnvinqe ‘them 'that if they
| are to win when the appesl is made to the
people they must work ‘haed and persever-
This is his forecast: The general
election will result in the return of 254
Conservatives and 42 Liberal Umonim;
that: is he. q‘pectu that 296 supporters of
| the Government are sure to be returned.
On the Oppolitiun side he caloulates that
200 Gladstonee will be returned and 82 Irish
home ‘rulers. This will give the. Opposition
282 supporters. Tbere are, he oonqdm 92

‘This calculation is not very nﬁ-fmtory o
either party, and amounts to -an 'admission |
that the commissioner himself ‘has no idea
wh;t willraa.llybo the result of the elec:
tions, The ninaty-m annbtfhl seats are
an element of ‘uncertainty which must ‘be:
‘wilder and dishearten all but the most con-
fident and conrageous of the pn“litlml calcu-

wisd
' ﬁbnaz:liupihl are. req|

7
pgnént_of the deep sea ﬁshmes of ‘thel
; the " following sxtmct from the:

speech of Col. Engledue; who has evxglent-ly

evoted ‘much attention to_that subject,
will be welcoms to. our readers. In the

| course of ‘his rem&rln, the gallant Coh:nel
uid .

v A The 'devalopment of the Deep Sea 'thv

de. u‘wanBntinhColumbiu isof "80" vast an’

tance to tl)&t rovince that I must ask.

the nétuul re-ouwgl popn.!;n

uired. -
by the Govemment.. aided: by

xcheqwa .
egotiations

Iabor. - When it s
_they do ‘not excel,
rd, both in

he § an
d ‘the West Gouf-\equsl in
1o that of the Enbm
ere 70, 000 fishermen ' now profitable
‘one who is wquamted with the deep-
ﬁahary of the provinae, a.nd who has

is m«drm It wnuld indeed, be dxﬂiculs
beimagmaan rer field for men engaged in
'a great fishery! enwrprisa than that which
exists around the coasts and islands of this

‘unworked: - We believe | that as the deep-
sen fisheries of the coast become developed,
sources of wealth whose existence is not now
dreamed of, will: be discovered, - The ox-
ploragion is nearly all to be done, and who
can tell what the explorers may find? The
enterprise to which Col. Engledue alluded
isa most promising one, and we believe that
when once a beginning is made it will be
carried on skilfully and energetically. \It
is, we lcm, in good  hands, and if the en-
couragement asked for is extended to the
Commercial Company by the provines, as
much miomey as may be required will be
fotthoommg

— e
“THE DIGNITY OF THE PRESS.”

Th&l‘oehmbim ve see, declates its de-
termination to *‘ maintain the ' dignity and
rights of the Preu to the bit.ter end.” This
is a very commendable resolution.  The
(hgnity and rights of the Press -should -be
precious in the sight of every true journal-
ist. But, then, it is well to understand what

ote the |

of fish on the,

province. . It is, too, & field which is as yet | |

of the ansh Bi'.’ﬂs Commitwe

i ' 'has . mot ' shown ° that
théy have done anythingSthat is in the
slightest degree blameworthy. It suspects
| them of being unfaithfal and corrupt, and

es on t0 denounce them ag if its suspicions
‘were proofl.

‘Journalism such as this does not deserve
to be defended. It deserves indeed, and
that frem journalists, the severest condem-
{nation. Ita tendency is to lower the tone
of journalism and to, brmg journalists into
disrepute. ‘When the public finds thit a
newspaper abuses. and ridicules every man

“thie | WHO does not belong to the party whose
for .cause it advocates, and covers with lavish

commendation all who are on its gide, they

| soon come to deepin both'its praise and its

 without paying ‘the uhghtest a.twmon to
 what he has said. - Nothing gives him more

; satisfaction than to know that he has an-
noyed : the res'péctable nian’ whom he has | -

- msulted. - In the sams way the newspapers
of the Eatanswill class can be made -per-
fectly harniless by treating them with con:
temptuous silence.  Noticing ‘them and

attaching  importance to  their ' violently!

