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A PREMIER’S RESPONSIBILITY

The Calgary Herald insists that Pre­
mier Sifton must be held responsible 
lor the shortcomings of his predeces­
sor, -He will not be permitted to get 
Lway from that responsibility. -, It is
not reasonable that he should be.”

The Herald has a -new idea of re­
sponsible government. The Ruther­
ford government wd* forced to resign, 
because of a bad railway deal, which 
the people would not tolerate.
present premier|

the wonderful world

AY, MAY 31, 1910
**.. • i'==

The
has tile confidence of

t™ members because he is opposed 
to the railway deal, which led to the 
downfall of his predecessors, yet ac­
cording to the Herald, he is to be held 
responsible for the things hg did not 
do. and for a policy which, it is sup­
posed. he is directly opposed to.

If Premier Sifton had been a mem­
ber of the wrecked government, then 
the contention of the Herald would 
be reasonable. At the last election Mr. 
Bennett declined to be held responsible 
for the action of his predecessors, 
though there had been no shifting about 
or resolution of any kind.

You might as well say that Mr. 
Borden must be held responsible for 
the irregularities of the Conservative 
government of. 1893 and later, that he 
must be held responsible for the Pacific 
scandal and the family compact .

That is not reasonable and it is not 
done. This is a new government and 
it must be held responsible for Its ac­
tions and not for the actions of the 
defunct government which preceded it

FINANCES OF THE PROVINCE

The Calggry Herald prints an alarm­
ist article about the condition of the 
finances of the province, and says that 
Alberta has a debt of something like 
Sd.ooo.ooo! It does not get behind its 
statement, but qualifies its by “it is 
said."

Unfortunately, that is about as near 
as any person can come to the real 
condition of affaire at the present' time. 
When the public accounts of the pro­
vince were placed upon the tafcfe of 
the house at the last day of the first 
part of the session, the Albertan re­
porter asked to see the statement. But 
ft* premier refused to allow any per­
son to go to the table, and the state­
ment was not printed, so the reporter 
was unable to get it. On the day 
following the reporter was informed 
that the statement had been locked 
away in a safe and that the man with 
the cdmbinatlon was away, and as far 
as we have been able to ascertain, has 
never come ( back. The Albertan 
remonstrated editorially at the time, 
but of course remonstrances did not 
go very far with the treasurer of that 
time in those days.

It is not so terribly alarming even 
if we have some debt. If the money 
was well expended and nothing ex­
trayant was done the mere fact that 
the province is in debt is nothing to 
be worried about, if the debt is hot 
excessive.

The province went into debt to the 
extent of $2,000,000 or so for telephones. 
That was a very wise investment, and 
the Herald will find some difficulty 
in making the people of the province 
believe that it was not a wise invest­
ment. The cost price was consider­
ably less than in Manitoba, and an 
aggressive campaign of expansion has 
been carried on ever since. It Is 
Possible that the Belt company would 
bave made more out of the telephone 
than the province, but it would have 
limited the service, and instead of hav­
ing the wire all over the province, we 

: W0uld have been tied down to the 
Principal points.

The province received a grant of 
I Mine $90,000 a year for public build­

ings, but the expenditure greatly ex 
j toeded that amount, the public build­

ings in Calgary alone costing 'almost 
that much, and yet the Herald made 

: its campaign at the last election that 
Calgary wksn’t getting anything.

The problem that was before the pro 
| rince was whether Alberta should build 

*be public buildings out of revenue or 
borrow money and make the next 
eeneration bear its share of the bur- 
den. If we built them out of cur­
rent revenue it would mean a long de- 
'ay and also curtailing the annual 
grants for roads, bridges, education 
and such like. The Albertan believes 
iitat the province acted wisely in bor- 
rowing money for the construction of 
these permanent works.

