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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON

PALM SUNDAY
—_— R
THE LESSONS OF PALM SUNDAY

To-day's gospel contains many note-
worthy points, from which I will select
two for this morning's contemplation.
The first of these is that Christ, shortly
before He was crucified, rode through
the city of Jerusalem in a gracious and
friendly way mingling with the people,
even though He knew that the homage
and honor given Him that day would
prescntly changze ioto ridicule and
hatred, and tonat though that day He
was regarded as the Son of David, He
would in a few days be cast out of the
city as a great criminal, The second
point is the modesty of Christ in choos-
ing not stately horses, but an humble
ass on which to ride through Jerusalem,

(1) "he question why Christ shortly
before His death went into Jerusalem is
answered by St. Bernard saying that
this was done so that our Saviour's suf-
ferings would be even more severe, for
the same people that now acelaimed
Him would, io a few days, turn on Him
and condema Him to death on the Cross.
How different the words which greeted
Our Lord on Palm Sanday and on Good
Weidav, “Blessed is He that cometh in
the name of the Lord,” on the one day,
and “Cracify Him, erueify Him," oo the
other ! How different the thorns from
palm branches ! Oh ! may the children
of this world learn from the sudden
transformation that everything on this
« h is vaiu and perishable, that soon
worldly pleasures change into sorrow
and misery ! We often think our happi
1 anishes

ness vcomplete, when suddenly i

misfortune takes its

in Holy Seripture of a rich man

ic “I will pull down my barns,
1l build greater ; and into them
ill gather all things th are grown
nd my goods. And [ will say to

soul, thou hast much good

for many years, take
¢, and make
d to that soul

night do they require t :
wnd whose shall those things be which
¢ hast provided Luke xii, 18-20

\nd | da The
W s pleasures,
yu honey is

ve may
to-morrow
the death-bed of some
And yet there are many
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be hap 1 we may

dear

1t to aceomplish w
themsel
in caring for the salvation of their poor
souls, Oh, think of our Saviour, how He
was acelaimed in Jerusalem 1 only a
few days afterwards 10ut a8 a
criminal, ridiculed and disgraced, put to
death. Think of the perishableness of
earthly things and do not cling to them.
Strive for the kingdom of God and the
salvation of your immortal soul, g0 that
you may repent before it is too late to
redeem what you have lost.
(2) The second point is the humili

of Christ in entering Jerusalem. It was
to show us that it is not wealth or posi-

vas driv

tion that find favor with Him, but rather |

and a contrite spirit. There-
He sends

hamtilit)
fore during this paschal

His servants, the priests, to ch
humility of spirit and penance, and they
call out to us: “Now is the time to

work for the salv your immortal
soul. Do not delay, for suddenly God
i »all you, and if you die in your sins
n will be lost for all eternity.”

You have often heard these words, my
dear Christians, but of what avail ?
Have you after receiving the sacrament
of penance really freed your heart from
the bonds of sin ? Alas, no. There are
many that are tied with the bonds of sin

and are slaves to sinfal habits. Yh,
when do you intend to release yourself
from this bondage? Remember that

Jesus irist sacrificed His precious
blood for your souls, and do not make
them rlaves of t devil, Have mercy
on your poor souls. The Yy I8 ap

proaching when we shall celebrate the
rory of the Sacred Passion. Let not
time pass without an effort to re-

vour souls from the bonds of sin.
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Wash Those Pimples Off
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