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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON.

Third Sunday of Advent,

JOY IN GOD'S BLESSINGS,

Rejoice in the Lord always : again |
tle of th la

Brethren : It seems to me like a re-
proaeh from God that we should have to
be reminded to rejoice. It is as if a
friend made you a handsome present and,
observing your ingratitude, requested
and urged you again to be thankful,
Blessed is the man who remembers—the
man who is thankful for favors received,
for there is much in that remembrance
to make the heart thoughtful, cheerful,
hopeful,

Now, Catholiec men and women, living
in a Catholic atmosphere, you have
much to remember, much to be thankful
for and much to rejoice over. With the
prophet Isaias, you have good reason to

ay to vourselves: “I will remember
the tender mercies of the Lord,” and, re-
membering them, the command to * re-
joiee and again rejoice” will come home
to you with profitable results,

[ say it s like a reproach that Ctod
should have to eall upon us, as He does
in the first words of the holy Mass to-
day, to rejoice, And why?
a matter of fa o, we do not rejoice hall
enough over the blessings God is con-
stantly hestowing on us, 1 take it for
p,r:mh'-nl that these words are spoken to
Catholics who have the great and ines-
timable privilege of living in a Catholic
atmosphere, of living where they have
ample opportunitios of attending Mass,
of hearing the Word of God, of having
every desire of their Catholie hearts
fulfilled —and to such Catholies, I main-
tain, it is a reproach that God should be
obliged to command them to rejoice,
And, brethren, is it not too true that we
do not rejoice as we should over these
advantazes and blessings God hestows
Who are we ? What are we
fellow-men  that we

Beeause as

|

upon us?

better than our
should enjoy the many blessings of
which they are in part or wholly de-

ereat sacrifice
to walk a ibbend Mass at
any hour we please, while there are
thousands of Christians who rejoice to
hear Mass even though they have to
travel miles joy this blessed privil-
They who really make the sacri-
while we sluggards fancy
hings if we fulfil the

think it a
v hlocks to

prived? W

to e

ego,
fice rejoie
we are doing great
srdinary and easy du s of religion,

No wonder, then, that God would be
abliged to command us to rejoice. We
are fools and ingreates if we do not, be-

cause of the advantages that are at our

vory doors. We seldom realize them |
until we are deprived of them, as the
man who never realizes the value of

monew until he feels the pangsof hunger
and discovers that he has not the means

to supply his wants., Oh! God forbid
that we should be uugrateful, for we

abundant  reasons to rejoice,
hrethren, of all that God i~‘
You might have been an
been brought

-"vl\'l‘
Think, my
doing for vou.
outeast; vou might have
up without the faith ;
might have placed you where the conso-
lations of religion would be removed far
from yvou —all these you have, the faith,
the sacraments, thie Mass, the frequent
hearing of the Word of God ~in
yvou have the Emmanuel, God with you
;Illll with all have
reason to rejoice,

Be jovons, then, from the bottom of

circumsbances

these blessings you

| confidants of priests in their spiritual

| one Church to secure that end.

vour hearts: he thankful for the oppor-
tunities placed at your disposal ; and Z!“
ab timos the difficulties you encounter
disconraze vou, azain [ say, rejoice and
think of those who have all these same
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ligion. Get a little catechism; read and
study it, Get a copy of “ The Faith of
Our Fathers,” by Cardinal Gibbons, to
supplement your study and ground you
in the proofs,

Before you can becomea Catholic and
be baptized, you must believe, you must
have faith in Christ and in the teachings
of His Holy,Church, That faith is a
most. precious gift of God to you, but
you must be disposed in mind to accept
it and believe. Be careful that you do
not obscure the light of faith coming to
you, and that you refuse it not when it
comes. Let nothing tempt you to wait
or delay when the gift comes. It may
never be offered again, and you may be
eternally responsible for the call. 1t is
a most serious mistake to allow worldly
considerations to interfere in your con-
version to God,

Question—* Can non-members of the

Catholie Church go to confession to a
priest?”
Answer—Non-Catholics can  and

often do go to confession to a priest, but
they cannot receive thesacrament and do
not receive absolution, They often make

ufairs and receive much good advice
and help, and it is often a means of grace
which finally brings them into the
Church to receive all the graces of the
sacraments,

Question—* Are not all
working for the same end?"

