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THE HIDDEN HAND
There ie a Hidden Hand ever work­

ing against the Church of God. 
Satan did not cease operations when 
he suéceeded in bringing about the 
fall of our first parents or when he 
failed in his attempts to seduce the 
Sou of Man in the desert. The gates 
of Hell shall never prevail against 
the Church, but though they will 
never prevail they will always fight 
until the last trump is sounded and 
the Church Militant is merged in the 
Church Triumphant.

It is not a matter for anxiety that 
the Catholic Church ie attacked ; our 
anxiety would be if she weré not at­
tacked, for then indeed would proph­
ecies be made void. “ If the world 
hate you," said our Blessed Lord in 
His last discourse to His chosen 
friends, “ know ye that it hath hated 
Me before you. If you bad been of 
the world, the world would love its 
own ; but because you are not of the 
world, but 1 have chosen you out of 
the world, therefore the world hateth 
you. Remember My word that I 
said to you : The servant is not 
greater than his master. It they 
have persecuted Me they will perse­
cute you also.”

The greater the vitality of Catholic 
life the more will the enemy rage. 
Calumny and persecution is the 
Catholic birthright and woe to us 
when we lose it ! The Hidden Hand 
ever working against the Church is 
that of Satan, but Satan knows how 
to league himself with men and to 
turn their purposes to his own. 
Sometimes it is politicians, ambitious 
to snatch a party victory, who do the 
Devil's work of arousing sectarian 
fanaticism and of debasing the name 
of religion by making it a synonym 
for bigotry and hatred and all un­
charitableness. We have had a sad 
experience in Canada of the work of 
these politicians. But there ie a 
Devil’s drive against the Church now 
going on which cannot be accounted 
for by political considerations. It is 
German agents who are now back of 
the anti-Catholic forces, for Germany 
knows that religious dissensions in 
Canada are the surest means of dis­
tracting the mind and dissipating 
the strength of the country in this 
great crisis of the War. What would 
the Kaiser give to have a Kultur- 
kampf raging in the British Empire 
during the next six months ! It 
would be worth more than a lleet of 
U Boats to Germany. The Germans 
coquet with Mohammedanism in 
Turkey, with Catholicism in Spain, 
and with the baser kinds of Protes­
tantism in the United States and 
Canada.

POISON AMONG OUR SOLDIERS 
The latest manifestation of the 

working of the Hidden Hand, pro- 
German and Satanic, is the circula­
tion among Canadian soldiers of a 
foul forgery which pretends to be an 
oath taken by the Knights of Colum­
bus. This circulation follows close 
on the anti-Jesuit agitation at Guelph 
and has been most active among the 
soldiers of the London Military Dis­
trict in which Guelph is situated. A 
soldier brought a printed copy of this 
cowardly libel into the office of The 
Catholic Record. Much against 
our taste we publish the disgusting 
thing in our news columns this week 
because we believe that publicity is 
the speediest way of scotching a 
conspiracy that is a menace to the 
morale of our Army. Of course, the 
absurdity as well as the malignity of 
this bogus oath ought to be apparent 
to all reasonable men, and we are sure 
that soldiers as a body will be the 
least disposed of all men to give cred­
ence to the wild nonsense that! is 
being secretly propagated among

“Are our Roman Catholic friends 
aware that what ie represented to be 
a copy of the obligation taken at in­
itiation of a member of the Kaights 
of Columbus has been circulated in 
printed form? I know nothing of 
the extent to which this sheet has 
been distributed, but a copy was 
handed to me one day last month, 
and several other men present also 
received a copy. 1 certainly was 
astonished to read the shocking 
pledge enumerated on the sheet. IE 
members of the Knights of Columbus 
subscribe to these, and if the Jesuit 
oath resembles the K. of C. certainly 
Rev. Mr. Spence was quite moderate 
in the statements made. I do not 
know that this sheet was in any way 
the foundation of his remarks, bub 
unprejudiced and unbiased) men are 
more or less influenced by the circu 
lation of such literature.”