| abusive utterances makes them conceited

.| and inoreases their virulence. It is easy to
see that the Columbian is prpud of being

prolecmq'l, and is already givingitself the
airs of a patriot and a martyr. But we can
assure it that it has done nothing to be
proud of and that the course it is pursuing

o2 | is far more likely to degrade the Press than

to maintain ite dignity and its rights.
A LUCID REPORT.
The Report of Mr. Justice Crease, acting
as Royal Commissioner to enquire into the

ﬁd: ‘conduct of Mr. Isaac Hoyt Hallett: as Sti-

‘pendiary Magistrate for tie county of
Westminater, is a remarkably clear and vig-
, | orously worded ‘document. The chuy
against Mr. Hallett are succinctly stated.
They were for- receiving fees to which he
was not entxtlaa by la.w, in two cases. ~The
Iaw; as oited i in‘the report ‘shows that Mr.
allett, when he acted as Stipendiary Mag-
istrate, had no‘ng'ht to charge any  higher
fées than those set down in the schedule,
and hemahobonnd ‘hix oath of  office
to ““take nothing for his officeof Stipendiary | son
Magistrate to be done, but of the Queen &nd:
fees accustomed, and costs limited by sta-
tute.” “These fees, (save those otherwise
applied by statute), the ' law directs to be

{ paid monthly into the pnb!io treasury. The

circumstances of tho office. in Westminster
were such that the Sﬁpandury Magistrate
really conld geb notlﬂng or next to nothing,
for his services. He had no stipend, and
was not allowed. to  take fees. This Mr.
Hallett knew, or ought to have known.
Yet he, nevertheless, took fees in the two
cages named.  One amounted to forty-eight
dollars, and the other to twelve.

The care against. him was clear. There
‘conld be' no doubt that = he took
fees’ to which he' ‘was not legally
entitled. « Mr.  Hallett’s own ' evidence
proved that-this was the case. Respecting|’

Mr. Eallett’a mtimony, the Royal Comuis-

sioner says ;.

"Panonslly, it m impulibh not to
tribute to the complete fravkness and n“:::y
plicity, not only of the magte: of the
manner in wbxch he delivered. his evidence.
There was not the nlightegt effort at equivo-
oation or ‘concealment; “#nd, although his
testimony must ha muuie it m.mpaun
evident to all who Heard him, that he was

ndes
uwﬁw

A 3873
: ,707
4,98

Mr,
(teorge Johnson | mto think that his
ﬁgnm for ' British Co'lnmhu. are, notwith-
| standing all doubts, Mrly acourate, He'is
evidently of opimon that an increase of 98
per  cent., since 1881, ought to satisfy all
reasonuble British Columbians, . His reasons
for concluding th&ta the figures of the cexlsus
are correct; are:: That the number of
families has increased by exactly the same

‘percentage as’ the number of inhabitants;

that the number;of habitations occupied has
increased by 103 per gent., against an in-
crease of 98 per cent. in the number of
families; and that although' there hus been
& general increase theré has been a decrease
in the Cariboo District. There isa strip
of territory ' between the 54th and 60th
parallels, and the 120¢h and 124!;!_1 meridians
the population of which has not yet been re-
ceived by the Census Branch. This defici-
ency would chiefly affect the Indian popu-
lation.” The official figures are regarded
'{ with a considerable amouant of scepticism
in all parts. of the proyince. ‘The Chief
Statumcum will find it impossible to ‘make
the cltizens of ‘Victoria, particnlarly, believe
that their city has had justice done it by
the Census. They know that there are a
great many more than seventeen thousand
people within the cxty s limits. We see by
the Bulletin that the difficulties in taking
the census of this province have been very
great. 2 ;

INFORMATION WANTED.

