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~. The Editor holds Bot himsell responsihle for the opinions

STANPING KEGELATIONS.

@orrespendente must send their commeunications written

n confidence, wilh their proper names and address

of correspondents—cliatms the priviege of modiiving or
rejecting articies ofiered for publlcation —and caunol
piedge himself to return those not meerted.
Communicanons R business, and those intended for |
publiration, when contained it. the same letter. should, !
i praciicabie, be writren on different parts of the sheet, |
oo that they  ma¥ be separnted when Yhey reach us.

@emmuaications and Exchanges shonld be addresned to the
Bdiwar, Halifax, N. 8

The lssue of the first eeven numbers of this paper will he
forintghtly, As preparsiory. (6 & Weekly series, under
afficial sanciion. Yrice for the seven numbers 1s. 94, |
i edvance.

" THE WESLEYAN.

o e e e

Balifax, Satﬁrday !omin:. April 7, NQ. -

I commencing our editorial duties, it may
be deemed desirable for us to state, with
beevity, the reasons which have led to the
present publication, and the course we in-
tend to pursue. ’

Our recaders arc aware of the efforts
‘which have been made by the Wesleyan Meo-
‘sthodists in this, and the ncighbouring Pro-
vince, to circulate a Religious Periodical, for
the purpose of diffusing Methodistic'informa-
sion, and of giving currency to other inter-
eating matter bearing on'the suhjects-of re-
ligion and morality gencrally. "We need but
refer to the ““Nova BcoTia ANp NEW
Beuxswick WESLETxY METHODIST Mn-
eAZINE,” “ Tne WESLEYAN,” and the  Bri-
T1sH NORTH AMERICAN WESLEYAN Mg-
Top1sT MAGAZINE” ; all of which, we have
reason to believe, were, in their respective
-days, the means of doing no little good.

The latter work was saspended with the
intention of publishing a weekly religious pe-
riodical under Wesleyan management ; this
more frequent mode of communication, hav-
ing been thought to be more suitable to the
times in which we live, and better adapted
to meet the wants of our people and of the
-ecammunity. For reasons, which need not
now be mentioned, the publication of a weck-
"Iy paper has been'kept in abeyance ; but the
condition of the religious world, the state of
-our own work, the oft-repeated and earnest
requests of the members of our Church and

Congregations in ‘both Districts, with ether

arzent circumstances,—not overlooking the
extensive and promising field for usefulness

in this department, which requires to be cul-
tivated by us as a section of the Christian

Church,—call loudly at the present time for

the resumption of a Periodical, which may

anawer at least as a diligent and suceessful
pioneer to the establishment of a weekly pa-
per to be issned under official anthority. The
present undertaking, as a preparatory work,
is however not without sanction; it will re-
crivo the cordinl approbation of Ministers
snd Members of our Chureh, who will donbt-
leas use their influence to procure for it a
due share of pubiic patronage.
The Wesleyan will be earefully guarded
against what may be called sectarianizm.

Whilst, as a matter of course, it will he a

denominational orman, and, as such, give a

prominency to Wesleyan views on doctrines

-and Church polity, or to what rome inay

designate, Weslevan peculiarities, it will, af

the same time, bear a friendly aspeet to
wards sister, evangelical churches, and lend
i3 aid to promote charity among the follow-
ers of Christ.  Agninst essential or funda-
mental errors, it will be found *rray(ﬂin
ancompromising hostility ; but even this con-
test it will endeavour to conduct in a spirit

accondant with the recognized principles of

she christian law. '

Articles on all rubjects which, in onr esti-
mation, shall appear calculated to profit. and
* please” our readers “ for their good to edi-
fication,” will be introduced into its columns
ad opportunity und circumstances may per-

News of the day will be piven: Yut all mere
1n » legible hand, and free of pastage ; and entrnet us, ‘-P(lrfy poh'h'('s will be (‘ﬂlil‘\‘l)’ excluded. u

within our proper jurisciction, as religious
energetically, to dizcuss subjects, in which
affecting the intcilectual, moral, and religi-

and gathering instruction from the experi-
enee of the past, and of the present, shall use | t

Larrive.

i g

A caarctully arranged synopsis of The |l

We shall, however, recand it, perfectly

a3 in us lies, the best interests of the peeple. | t
On cvery subject affecting these interests,
we shall keep a watchful cye, and fail not,
as principles develop themsclyes, amd .the
march of time advances, to record the eon-
victions of our own mind, the mature and |t
deliberate judgments to which religious
prémciples, the decisiona of God’s word, and
the rutmost impartiality, may essist us to

Our unwearicd cffort will be directed to|i
furnish our patrons with a sheat, which they
may safely introduce into their family circles,
with the prospect of gratifying their literary
taste, promating their piety, imcreasing their
information, and cnlarging their knowledge
of men and*things.  The rickly laden fields
of science, literature, and religion lie before

which colteets honey from -every flower, we
ghall strive to present as dainty a dish as we
can to suitthe taste of every well disciplined
and religisus mind.