It is humiliating to our common 
human nature to have to admit it, 
but it is a fact that the circulation 
of such literature does influence -the 
ordinary man. Aa a clergyman, Mr. 
Snell must be of more than average 
education, yet he does not reject as 
incredible the statement that Knights 
of Columbus, ordinary Catholic busi­
ness men, butchers, bakers and 
candle stick makers, take an oath 
that they will go to the jungles of 
India if they are told to do so, and 
that they will wage relentless war 
against Protestants, hanging and 
flaying and burning them, ripping up 
women and crushing the heads of 
infants against the walls 1 The fair- 
minded, courteously speaking Rev- 
Mr. Snell thinks it astonishing and 
shocking that Catholic men should 
pledge themselves to these horrors, 
but he does not think it impossible. 
He politely intimates that he is will­
ing to hear what evidence the 
Knights of Columbus and the Society 
of Jesus may have to bring in their 
defence. We apologize to our read­
ers for placing this noxious stuff 
before their eyes, but it is necessary 
to the discharge of a public duty.

THE OLD, FOUL FRAUD 
In the form in which the bogus 

oath is now being circulated every 
literate person will see glaring gram­
matical errors and every parson 
who knows a little history will ob­
serve absurd anachronisms. It is 
headed “ Obligation of the Knights 
of Columbus,” bub there is nothing 
that could be remotely applicable to 
the Knights of Columbus until near­
ly the end of the document. The 
clumsy author seems to have got 
hold of some old forgery foisted on the 
Jesuits and to have added thereto sev­
eral mercantile and electioneering 
paragraphs that might be adaptable 
to modern American conditions. In 
terms it is the same so-called oath 
that has been in circulation for 
years, but which has generally been 
attributed not indiscriminately to all 
the Knights of Columbus, but only 
to those taking the Fourth Degree. 
However, the question of origins is 
not important. It goes without say­
ing that the printed copy now being 
circulated among Canadian soldiers 
bears no imprint or any other clue 
that would enable the police to get 
on the track of the libellers. All 
Catholics can do is to tell Rev. Mr. 
Snell and other Protestants, open- 
minded like him, that no Knights of 
Columbus, Fourth Degree or any 
other degree, no Jesuits, no 
Catholics of any sort would 
take an oath of the kind 
being circulated. No Catholic order 
has secret oaths. The Knights of 
Columbus have no oaths of any kind; 
they have, like a host of non-Catho- 
olic societies, a secret ritual which 
includes certain obligations or prom­
ises, but even thoso are secret only 
in a very restricted sense. They 
have several times been submitted 
to Courts of Justice, to Protestant 
editors and other public men, and 
the obligation of the Fourth Degree, 
the most exclusive degree in the 
Order, has often been published 
broadcast in the press, in order to 
refute the calumny in its old form 
that it was the Knights of t-he Fourth 
Degree who took the monstrous 
oath that the Rev. Mr. Snell now 
refers to.

EXPOSED AT RENFREW 
Less than three years aqo this 

bogus oath, which had been circu­
lated for a long time previous in 
Ontario, was thoroughly investigated 
in Renfrew through the action of the 
parish priest of Renfrew, Father F. 
L. French, who asked four Protest­
ant citizens, including the Mayor of 
the town and the editor of the Ren-
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frew Mercury, to go into the question 
and to issue a statement on their 
findings. The result of the investi­
gation was published in The Renfrew 
Meroury of Nov. 26Sh, 1915, and was 
reprinted in The Oathblig Recoud 
of Dec. 11th, 1916. The following is 
the concluding part of the statement 
of the four Renfrew investigator» :

“ That we were quite satisfied in 
our minds on reading the alleged 
oath that the Roman Catholic men 
in Renfrew were never asked to take 
any such oath and that they would 
not have done so :

“ That by trials before the Courts 
of the United States and Newfound­
land it has been amply demonstra 
ted that the alleged oath ie a libel 
on our Roman Catholic neighboure, 
and that those who circulated it are 
either wilfully bearers of false wit 
nese against their neighbours, for 
mean purposes, or woefully misled 
by prejudice :

“ And that if any of our Protestant 
neighbours have had in their minds 
the idea that the members of the 
Knights of Columbus do take any 
such oath they can confidently dis­
miss such idea from their minds.

