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any special form whatso-

are themsolves, individually, the su
preme  judges of religious doctrine,
and who in acting on this belief have
learned to regard anything contrary
thereto as error and a usurpation, will
that belief and
aceept another which would necessitate

all at once change
an entirely new mode of religious life.

Uhe consideration of these realities
indicates to us the probable nature of
the raply which the Congregationalists
will send to the Pope. It may be
conrteous, and it probably will express
tho kindliest feeling toward the Holy
Fathor, The spirit of the discussion
of the resolution was kindly, and the
motive which induced the union to
adopt was exprossed with kindliness
»v the mover, who said that the Pope's
invitation i¢ courteous, auvd deserved a
courteous answer ; but we cannot ex
pect that the union will go further
than to declare that, while it would be
glad to see Christian unity restored, it
cannot entertain the thought of such
anity on the basis of acceptance of the
authority of the Pope and of Catholic
doctrine,

It is, nevertheless, a great gain that
the Pope should be spoken of at all in
kindness in such an assemblage. A

atic instruetion being given during
school hours : therefore be it resolved
“That it be referred to a Committee

whose parents or guardians object to
their attendance at any religious in-
struction so givenshall be exempt there-
from, but shall be instructed in morals.
A letter which has been jublished
by the Secretavies of the Synod in con
nection with this resslution informs us
that a further resolution was passed in
structing them to transmit it to the
heads of the several religious bodies in
Ontario, requasting them to confer and
operate with the Anglican Committee
of Religious Instruction.

We notice that though it has been
announced that ministers of several
denominations have been written to on
the subject, none of the prelates of the
Catholic Church are named in the list
of those to whom the document was
sent : but we are told, in a somewhat
cavalier like style, that thy Secrotaries
will be glad to send a copy to “any
officer or head of a religious commun-
jon not represented by the foregoing
list of names."”

The socretaries awp very kind! It
can scarcely be supposed that the omis-
sion was entirely accidental, as Catho-
lics, though a minority. . of the whole
population, are certainly a body of
some importance in Ontario, falling

Jie sentiment should be consuleed 5

hand know the intention of the gynod,
and if thcy have purposely passed over
the Catholic hierarchy, it would ap-

regard, they could, certainly, have
attained a Separate school system for
themselves at any time; but it was
always understood that they were, as
a body, satisfied with the existing
Public school system, which the gynod
has now declared to be defective be-
cause of its making no sufficient pro-
vision for systematic religious instruc-
tion.

We perceive the difliculty of carry-
ing out the proposal of the synod to
have several classes for religious in-
struction going on simultaneously,
where the schools are attended by chil
dren of various creeds, as is almost
universally the case in Ontario. We
believe the proposal in this form to be
impracticable. What may be practi-
cable is matter for future considera-
tion : but we cannot for a moment im-
agine that the Ontario Government
will consent to make any such radical
change as is here proposed without
consulting those who ought to be con-
sulted.

The religious bodies which are pro-
posed to be consulted are the Presby-
terians, Methodists, and perhaps
Baptists and Congregationalists. As
all these bodies have put on record

The Chairmanship of the various

denominations of Chris-
tians shall be represented in turn.
Awmong those who will preside, we

the largest

of Christianity will be treated by
prominent Protestant clergymen.
Wehold very decisive views that
Christian unity can be attained only
through submission to the divinely
appointed Head of the Church ; yet
we are pleased to find that on an
occasion like that offered by the hold-
ing of the Pan-American Congress,
Protestants of a representative charac-
ter should give their views as to the
possibility that a union of Chris-
tians may take place. We trust that
by so doing the way may be cleared
by the removal of some of the chief
obstacles thereto, which consist for the
most part of the deep prejudices
against the Catholic Church which
have been inculcated in the minds of
many from their infancy, and in the
misrepresentations of Catholic doc
trine which are so common among
anti-Catholic polemical writers. If
the Congress does something toward
the removal of these prejudices and
misrepresentations, a great and good
work shall have been effected by it.
The matter of Education will also be
fully treated during the congress, and
among the subjects under this title

recogunition of famous men must net be

a pleasure to note demonstrations of
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a great epoch, and Cromwell a great | 17th instant, when his Lordship Bishop

ru'er, with a great pelicy at home and | Sweeney, of St. John, N.

abroad, and that the matter should be

»n basainy
D., returned

to his diocese after having paid a visit

¢« Cromwell had played the part of a
treacherous brute, and Sir William
Harcourt had identified himself with
many of Cromwell's actions.”