AGGRERSIVE CHARACTER OF YUTHODISN.
WesLeyay Methodism has ever been aa-
gressive. Tt must be so from its very nature.
But let us not be misunderstood. We do not
mean that it is hestile to other bodies of
evangelical christians. These may enter-
tain and exhibit opinions with which it does
not agree, and which it may deem proper on
suitable oceasions to questisn and refute.
But with all that 18 truly evangelical in the
different Protestant denominations it is found
in perfeet accordancy.  So far from waging
war with any thing really christian or serip-
tural, in doctrine, experienee, or practice, in
these various communities, it is at all times
prepared to support them in their mainte-
nance. Tts hostility —if we must use the
term —is simply against all that is in oppo-
sition to what it conceives to be “the truth
as it i3 in Jesus.”
We use the term “agaressive™ not in an
offensive sense.  Let urexplain.  Methodism
commenced its career hy calling ginners to
repentance and to faith in Christ.  Tts in-
roada or encronchments, were designed to be
made into the dark and sinful territories of
Satan, in order to rescue those who had been
taken captive by him at his will, and to re-
cover them to the gracious dominion of the
Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for them
to redeem them from all iniquity.  From the
first moment of its putting forth it energics
to the present, this object it has kept steadily
in view: and suecess to & laree extent has
by the divine blessing crowned its pod-like
and sclf-denving efforts.  Thousands, and
hundreds of thousands of precious rouls, it
has been instrumental in winning to Christ ;
many of whom are now in heaven, with
sainta of olden times, “inheriting the pro-
> whilst & noble army is still found
under its banners, waging bloodless war
against the powers of darkness, and marching
to the New Jerusalem above.
The mission of Methodism to onr world
has not yet |wor~i\‘*acmmpli-xh(-«l. A wide-
spread course it has yet to run, ere it ean
relax its energics; many a hard and toilsome

mises ;"

of duty.
done, in the work of converting the world
unto God, am the use of the appointed means,
cessation er relaxation of effoft on its part,
would be aggravated and culpable reereancy
to the cause of Christ, to the best imerests
of humanity, and to all its own mest selemn
us ; and, in imitation of the industrious bee, | plodges.
gressiveness must be its watch-word, ite
primum mobile, its principle of action.

i sinime—. T

5

h‘: s ere it ean ky down its arms of celes-

tale mper.  The world is yet comparatively

nsub dued to tlie cruss of Calvary. “The

sheep  for whom the shepherd died,” still
wande ron the mountaing of sin anl in the
Tournalisis, calmly, and dispassionately. yet | dark v alleys of Satan's domains. W 1th pity-
ing eye it behelds these wanderers: with
greaf and important principles are involved, | compiissionate heart, feels for the danger of
these willingly delude vietims anl putting
ous well-being of the Provineial population ; [ on “bowels of mercies,” it addresses itself
at this moreent with rencwed zcal, to arrest

hem in their destructive course, and turn

our strenuous endeaveurs to promote, as far | their heedless feet to the shelterin z fold of

he Redeemer.  Nor ean it, nor will it cease.

under the gracious auspices of Lenignant
heaven, to ply with assiduity its multiform
and well-adapted instrumentalities, in this
“work of faith, and labour: of love;* whitst

he souls of men are perishing for lack of

knowledge, and are thronging the way of
cternal ruin. This is said not in the spirit
of sclf-coufidence wr vain-glory, but under a
deep couviction that “ nocedlity is laid” upon

t to fulfil its appeinted and designed course
Whilst so much remains $0 be

In the sense now cxplained, ag-

Never may this glory depart; rather may the
impression of pbligation to “work while it is
day” be deepened and become more gnd

more influential, until all that it bas done in

this high behalf, shall, compared with its
future triumphs, be as * the ight of the moon
to the light of the «un,” or, “the light of the
sun to the light of seven days ;" or, to change
the figure, ns the first strokes of the ham-
mer in preparing the foundation to the com-
pleted work of the lofly superstructare.
The ministers and luy members of the Wes-
leyan Church, found a8 they are in almost
all parts of the wide world, have only
to conscerate themselves renewedly and un-
reservedly to God, and His sucred cause,
and to reck and obtain enlarged measures of
“the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,”
to make their influence for good tell with
accumulated energy and effect, on the moral
and spiritual well-being of vast masses of
the race.  May the consceration be made—
may the supply be reccived—may prosperity
be given!  * God be merciful o us; and
bless us; and canse his fuee to shine upon
us. Sclah. That thy way may be known upon
carth, thy saving Lealth among all 1a-
tions.” — Ps. Ixavii. 1,2, Let thy work ap-
pear unto thy servants, and thy glory wnto
their children. And let the beauty of the
Lonl our God be upon us: and establish
thou the work of our hands upon u+; yea
the work of our hands establizh thou it."—
P: o xe 16, 17.