“ In concluding this report we 
venture to add the opinion that 
principles of good citizenship will 
lead us all to minimize the differ 
ences between people of Protestant 
and Roman Catholic faith ; treating 
the honest religious opinions of one 
another with respect even it strong- 

! ly differing from them ; and disre 
garding the tittle-tattle that is set 
afloat in every community by those 
of both faiths whose mental outlook 
is narrow—or whose time is not 
fully occupied and who thus become 
double-breeders. Let us treat one 
another honestly. No gain can come 
to Protestantism or good citizenship 
through the circulation of such false 
documents as this bogus K. of C. 
oath, and nothing that could happen 
would more quickly destroy the 
llonfan Catholic faith than have pre­
sented to its members such a docu­
ment in this era of intelligence.”

D. Barr, sr.
W. E. Smallfield 
Jas. Mann, M. D.
G. G. McNab

Renfrew, Oct. 25th, 1915.

DISCREDITED IN THE COURTS
The Renfrew investigators had 

before them the facts of a law court 
case in Minnesota where E. M. Law­
less, editor of the Waterville Sen­
tinel, sued A. M. and G. E. Morrison, 
of the Mankato Morning Journal for 
libel in charging Lawless with hav­
ing taken this alleged Knights of 
Columbus oath. The jurv returned 
a verdict thi* the Morrisons had 
libelled Lawless inasmuch as the 
evidence proved that the Knights of 
Columbus had no such oath or pledge 
as that attributed to them.

Another case was tried in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, in which a 
Charles A. Swift was charged with 
criminal libel in having circulated 
the alleged oath. Swift made com­
plete apologies when he found that 
he had been deceived in believing 
the oath genuine and the complain­
ant then did not press the criminal 
charge against him.

A third case was in Philadelphia 
where the Knights of Columbus sued 
Charles Megonegal and Clarence H. 
Stage for printing and circulating 
the alleged oath. The lawyer of the 
defendants wrote to that notorious 
anti-Catholic paper, The Menace, 
from which Megonegal had secured 
the oath, for evidence that it was an 
oath really used by the Knights of 
Columbus. The Menace, in reply to 
the lawyer, Mr. L. N. King, of Phila­
delphia, admitted it was not in pos­
session of the K. of C. secret work, 
that statements to the contrary 
which The Menace had previously 
made were “ somewhat of a bluff,’’ 
and that it had no evidence at all 
that the oath was taken by the 
Knights of Columbus. This letter 
from The Menace was dated March 
5th, 1918.

In the year 1914 the Knights of 
Columbus of California placed in the 
hands of four prominent Freemasons 
of Los Angeles all the ritual and 
secret work of the Knights of Colum­
bus and the Masons issued a report 
saying they “ could find nothing in 
the entire ceremonials of the order 
that could be objected to by any 
person.” All these casds in Califor­
nia, in Philadelphia, in Minnesota 
and in Newfoundland were investi­
gated by the Renfrew gentlemen 
above-mentioned and they published 
in their report the evidence proving 
that the so-called oath was nothing 
but a contemptible libel.

FOR WHAT MOTIVES ?
In the letter written by The Menace 

to Mr. L. N. King, the Philadelphia 
lawyer who figured in one of the libel 
actions arising out of the circulation 
of the alleged oath, that paper said : 
“ The alleged oath which your clients 
in Philadelphia were arrested for 
distributing was circulated in practi­
cally every State during the last cam­

paign," This shows political motives
for the libel and the Renfrew investi­
gators were of the opinion that thoee 
were the principal motives. The 
Renfrew report said :

“ There was placed in the hands of 
the feur Protestant investigators a 
record of several Court cases in the 
United States in which Knights of 
Colmnbue who had been accused ef 
taking this ‘oath’ had carried the 
matter to the courts to vindicate 
themselves ; and it became evident 
that the object of the saddling ef 
this atrocious oath on the Knights of 
Columbus was for political purposes ; 
to endeavor to erect and keep up 
religious prejudices which would 
affect the fortunes of political parties, 
and there is not lacking ground for 
belief that that same ignoble purpeee 
is at the bottom of the circulation of 
this alleged oath in Canada : that 
those responsible for its circulation 
are political manipulators or their 
tools, not of one party or the other 
solely, but by self appointed repre 
seutatires of beth parties as local 
circumstances might make it seem 
profitable in a partizan sense.”

