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Vald’Arvieux, and, for a
mountain-cottage, thn comfortable, &&‘2‘:
homely, appearance. For seme years past
bb‘ytlao..tdlgm linlt}le
Yalleys of Queyras inieres except Mr.
ﬂnut. He is consequently called to perform
all the ministerial duties,—preaching, catechi-
ssbion, inges,baptisms, funerts, and
visits,—from 8t. Veran and Vars to Dormillouse
and La Grave, which comprebends a “round” of
one hundred and fiftcen miles, reckoning the
circuitous reate beis obliged to take. In fine
weather this is ‘; but in winter
there is really ; 1 speak {rom experience

frightful in the very thought of suc
an undertaking. But ourfriend heeds it not:
on he trudges, through sometimes five or six feet
of snow, through dimnal ‘glens and iee-bound
mmdmdstm and falling rocks.
imes, as at the approach of Dormillouse,
the way is opened ‘Z-om or fifteen sturdy pea-
sants, who
fare of the and the conSned atmosphere
of the dirty ia which the Minister speuds
his winter evenings, eatechizsing the young, or
instructing groups of poor, but earnest, people.
T was pleased, bat net ised, ta find, as I
socompanied Mr. Massot through the valleys,
with what affectionate welcome he was every-
where greeted by, his parishioners.
17th.—Having been informed of my intended
visit, the people of Pierre-Grosse had requested
Mr. Massot to invite me to perform the opening
services of their ngw church; an invitation to
which I, of coursp, gladly acceded. This fact
will suffieiently show in what esteem your Mis-
sionaries are held in this portion of Nefls parish.
We passed s delightful day, and the serviees
were most interesting. The weather being fine,
visitors came from sevaral parts of the valley.
The little church is beau‘ifully sitnated in the
centre of the vale ; its whitened walls and elegant
steexle attract the eye of a stranger as bhe as-
cends, and form a verv pretty pictare. The
next villages are P‘ontgﬂlaﬂle and St. Veran,
iu both which we have clasces. St. Veran is
the most clevated habitable spot in Europe ; the
inhabitauts themse,ves say of it : “ There is no
lace nearer heaven where bread is to be eaten.”
fo.t Viso, whit- in ecternal snow, rises majes
tically at a short listance, and, - contrasted with
the deep green o"the pine-forests beneath, forms
a splendid lands-ape of mountain scencry.
18th.— We sct out, Mr. Massot and ], for Val
Fressinieres, through the dismal psftage of the
Guil, on to Gu™ stre. At night-fall we were
safely lodzed in the pleasant village of Pallon ;
and, notwithstanding the numerous occupations
of the peasantgwho have only four menths in the
year to prepare for eight months® winter, we got
the people together, and | warned them against
a Laodiccan state in spiritual matters.—As it
may give an insicht.into the situation of a Mis-
sionary here during his rounds, T may just men-
tion that, as to our bed and board, we managed
admirably, owing to the foresight of my com-
panion. Knowing how mattcrs stood herz in
the eooking line, he had brought with him the
needful provisions ; and | could not but admire
with what dexterity he bandled the fryine-pan
and kettle! Next day we visited T.es Ribes,
Violin«, and Mansals,on our way to Dormillouse.
I was glad toperceive some small advance in the
state of the schools. At Les Ribes .ne was be-
ine formed un ler the direction ofa (Nass-Lead-
er: while at Violins a school-house was very
nearly completed.  Many atime have L. in for-
mar yvearg, trod over all this ground; but I ne-
ver was so farciblv struck as now with the wreteh-
ed appearance of these dismal spots e<pecially in
the neighbourbood of Mensals.  ‘Thev reallv
seem tome to be calling down venceance npon

those who by their cruel peresecution< have frced '
human ereatures to inhabit places which are . the Conterence shauld da, ar the Mini-ters | cama touched with the

‘Missionary, at the m

tioned at Dormillouss. But it was all in vain.
Long the Priests have altogether retired,
wonri:o out and disappointed ; while the church
bas become a Protestant temple, and the parson-
the occasional residence of a Wesleyan Mis-
sionary. ‘The Methodist society in this vilage is
still the largest and most deeply piovs of any in
the Valleys.
20th.-Not being able to spare more time here,
I returned early to Pallon, on my way back to
my own Station. Mr. Massot, also, set out bome-
wards. M¥ay God's blessing be upon him and
bis arduous labours! Certainly, it is up-hill
work here ; but a great door is opened to us.
Could we only command pecuniary mzans for
the proper support of the schools in the several
villages, 1 am persuaded that the good seed thus
sown would, in due time, bring forth fruit. Be-
sides, we have access everywhere to the whole
Waldessian or Protestant population. Even as
things are great is the honour which God is put-
ting upon us,by our call to these valleys,and now
to thoss of the Italian' Waldenses. May we be
found humbly and faithfully discharging the trust
confided to us!

" COTEMPORARY OPINIONS. -

(From the Wesleyan Vindicator, March 1850 )

Which is Best® To Legislate for Nethodism or
to Work It.