The Albertan believes that it will be 
f°und that the finances of the province 
are in very much of a muddle, but It 
1,065 not think that conditions will be 
found to be quite so'bad as the Her- 
al|i makes out. There have been no 
unnecessary expenditure and no waste 
Of money. The Herald complains that 

kjâ Public accounts committee

The world «rows more extraordin­
arily vivid and varied and Interesting 
•voit day. There never "was such- a 
PriMeftt and future. Mr. Edison tells 
us that electricity le as yet a mere 
puling infant, gnd that It is going to 
do hundreds and thousands of things 
as-it grows up that will require names 
we have at present no conception of. 
YPe turn to such a usual: 
catalogue es the Board of 
turns, and we find there to 
time the classification among the 
exports, Imports, and exports—‘aero­
planes, airships, balloons, and parts 
thereof.’ Thus thi commerce of fly­
ing machines marks with other' things 
the rapidity of economic changes. Once 
upon a time, not sp long in the past 
Jt took twenty or thirty years >t 
last for new inventions to win their 
way, and economists used to argue 
that changes in. employments were so 
gradual as to reduce to a minimum 
the hardships occasioned by the adop­
tion of new inventions. But new in­
ventions now come into use with a 
hey presto and it is done. For in­
stance, it has only taken a few brief 
years practically to destroy the Lon­
don horse-cab industry, for now' the 
taxi-cab reigns supreme. Such a change 
does not tell so much on the owner- of 
the vehicles, which have mostly haÿ 
time to wear out, but on the more ma­
ture and inelastic men employed as 
cab-drivers and cab-builders. In the 
same way the construction of the use 
of concrete been revolutionized ip as 
brief a space as has witnessed the 
apotheosis of" the horseless vehicle. 
Who shall say that the flying maçhiùe 
will not revolutionize transport and 
society almost as quickly and effect­
ually? All thfs goes to hammer home 
the need of the study of modern sci­
ence, of widespread technical educa­
tion, if a country is to keep in the 
van of progress. The new unit of so­
ciety, says one, must be well posted, 
in the . principles which ^.underlie the 
rapid changes which are taking place 
around him if he is to be an intelli­
gent and useful member of present- 
day society. *

As wonderful a revolution has been 
in progress in agriculture as in me­
chanics!—and science is again the fa­
ther. Only a few weeks ago. Sir Wil­
liam Crookes warped the world that 
its foodstuffs were in danger, and a 
famine was threatened, because of the 
scarcity of nitrogenous fertilizers. But 
since then we have found out how to 
supply all the nitrogenous fertilizer 
needed for a long time to come It »ot 
forever by means of a microbe. We 
used to know that clover fertilized 
land, but did not know how. In a less 
surprising way, the western world id 
rapidly enlarging Its sorces of food 
supply. Recently, Dr. Josiah Oldfield, 
apostle of vegetarian diet, and one of 
the leading figures in the Golden Age 
movement, has pleaded the cause of 
the humble nettle for spring dietary; 
and1 out own delightful dandelion., 
which Is freÿly used as a vegetable by 
our incoming population, finds spon­
sors in the scientific world, and is be­
ginning tq be sought after even in 
Great Britain. Young bracken and wild 
fern are likewise being turned to cul­
inary use; as are young shoots of 
hops, which have found an advocate 
in. the British Board of Agriculture. 
Hope in Britain and here have hither­
to been associated almost exclusively 
with beer and yeast, but on the Euro­
pean continent the hop-shoot is now 
looked upon as a delicacy and esteem­
ed quite as- much as asparagus. In 
Belgium hop-shoots can be obtained 
in the restaurants from the beginning 
of March, and figure on the bill of fare 

the earliest of spring veg^ables. 
Here thdh is a beneficent use for the 
hop. We all remember when the ba­
nana was more or less a curiosity, and 
now it appears daily on the humblest 
table, while the peanut is more and 
more taking the place it deserves in 
the dietary, London—and other cities' 
will follow—is • becoming every day 
more cosmopolitan in taste as regards 
articles of food. The yam, the sweet 
potato, the mango, the Cape plum, 
the naseberry, and other foreign vege­
tables and fruits, are becoming twite 
recognized articles of- diet in thé West 
End, and are gradually reaching, the 
poorer people. And so we might pro 
ceed with other specific examples to 
illustrate how the world is ever finding 
out new things, extending the use of 
the old, making the best of everything.