This opinion of the Renfrew inves­
tigators on the motives of those who 
circulate the libel is entitled to 
respect, but we ourselves do not 
think it represents the whole truth. 
There is too much evidence that 
sectarian hatred of Catholicism as 
well as political partizanship keeps 
this campaign of calumny alive. It 
ie impossible to believe that any 
political party in Canada is sending 
this mischief-making document to 
Canadian soldiers ab the present 
time. Yet some one is sending it. 
That some one must be an enemy of 
Canada as well as of the Catholic 
Church, for the stirring up of religi­
ous strife in this country is the best 
service anyone could render to the 
Kaiser, and the worst that could be 
rendered to the Empire. Let Pro­
testants look for the Hidden Hand.

The bogus oath is about as gio 
tesque and impossible a thing as any 
man outside or inside a lunatic 
asylum could dream. It ought to 
arouse nothing but contempt among 
Protestants. Yet we know that this 
monstrous folly is believed. A large 
number of Protestants will believe 
anything that is evil against the 
Catholic Church, literally anything 
that is evil.

THE VOCATION OF THE 
SOLDIER

There is a line in Kipling to the 
effect that soldiers in barracks are 
not all plaster saints. A great deal 
of nonsense is constantly being pub­
lished about the conduct of soldiers. 
By the alarmists the most shocking 
suggestions are made. By the apolo­
gists a picture is painted too good to 
be true. There are special tempta­
tions incidental to a soldier’s life 
just as there are special occasions 
for virtue in. that life. And it is in 
keeping with Catholic theology to 
believe that Providence gives the 
special graces needed to meet the 
special temptations of any particular 
state of life. The military state is 
one that Christianity has consecrated. 
“Two hands,” wrote Louis Veuillot, 
“ have founded France ; two hands 
have raised and maintained it in its 
splendours : two hands have always 
rescued it when it has fallen, the 
hand of the priest and the hand of 
the soldier ” What Veuillot said of 
France may be said of Christendom. 
For several centuries the very ex­
pression “to take the cross” meant 
to take the sword, to enlist in the 
armies that were holding Western 
Europe for Christianity and civiliza­
tion against the forces of Mahomet. 
The profession of arms was only less 
high than the life of religion, and 
indeed there were some famous 
orders raised up by the Church, such 
as the Knights Templars, which 
united the religious with the mili­
tary life. It wai with reason 
Veuillot said, “Piety in the military 
state is the perfection of courage and 
of discipline.” And De Maistre, 
another great Catholic writer says : 
“No two things in this world are 
more in accord with each other than 
the religious spirit and the military 
spirit.” This is because, again in 
the words of Veuillot ; “The priest 
and the soldier have for their first 
law, obedience, for their first duty, 
fidelity, for their chief characteristic, 
sacrifice. They belong not to them­
selves ; they each belong specially to 
something that merits boundless 
love : the one belongs to the Church 
and the other to the Fatherland ; 
and at the same time each belongs 
to both.” It is beyond doubt that 
the life of the soldier presents dan­
gers to souls as well as occasions for 
the most magnificent virtue. The 
soldier netds and has a right to our 
prayers that he may fulfill the duties 
of his state of life. The life of the 
Christian soldier is one of the high­
est of vocations.

NOTES AND COMMENTS 
Ik the meddlesome bueybodiee who 

developed eo voracious an appetite 
for “slackers” in regard te the 
Guelph Novitiate had devoted one- 
tenth the energy to looking ever the 

Twelfth ” parade in Toronto they 
might not have had to go te bed on 
empty etoraache.

One of the conditions of settle­
ment of the Civic Eaaployeee strike 
in Toronto was that while the etrik- 
ere were te report fer duty on the 
morning ef the “Twelfth,” the day was 
to be observed as a holiday as usual. 
Why not call the Civic Employees 
Union a “lodge " at once and be done 
with it ?

Commenting on Lt. Col. Machin’s 
allegations against the Methodist 
Church in Ontario in connection with 
the Jesuit Novitiate affair, the Chris­
tian Guardian says : “ In this state­
ment he forgets his political troubles 
and gives vent to his religious big­
otry in words, the like of which we 
cannot recall in any public utter­
ance save some of the professional 
advocates of the liquor traffic."

