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THE BLESSING OF
THE NEW BANNER.

Sunday, May 14th, the Franciscan 
Church, Dorchester street, was the 
scene of four imposing ceremonies. 
The first was the blessing of the new 
banner of the Immaculate Concep­
tion. The second was the investing 
of twenty members with the cordi 
and scapular. The third consisted 
Of the solemn profession of five 
members, and the fourth a proces­
sion around the church.

Rev. Father Christopher, O.F.M. 
director of thq English-speaking ter- 
tiaries, preached the following 
mon :

Prepare the way, and lift up the 
standard to the people. (Isal, 62-10.

It is with great pleasure I see you 
here assembled, to witness the 
solemn blessing of the religious stan­
dard destined to waive above the 
heads of the English-speaking mem­
bers of the Third Order of St. Fran­
cis. To understand the reason why 
tho Church blqsses certain objects, 
you have but to recall to mind tho 
evil results of original sin, and that 
Christ came to repair the evil con­
sequences of the first Adam's sin,; 
from Christ therefore comes every 
special blessing wo receive. When 
the world was first created i>y Cod 
it glorified Him—as it is written, 
“God saw all things that He had 
made and they were very good.'1 
They answered the two-fold purpose 
of their existence, viz.: the glory of 
God, and the physical and moral 
wellbeing of marr. but when the re­
sponsible head of thet human race- 
transgressed the law of his Creator, 
the consequences of his act were ex­
tended to creatures which before had 
been subject to him. In one part- 
of Holy Writ we ore told that beasts 
and birds went before Adam, and he, 
gave them their names; but this her 
xnony was interrupted, for sin drew 
down the curse of God upon earth, 
and man was compelled to gain his 
bread by his own. toil. Sin vitiated 
mai and what depended on him, and 
subjected them to the power of Sa 
tan. It was to destroy this pc-wer 
of the evil one that Christ came. 
"Now shall the prince of this world 
be cast out, and I, if be lifted up 
from the earth, 1 will draw all things 
to myself." Through the merits of 
Christ we are. disengaged from the 
slavery of Satan, freed irom evil, 
and dedicated to God; we are called 
to holiness of life, and from the 
mind, heart and imagination of man 
should proceed nothing deserving ' f 
Divine disapprobation. ".Be ye per­
fect, as your heavenly Father is per­
fect.” By thq blessing which the 
Church imparts to t.he things >mi 
use she sets them apart for Divine 
service, or by her prayers brings 
down tho blessing of God upon them1; 
such blessings should remind you of 
your own cal ting to holiness of life, 
for they are blessed for your sake; 
thus, she blesses your houses and 
your food, your domestic animals 
and your cattle, she blesses your 
meadows and fields, and your vines 
and crops; she blesses your ships, 
a«d the flags destined to excite the 
courage of your soldiers, and unite 
them; she blesses the earth destined 
.to hide your mortal remains till 
Christ comes again to judge the liv­
ing and the dead.

In the language of the Church, to 
bless something means to free it 
from the baneful influence of evil 
si«rits, to sanctify it, to give it 
virtue of its own, to set it apart 
for religious ceremonies only; In a 
blessing, then, the Church sums up 
the history of manl’s fall and of his 
redemption; of Calvary and the para­
dise there bought for ut£ and we are 
reminded, too, that time is but the 
prelude to eternity. A solemn bless­
ing is about to be imparted to this 
beautiful banner that we are united 
in offering to' the Mother of God as 
a token of our love and veneration 
for her; ranked among sacred ob­
jects through that blessing I am 
confident it will exert a sweet in­
fluence over your minds and hearts.