----------------o---------------  _
EDITORIAL NOTE* , • V.

II THE rants

the Calgary Herald believes that a po­
litical leader should be held responsi­
ble for all those of his predecessors, 
provided that he is a Liberal leader.

It is pretty certain now that A. Mc­
Lean and Judge Mitchell will be mem­
bers of the Sifton cabinet and that is 
pretty good| for a start. No person 
can find any fault with that selection.

Despite the knocking of one. South­
ern Alberta newspaper the Calgary 
University Is receiving encouraging 
support from the people, not only in 
Southern Alberta, but Northern Alberta 
as well.

The United States people honor the 
memory of' the brave and illustrious 
dead by having two baseball games 
during the day instead of one, and hav­
ing, a more than ordinary number of 
prize fights in ..the afternon.

If this flying business keeps improv­
ing and people get moving at the rate 
of 100 mileli an hour, business men 
living in the city may be able to get 
out, examine their Suburban property 
and return home again on the same 
day.. - . 'ïr

The commissioners have decided not 
to run beer ads. at the back of the 
street railway .tickets, and now some 
wise outside newspaper, probatilÿ the 
Edmonton Journal, will attribute this 
decision to a supposed hostility of this 
city to thé lighter intoxicating drinks 
and will suggest some distillery ad.

The last victory recorded for the 
peace movement was an additional 
$134,000,000 by the United States for 
more sea fighters.

By the length of time that Mr. Sifton 
Is taking to build the cabinet‘he seems 
to be determined to have it solid and 
Waterways proof.

It is a pleasant reflection that be­
fore Mr. Hailey' and his speedy comet 
left us we had already started upon 
the completion of a city hall.

Great dates in history. C. W. Cross 
and W.,R. Clarke at the corner of some 
side street in Edmonton after dark 
during the session of the legislature.

sever
fault

was
Isummoned. But that was not the 

of the government, but of the 
opposition. The government spends 

e tooney, n lg for the opposition to
°qu,rc '"to the expenditure.

ho great question that Is agitating 
Politicians of the north is whether 

• *"• Sifton, in selecting his minister of 
ericuiture, is going to see the member 

,or Olds first.

The only objection- that has really 
been urged against the suggestion that 
the province aid the Calgary University 
is that its name happens to be Cal­
gary.

The Calgary Baseball club has caught 
the infection and it, too, is roosting 
serenely, but rather firmly at the top 
rung of the Western Canada league 
race. >

Now that we ore not going to have 
a beer ad. on the back of our street 
railway car tickets, the temptations 
of a great city have been very consid­
erably removed.

Kitlg of Greece Wins Victory

8ERI0U6 BUSH FIRES
IN NORTH SASKATCHEWAN

Four Townships Belonging to MaeKen- 
zie and Mann Completely Destroyed

. Emperor Nicholas’ government an­
nounces that no recourse will be had 
|to the money markets, either at home 
or abroad.- in connection with the huge 
sum of $800,000,000 which is needed for 

! the reorganization of the army, and the 
. reconstruction of the navy. - 
!. The minister of finance. Kokowzeff,
( one of the ablest financiers in Europe,
| who enjoys in an altogether exception­
al degree the confidence -of the haute 
i finance in the various foreign capitals, 
i declares he will be able to provide: tor 
[this great expenditure without asking 
for am- loans, by means of a consider­
able increase in the tax 6n alcohol and 

! by the raising of the price of all that 
[portion thereof that is produced and 
i sold by the state under ' the letter’s 
! right of monopoly.' As drunkenness is 
l the besetting vice of Russians of every 
| class, and is particularly rampant am 
long the masses, this move On the part 

the government can only -be cora- 
jinended, since it Is calculated to dis­
courage intemperance and at the same 
j time to fill the treasury.
| Then, too, the minister of finance 
proposes to inaugurate for the first 
time in the dominions of the czar a 
tax on all incomes, no matter from 
what source, above a certain figure.