As an Anglican Col. Machin doubt­
less had his own reasons for what he 
said. This, however, is no affair of 
ours. But, in this matter of vituper 
ative language we suggest that the 
editor of the Guardian might to his 
own great profit devote an hour or 
two to prayerful examination of his 
own fyles. He would then find that 
Col. Machin,» in whatever light his 
view of Ontario Methodism may be 
regarded, has a long long way to 
travel ere, in the choice of offensive 
epithets, he can hope to rival the 
Christian Guardian’s many gratuit­
ous and unprovoked aspersions upon 
Catholics.

We cull the following from the 
columns of the Canadian Church­
man :

“ The controversy that has arisen 
over the Jesuit Novitiate in Guelph, 
is not likely to eventuate in any 
great gain in the promotion of the 
War or the promotion of an entente 
cordiale between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics in this country. 
The trouble centres on the assump­
tion that the term divinity student 
means the same thing in the Roman 
Catholic and Protestant Churches. 
On this assumption a section of the 
community loudly demanded that 
the Military Service Act should not 
exempt divinity students from mili­
tary service. This was readily as­
sented to by the leaders of the 
Roman Catholic Church, for already 
exemption was provided for the 
members of religious orders or com­
munities. Under this heading prac 
tically all divinity students take their 
places in the Roman Communion. 
The question of the conscripting of 
students preparing for the sacred 
ministry, therefore, lost all interest 
for them because they knew that all 
their men were exempt, and it was 
not their business to look after the 
interests of Protestants.”

“Certain clergy of Guelph," the 
Churchman continues, “ apparently 
failed to recognize this distinction, 
and thought that the Protestant con­
ception of wha!i constitutes a divin­
ity student should apply to the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is man­
ifestly now too lata to plead ignor­
ance of this subtle distinction and 
cast the reproach of unfairness upon 
either the Government or Jesuit 
order for the exemption that is 
theirs and not ours. The Govern­
ment wanted to exempt our students 
but pressure was brought to bear 
upon it from Ontario against such a 
provision. It was evidently thought 
that in this way large numbers of 
students in the Roman Catholic 
Seminaries would be brought under 
the act. If Protestants have over­
reached themselves in thus attempt­
ing to secure students from the 
Roman institutions, it is hardly wise 
to fly into a rage and blame both 
the Government and the Church for 
evasion of public duty. The way to 
secure equality of obligation and 
service is to amend the law either 
to exempt our theological students 
or bring all male members of relig­
ious communities who are nob ad­
vanced to the full order of the priest­
hood under the act.”

These are judicious and com­
mendable words, in full harmony 
with those of several Anglican 
clergymen thraughout the Province 
in the same connection, and if taken 
by themselves might be accepted as 
an intimation of reasonableness and 
large-mindedness on the part of the 
Churchman’s editor. We eo accept­
ed them on first reading. It was 
with somewhat of a shock, therefore, 
when in the same issue we stumbled 
upon this choice morsel :

“ It is not our intention to discuss 
the situation of Guelph in relation to

the charges made against the Jesuit 
Novitiate. This and similar matters 
can very well be allowed to stand 
over until the War ends. There will 
be plenty of time then to deal with 
all such questions which if dis­
cussed mow serve mainly to draw 
attentien away from the greater 
ieeuee at etake. The attempt on the 
part of the Reman Church, from the 
Pepe down, to play the neutral, and 
the indifference ef ee many of its 
members so evident in all parte of 
Canada, will not be forgetten.”

It would be idle to waste com­
ment upon vicious calumny of this 
kind. From the very beginning of 
the War every resource of human 
ingenuity has been resorted to to 
embarass the Pope, and to force him 
into some word or act which would 
tend to compromise his position as 
Head of the Church. That the con­
spiracy has been unsuccessful is 
apparent to all. The Pope’s attitude 
in the War will bear the whitest 
light of examination, and when 
Peace is once more restored to the 
world, and the events of the last 
four years come to be weighed in the 
balance of hietory it will be seen 
that the Allied cause has had no 
warmer or more disinterested friend 
than he. Until that time comes, 
and the scroll ie unrolled, we can 
afford to bide the issue in calmness 
and confidence. The Pope lives not 
for the day but for all time.