Answer—If a canvass were taken, it
may be doubted if all the churches
would return the same answer. On
general principles they all may be sup-
posed to be working for the same end
in theory, and some of them no doubt
in good faith, But it must also be as-
sumed as certain that Christ had but one
end in view, and that He adopted but
He had
but one truth and one object, and
though it must be attained in various
ways and by various means, we must be
certain that He in His divine wisdom
provided His one Church with the
knowledge of all these ways and be-
stowed upon it all these means necese
sary in His end and ject,
The * other
man-made, and the
preference must be in favor of His plan.
Christ founded one Church to be the
salvation of all men. He could not be
the anthor of the conflicting theories of
to-day or of the various and contradict-
ing means we see outside of the Catholie
Church,

churches

mnd oh

Christ's plan is divine,
churches” are but

OUR S”OILED WALLS.

Mauy of the readers of the
Recorp, both la:

Caraoric
and eclerieal, are in-
terested in the preservation of the
purity of their white plaster walls,
while some have had painful experience
of the spoiling of mural decorations by
the appearance of dark bands upon the
frescoed surface,

The defacement of lath and plaster
walls and ceilings by the laths showing
through is a common matter of com-
plaint.  Certainly the dark lines in
(uestion are very v sightly on a plain
white surface, but they are more than
unsightly when they appear upon a de-
corated surface. However, it is a mis-
take to suppose that these lines are due
to the laths showing through, In point
of fact, they really mark the intervals
between the laths, This assertion can
be easily verified by the prod of an awl,
but the explanation of the fact
need some reflection,

Few people appreciate at its fair value

may

difienltios without the advantages which :
vou enjov. Let your hearts be ,,H..‘|'lln~ unount of  ventilation that goes
with jov ou this mid-Sunday of Advent | through brick and plaster walls,  Air or
this season of expectancy, of hepes and | iy other gaseous substanee simply can-
ovs to be fulfilled. Lot the tender mer- [ not resist their natural tendency to
i e wed remind you of your | penetrate into the snmller than n:l«‘!'u—ll
et privilege, as well as duty, t ores that permeate most solids !
e always in the Lord Bl nmon ng :' ':u‘
it can get hight §
ol e Irom a '
QUESTION 30X has to pass through |
pressed briek ‘\‘,wl.v’n-:.!
VHAT MUST I DO TO ) { | w ,..‘l ‘."thc: ';_ y\':,,.;w j.‘\‘”.‘:::”;l |
) [ v topped. This easy passaze |
Question Suppose I wanted to be- | of air through dey unpainted hrick m.l'
come a Catholie and t ( . | plaster explains v hy the atmosphere of
tell me just what T shon we to do. | new edifices, halls and c¢hurches, main-
Answer—1 conld tell you that mueh | taius itself so muc h purer than .xl!nx‘llu-'
better in a personal interview, beeause | paint brush of the decorator has cheeked |
from vour question T can't st how | t1 desirable 1

IThare

the Ci

ong,
o8 outside

far von are 1re persons at
all dist
of them ve
off, and
where von are and what's the matter
with von to ans satisfactorily.
It yvour wateh is out of order, vou mas
look at it and poke at it, and your

ireh,

SOme
v near and some of them afar
v wonld havae to know just

VOP you

friends mav take a hand and work at it
for a week and then not know what's the
matter it or got il 1

Bat if von take it to th

you quiekly what’s the matter, cleans it

up and ¢ t rununing all right., Seo a
priest ee the experienced jewelor of
sonls,

In weral and in all cases T may say
You wonld have to pray, to study the
cateahism and tohelieve,

