Bullstin Fe. XEXIIX "

scem 0 have becnm lest snd with them some designs relating
te flying which Bir Christepher Wrem made and promised teo
submit % the Reyal Seciety,
While these expesriments at ence suggested to us the
asroplane principle of flight, it is deudtful if the men
of this time had in mind anything dut wing=Tlapping devices.
These were mere or less hopeless without the ald of mechap=
ical power and the theory was prevalent that man was not
erdained by OGod teo fly. As breken bomes invariadly acoompan=
ied these heavenwerd aspirations, there was sdbumndant proof
that this view was cerreect,
But while the superstition of the time did much teo
retard progress, by far the greatest setdack Aviation received
was the invention of the balloem im 1783 by the Nentgelfier
Brothers, m---um{m scem paradoxical dut neverthe-
less it is true, Pudlic Attentien was diverted frem the sfe
forts of the old sohoel whe still piancd their faith en
heavier=thanwalr flight, The struggle to compete with the
birds was givem wp until 1842, In this year Hensonm created
a stir by patenting s machine which was in every way remarke
able, It really locked as tlwugh it weuld fly, and the greate
est interest was taken in his experiments,
Here we have the Tirst attempt e imitate the naﬂnt’
bird instead of the flapping bird, and tMs in iteslf was a
big step in the right directiom.
Henson®s idea was to obtainm swppert from & large

screplane prepslled by twe merial propellers of large alametes
resembling small wind-mills. T™he power was to de supplied W