As to the Churchman's contempt­
ible insinuation against Canadian 
Catholics, that too can await the 
issue of events. The story of Que 
bec, for example, has yet to be told. 
We quite agree with the Churchman 
that on this score matters can now 
very well stand until the War is over. 
The business before the country 
now is to bring the conflict to a suc­
cessful conclusion. The Catholics 
of Canada have done their share and 
more than their share, to this end, 
and. yielding to none in the measure 
of their patriotism, can look the 
verdict of history in the face without 
a tremor.

While irresponsible parsons 
have been striving with all their 
might to traduce the Jesuits, mem­
bers of that illustrious Society con­
tinue to serve the cause of Peace 
through Victory. A Jesuit institu­
tion, Loyola University, Chicago, has 
quite recently made an important 
contribution to the resources of the 
Allies. It is a combination which 
produces glycerine, that commodity 
so essential in the manufacture of 
high explosives as well as in the 
treatment of wounds.

A shortage of glycerine has been 
threatened because of War's huge 
demands. Its price is, therefore, 
now abnormal, and almost prohibit­
ive. By the use of the Loyola for­
mula the same substance can be pro­
duced for the merest fraction of its 
present coat. The discovery was 
made by Rev. Edward J. Calhoun, 
S. J., an instructor in Chemistry at 
the university, who has been work- 
ing on it since the beginning of the 
War. He has now placed it at the 
disposal of the War Department at 
Washington, as his contribution to 
the great cause. Perhaps some in­
genious zealot will see in this a 
manifestation of pro-Germanism.

ON THE BATTLE LINE
The French made a notable local 

advance yesterday on the west bank 
of the River Avre at the point where 
the Germans were nearest to Amiens. 
Along a three-mile front, between 
the wood and village of Castel and 
the town of Mailly-ltaineval on the 
south, they penetrated the enemy’s 
lines to a depth of more than a mile. 
Five hundred prisoners were taken, 
but the territory gained was in this 
case more important than the cap­
ture of many prisoners. The enemy, 
by their defeat, are placed at a dis­
tinct disadvantage in any further 
advance westward toward Amiens on 
this part of the front.

The British raids and local ad 
vanoes along the Bailleul sector con­
tinue. At Merris a local engagement 
yielded 120 prisoners and ten mach­
ine fcgune. Berlin speaks of these 
engagements as strong thrusts and 
frequent reconnaissances, but says 
they have all been repulsed.

The Albanian campaign gives 
uniform success to the Allies. The 
Italians have occupied Berat, and are 
continuing their advance on the 
coastal sector, where British moni­
tors and Italian destroyers are co­
operating with the troops on land. 
Fifteen guns of various sorts and two 
trench mortars are included in the 
spoils obtained in the evacuated 
Austrian position. Reports from 
Rome state that there aref in Albania 
many Serbs and Montenegrins, who 
are impatient to enter the struggle 
to reconquer their native countries.

Paris dealing with the French 
operations in Eastern Albania, states 
that French troops have cleared the
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whole mountainous region between 
the Devoli River and the Tom- 
orica with the exception of the 
heights which dominate the con­
fluence ef the two streams, where 
the Auetriane continue to reeiet. 
Over 400 prisoners have beea cap­
tured. The old Roman read frem 
Durazzo, which passes across Albania 
aad gives a through route frem the 
Adriatic to Southern Serbia and the 
Menaetir district of Macedonia, ie 
still in the hands of the Austrians, 
but progress for three more days at 
the present rate will remit in the 
cutting of this line of communication. 
Thereafter the Austrian retreat may 
easily become a disastrous affair, 
cernparable to that of the Serbs in 
1916. when thousands of weunded 
and famished men died in the track­
less mountains.—Globe, July 18.