A religious banner Is a cross from 
which hongs the representation of a 
saint, or motto, painted on silk 
linen. Banners are carried along in 
processions or hung around the 
altar, their chief end being to show 
forth the victory of Christ, and they 
are the signs by which parishes and 
confraternities are distinguished from 
one another. Soldiers in battle look 
to the colors of their regiment and 
arc encouraged to fight bravely as 
long as it waves over their com­
rades, ami when the battle is won, 
they rally round It, and rejoice at 
having successfully defended it. Thus 
too, Christians are taught by the 
ecclesiastical sanction given to ben 
tiers to look up to thie cross of 
Christ, and to derive courage from 
the thought of Christ’s example, 
"Who endured (the crow, despising 
the shame." "and suffered in the

you should follow His eteps." It is 
a profitable thing for the members of 

society or confraternity to group 
around a symbol, especially when 
that symbol strikingly reminds them 
of the virtues peculiar to Christian:g 
and after Christ I can surely hold 
out for your consideration no better 
model of virtue than Christ's own 
Blessed Mother. The picture of 
Mary Immaculate will speak to your 
hearts; for by the consideration of 
what we see we are lqd on to the 
thought and love of Christ's mother, 
whom we see not.

This representation of your heaven­
ly Patroness must not be for you a 
mere picture, a dead letter; it should 
speak to your heart®, excite your 
faith and confidence^ and encourage 
you to persevering faithfulness in the 
service of God. It should remind 
you of her great intercessory power, 
a natural consequence of her intimate 
relationship to the Man God from 
Whom all spiritual blessings flow 
even when He bestows them on us 
in answer to the prayers of His 
saints or of His Blessed Mother.

She is represented with the moon 
under her feet, and twelve stars 
above her head. The moon repre­
sents the Catholic Church, and the 
twelve stars the twelve Apostles who 
had been commissioned by Christ to 
found His Church. We must not be 
satisfied with admiring her grandeur, 
we must learn from her how to serve 
God in joy and sorrow, in adversity 
and prosperity.

You also are soldiers of Christ, en­
gaged in spiritual combat. It is 
your business not only to avoid be­
ing carried away by the current of 
religious indifference and human 
respect, but also to oppose it by 
good example; it is your business to 
struggle against the perverse incli­
nations of corrupt nature; to avoid 
the snares and frustrate the evil 
designs of these evil spirits that ore 
leagued together, and roam among 
the children of mein for no other 
purpose than that of bringing about 
their spiritual downfall in time, and 
leading them to eternal ruin. In this 
warfare with the enemies of your 
soul, look up sometimes at your ban 

and invoke Mery, remembering 
that you have in her a powerful p* o- 
tectrice. You are strangers and pil­
grims on earth, journeying along i 
road bordered with precipices and 
strewn with dangers. When, then 
you experience that the life of man 
on earth is filled with many miseries, 
and the road to heaven a straight 
and narrow one, think of Mary, and 
learn frontier that the only life wor­
thy of tho disciples of her crucified 
son is a life of virtue, of sacrifice, 
and of patient endurance, and that 
the sorrows of life are light and 
dwindle into insignificance when 
compared with the joys by which 
they are followed. May she inflame 
your hearts with zeal for the honor 
of your Heavenly Father, and your 
own eternal welfare. May she ban­
ish from your midst all discord, and 
unite you in charity, which is the 
bond of perfection. May she direct 
your steps in the path of holiness, 
truth and peace. May she obtain 
for us all the grace to seek and tend 
unceasingiy towards God by the ac­
complishment of every duty, and the 
practice of every Christian virtue.

After the sermon, the banner was 
blessed by Father Christopher. Then 
followed the reception of twenty 
members who were invested with the 
cord and scapular. After that came 
the solemn profession of five mem­
bers. Then the procession around 
the church took place. Thirty little 
girlb dressed in w’hite, four carrying 
baskets of flowers walked at the 
head. The banner was carried by 
two professed lady members of tho 
Order, the blue streamers being held 
by four little tots. The procession 
was a long one, hearly four hundred 
being in line. The ceremony was 
most impressive, and one could not 
witness such a. sight without being 
deeply touched.
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Envy is a, most fatal evih, when it 
reigns in a soul, it troubles, blinds 
and excites it to every excess. It is 
from self love that envy springy and 
it is the love of the common welfare 
that combats and destroys It.—St. 
Anthony of Padua.

leaving you an example that Ruskin.

