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lx commencing our editorial duties, it may 
be deemed desirable for us to state, with 
brevity, the reasons which have led to the 
present publication, and the course we in
tend to pursue.

Our readers arc aware of the efforts, 
which have been made by the. Wesleyan Mo- 
thodists in this, and the neighbouring Pro
vince, to circulate a Religious Periodical, far 
Ihe purpose of diffusing Methodistic'informa
tion, and of giving cnrrency to other inter
esting matter bearing on the subjecta of re
ligion and morality generally. We need but 
refer to the “‘Nova Scotia and New 
Baux» wick'Wesletww Methodist Ma
gazine,” “ The Wesletan,” and the “ Bri
tish North American Wesleyan Me
thodist Magazine" ;all of which, we have 
reason to believe, were, in their respective 
days, the means of doing no little good.

The latter work was suspended with the. 
intention of publishing a weekly religious pe
riodical under Wesleyan management ; this 
more frequent mode of communication, hav
ing been thought to be more suitable to the 
times in which wc live, and better adapted 
to meet the wants of our people and of the 
«immunity. For reasons, which need not 
now be mentioned, the publication of a week
ly paper has been kept in alieyance ; but the 
condition of the religious world, the state of 
•oar own work, the ofl-rejiealed and earnest 
requests of the members of our Church and 
(Congregations in both Districts, with other 
urgent circumstances,—not overlooking the 
■extensive and promising field for usefulness 
in this department, which requires to be cul
tivated by us as a section of the Christian 
Church,—call loudly at the present time for 
the resumption of a Periodical, which mnv 
answer at least as a diligent and successful 
pioneer to the establishment of a weekly pn- 
jwir to be. issued under official authority. The 
present undertaking, ns a preparatory work, 
is however not without sanction; it will re- 
ceivo the cordial approbation of Ministers 
amd Memlicrs of our Church, who will doubt
less use their influence to procure for it a 
due share of public patronage.

The Wesleyan will be carefully guarded 
against what may be called sectarianism. 
Whilst, as a matter of course, it will be a 
denominational organ, and, as such, give a 
prominency to Wesleyan views on doctrines 
and Church polity, or to what some may 
designate, Wesleyan peculiarities, it will, at 
the same time, bear a friendly aspect to- 
wards sister, evangelical churches, and lend 
iti aid to promote charity among the follow
er» of Christ. Against essential or funda
mental errors, it will tie found Array (4^ in 
nnoompromising hostility ; hut even this con
test it will endeavour to conduct in a spirit 
accordant with the recognized principles of 
the Christian law.

Articles on all subjects which, in our esti
mation, shall appear calculated to profit, and 
* please" our readers “ for their good to edi
fication,” will be introduced into its columns 
a» opportunity and circumstances may per-

A' carefully arranged synopsis Qf The 
Xer.cs o f the day will be given ; hut all mere 
party politics will be entirely excluded.

We. shall, however, re card it, perfectly 
within our proper jurisdiction, as religious 
.Journalists, calmly, and dispassionately, yet 
energetically, to d'-cuss subjects, in which 
greaf and important principles are involved, 
affecting the intellectual, moral, and religi
ous well-being of the Provincial population ; 
and gathering instruction from the experi
ence of the past, and of the present, shall use 
our strenuous endeavours to promote, as far 
as in us.lies, the best interests of the jiecple. 
On every subject affecting these inti-rent», 
we shall keep a watchful eye, and faM not, 
as principles develop themselves, aad .the 
march of time advances, to record the eon* 
viciions of our own mind, the mature and 
deliberate judgments to which religious 
principles, the decisions of God’s word,- and 
the iutmost impartiality, may assist ua to 
arrive.

Our unwearied effort will be directed to 
furnish our patrons with a sheet, Which they 
may safely introduce into their family circles, 
with the prospect of gratifying their literary 
taste, promoting their piety, increasing their 
information, and enlarging their knowledge 
of men and-fliings. The riekly laden fields 
of science, literature, and religion lie before 
us ; and, in imitation of the industrious bee, 
which coHerts honey from every flower, wc 
shall strive to present as dainty a dish as wc 
can to suitihe taste of every well disciplined 
and religious mind.