You wonld have to pray hard and por-

sistently to God for the grace of His
Holy Spivit to se¢ the trath, and
stroncth to accept it at all sacrifices

when seon. There ean be no true con-

version withont plenty of praver. “Ask
and von shall receive.” You ean do
nothing worthy of God without God's |
grace, and von must ask that hambly,
“No one ean come to Me unless the

Father draws him," says our Lord,
When Christ srted St

Panl, He first down on the

road to Damasceus and ove

nersonatly cony
threw him

rshadowed him

by the splendor of His majesty.  Then
Paul asked: * Who art Thou? “1am
Josus Whom thou  persecutest,”  And
Panl said ¢+ “ What wilt Thou have me

102" And Jesus told hi
Damasens to one who w
m in all the details.  Paal
(&) ) ‘\'\' HI d I‘l‘!’\““ l’
apostle of the Church. ¢
y yvou must ask, as St. Pau!l did ask

to 2o into

instruot
followed
rroatest

Tosng in praver, and ask vehemently:
“ What wilt Thon have me to do?" And
then do it with all your soul. Say one
Our Father and one Hail Mary daily,
and repeat uneeasingly “ Jesus, what

wilt Thou have mo to do

Having praved and humiliated yvour-
self, then seek a priest, who will instruet
you in the elements of the Catholic re-

wnd dranghtless s 1pply of
fresh air,

Harry Lauder

the great Scotch comedian, will

. — not bein Canadathis year, but he
may be heard on the Victor Gram-o-phone and in your
own home. The following Lauder selections are
particularly fine:

62001—I've Something in the Bottle
for the Morning.

620021 Love a Lassie.

62003 -Stop Your Tickling, Jock.

52008— Tobermory.

52009 - Killiecrankie.

58001 ~TheWedding of Sandy McNab.

The first five selections are 73c each and the last one $1.25.
Send for complete catalogue—free, . - a1

BERLINER GRAM-0-PHONE CO. OF CANADA LIMITED, . . MONTREAL.
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OF BOVRIL

or BOVRIL sandwiches, quickly rebuilds wasted
strergth, gives increased vitality to the system
and fortifies the body against many ailments.
Because BOVRIL yields more nourishment than
any other food.

BOVRIL is an invaluable diet for nursing mothers,
dyspepties, and all who show any predisposition
towards tubercular affections.

YUUR DEALER HAS IT OR CAN GET IT FOR YOU

n

news from the kitchen,

t

unsightly and sometimes so disastrous.
The splendid Mayer frescoes inthe Gesn
at Montreal barre

i
i

or less charged with a very varied and
unnameable
dust-laden air oozes throughthe plaster, |

IS no

is along the line between the laths that
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wall of a living room would afford ample
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secured by inserting seamle

the thickness of the plaster and bac ing | Pe foul with obseenity™ is the answer of
it with closc-jointed boar I'he new o R St
ready-made plates of pl I ght to | ™ — ———
be perfectly effective in this relation.
If builders understood the nature of the
trouble in question they would soon

fi

m
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ceiling will conduece to a pleasanter at- ; CRESOLENE AN'"SEP'"C TABLETS

— -’

1sphere, and a less general diffusion of A simple and effective remedy for

{ THROATS AND COUGHS
We may now undertake the explana- They combine the germicidal value of Cresolene

; ST T s Yo with the soothing properties of slippery elm and lico-
ion of the dark lines which are always | J//o" '{8 % druggist or from us, 10c in stamps.

Lzgyize, Miues Co., Limited, Age , Montreai, 4oz

| SORE

'd and marred by them | - .
s a case in point, The air of our dwell- | ROME'S CHURCH WALLS USED AS
ngs and assembly halls is always more | BILLBOARDS.

This ~

dirt.

assortment of
SHOCKING ACT OF DESECRATION BY THI
nd all the more abundantly when there
wood backing. As it filters
hrough, it leaves behind on the surface |
Ilits solid or non-gaseous eargo: morc
ir passes where there is no lath, and it

ANTI-CLERICAL MUNICIPALITY,

'lv'l“

their

have

Season,

Roman theatres opened
doors for the new The
g th ) | fact burst upon you with unusual force
st dirt is deposited and greater black- [ one day this week just as you arrived
'l"“" ‘l_".‘""‘ ““_‘ “_“”- | at the Chureh of St. liu('l'l, in the Via
he more abundant is this transfusion; ! Ripetta. The whole side of the sacred
ence it is that Hu-rri\.mm'n- blackening | edifice on the broad new Via Tomacelli
ear ventilators or heating apparatus, was gay with posters, announcing the

Before taking up the question of pre- | dramatic attractions of the hour, One
one cannot refrain  from j of these is decent enough—at least it is
uggesting that our walls and ceilings | decent enough in the original ¥nglish
ught to get more cleaning than the y do. | version, though that hardly guarintees
f one has a fancy for germ hunting, the | its character in the Italian translation
but the rest are foul and Fre achy, and

one of them is literally putrid in its im-
morality. Strong and ugly language ?
Alas, that the facts should warrant it
Nor is this church an exeeption, The
purveyors of lewd spectacles seem to
have made a dead set on the walls of
churches since these have been let ont
for advertising. *“All thy
sings the

“All thy w

nd diversified sport.

If the objectionable banding is to be
voided and the plaster surface be still
etained for purposes of fres
ion, one has the alternative of com- |
letely suppressing the transfusion, or
qualizing this transfusion all over the
vall,  Heavy painting might avail for
he former, while the latter

oe decora- |

walls are
Church of
S ire to

might he | Precious stones

her temples

paper in

nd means to

suppress it,

L]
Peace is not in the heart of the carnal
L, nor in the ted to
itward things, but in the fervent and
viritual man. —A'Kempis.,

man who is dev

In some cases, he wever, thi

S trans-
fusiomis not desirable,

For instanece, if
om be above a kitehen or next

heavy wall and

painting or

OUR PROPOSITION

18 to send you a light w hich, burning eommon
ne (or conl oil), 18 tar more economical
than the ordinary old-fashioned lam , Yot s0
thoroughly satisfactory that such up?euer
President Cleveland, the Rockefellers, Carneg-
ies, Peabodys, ete., who care but little about
relorence to all other systems,
¥ wmy lamp listed in our cata-
on thirty days’ free trial, so that you
Ay prove to your own satisfaction, that the
new method of burning ¢ mployed in thislamp
makes common kerosene the best, cheapest
and most satisfactory of all illuminanta
A LIGET FOR COUNTRY HOMES
that is convenient as gus or elec tricity, Bafer
and more reliable than gasoline or acetylene,
Lighted and extinguished like RAs.  May
be turned high or Jow without odor, No
#moke, no danger, Filled while lighted and
without moving, Requires fllling but once or
twice & week, It floods & room with its
beautiful, soft, mellow light that hasno equal,

1
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THE 1900 WASHER 0.7 ==

355! Yonge S'reet Toronto

CHRISTMAS BOOK BARGAINS

6 Novels for $3.85

In 6 handsome volumes, regular price $7.50

The regular price of these hooks is $7.50 or $1.25 per volume.
We offer you this splendid set for only $3.85 in connection with
a yvear's subscription to Benziger's Magazine, the popular Catholic
family monthly. Total for books and Magazine, $5.85. You can
send Magazine and books to different addresses.

By making use of this offer you will not only solve the guestion
of what to give for Christmas presents in the bhest and most ad
vVantageous manner, but at the same time spread good Catholic
literature,
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OF BONDAGE. By M. Holt. 8vo, cloth, $1.25.
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By Marion Ames Taggart.
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THE PILKINGTON HEIR. By Anna T. Sadlier. 8vo, cloth, $1.25.
“One thing that cannot but cor nd the book is the charm-
1 ¢ g ough ¢ chapter and makes
the aracters stand ou /

THE FATAL BEACON. ByF.v, Brackel. 8vo,
cloth, $1.25.
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OLD AGE

can be made eare-frec and comfortable
with the proceeds of an Endowment
policy of insurance procured in early
life.

There is no more cerfain, safer or
better way in which to accumulate a

competence for one’s later years than

by means of Endowment insurance,

Write at once for particulars, or consult one of
our representatives located almost everywhere

North American Life

Assurance Company

» *Solid as the Continent”

HOME OFFICE - - .

KELSEY

The KELSEY has three times

TORONTO

EFFICIENCY .
ECONOMY

DURABILITY

as great arca and heating sur

fanng " v
1aCUs aui Inf

much warm air ecirculating
capacity as any other warmi
device with the same diameter
of fire pot and fuel capacity.

It will heat

churches, etc., with a sur

dwellings, sch

}

Coal which with any other system would be wholly ina
Any interested person will find our Booklet very valuable.

THE JAS. SMART MFG. C0., LTD.

BROCKVILLE, ONT.
Winnipeg, Man ; Calgary, Alta.

Western Branches - -

YOUR CHURCH COMFORTABLY
: Interior Fittings and Panelling
ALTARS PULPITS FONTS
RAILS LECTERNS DESKS
The Valley Qity Seating Co., Ltd. Dundas, Ont. |

modern Rome.  Is

) Dominiﬂn Land
FOR SALE

Any Dominion Land open for Homestea
| or pre-emption entry may be aequired

by the purchased of
| Dept of Interior,

' Volunteer Bounty Scrip

entitles the purchaser to take up two
adjoining  quarter and after
residing on or near the land and culti-
vating it or keeping stock thereon for
three years he will receive a patent
from the erown. Homestead entry may
be made for another quarter seetion ad-
Joining and under the pre-emption law
another quarter section may be
purchased at Three Dollars per acre.

it a faneiful

while Our
thirty pieces of silver, the Italian
Government has put on every ehure

I'hirt)
pence is the toll imposed by the govern-
ment on the Roman ity for |
1sed for advertising !

price of thirty pieces of copper.
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Were Missionaries Without

Knowing it.

True

At the dedication of a new chureh in sections
England recently, the rev. pastor de-
clared that he knew personally many of
of the most distinguished and intellig-
ent Protestant families who were con-
verted to the Catholie faith by the pure,
exalted and virtusus lives of their domess
they, arguing logically, that a
Chureh which could plant the seeds of
such eminent qualities in simple and un-
cultured minds, and cause them to bloom Moose Jaw and Lethbridge District
) [vmluiwl.\' in rare virtues, must be all | PRICE OF SORIPT

true, divine, and full of heavenly beauty.

What an incentive ought a statement ‘U\\'\I'IH, R. J. HEALY, 124 Shuter St.
like this to be —one founded upon the Toronto.

experience and observation of a worthy
priest of God-—to encourage and animate |
domestics in fidelity, honesty and virtue

in general | Many a poor soul might

thus in heaven reap the reward of hav-

ing been, really and truly, a missionary

here on earth,——Exchange,

ties ; one
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O’Keefe’s Liquid‘
—||Extract of Malt
SAMPLE COPY FREE |

Canadian Barley !
Malt is made from
selected barley in sucly
a way as to change
all the constituents
the grain into easily
digested nutrimentg |/
adding hops to this
product gives the pro=
perties of a nerve
tonic, inducing sou!
and refreshing sleep.
O'Keefe's I iq(g.l leﬂn"‘
Malt is inade sol
?\-{i(h1 :“ I object in vie®®

and is the best
W. LLOYD WOODy
ToroNTO
General Ageod

Would you like to have a sam-
ple copy of The Farmer's Ad-
voeate and, Home Magazine ?

THE

Best Agricultural
and Home Pasper

on the American Continent. No
progressive farmer can afiord to
be without it. Published week-
ly. Only $1.50 per year. Drop
post-card for free sample copy.
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MENEELY & CO. yAEvely,
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SCHOOL
& OTHER

“THE FARMERS ADVOCATE”

Mention this paper. London, Ont,

Meneely Foundry,
Established
9 Y., e 1201
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