The language was strong : perhaps
more so than parliamentary etiquette
would justify ; but it was at least truth-
ful, and some vigor of expression was
needed to show the indignation of
Irishmen against a proposal to insult
Ireland by honoring the tyrant and
regicide whose memory is justly re-
garded there with detestation ; and the
fact that when the motion for the statue
came up for final action, it was de-
feated by 220 to 83, shows that the
Government could not bring its Eng-
lish supporters to sustain it, any more
than the Irish Nationalists. This re-
sult was received by the house with
general cheering, and much jeering
at the Government from the Opposition
and the Irish Nationalists.

The final test vote was taken on Mr.
Justin McCarthy’s motion to reduce the
grant by £500, This was the motion
which was carried, and which the Gov-
ernment regarded as equivalent to a
refusal to erect the statue at all. The
proposition to do so was therefore
withdrawn.

vouchsafed him to continue the good
work.

A ~NoraBLE exhibition of intolerance
occurred lately in Buffalo. Rev.
Father Cronin, editor of the Buffalo
Union and Times, was appointed to
read the Declaration of Independence
on the 4th July. Honors of this kind
are nothing new to Father Cronin, as
he is a favorite with the people of
Buffaio, and on many a similar occa-
sion has be been called upon todo the
honors. The A. P. A. and associations
akin to it entered a solemn protest
against a priest being allowed to read
the Declaration of Independence.
Father Cronin will read it, however,
and the occasion will be all the more
glorious if the unlovely A. P. A, ele-
ment remain away.

IN ALL the conferences recently held
by our separated brethren throughout
the country not one word was said con-
cerning the Protestant Protective Asso-
ciation. The existence of such a body
might surely have been cause for
serious thought. May we not reason-
ably claim that the utterances of tke
extremists in these bodies have been
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remembered that the Catholics are the | t° be insisted on, and that this|ples L.L. D, President of Haverford| The final and decisive action of the | The old, old hatred of everything

¢ the man of sin,” and we may take

the change as an iudication that the only body in the Province which has should be made obligatory, we doubt | College, Penn., will deal with this| Manitoba Legislature on the school | Catholic crops out once in a while in
antipathy to Catholics aund to the Pope ' unequivocally asserted the very prin- | Very much whether this change can | matter. : question was taken on the 19th inst., | the discussions. The reports are pub-
which has been so intense is fast wear- ciple which it ie (ostensibly) desired be made satisfactorily even to Angli-| There are many subjects to be | the memorial being adopted in reply to | lished in the newspapers, and as a con-

ing itselt out, and that there is now at
feant some disp sition to listen to rea-

sot it regard to the claims of the Catk-
olic Jhurch.  The time may come when
t . authoity of the Pope will be gen-

to maintain, the omission is all the
more remarkable.

We have said that the principle
asserted in the preamble of the resolu-
tion is wmaintained by Cathoiics: but

cans ; but-as far as Catholics are con-
cyrned, it will not be satistactory,
| especially if it be thought for a moment
| that any such plan is to be substituted
' for the existing Separate school system

treated on which it is possible for Cath-
olics and Protestants to co-operate for
the common good, and we have no

the remedial order of the Dominion
Government, whereby an absolute re-
fusal is given to act upon the order.

s:quence many a man is filled with a
dislike for his neighbors who profess
the Catholic faith. We say in all

doubt all these will be ably handled by
the gentlemen who are to deal wi lls

Premier Greenway made the motion

seriousness to our Protestant friends,
to adopt the memorial, and was

that a term should be put to this

e-.\ly recoguized in England, but we there may be something in the details " of the Province. them, as they n’re all schialists on the | geconded by Attorney-General Sifton, | nonsense. A man  who -profesces
¢ a0t expect that this will be the case which do mnot accord with our views. | Catholies have been systematically particular subjects which have been . who delivered a speech which would be to be a servant of God should
fmraaiately ¢ s this is the view of Tt is precisely for the purpose of recon- miscepresented as  aiming at the apportioned to them for treatment. deemed very appropriate on a 12th 'make it his  life's  ‘business

the matter which is taken by the Eng-
1 o.tiaie prose. Thus a late isive
of the Liverpool Catholic T'imes says ¢

ciling practical differences, and re-
moving obstacles to co-operation, thAt
conferences such as that proposed by

destruction of the Puablic school system.

They have not desired anything of

the kind, but we would like to ask :

\We trust that the results of the Con-
gress will be beneficial, and from the
high character of those who will take

July platform, but which

was  to promdote harmony amongst the

scarcely suited to the atmosphere of a ' people. One who wears the livery of
deliberative assembly representing a heaven while misrepresenting and

-