! People with small income» will " es­
cape altogether and the impost will 
fall only upon the relatively rich who 
are well able to pay.

I The Income tax, lfiofeoVer. affords an 
, additional means to the goveriiifient .of 
! exercising supervision over those sus­
pected either of ordinary crime . or of 
revolutionary intrigues. There already 
is a system of death or succession <ju- 
tles in Russia, which, affects hone put 
fortunes of a certain magnitude. This 

itax it is proposed to. make much 
heavier.

The project of the minister of- fin­
ance already has received the utianim- 
our approval of the cabinet, " of the 
council of the empire, and of the czar, 
and inasmuch as the duma, which has 
the matter now under consideration, 
already is committed to thé necessity 
of completing the reorganisation and 
rearming of the army, and to the ur­
gency of reconstructing the navy, no 
matter at what cost, the means devised 
by the minister of finance, which place

Mlstatim, May 30.—Communication 
has .been interrupted for the last two
days by bush fires destroying the tele- . ...
graph lines. A" heavy rain Saturday m'>* the expenditure in connection

Greece owes a deep debt of.gratitude 
to King George, for, while his ministers 
and the principal statesmen of his 
kingdom have been engaged in a long 
series of foolish spuabbles, which have 
accomplished nothing beyond discredit­
ing the nation to-a still greater degree 
abroad even than formerly, he has 
been successfully using his personal 
Influence with the foreign powers to 
secure through them from the sublime 
porte its consent .to the construction of 
the very brief connecting link between 
the northernmost points of the Hellenic 
railroad system, at Larissa; and. the 
point of the Ottoman railroad system 
nearest the Greek frontier.

For several years Greece . has been 
vainly endeavoring to secure this con­
cession on the part of Turkey. But it 
was in vain, for Sultan Abdul Hamid 
held that as long as Greece was cut off 
from railroad communication with the 
remainder of Europe, her growth and 
development would be impeded and her 
prosperity impaired. He did not con­
sider it of advantage to the porte that 
Greece should be strong and , rich.

When Abdul Hamid was overthrown, 
negotiations were again started by 
Athens with the new Turkish govern­
ment in the expectation that the latter 
would prove more amenable. But just 
at that time the Military League in 
Greece acquired the upper hand, and 
there was so much talk in connection- 
therewith of a war with Turkey for the 
final, emancipation of Crete, that, of 
course, matters did not progress. At 
length, when things quieted down, King 
George took hold of the subject him­
self, and instead of dealing with the 
sublime porte through any Greek 
statesman or diplomat, he caused the 
^question to be reopened at Constanti­
nople through the ambassadors of . his 
brother-in-law, the late King Edward, 
and of his nephew, Czar Nicholas of 
Russia.

almost completely extinguished -'the 
fires, and all. danger of a further .out­
break is practically over. The entire 
four townships of timber limits oper­
ated by MacKenzie and Mann have 
been completely fire swept, and i also 
the country for miles north and south 
along both sides <^f the Canadian 
Northern railway, from near Tisdale, 
Sask., to Màfeking; Man.

The Great Vest Lumber company of 
Grèetibush were'also. heavy Inhere, hav­
ing over seventy-five thousand * logs 
burned on the banks of the river. It is 
understood that the Cowan Construc­
tion company will immediately rebuild 
thessawmill and the camps, and pre­
pare for extensive operations’next win­
ter to clear the limits, as the timber 
will not be of much use if left stand­
ing long after being killed by fife.
' Considerable indignation is being ex­
pressed -here at reports from Dauphin 
that men refused to work at the fire, 
This is entirely an error and most un­
fair to those who fought the. approach­
ing flames almost to the limit of 
human endurance, many getting se­
verely burned and others being driven 
into the river by the heat and smoke.

---------—■ »- O ------- --------L—

Stettler Man Kicked-to Death

Stettler, Alta., May 30.—Yesterday 
Leo Hacfile, a well known farmer", who 
lives JO miles.east of Castor, left for 
Castor with his team. When .fourteen 
miles from homer the bridle slipped 
off one of the Morses’ heads. Hackle 
got out to - adjust it, and was kicked 
in the stomach. He made his WBy to 
the nearest house and expired shortly 
after arriving there.