THE LAWLESSNESS OF
TODAY

0 ---- .----
The Derry Journal. June 21 

With studied disregard of their 
own antecedent illegal proceedings, 
which have had and are having 
grave conseauences far the “safety 
of the realm, ' there is a tremendous 
fuss raised in the Tory Press and 
among Unionist politicians at West­
minster as to the “ state of lawless­
ness,” the “ conspiracies to defeat 
justice,” the “ plottings and boycot- 
tings ” now alleged to be rife in Ire­
land, and all said to be due to ex­
tremist Nationalism and Sinn Fein- 
ism. it is also charged by these 
self-iighteous critics that speeches 
advocating the use of physical force 
have been delivered, and that “ vio­
lence, terrorism and crime” prevails 
in Nationalist Ireland. At the out­
set these charges of prevalent “ vio­
lence, terrorism, and crime ” may be 
branded as absolutely false. Ireland 
ignoring very properly the foolish 
ebullitions of reckless feather beads 
in a few isolated difctricts is today a 
perfectly peaceful country. Its 
people in over whelming numbers, 
acting on their leaders' instructions, 
remain quiet, orderly, united, but 
constantly and rightly vigilant, fol­
lowing upon their adoption of the 
anti conscription pledge. The accu­
sations of widespread association 
with German agents are pure fudge, 
and are without the support of a jot 
of reliable evidence. But these 
charges serve as a stick with which 
to belabour this country and blacken 
its reputation among the democra­
cies of America and Australia. Audi 
the accusers have the nerve to “ sit 
in judgment” while overlooking 
their own amazing record and flam- 
ing example of the other year. Law­
lessness, indeed! What eminent 
Unionist lawyer is it who boasted 
amid acclaiming cheers of brigaded 
hundreds that he was “out to break 
every law that existed?” Need he 
be named ? Has Carsonism become 
a watchword to conjure with in 
British politics ? “ Ulster ” now ob­
jects to Sinn Fein. But, as Mrs. 
Stopford Green has pointed out in 
her trenchant pamphlet, has not 
“Ulster” made its own peculiar form 
of Sinn Fein and organised it scien­
tifically ? If the “Provisional Gov­
ernment” of the North lifts a voice of 
shocked indignation at the doings of 
Southern Sinn Fein it can with 
justice only reprove it for a single 
reason—for its inferior success in 
coercing the Imperial Government. 
But Sinn Feinism is now declared 
most daugerous to imperial welfare. 
Than militant Carsonism no policy 
could ba conceived more anti­
democratic, more vicious in in­
tent, or one that will perhaps 
in the long run be found more 
hurtful to Imperial interests. 
Its sinister effects are not yet so 
fully disclosed as to be adequately 
described. Some time before the 
outbreak of the world war even the 
1 England of slow perception” began 
to discern awkward consequences 
from the Careonite operations, and 
went some way in enunciating its 
apprehensions. Sir Edward Carson 
felt the t fleet and etege-artist like 
he was quick to adapt himself to the 
situation. After the harm was done 
he protested in terms superlative 
that nothing was further from his 
mind than “tampering with the 
army." His belated repudiation de­
ceived nobody who knows the facts, 
nor did it undo the mischief of which 
he was foremost in laying the seeds 
and the full crops of which is not 
yet reaped. In the month of July, 
1913, Lord Willoughby de Broke 
boasted in. the House of Lords that 
the Dube of Bedford had joined with 
him in forming a certain Le»gue“for 
the defense of Ulster and the Union." 
But two days later the Daily News 
disclosed the remarkable fact that 
this precious “League” web simply 
an organisation “for persuading 
British officers and soldiers to throw 
in their lot" with those in Ulster 
who were ready for rebellion. Not 
only that, but, speaking publicly in 
Antrim, Sir Edward Carson rejoiced 
that his followers “were daily getting 
promises of support from those who 
served their country in the ranks,” 
and he added, “to day we have a 
great general among us. And more 
than that, I can tell the Government 
we have pledges and promises from 
some of the greatest generals in the 
army.” But'special pleaders have 
since said that if there were any 
excitement or unsettlement in army 
ranks caused by the underminers of 
army discipline and obedience it was 
merely local and superficial, and 
its results stopped short within the 
radius of a few miles from the centres 
where the mischief was brewed. Is 
that really the case ? That full 
stock was taken in official Prussia 
of the disintegrating possibilities to 
flow from the audacious advocacy