[ From eur Corrrapondent at Sackville, V. B.)
My Deanr Bromnee-—

Yot letter of a recent date informing
me that arrangements have been made to
publish a short series of Wesleyan papers,
preparatory to the establishment of a regn-
lar periodical  of  Connexional Authority,
has afforded me a Ligh degree of gratifica-
tion.

The Presa is properly. regurded as a mo-
ral lever of the most powerful order. By
its means, men’s minds are moved in adiree-
tion either right or wrong, as the tendency
of the foree applied may be right or wrong.
It is the duty of ull who would largely bene-
fit the worM to scize it, and to work it with

¥

battle to fight in the name of the Lord of

rected force.  The opinion which las pre-
vailed =0 generally throughout the Nova
Scotin and New Brunswick istricts for se-
veral years, that we ought to have a weekly
religions paper of decidedty Weideyan cha-
racter, for circulation in these Colonics, has
been deepening in some minds into the con-
viction that our Church is imperatively re-
quired by Providence to make provision for
the speedy establishment and eflicient man-
agement of such a Periodical ; and that this
providential requirement may not long be
disregarded without serious Church delin-
quency and consequent loss.  And this con-
viction has been confimned by the lnst Con-
ference Address, in  which we find it so-
lemly written as the deliberate judgment of

land that “one important means of upeful-
ness has not been sufficiently cared for a-
mong -us—ihe extension of the Gospel by
means of the Press.” And if this is true in
enlightened, thickly - populated England,
where ene or more of our Preachers, either
travelling or local, is found presching each
Sabbath ia almost overy hamletin the land ;
where we have the long-established and
nobly-worked Connexional Book-room, with
its exhaustless stores.of every description of
religions Books, Tracts and Periodicale—
whence issue menthly supplies to the almort
insumerable but well erganised agencies es-
tablished throughout the length aad breadth
of the Country,—where we have our Mage-
zine, Youth's Instructer, Cottager’s Friend,
Child's Magazine, Monthly Missy. Notices,
and Quarterly papers, &e., &eo., all distri-
bated with unrivalled punctuality in every
Seciety and Congregation,—if thore it is
still true that * the extension of the Gospel
by mecans of the P’ress has not been sufB-
ciently cared for amongst” Methodists—
what shall be said of the employment of
“ this meuns of wsefulness” in these sparsely
pepulated Provinces, where our Members
and Friends are scaticred se far and wide
in the wilderness that they oan only oces-
sionally be instructed and edificd by atten-
dunce upon the living ministry, and where
comparatively nothing has been done “ for
the extension of the Gespel by means of the
Press 2°° Would that every Wesleyan
would seriously consider the question; and
surely we should all then agree that “ this
means of usefulness has not been sufficicntly
cared for among us;” and would be pre-
pared to respond most heartily to your
watchward “ forward” in the only way in
which we can employ the agency of the
Press with mueh efficiency. A holy emw-
lution, too, should stir us to promptitude in
this work,—other Denominations are wisely
employing this agency confilently and con-
stantly in the advocacy of their own inter-
ests and peculiarities ; and we must not lon-
ger negleet to do so and hope to retain our
relative standing as & Church,

But are we uble,—can we prudently go
“forwurd” with the work ?  Can we obtain
a circulation sufficiently extensive for sueh
a publication to save it from financial em-
barrgssment ? I have attempted  to count
the cost, and T believe we are abundantly
uble® Let the work be undertaken with
spirit,—give us such a paper 84 we should
have,—onc respectably “ got up” and well
furni-hed with local, us well as generat in-
formation, and it will be sustained.

‘There are between forty and fifly preach-
erv—every one of whom should be an agent
for such a paper, and a regular contributor
for its columns.  Such a set of contributors,
would render the publication locally inter-
csting everywhere throughout the Districts ;
aud such a ket of agents, if engaged and in-

the most Liberul expenditure of rightly di-

wrested in the work, might secure e eiren-

our Fathers and - Brethren in-the Parest -

-