AGGRESSIVE CHARACTER OF ÏETH0DI81.
Wesletan Methodism has ever been ag

gressive. It must lie so from its very nature. 
But let us not be misunderstood. Wc do not 
mean that it is hostile to other bodies of 
evangelical Christians. These may enter
tain anil exhibit opinions with which it does 
not agree, and which it may deem proper on 
suitable occasions to question and refute. 
But with all that is truly evangelical in the 
different Protestant denominations it is found 
in j-erfect accordaney. So far from waging 
war with any thing really Christian or scrip
tural, in doctrine, experience, or practice, in 
these various communities, it is at all times 
prepared to support them in their mainte
nance. Its hostility — if we must use the 
term — is simply against all that is in oppo
sition to what it conceives to he “ the truth 
as it is in Jesus."

Wc use the term “aggressive" not in an 
offensive sense. Let usexplain. Methodism 
commenced its career by calling sinners to 
repentance and to faith in Christ. Its in
roads or encroachments, were designed to he 
made into the dark and sinful territories of 
Satan, in order to rescue those who luul boon 
taken captive by him at his will, and to re
cover them to the gracious dominion of the 
T/ird Jesus Christ, who gave himself for them 
to redeem them from all iniquity. From tin1 
first moment of its putting forth its energies 
to Ihe present, this object it has kept steadily 
in view; and success to ft large extent lias 
bv the divine blessing crowned its god-like 
ami self-denying efforts. Thousands, an.I 
hundreds of thousands of precious souls, it 
has been instrumental in winning to Christ ; 
many of whom are now in heaven, with 
saints of olden times, “ inheriting the pro
mises;" whilst it noble army is still found 
under its banners, waging bloodless war 
against the powers of darkness, and inarching 
to the New Jerusalem aliove.

The mission of Methodism to onr world 
has not yet lieen^aeeomjdished. A wide
spread course it lias yet to run, ere it can 
relax its energies ; many a hard and toilsome 
bait!» tv fijjlit in the name of the Lord of !

"IK ere it enii fay down its arms of celes
tial le mper. 1 he world is yet eomparati v< ly 
unsub dued to the cross of Calvary. “The 
sheep for whom the shepherd died," still 
wan dr r on the mountains of sin and in the 
dark \ alleys of Satan’s domains. Midi pity - 
ing <‘V<i it beholds these wanderer-: ; with 
coinpi issionate heart, feels far the danger of 
these willingly ck'lmled victims; iui.l;putting 
on “bowels of mercies,’’ it addresses itself 
at this moment with renewed zeal, to arrest 
them in their destructive course, ami turn 
their heedless feet to the sheltering fold of 
the Redeemer. Nor van it, nor will it cease, 
under the gracious auspices of benignant 
heaven, to ply with assiduity its multiform 
and well-adapted instrumentalities, in thie 
“work ef faith, and labour of love;** whilst 
the souls of men are iperishing for laok of 
knowledge, and are thronging the way of 
eternal ruin. This is said not in ike spirit 
of self-confidence wr vain-gtory, bat under a 
deep conviction that “ nocnffily is laid” upon 
it to fulfil its appointed and designed course 
of duty. Whilst so much remains .So be 
done, in tlie work of converting the world 
unto God, hi the use of the appointed means, 
cessation <w relaxation of effort on its part, 
would he aggravai et 1 and culpable recreancy 
to the cause of Christ, to the best interests 
of humanity, and to all its own most solemn 
pledges. In the sense now explained, ag-- 
grossi vertes» must be its watifc-word, its 
printsua mobile, its principle of action 
Never may this glory depart; rather may the 
impression of obligation to “work while it is 
day " be deepened and become more and 
more influential, until .ill Mutt it has done in 
this high lichalf, shall, compared with its 
future triumphs, lx- as “ the light of the moon 
to the light of the sun," or, “the light of the 
sun to the light of seven days ;" or, to change 
the figure, as the first strokes of the ham
mer in preparing the foundation to the com
pleted work of the lofly superstructure. 
The ministers and lay members of the Wes
leyan Church, found as they are in almost 
all parts of the wide world, have only 
to consecrate themselves renewedjy and uu- 
reservedly to God, and His sacred cause, 
and to seek and obtain enlarged measures of 
“the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ," 
to make their influence for good tel! with 
accumulated energy and effect, on the moral 
and spiritual well-being of vast masses of 
the race. May the consecration be made— 
may the supply lx- received—may prosperity 
be given! “ God lx; merciful hi us, and 
bios us ; and cause bis face to shine u|x>n 
us. Sclah. That thy way may be known U|x>n 
earth, thy saving health among all na
tions.’’ — l»s. lxxvii. I,ji. “ Let thy work ap
pear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto 
their children. And let the beauty of the 
Lord our Gixl lx- iqxm us: and establish 
thou tin' work of our hands ii|xm us; yea 
the work of our hand* vstabli-h thvu it"— 
Vs. xv. 10, 17.