We have teard it anil, that nathing ie an
well distrihuted as sense, for every one is
pleased with his own share, ‘The highest
kind of sense is that which fite a man to frame
reguiations for the benefit of any great com-
munity. Yeteven of this special kind of sense
you find most men think they have got a fair
portion. 1f there be one thing from which
no one shrinks,but at which every one in turn
makes @ trial, itiejust the thing for which
only one man in every million ha« any neta-
ble fitness; aamely, legi~lation. ‘There are
few villages in which you will not find A man
who could vastly mead all the laws that exist
pn the world. There are few churches so iu-
considerahle, thut they do not eontiin some
one who bas clearer views on chureh-polity
than any one ever had bafure ; nnd plans rea-
dy in his own right hand which, if co.ried in-
to effect, would most mugically further the
cause for which he in zealous.  When,in any
particular section of the church.a mere rapid
extension ia frlt to be dexirable, two different
clasees of persone hegin to neek it in twa dif-
feeent ways. Oue is gomg to have better
plans, to change this, 10 mend that, and to
hegin a new thing which has not heea known
hefore. Hie symj.athics miay be high, and he
woild secure prosperity by raicing the tone
of church-polity to a higher ecclesiastical
standard. His eympnthie« may be Ihw, and
he would secure prosperity by hringng mat-
ters down to n mare popularlevel. Ose wouldd
have Methodi-m tuke a loftier stand, and be-
comne a little mor= like Episcdpacy ; anothar
would have it tuke a lower stand,and aseimi-
lnte 1taelf 1o the Independents. One would
modify the itirerancy ,and give ne pettled Pas-
tors ; anather would chequer the urifurmity
of Conference by a lay-admixture. One
would have Fishape, ar in America : another
would have us tew Local Prenchers 14 conld
possibly e employed 5 and anotha would
have it Loca! Prenchars wll.

Another elase of jersone, when they desire
to see Methodism prospor.either in their nwn
neighbourhood, orin the whola warkl . do not

beads ponder what they cen devise, the other
makes hears ask what they can dn. T'he one
fosters a love of ruling men, the other fosters
a love of saving men. ‘T'he one hahituates
men ta look on the church as an organ, on
which they may sbow their skill by additions
and changes 1bat will ennoble its swell, or
entich its variety. The other accustomp
mean to'look on the church as a trumpet, by
which they may awake those that sleep.

« If we are to prosper, we must have so
and #0.” We tell you solemuly, that the
secret of prosperity does not lie in legislation.
Cburches die undar the highest sacerdotal,
the strictest preshyterian, or the’loosest con-
gregational, segime. See the high Kpisco-
pal Church of England, bow long she ay
dead ! See by her side the Presbyterian
churches, not oy dead, but heretical,—for-
malismin the Chureh, Socinianism in the
meeting-housa, See the state Preshyterian
Church ‘of Scotland, holding fast her testimo-
ny as to doctrine ; and the erate Preshyterian
Churches of Germnany and Switzerland, ter-
ribly fallen. See the Voluntary Preshyterian
Church of Ireland eink into Arianism ; and at
the same time, the Voluntary Preshyterian
Churches of America retain their orthodoxy
while the persecuted Presbyterian Church in
France falls into the lowest depthe, See, at
thin moment, the Congregational Churches
of Kngland chiefly orthodox,and the Congre-
gntional Churches of America chiefly Unita-
rinn. Sea thn Mathodist Church’of Americs,
with Bishaps,rapidly prospering; and the Me-
thodist Connexion of England,without Bish-
aps,incrensing by one bundred thousand mem-
ber< in the last twelve years. See the Me-

| thodist New Connexion,with lay-delegation,
going down ; and tbe Primitive Methodists,
with lay delegntion,rapidly aldvancing. Then
see the same Churches, with the same cooesti-
tution, at one time floarish, and at another
decay 3 at one time preaeh a pure faith, and
at another give an uncertain sound ; at one
time awaken muliitudes, and at another
aoothe all to sleep. Look at all this, and eay,
in the name of common reasos,will you bave
us to look for the seeret and principle of sve-
cess in differences of law !m'rpolitv ? Again
we tell you, it does not lie thera. You muy,
legislate for Methodism till it is dead. You
inay plan for Methodism till it is not worth
preserv But if vou take it, and work it,
with a {Ufl fuith in God, and a bearty love for
man, he assured yon will see hlessed results
of vignur, peace, an! increase.