There is a working class—strong 
and happy—among both rich and 
poor; there is an idle class—weak, 
wicked and miserable—among both 
rich and poor. And the worst of tho 
misunderstandings arising between 
the two orders come of the unlucky 
fact that the wise of one class habit­
ually contemplate the foolish of the 
other. When men are rightfully oc­
cupied, their amusement grows out 
of their work" as the color pedals out 
of a fruitful flower. He only is ad­
vancing in life whose heart is get­
ting softer, whoee blood warn 
whose brain quicker, whoee spirit is 

| entering into living peace."—John

Under the auspices of the College 
Literary and Debating Society of 
the Irish College at Rome, a lecture 
on the "Madonna in Early Italian 
Art" was delivered, by Mr. P. L 
Connellan, who is so well known a* 
a regular contributor to the Free- 
mtub’s Journal, Dublin. The chair 
was occupied by the Bishop of Philar 
delphia (Rector of the English Col­
lege), and there were present the 
students of the English, Scotch, and 
American Colleges; the members of 
the Dominican and Franciscan Com­
munities, and several other English- 
speaking ecclesiastics. The lecturer, 
in tracing the course of Christian 
art from its earliest appearance to 
its highest development in the golden 
age of the Italian Renaissance, 
showed how it began in the Cata­
combs, how at first it differed but 
little from contemporary Pagan art, 
how a change was gradually brought 
about, bow the Saviour of the World 
was at all times a prominent theme, 
how, next to this theme and closely 
connected with it, came that of the 
Virgin Mother of God. This was es­
pecially so In Italy—the Blessed Vir­
gin’s land—where now, after the lapse 
of so many centuries* the weariness 
of the roadside is chased away by 
the shrine of the Madonna; the vil­
lage streets are made picturesque by 
the image that relieves their squalor, 
and where the palaces of the great 
cities treasure the masterpieces that 
show forth the gentle face of Mary 

The earliest known painting of the 
Madonna is ascribed by the highest 
authority as anterior to the year 
150, and is found in the Catacomb of 
St. Priscilla. The same subject is 
met with over and over again in the 
coursai of the next three centuries, 
the Adoration of the Magi and the 
Annunciation being the most com­
mon. But when the days of perse­
cution had come to an end the paint­
ing of Mary, issuing forth from the 
subterraneous silence of thq Cata­
combs into the full light of day, fol­
lowed the triumphant course of 
Christianity; churches sprang into 
being; wealth was lavished on their 
decoration. A new style of art, 
now known as the Byzantine, ap­
peared and took possession of all 
lands. It's first witness is Ravenna, 
where the great 6th century mosaic 
of the Madonna, serene, majestic, 
stately, spiritual, that fixed thq type 
art was to know for centuries* lool« 
down from the apse of the Church of 
St. Apollinare. The same type may 
be seen in the beautiful frescoes in 
the Catacombs of Comnodilla, 
brought to light a few months ago, 
and in the recently discovered Church 
of St. Maria Antigua at the Forum. 
But all this time, and for centuries 
later, art languished, and it was 
only in the 13th century that new 
forces began to work. Thqn "the Ma­
donna was seen to smile for the first 
time with a smile which enamored 
all Italy.” It was the dawn of the 
golden age of art—that age when art 
was, in truth* a prayer, an act of 
faith, and thq fulfilment of a vow. 
Cimabue, born in 1240, led the way, 
and it was a glorious day when his 
picture^ now in Florence, was ad­
mired by King Charles the Elder, 
was carried in triumphant procession 
by the people and gave to the quar­
ter in which it had beqn painted the 
name of the Borgo Allegre or Glad­
some Place. Sienna followed closely 
on Florencé, creating a pew school of 
art, and a new type of Madonna, re­
markable for distinction and beauty, 
and a strange haunting charm. But 
so far, pictures lacked life and soul. 
Thesot were first imparted by Giotto, 
the all-round man—painter, sculptor, 
and architect-!—the great leader of 
art, who so lovingly and so faithful­
ly depicted almost every phase of the 
life of Mary. A whole.ho$& of pain­
ters followed, on his lines and made 
a new epoch of religious art id which, 
above all else, devotion was deep, 
and artistic expression clear and 
simple. So long as this continued 
nil was well—so long as art existed 
for the sake of religion; but there 
soon came a day when art was used 
for art’s sake alone, when if religion 
was taken into account it was as a 
mere cloak to hidq the artists' 
strainings • after mere effect, and 
when far more attention was paid 
to the heroes of Greek mythology 
than to the simple record of the Gos­
pels. A new era dawned, and the 
old age of simple belief and devotion 
no longer influenced painting. Mary
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rentine woman on the banks of 
stream. Venice had aberrations of 
her own which remain aberrations, 
qven though they are recommended to 
us by the genius of Paul Veronese, 
Titian, and Tintoretto. By a strange 
fatality it was those great masters 
whose names are so entwined with 
the story of Christian arb-Raphael 
and Michael Angelo and Andrea del 
Sarto—who most contributed to the 
decline of Christian art, and to the 
dreary decades of wasted genius that 
followed so closely on their day. 
True it is that in everything they 
painted they were always great mas­
ters in the highest qualities of tech­
nique, design, color and composition. 
But their works lack the religious 
character: their figures are splendid 
and beautiful specimens of mqn and 
women, bu*t sanctity and saintly 
contemplation are no longer to be 
found-. The paintings are great 
and glorious, but not the type that 
one should place above an aKar 
where the "holy people of God would 
come to pray." But it must not 
be imagined that there are no 
deeming features, from the aspect of 
Christian art, in these great Masters. | 
Ruskin is not always friendly, but 
he admits that Raphael was able at 
times to combine in pictures of the 
Madonna free and transcendent beau»- 
ty with an expression of deep fore­
boding; while most critics allow to 
this school much pensive sweetness 
and refined sentiment, along with 
true grace and beauty. At any rate 
Perugino is a beacon-light that sheds 
a pure, devotional ray round the type 
of Madonna that had become en­
shrined- in Italian art; while Sandro 
Botticelli’s "Magnificat" is one of 
the loveliest and tender est works 
that centre round devotion to Mary. 
Italian art, however, could not be 
arrested in- its downward course, and 
how it now stands may be beet 
judged from the fact that when Leo 
XIII. offered a prize of 10,000 francs 
for thé beet picture of the Holy 
Family it was found that of about 
sixty competitors not) one work was 
judged worthy of the prize.

The lecture, which was illustrated 
by photographs, was listened to 
with deep attention, and evoked fre­
quent. bursts of well deserved ap­
plause. The usual votes of thanks 
having been passed, Lite Most 
Reverend Chairman, replying, 
said that it was no surprise to any­
one who knew Mr. ConnoRan to leatm 
how deep was his acquaintance with1 
the subject on which he had lectured. 
Even so. he (the Chairman) was 
bound to confess that while, thanks 
to a long residence in Italy, and to 
a taste for art, it had been his good 
fortune to read and study the sub­
ject closely, yet In Mr. Connellan’s 
lecture he, for the first time, found 
the religious aspect of art discussed 
in an orderly and historic manner. 
As for himself, he (the Chairman)
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to preside on that occasion. It was 
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Without saying much about 
it, we’re trying each day to 
show what we think a good 
store should be.
Enough faults creep here 

and there into the hundreds 
of transactions to take all the 
conceit out of us, but the next 
day finds us trying to pre­
vent thesame blunders twice. 
We don’t harp on bargains 

continually, although we’ve 
any number of things selling 
below prices you’ve been ac­
customed to pay. We don’t 
even urge low prices. We say 
“ pay more,” if need be, “and 
get the best,’’, and we stand 
ready at any time to buy 
back any goods we sell for 
precisely what you’ve paid. 
We mean to make this the 

safest store for you to buy 
at, every day in the year. 
The persistent argument of 
this business, will be :

—absolutely reliable goods,
—a perfeet understanding uith 

each customer, 
—unusually attractive styles 
—money book if you want it,

and with it all we shall sell 
od things as low as any
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