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racter of the truths to be taught, and of tlie natare of
man, for whose benefit they were intended. Letus
consider the latter first.

I. The truths to be conveyed were uncommon,
spiritual, and relating chiefly to a bigher state of
being. The persons who were to receive themn were
unapprehensive, worldly, and little impressible by di-
dactic force of truth. Parables were chosen as the
hest key to unlock our understanding, closed against
heavenly and eternal things, by their being admirably
fitted to impress the affections, and to live in the me-
mory .

1I. The temporary and local reasons which induced
our Lord to adopt parabolic teachings were, that, 1.
He might not frustrate his great design in coming into
the world, either by forcing light upon the Jews, to
prevent his crucifixion by their conver:ion, or hasten-
ing it prematurely by exasperating them to take ven-
geance upon him for the plainness and severity of his
reproof.

2, That he might accomplish his own pupuse i
saving the world, and that his Father might uccom-

lish his, in the destruction of his enemies.

«wI'herefore,’ said he, “speak 1 to them in parables:

because they secing see not ; and hearing they hear
not, neithemdo they understand, And in then is ful-
filled the prophecy of Isaiah, which =aith, By hearing
ve shall hear, and shall not understand ; and seeing
ye shall sce, and shall not perccive : for this people’s
heart is waxing gross,.and their ears are dull of hear-
ing, and their eyes they have closed ; lest at any time
they should see with their ((?'es, aud hear with their
cars, and should understand with their heart, and
should be converted, and I should heal them.”” This
is the only prophecy in the Old Testament which is
re[mned six times in the New. _

I'here is one inference which I shall derive from
the whole, and that is, the lawfulness of fiction as a
medium of conveying not only moral, but religious iu-
struction. Considering the weak and baby-like pre
judices which are c¢ntertained hy very grave, learned,
and even devout personages, on this point, and the in-
vectives and reproaches which have been cast upon
individua's, who in our own times have laboured to
bring back fiction to its legitimate province and high
socation as a minister of truth, 1 shall be excused if |
dwell a little upon it in this place, and on an occasion
so favourable to its introduction.

An indecent outcry has been raised against religious
stories, and inventions constructed for the purpose of b
reproving vice, exposing cant, and recommending the
doctrines and the spirit of the Gospel ; and in’some
weak persons it has operated as a sweeping interdic-
ton of all works of the imagination, at least in prose.
Now let us inquire for a moment whether reason or
Seripture warrauts such a result.

The fault of a tale, in my view, is not that it is a
tale, but that it is immoral or irreligious. Some per-
sons who are horror struck at prose fictions readily
enough admit into their families poctry, and &peei-
mens of the fine arts; the great (uestion is not
whether a man writes poetry or prose, but whether
works of fiction, as such,arc or are not a lauduble and
happy medium of conveying useful, and even spiritual
knowledgo. By works of fiction, I understand all
*uch works as profess to illustrate moral and naturai
truth by the aid of the imagjnation ; and it is distinct-
Iy to be observed, that it is no part of the inquiry
whether they are in nature or not; whether they are
historie, dramatic, descriptive, or allegorical ; whether

have, or have not, individually, a good or evil
teadency. We have nothing to do with the execution
of any ome work ; but with the simple principle on
which all works of this class neccssarily depend. Itis
apparent, then, that before the question can be an-
swered in the negative, we must be prepared ta sacri-
fice the very Lest and most harmless of prose fictions,
We inust abaudon at once and forewer all the walks of
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poetry. music, painting, sculpture,—all must he re
nounced. On this principle we may sertously as..,
how are we to dispose of those portions of the Holv
Scriptures which must be uffected by it 2 They coii-
tain, as we have scen, fables, poctry, and 'pnrn-
bles. 'These, I think, add materially to the beaury
and pathos of the Divine \Vord ; but this opinion
must necessarily be influcnced by the way in which
we determine on the principle, that truth niay be law-
fully presented to the mind by mecuns of fiction, for
!I]oy are evidently ficGitious, l’innll_v, ] desire to ask.,
if' the imagination may not be employed for these and
gimilar purposes, why was the imagination given *
and, if the wort< of imngination are to full under the
bann of'religion? If Fiction is never to apjfroach her
hallowed altar, nor weave one wreath to decorate her
votaries ; if ‘Truth frown her into distance, and to
every useful and benefieial purpose, she is henceforth
to be reprobate ; she cannot choose but ally herseit’
w!lh irreligion, with profuneness, with error, and
with every power of darkness.  Henceforth only
those works of the imagin:tion are to be deemed Ie.
gitimate that are devoted to the corruption of the
hﬂc.‘urt and the debaseinent of the charncter. 'The
Fenclons, the Miltons, the Cowpers, the Bunvans
with a thousand other illustrious names, some «.
\\‘bi('h I should even tremble to adduce, upon the pri: -
ciple that fiction is not to he made the mediunm
moral and religious instruction,—all these illustricu«
individuals, instead of being the benefactors, have
been the enemies of mankind.  Whatever is fictinou: -
in their writings ought to have had no purpose in view
or that purpose should have been evil. It is mon-
strous to construct a tale—to insinuate a truth—the
entertaining and the useful must now be divorsec.
But my attention is arrested—a Judge interposes to
decide the cuse, and to cover with confusion those who
would devote to the encmy of souls one whole facuhy
of the human mind, and all the class of gensations nnd
impressions which it creates—a faculty on which
much of the beauty and energy of the character must
depend. A voice addresses me, and itis his *‘ who
spake as never man spake,”—* He that hath ears to
hear, lct him hear.”

e e e T

“ ApostoLicar. Svccession.”—I[t is related of the
vencrable Dr. Pilmoor, of Philadelphia, that after he
had become u minister of the Pretestant Church, he
was in a large mixed company, among whom were
some of his old friends of the Mmhmﬁalﬁpiucqml
Church, when he rather tauntingly indulged biinself’
in self-gratulation on the promise of Christ’s presence
with his ministers of the regular apostalic succession,
of which ‘he had the happiness to he one. Anold
friend, who had often hcard him preach in the de-
monstration of the Spirit and of power, when he was
a plain Methodist preacher, §a;d to him, * Dr. P.,
permit e to ask you one question, as a Christian wan.
When | heard you, ns a Mcthodist preacher, nreach to
the inultitude on the race ground,the judge’s stand be-
ing your pulpit, was Christ with you or not ” The
doctor paused, nnd then emphuatically answered,
« Yes, if' ever he bas been with' ine, he was with me
then.” His old friend was satisfied and so were the
company. It was the candid confession of a pluin,
honest man—which plain, honest inen knew hny\‘r,m
appreciate.— The Rev. Dr. kmery’s k.piscopal Cone
lroversy.

Ax Irisa Pareriarcu.—The June number of the
Wesleyan Magazine notices the death of the Rey.
Gideon Qusiey, one of the nost extruordinary men of
the first Centenary of Methodian, more than thsee-
fourths of which he lived to sce. .He was libecally
educated, self-denying, and zealous ; preaching to the
native Irish in their vernacular tongue, on adl occa
sions, in season and out of season.
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