Few men nra following their calling, when
they undertnksn to legislaie either for a nation
or for a church. Few have the knowledge of
past experience and of present emergencier,
few the culinness and pepetration, the (ore-
sight and the sagacious inatinct of what will
succeed, which are absolutely necessary to
constitute a legisintor, ¢ Yot all are liable to
the delusien that they can scheme more wise-
ly than those whose aaperior opportunities,
andwhose closer appliention, they would not
think of quentinning. Wado pot hope to
curs all o‘} planning. We know men who
will go on planning aa leng ae they live ; and
when thay can plan no more, not a fragment
of tbeir legislation will be found to outhive
them. Their fancied wisdom is their weak-
nuss. ‘Their fine schemea are their humilia-
tion. ‘They might e veeful, they ars only
busy. ‘They wight he honoured, they ure
only talked abour.  ‘I'hey might build up the
chureh of GGad, they only annoy the architeér,
and derange the workmen, by continually
consulting and suggesting altevations in the
idans.  Your halitunl law-mukers are a con-
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City of Boston, * the city of notions,” the
rium of the western world, the mete
polis of New England. It is situated oq 8 pesis-
sula about three miles in length, and omein
breadth. Itssurface is quite uneven, and swelk
into three eminences.
Shewmut, afterwards called Tri-Mesatia,
from which originates the nsme Tremest i
received it: present name in honor of the Be.
John Cotton, who was an emigrant from Bestes,
in England ; and its name was confirmed bym
Act of Court, September the 7th, 1630. %
was incorporated a city in 1822. The
pulation-of Boston proper, is about 140,00,
t includimg Roxbury, South and East Boston,
(which ;"ou cannot distinguish from any other
part of the city except by name), the popelaton
would amoun{ to B(B,OM. Bozton i the second
commercial city in the Union, and fif'th in pope-
In 1648, all the inbabitants were a
commodated in one Church, and now there ar
mearly 100. There are over one hundred pewr
papers and magazines printed in the city, and
about one hundred and twenty charity and liter
ary Societics. Boston Harbour is one of the
best, most commodious, and heautiful i the
world, containing about seventy-five
miles, and is bespangled with upwards
hundred islands and rocks.
gradually wearing away, and where large berds
of cattle and flocks of sheep were pastured, oo¢
sixty or seventy years ago, the ocean no¥ roll
its angry billows, and lashes with
ing surge, the last remains of eart
the Capital of the State of Massachusetts.
State contains 7,250 square miles,
ropulution of nearly 900.000. Itsends 10 me>
bers to Congress.  The nun&ber(?mhw
tors (which correspond to the
Briti(dl l’rovinus)pi: 40, and the numbef :
State Representatives (corresponding 0
House of Assembly) is 356. 'Ib extimied
value ofthe Crops in 1849, for this State ¥
11,000,000, Manufactures $52,000,000,
Merchandize £16,000,000, the total
debt of the State is £6,201,586.
of Massachusetts receives a salary o
atnum. The Foreign Exp
1847, amounted to §10,513,1
£46,110,761. o

I must now give you a little infof_ﬂl‘”“b"
the Supreme Government at Washingtos-
gress—the Senate is composed
trom each State, of course the nnml?el“"‘i
The Vice-President
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nection, 325,000 : Congregation
197,196 : Lutheran, 163,000:
od, 67,790 Prou:vs(;ant }.Y.iaco[ 4
tarian, 27,532: Unjversalists—
ol Brethren, 67,000: Menng¢
Church of God, 10,000 : Jews
The above are all Church mem
testant EpiscOpaI. or Church of
1497 , ministers, or one to eve
and are the most wealthy ; the
Jies have but one minister to ev
bers. and are probably the leas
Bishops, Ministers, Priests, or
above Churches, exceed in nun

One cannot visit Boston wi
minded that he isin the home
Fathera, who fled from persec
land, agd braved the storms
ocean, that amidst the * rocki
forest,” they might find for the
but for their children. and pri
The landing of the Pilgrim
Mayflower, on Plvmouth rock,

1620, inthe depth of
place of aborle, amid frost and
rounded with savages, and w
first settlers of this State must
courage and perseverance, the
the bae in one haud, and a mt
to proteet themselves from th
landing of the Pilyrims  ie a
throughout the New Lngland
“ Thanksgiving Day,” seTvie
churches, an 1 Lusiness of ever

The State ot Massachnsetts
manufa tur.ne Sate in the U

+five miles froj
the Manchever of Amer'ea. |
lation of about 35,000, It has
wauazed by i2 cor;mrations,
i noou  dollars. The m

alvs, and 5.629 females, whe
week 1Li0§ e vards of cotto
civand 6,000 of carpet: BS0
ton are printed we
User] _\‘C.lrl)’. als
tons of anth:acite coal, &,
of females :~ 2 dollars g
dollars. Machinerv of every
are seattered throngh all the
of this State, a preat number
visited.

I must now give vou some
which I Lave vicited in and
shall commence frst with the
avout one mile in length, ang
tyacres. In this Yard s a
be the longest aud most perf
Itis 150 feetin bengh Al o
the C. . Ny iy made hiew
tured by m chicery.  In th)

\ irginia,a 1 1 of war o th
!\‘ finished, » e was baile du
[he whole Navy Yard is su
tiful stone wall, within are 1
Pentery’ shopz, and building
the Engine Ilousc are the 1
out the Drv-dok.  These

cious, that twelve hor<hieads
e thrown off at one stroke
‘pied in jumpins out the

Us. The dock will con
gest size, and is construrtd
gmmc. The State House
Mture meets, which is now
most prominent eliiee in 1
Y. —its dome s two M
above the level of the sca.
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Dt interesting was the In
& South Bosten. On the:




