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to determine how it shall be «'xeikj|tdi Insurance super­
vision in the future, as in the past,] Conducted in the
manner prescribed by the people. i ' ?-■

In a paper entitled “Facing tie |5 ÉutÉion,” Mr. S. H. 
Wolfe, of New York, drove home mid#. < i the arguments pre­
viously advanced before the Contert*iw>- His interesting 
conclusion was as follows:—

:
in the business of insurance. Con-will hereafter engage HUM . .

.cious of the danger of imposition, without knowing from 
what quarter it may come, without facilities for investigation 
and without ability to discriminate between the good and the 
bad the h«iest and the corrupt, the people M the several 
States have established systems of statutory regulation and 
department supervision and a kind of paternalism over insur­
ance companies, that of necessity must apply to all, and 
therefore it is not surprising that some feel they are encum­
bered unnecessarily and perhaps harassed and oppressed.

be inconvenient, burdensome and expensive, but

; u
It is hardly necessary for me ti> ibje|* |re specific in point­

ing out the objectionable features vnigll-h8?6 crept into the 
accident business. We are all fapi i; f with them. The 
Deputy Commissioner of one of th«* i i> f conservative insur­
ance departments in this country ifc^r told me that his 
desk was pever free from complaints, f|g Bn St accident insur­
ance companies. His statement interegi» me. and after mak­
ing further inquiries, I found that pli$i|ullf' every complaint 
was against one or two companies whhÔi |ad issued contracts 
which seemed to have but two objects^ i if. : the collection of 
a small premium and the prevention» < f any possibility of 
recovery. And while this criticism o^bl | juètly be aimed at 
these offenders only, all of the accident idompanies were suf­
fering from the stigma.

4

These may
<hey are necessary incidents in promulgatin'» any such com­
prehensive system.

Complaints Sometimes
The people have their complaints against insurance 

paires and the companies their complaints against the people 
—sometimes justifiable, sometimes groundless. The depart­
ment in a position between the companies and the people, 
incurs the criticism and often the hostility of both. The 
people assuming the department exercises a larger guardian­
ship over their rights and greater power over the companies 
than the law has granted, are apt to demand more from the 
department than it will giveT and the companies are apt to 
demand more freedom and less control than the department 
will tolerate. Naturally there is constant contention between 
the department .and some of the people and between the de­
partment and some of the companies. The result is the de­
partment is apt to be remembered by the people and the 
companies as they are remembered by the department for its 
errors, blunders and failures, and the disagreeable things « 
has done, rather than for the efficient or agreeable things it 
has done.
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li!I IS ,The sum of allSupervision of insurance is necessary, 

wisdom approves it. Therefore, we will always maintain it, 
and. in accord with the modern tendency, its influence con­
stantly will be extended and it will not be for the companies
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And this, gentlemen, seems to me.tg 

proposition. The situation that we 
greatest importance to accident iiadw 
governments of a number of counttir»^ 
surancc field for the benefit of (the E 
Whether the activity shall be limited Tombât field, it 
to me depends upon you. I would not Iot a moment urge you 
to do anything which would mar .tin-:; beautiful idea of 
brotherly love and co-operation which; #e||s to be the founda- _ 
tion stone of this Association, but I wahld «ge Y°u to realize 
the danger of permitting the whole j^stpution to be judged 
by the acts of a few. It seems to mi thgt you have no more 
important duty to perform than to decide that you «fill exer­
cise a careful watch over any evils *df|cl|!may creep into' the 
business, extirpate them when found Abd^lel the world realize 
that the International Association of: A'fcident Underwriters 
stands for what is best in accident u«|e S'riling and for that . 
only.

NEVER cross a railway at a grade crossing
------------- before making sure that no trains

are approaching.
NEVER jump on or off cars in motion.
NEVER stand on platforms of cars in motion.
NEVER put head or other part of person 
-------------- out of car window.
NEVER cross in front or rear of standing or 
—---------- moving train without first mak­

ing sure that there is no danger 
from some other train or cause.

NEVER disobey the cautionary rules for 
safety posted at stations, cross­
ings, etc. .

NEVER forget that carelessness on your part 
in regard to these precautions not 
only endangers your life, but the 
happiness and welfare of those 
most dear to you.

“Prevention of accidents and injuries by all légitimais 
is a personal duty which everyone owes not to hiss- 

self alone, but also to his family."
Issued January 1,1909. by the AMERICAN RED CROSS
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Mr. W. De M. Hooper read h|s “Automobile
Hazard.” Mr. Hooper gave a large’«n«ber of statistics to 
show that the automobile owner or chmiBrur is a far greater 
risk than the man who never beyf gasoline and tires. 
Figures were presented showing Shi* . it costs, three 
and a half times as much for a coma*»' K» insure an hutomo- 

owner or chauffeur than the tro# flhn uses 'he street 
This report may lead to an pjse of premiums for 

this class of insurers. Mr. C. A. tyilpa|»$,.of Chicago, also 
presented new statistics. He slower» fhtt every accident in­
surance company is doing only ota»»twinlieth of available 
business. In the rush of important bi»6|ess handled by the 
unde: writers. IlDfS

MR. HOOPER'S
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