[Frtm tur Corr’-spondtol at Kaekville, -V. B.J 
Mr Dear Brother,-—

Yoi r letter of a recent date informing 
me that arrangement* have lx-en made to 
publish a -hurt series of Wesleyan papers, 
pre|uralorv to the establishment of a regu
lar periodical of Connexional Authority, 
has afforded me a high degree of gratifica
tion.

The Press is properly regarded a* a mo
ral lever of the mo-t -powerful order. By 
its means, men’s minds are moved in a direc
tion either right or wrong, as the tendency 
of the force applied may lx; right or wrong.
It is the duty of all who would largely ls-ne- 
fit the world to seize it, and to work it with

reeled force. The opinion which lias pre
vail* d so generally throughout the Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick Districts for se
veral years, that wc ought to have a weekly 
religions paper of decidedly Wivdeyan Vluv- 
rnctor. far circulation in these Colonies, ha* 
been deepening in some minds into the con
viction that our Church is imperatively re
quired by Providence to make provision far 
the speedy establishment and efficient man
agement of such a Periodical ; and that this 
providential requirement may not long be 
disregarded without serious Church delin
quency and consequent loss. And this con
viction has been confirmed by the last Con
ference Address, in which wo find it so 
lemly written * the deliberate judgment of 
our Father» and Brethren in the Parent 
land that “ one important moans of useful
ness has not been sufficiently cared for a- 
■Bong us—the extension ef the Geepel by 
mesas of the Press." And if this is true in 
enlightened, thickly - populated England, 
where ene or more of our Preachers, either 
travelling or local, is found preaching 
Sabbath ia almost every hamlet in the land i 
where we have the long-established and 
nobly-worked Connexional Book-room, with 
its oxhaustlcss store» of every description of 
religious Books, Trad* and Periodical» 
whence issue mealhly supplies to the almost 
innumerable but well organised agencies es
tablished throughout the length aad hrsadlh 
ef the Country,—where we have onr Maga- 
zinc, Youth's Instructor, Cottager's Friend, 
Child1» Magazine, Monthly Missy. Notices, 
and Quarterly papers, &Â, Ac., all distri
buted with unrivalled punctuality in every 
Society and Congregation,—if there it is 
still true that “the extension of the Gospel 
by means of the Press has not lx:en suffi
ciently cared for amongst ’’ Methodists— 
what shall be said of the employment of 
“this means of usefulness" in these sparsely 
populated Provinces, where our Member» 
and Friends are scattered se far and wide 
in the wilderness that they ean only occa
sionally be instructed and edified by atten
dance upon tlie living ministry, and where 
comparatively nothing has lievn done “ for 
the extension of the Gospel by means of the 
Press?” Would that every Wesleyan 
would seriously consider the question ; and 
surely we should all then agree that “ thin 
means of usefulness has not been sufficiently 
eared for among us;" and would be pre
pared to respond most heartily to your 
watch ward “ forward" in the only way in 
which we can employ the agency of the 
Press with much efficiency. A holy emu
lation, too, should stir us to promptitude in 
this work,—other Denominations are wisely 
employing this agency confidently and con
stantly in the advocacy of their own inter
ests end peculiarities ; and we must not lon
ger neglect to do so and Iiojxj to retain our 
relative standing ns a Church.

Hut are we aide,—> an we prudently go 
“ forward" with the work ? Can we obtain 
a circulation sufficiently extensive for such 
a publication to save it from financial em
barrassment ? I bate attempted to count 
the cost, and I believe we are abundantly 
able#*1 Let the work be undertaken with 
spirit,—give us such a paper as we should 
Imve,—one res|X5ctably “ got up" and well 
fund-lied with local, us well as general in
formation, and it will lx; sustained.

There are lictwccn forty nnd fifty preach
ers—every one of whom should be an agent 
for such a paper, and a regular contributor 
for its columns. Such a set of contributors, 
would render the publication locally inter
esting everywhere throughout the Districts ; 
aud such a set of agents, if engaged and in-no IHV nvil'i V«I I».*, K, sa*»*» v» l------- - — — —------ -----------7 ------n o------------------

the muât literal expenditure of rightly <li-1 terestod in the work, might secure 'to eireo-
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