Our respected oorresponilent, ¢ QOntario,”
asks us the following questions:
- ¢“Is there a license fee charged for any
loan company opening a branch in Victoria ?
If go, how much? . mor es taxed ?
If ®o, are they taxed in the municipality
in’ which the property . is situated ? If
80 stuated in thonu. I suppose the
average rate  would  be = abont. two
per cent. Is there any law to prevent
the mortgngot stipulating in the mortgage
that he will pay not only the taxes on the
property mortgaged, but the taxes on the
mortgage a8 w

Practically the answer to the first ques-
tion is; No. . So far, loan companies in Vig-
toria have not paid any license fee; The
municipality, however, has power ** to issue

* | licenses for the purposes following, and to

levy and collect, by means of such licenses,
the amounts following: From everyexpress
company, gas company, telephone company,
electric light company, street railway or
tramway company, . investment and loan
societies, fur dealers or fur traders, & sum
not exceeding  fifty dollars for every ®ix
months.”

Mortgages are taxed by the Provineial Gov-
ernment and not by the municipality. They
are taxed as personal property nnder sec-
tion 2, sub-section 4, of the Assessment Act,
1888, which says:

The terms “Personal estate” and * per-

roperty, include nll income, goods,
chnt , shares in incorporated companies,
mortgages, dividends from stocks, money,
notes, Government or Municipal bonds or
securities, accounts, and debts at their
actual value, and all other property, exceph
land and real ‘estate, and real property as

expressly exempted.

There is no law  which specifically states
that the morﬁgage .may not  contain a pro-
vision binding the mortgagor to phy thetax
on the ‘mortgage, but had sach a provision
been ingerted, it Jwould not, we are advised,
be binding. Every man is responsible for his
own  taxes,and while he may make an
agreement with another man to bear his
taxes, such an agreement does mnot ab-
golve’ him from liability, and is not
recoguized by the collcctors.

, Itis, of course, in the interest. of the
authorities 1o place as few obstacles as possi-

into the province. The incidence of tax-
ation must be made as fair as possible; and
‘the legislator should be sure that the burden
of the tax he imposes shall fall’ on the per-

Son he intends’ shall bear it. It sometimes

y ‘happens that the legislator makes curious

above defined, and except. +property herein |

Ble in the way of the introduction of capital

dis- mld. while the prepmﬂonl were going

on, have been effective. It would have
‘prevented cautiony men from running any
unusal risk. They sll would then know
what they were to expeoty and there would

1 be some justics in telling them if they went

this year to hunt seals in. Behring Sea, they
would do so af'their own risk, But, to delay
that warning ‘nntil the preparations had

« | been completed, and the ships had been

weeks at sea, Sevius to us to be both sense-
leas and unjust,

‘We would like to know what Lord Knuts.
ford means by requesting Lord Stanley to
warn owners of sealing vessels, who har.
cleared this year for Behring Sea, of what is
being done in Washington, and what s
likely to be done.’ He surely cannot expect
those owners to send eruisers to that Sea to
bunt up the vesséls and to recall them, It
is evident that the notice ‘given, yesterday.
cannot apply to them. It can only aplfi}:
to all sealers ‘‘proposing to seal in the
said waters” on the 28th of March, the day
the warning 'was published in Vi
toria. ' It ‘is  evident 'that all mxl(rs
which cleared from Victoria prev

that date, are entitled to the prote

of the British Government on the high se,
or' to compensation, if that protection
through no faualt or neglect of theirs, is with.
drawn.  This is the position in which the
greater number of the vessels of the sealing
fleet were when the Colonial Minister's
warning reached Victoria. They cleared
when they had every reason to believe that
they would be protected by the nation un-
der whose flag they sail, and it is not to be
supposed that they will te capriciously or
unjustly deprived of that protection.

We see that in the negotiations that have
been going on between the two Govern-
ments, the interests of British subjects in
this province have not been forgotten. If
the United States Senate sanctions the Ar-
bitration Treaty, regulations restricting the
catch of seals'are to go into effect immedi-
ately. What those regulations are, no one
except the negotiators and the members of
the Senate knows, but we see that Lord
Salisbury, in his letter of the 26th, says:

* We think that the prohibition of sealing,
if it stands alone, will be anjust to British
sealors, if  the decision of the arbitrators
shonld be adverse to the United States.

We are, however, willing. when the treaty
has been ratified Lo agree to an arrangement
gimilar to that of last year, if the United
States will consent that the arbitrators
should, in the event of their decision being
adverse to. the  United States, assess the
damage which  the prohibition of gealing
shall have inflicted cn rintlsh sealers during
the pendency of the arbitration, and in the
event of a decision adverse to Great Britain,
should assess the damages which the limita-

tion of slanghter shall, during the pendency
of the nrblt.ratlon, have inflicted on the
United States or its lessees.”

" This seems fair as far as the two Govern-
ments are concerned. ' But it is not te be
expected that the British Government will
permit British sealers who depended upon
it for protection to be great - losers ‘ even if
the award is adverse to Great Britain.

Again in reply to objections made by
President Harrison, Lord Salisbury  in
another pote says :—

STam readv to conisent to a referencé on
this point on the following terms : Thatdn
case the arbitrators shall decide in favor of
the British Government, that Government
may ask them further to decide whether the
United States Government has  since 1885
taken any action in Behring Sea inflicting
wrongiul loss on British subjects, and if so
to assess the damages incurred  thereby ;
and that in case the arbitrators decide in
favor of the Government of the United
States or their lessees, they assess the dam-
ages incurred thereby.”

Here again we gee Lord Salisbury making
provision for compensation to British sub-
jects who have sustained losses through the
assertion of the United States of her claim
to exclusive jurisdiction over the waters of
Behring Sea.  The Auierjean  Government
is, of eourse, free to accept or reject these
| proposals, but it is not likely that they will
be rejected. The proposal to compensate
those who have suffered loss through the
action of the two high eontracting powers is
80 reasonable that we cannot see how it can
be lost sight of.

The probability, then, is that’if the award
is in favor: of Great Britain the Victoria
sealers will be indemnified by the United
States. If it is against Great Britain we do
nob think that its ‘Government will ignore
the claims .of those who suffered loss last
yoar through the establishment of the modus
wvivendi or who will suffer loss this year for
want of timely notification of the course it

~ «children.
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7 AN AMERICA

“Gives His Opinion ¢
tine B

The Port Towns
Jast contains the

. *Columbia embargo

“done solely with 't
eattle syndicate in
‘& representative of
“and Packing Co., ¥
terda. “That . §

mistakes in this matter, as for mtt&nce, he
may impose as he thinks a tax on the lender,
but he may find that when his law goes
(into operation, that all 'hehas done bas
kheen to add to the burdens of the borrower.

the rights of the Press are, and in what its’
dignity consists. If our contemporary thinks
that the Press has the right to a.tmk the
charaoter of every man with whom 7it dis-

agrmnrwhoom-m its path, or that of
: itafnmd:mdimpimu we differ from it
very, widely indeed. No newspaper has
the right causelessly to smirch the reputa-
hon or impugn the motives of any body. -of

- There were in the present Pulmment 8
faw months ago 304 Conservative and 65
Liberal Unionista: This makes the Govern:
 ment Party 369 strong. The Opposition was
. its representative, deolared to be | fomed of 215 Gladstonians and 86 Irish
untenable, is simply absurd. Tho‘lamnms ‘bome rilers, 301 fn all. This gives the Gov-
| know as well ag the - British do that they. ernment a mojority of 68, , It is not quite as
have no greater rights on the Pm* Const | v oh as that now; but the bye-elections
thian they are willing to allow ‘the British | g, v pet ‘made as much difference’ a8 many

intended topursue pending the ratification
of the Arbitration Treaty. Notice this
year, to be of any benefit to those whom it
conoerned, should have been given months
before it was sent to the Victoria Collector
of Customs.

ive out of the bu
ttchers in British
with the syndica
~demand for our ca

beef and hogs reg

peculiarly ill-adapted to fill & re mible
position which he never sought, and which |
was from the very first distasteful to him,
he is, nevertheless, not a man who could be
‘induced knowingly to gwe utneruma to an gent duty on the s

untruth.” : e e ———————— jees lower than
* My, Hallott's trothfaluess’ aod opennéss,| -~ TOO LATE. EDITORIAL COMMENTS, ate

in one sense, made the Roynl’ Commission- i
er's duty easy. He conld come to lmé onie

conclusion.

logical,.is calling out for mtalumon because :
Lord Salisbury will ‘not cohsent to continue 10 m tq assert s claim which, only & few
the modus vivends. Tt declares thab the | years Qgg, comparatively speaking, ' it,
United States gives Canada = commercial thysugh
privileges worth $20,000,000 a year, and
+ - mow f*to force us to' glvc more, she proceeds
to p(nnder our property in' Alaska.”’. In
the first place the United : States  does not

Tha talk about the United Stntea going

The Columbian is evidently ander the im-
pression that it is the Government which

* This quarant
* “affect sheep. W
no shéep in British

Tbommce given to the sealers by Colléc-
| tor Milne yestérday caused & good deal of

A

give Guamda one single dollar for which she
does not give a full equivalent. - American
shippers do' ‘not send ' their  goods by Can-
adian rulm&dl ‘to benefit Canada, but be-
chuse it ‘pays them to do so. They are
quite as much the ghiners by the traffic as
the nilwsy ‘Sompanies, . So, to speak of it
as a fayor extended ch.\mda is, if onr con-
temporary will ‘parden us: for speaking so
plainly, childish,

Then, Canadians do not plunder American

Mm Alaska,  The property of our| " gy

in Alaska is as safe as it is'in
New York or Maine or Oregon. Canadians,

. sa8 the Oregonian’ ve:ywell knows, are not

plunderers,  Any L
States citizens own in Al

stored in or. protec'@d ﬂm strongest

“ citadel ever made by

We find it wfm eo"be;;m that

on tha Atlantic Coast.  The Seattle Poct-
Intelligencer expressed the convictions of &
very large proportion of the Amenonn
public, when, on Thursday, it said: " -°
$“The treaty of arbitration before the Sen
ate involves really but two points;
have we any rigl t of exclusive nrildxo‘
tion over the waters of hﬂnk&s,
‘second, have wouynghb “‘of protection or

Disnda ot the United States f:%.h“"‘ See

when such seals are found oumde the ordx
C)nt'hltzehmmifl hm‘;”hu in udgmon
! ose our j 6
‘we are morally certain to be beaten.
‘international tribanal is likely to eonmde
our claim of exclusive .ownership of a part
‘of the North Pacific ocean; in area fwice as.
| large as the Carribean and luger than the

: Maditerrmm sea.”

Our  Seattle contemporary rpe-.kl of the

ber.tewtodu fere nature as absurd, Our

Seem 'to  suppose. '.l‘hucalcnhﬁon,

appeal to the people.

AN INTERESTING DISC’USSION

It can no langsrbc uid that | Briﬁsh Col-
lumbia is not known  sbroad. ‘Gentlemen
who have visited the province: sonnd : its
praises wherever they:go, and British Col
‘umbians themeelves are. evidently mnkmg
‘theory ‘that Americans have ‘a property |i
.right in the seals and that they should not |

by & competent “man, who ~had made
the matter a special study, does not glve
either party much to build on, "There will
'he no doubt, changes in public. .opinion. be-
fore the election, but af the present moment
d | it does not appear that the men of either
putyhnvamnohmmwbe at all confi-
dent as to what will be themuliofm

meet know what the Pacific Coast pravince | men i

| spectable men.; Decent men are not in the

| that the means they use to accompligh their |

] lueh u*ﬁoju.tify ‘the use’ of ' thsoo eplbhets.

men ;. and: it is not in accordance with
either right or dignity to use language ‘with
regard to a rival or an opponent that would
not be tolerated in an sssemblage of re-|

habit of saying to their neighbors that their
eonduot on & certain occasion was a ‘‘séandal |
and’an’ pntuge," and that it had at & stated
time reached * the acme of rottennau and
impudence.”

‘We do not think that a joursalist
has & right to characterize the ways
of opponents as - ‘‘dark and devions.”
land the!rmethodl as “crooked;” and to as-
sert ‘that they were ‘‘unscrupulons™ and

- |ends are ¢ ‘questionable,” unless he has'
provad clearly that their ‘conduct has been

ght, and it /is his duty, when |

‘well-meaning . persons, who busied 'them-
gelves in this affair in Mr. Hallett’s bebal!
the impropriety of jumping at oonclnﬁoga
and of passing ]udglmmt. on the conduct of
‘the authorities. before they were in. posses-
gion of the evidence on which their decision
was based.  There are cases—and this ap-
‘pears to have been one. yof  them—in which;
the-men in power have a_ very unplusnt
daty to perform, uml ‘it is improper, even
when ' the motive ‘is’ praiseworthy, to en-
 deavor to induce them 'to refrain. from per-
forming that' duty, or to make its perform-
ance doubly In.rd ndr pslnlnl.

BULMTIN NO é.

Censils '.Bulletin No. 5 zelales to the
population of the sub.districts of Manitoba,
the. Northwest Territories ‘and  British

Judge Crease’s lnoui teport must show the |

e!dumnt among those who are interested
in the mﬂng business. The notice took
them by surprise. It is ‘very difficult, in-
deed, to see why it was. sent so late
il «the season. Nearly the whole of the
sealing flest is at sea. The owners of the
veueh have  incurred the expenses of the
'W _The notice which they received
to—dly wﬂl not save one of them a smingle’
dollar,  They cannot recall their vessels if
they would, and even if it were possible to
send them word, the whole expense of ‘pre-!
punﬁon would be lost.

Tt wonld appear as if the British officials
were: ‘eompletely ignorant’ of what . is going
on in the world outside'of Downing Street.
If inquiries hud been made, it would have
been the. ‘casiest thing in the world to have
found ont that the sealers of British Colum-
bia, depending upon the protection that the
vessels of a British colony flying the British

has instituted proceedings against its pub-
lishers. The Government has nothing to do
with the matter. The offence which the
Columbian committed is against the Legisla-
tive Assembly, and it is that body, and not
the Government, which has summoned  the
Messrs. Kennedy to appear at its bar to an-
swer for the scandajous libel they have pub-
lished, and the contempt they bave shown.
The resolutlon 'containing the accusation
mwud by the Legislative Assembly,
\lld the summons, citing the publishers to
appear before its bar, was signed by the

Speaker. There is'a very wide distinction
‘between the action of the House of Assem-
bly and the action of the Government, but,
wide as it is; the Columbian doea not appear
to see it.

Somx space liar who sent a telégram from
Viectoria to the Fresno Weekly Republican,
says that no white men are engaged in the

sonly too glad to @
mutbon, diseased

However, discrim|
hogs. \Vhy Be
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tehers to ‘ come
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at all times.  SH
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i conﬁemporary looks at-the guestion from a
| commonsense point of 'view, and we ied
qutiuﬁad that the conclusions at which it has

arrived are those which - the Mmpnty

of WBomimonum ‘Qur readers saw |1
| extracts from the. exeouéntqu: whioh tha: [
has | Rev. Mr. Beanlands read before thie Royal | mi
Golonial Institute; on the 9th of Fahrmy

: m& how they have miscon-
elves, but he has’ no right, on

! gntxfy his spite, or to

intment, to speak’’ of

Bﬁtilh Colupbia. sealing vessels, but that
there are over 800 Chinamen and 540 In-
disns employed. The truth is that there

are 800 white men employed by the sealers
-and 525 Indians. The number of Chinamen

and Oregon, som
sand = California,
there, for there
" States ; they pa
* Seattle, Tacoma

Columbia. Th&pnpnhtionof@mboodi.mct flag have a right to expect, were fitting out.

% 1881 1t was 7,650, New ‘their vessels for the coming season. They |
their intentions.
the least inter-

the seals that lwiman he
. North Pacific Ocean,

made ' ‘mo secret of
that the high seas Bre |

homgﬂ%ﬂinhubitmts. This includes | Every one' who took

¢ | of the American people will come to. after

last. In thgt pa.per that gentlﬂmm dxd his.

ey have thought over the subject. |

such m u8 thq had Betrayed the trust

, unMr them and were \mﬂetoooonpy

Vascouver city. the population of which is

18,709.

est . in . their work - could see  what

on board the sealing vessels is 8o small as

Vancouver district is reckoned to| they ‘were doing. A word of . warning | t0 be not worth mentioning.
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