-Reform stands first to-day 
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Fit-Reform garments are now 
—as always—the very first in 
Canada in quality and value.

We are showing 49 
thé latest styles in 
Fit-Reform Suits 
—in a host of new 
and exclusive 
effects. $ 18î2$3 5.

%rm
THE GARDEN CLOTHING CO.

' > Caljiry. Ak>-

wlth the program upon the shoulders 
of the rich and of the drunkards,, are 
certain to receive legislative approval.

Moreover, every patriotic Russian 
feels a certain amount of pride in' the 
idea that despite all foreign prognos­
tications of Muscovite national-bank­
ruptcy a year or so ago, » the Russian 
government is able to embark on ,this 
big expenditure without recourbe to 
loans at home or abroad. ?

The .reconstruction of the navy pro­
vides for the Immediate building of six 
new battleships of the Dreadnought 
type, six large and fast heavily ar­
mored and heavily gunned cruisers, in 
addition to smaller cruisers, destroy­
ers, ■ and submarines.

REFLECTIONS OF A BACHELOR

(From the New York Press).
Much swearing off means much more 

swearing on.
A woman's faith can long outlast the 

reason for it.
The poetry of courtship gets very 

early knocked into the • prose of' mar­
riage.

If a girl made up her mind to, she 
could fall in love with a man .that was 
not even born yet. "

POINTEjO PARAGRAPHS

(From the Chicago News)
Occasionally, a man gets so discour­

aged that he feels 'like writing poetry.
After a girl has been in love three or 

four times she ceases to regard it as 
a serious matter.

When you see a girl with a bathing 
suit on It’s a sign that she thinks she 
has a good figure.

KIN 11 BURGH i Cl.
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(Below Queen’s Hotel.) 
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Repair Co’y

Carpets and Everything Geaned. 
House Painting Paper Hanging Decorating
Phene 732. Office 220-A 8th Avenue W. J. HARLAND, Manager

WHAT ELECTRICITY WILL
DO FOR HUMAN BODY

Eminent Canadian Doctor Saya it is 
Only in its Infancy

London, May 39.—-In an interview Sir 
James Grant of Ottawa, an eminent 
Canadian physician, said the action 
of electricity on the human system was 
only in its Infancy, .and the day was 
not far distant when thousands who 
were suffering from debility as a re­
sult of Imperfect assimilation of food, 
and defective power of their blood 
will have such deficiencies corrected to 
a remarkable degree by a scientific ap­
plication to the great ganglionic titobd 
centres.

’*f feel confident,” Sir James said, 
"that we are at the commencement of 
the discovery of the uses of electricity, 
which for years, more or less, has been 
used, more as a toy than anything else.”

Prominent Barrie Man Dead

la Addition te his own shortcomings ae, of 15 years.

Barrie, Opt., May 30;—Mr. W. R. Tif­
fin, superintendent of the northerh 
division of the Grand Trunk railway, 
died here last night, after two weeks' 
illness from paralysis. He had been 
fifty-two years in the, service of the4 
company, starting as messenger at the
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be much v
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plumbing, piping and fixtures alone, and you are always sure to have
HOT WATER WHEN YOU WANT IT

Only one movement of the handle*required: Half w,ay, and your cold water runs; all the way (your ligjit 
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cold water. . . * »
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THE ONLY APPARATUS IN THE WORLD that will heat a running stream of cold water to a boiling 

point INSTANTLY. The water,, by our process, is sterilized and always fresh. Indispensable to doctors, 
dentists, soda fountains, bars, barbershops, hotels, office buildings, apartment houses, private homes and 
all places where HOT WATER is required. Our heater can be attached to any wash stand, bath tub or 
water pipe without additional plumbing. For full information address

ALBERTA ELECTRIC WATER HEATER CO.
403 8th AYE. WEST. * SOLE AGENTS FOR ALBEBTA.


