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INFORMATION
the lady who paid

scription, at the office of the “True
Witness’”’ on Tuesday morning, kind-
ly send us her name and address.

THE ANNUNCIATION. —On Wed-
last the Church celebrated
the foast of the Annunciation. This
is one of the several events in the

nesday

life of thé Blessed

held in special commemoration . by :
the Catholic Church. It is the anni- i
versary of the occasion on which the

Angel Gabriel paid

the humble maid of Galilee, to in-
formv  her that the Most High had
destined her to become the. uoﬂlh‘
of Christ—the Messiah. Fouowing

the predictions of

old the Jewish race had an absolute
confidence in the advent of the Mes-
siah, and had a certainty that He.

was to be born of
race. Consequently

family if no male
therein. Hence the
light, and the deep

been embumed for
Gospel and. that

Church thrgughot

brew had the great ambition to bo-,
come a mother, and above all the
mother of a son; and it was consi
dered a kind -of misfortune  for the

as the astonishment, or ra

Lord” appeared unt,o‘
dressed her in hncn

THE IRISH LAND BILL. — The
report of the introduction of the

Irish Land Bill, which ‘we have tak-

en from the daily press is published
in another colum. From the sum-

mary which the report gives of Mr.
Wyndham’s speech, we may now
say that it = goes = far to
show  that ' the English Gov-
ernment has at last awakened to the
real importance of Ireland and  to
the absolute necessity not only . of
conciliating the country, but alsc of -
making it prosperous.
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| his written mission, is more
the ordinary mind can
And yet such is the case.
However, all that has nothing to
do with our position, which is one
of special privilege in regard to the
Mother of God, Ana tne more her
holy prerognt,iveu ‘are denied or at-
tacked, the more larvor should = we
exhibit 11l  our devotions to her and
1in our celebrations of her different
festivals throughout the year.

understand.

+MARGARET SHEPHERD DEAD.~
The announcement comes from De-4
troit of the death, ‘under very un-
‘happy circumstances, in the Harper
‘Hospital, of that city, on the _8th
March, of the notorious lecturer and
so-called ‘‘ex-nun,’”’ Magaret L. Shep-
d.” There is no necessity of recit-
evmta connected with

: health; and we can assure him that

thim, under the circumstances, and

the
ird in the Atla.nt q coast,
ies at'the glaring eyp of the
lighthouse on the rock, pecks at the
glass, dashes its self agdiyst  the
stone-work, and finally fallf back, a
mere speck, into the ocear to be
swallowed up forever in it§ immen-
sity, while the lighthouse jemains to
cast its guiding rays far put upon
the turbulent waters.

The only great loser, in all those
years of struggle with tl terrible
hardships of soul and of (body that
marked the life of the wgman, was
Mrs. Shepherd herself. $he alone
went through all the trijls and re-
verses that were profitl¢ss; she a-
lone sank silently into An wunconse-
crated grave; she alone/ had to an-
swer for her own soul b¢fore the tri-
bunal above; and she alpne has reap-
ed the whirlwind after | sowing the
wind throughout her life]| We leave her
creeping upon him, which he fought
to the oblivion that
round her, the momen{ the spark of
vitality had fled.

“LA VERITE” S {SPENDED.--—In
its issue of the 14tk March, ‘‘ La
Verite’”” of Quebec arnounces the sus-
pension of that /organ for six
months, Mr. J. P. Tardivel, its
editor, manager, and owner, states
in a letter, to his readers, that for
sometime past a disease has been
creeping upnn him, which he fought
with all the energy he could com-
mand, but which now threatens to
conguer in the strife. He has re-
ceived strict orders from his profes-
sional adviser to give up all work
for six months. Apart from the un-
pleasant prospect of a serious ill-
ness, Mr. Tardivel deserves ' great
sympathy from the public, for he is
forced to stop the publication of his
paper, which was his only source of
livelihood. We happen to know a
few circumstances in connection with
that publication, and they are high-
Iy to the credit of Mr. Tardivel and
are of a nature to draw to him the
feelings of all well-thinking people.
While we have not always agreed
with his writings, nor he with ours,
still we recall the fact that he has
been a real laborer in the fleld of
journalism, and a real martyr to
duty.
“This is what undermined his
we feel the deepest sympathy for

| trust that long before the 't months
lare up, he will be home well and

strong,”  and ready to again take up
his splendid journalistic work.

AN IRISH HOLIDAY.—A contem-
porary’ says:
o “A bill ! has been introduced

into

the example. of

have, for purposes

day, Rev. Jesse Thompson, of Glou-

PRICE FIVE CENTS

cester city, addressing a Methodist
Congress, declared that, “The Am-
eﬂm‘Sabbuth is dead. It is now a
question of resurrection or burial.
Shall we resurrect the Sabbath of
the past, or shall we give it up for-
ever?”’ The report says that “the
members of the conference shouted
“No! No!” To say the least the
answer is pretty vague; it is not
easy to guess whether they intended
the “No’’ to apply to the last or to
the second last idea of the reverend
gentleman. In any case whether thes
are in favor of resurrection, or of
burial matters little; the leading fact
to be considered is the acknowledg-
ment of the ‘““death’’ of the ‘‘Ameri-
can Sabbath.” By that, we take it,
the clergyman means that the com-
mandment to ‘‘keep holy the Sab-
bath’’ is no longer regurded serious-
ly by the American people, and that
the Sunday, as weé understand it, is
rapidly drifting into the groove of
the week-days. In other words, the
people no longer feel the need of that
day of prayer, of rest, of thanksgiv-
ing, and of communion with higher
things than thoge of this world,

If such be the case, and we have
no reason to doubt that it is, we
must emphatically say that it is
Protestant America that has Killed
the Sabbath and that 1s responsible
for the consequences. As far as
Catholicity is concerned, we have no
two opinions on the subject; the
Church has from time immemorial
ordained by precept that which God
ordained by commandment, and shg
has made it, not only advisable, but
even obligatory to ‘‘keep the Sah-
bath.”

It is in vain that the clergyman of
any denomination, will preach, in-
voke, pray, beg, menace; if there be
not some human attraction to draw
the people, there will be no general
obsérvance of the Sunday. His
threats;count for nothing, because he
has no means of putting them into
execution. It is very much other-
wise with the Catholic Church. She
has eMsred upon her book of disci-
pline an ordinance thathas been the
law for lomg centuries, and that all
Catholics aceept with pleasure. Euch
one must attend and hear Mass, at
on each Sunday, and

least once,

that under pain of mortal sin. It is
no slight error to miss Mass; it isa
grave sin. And that simply means

that the Church obliges the faithful
to observe the Sabbath. Of course,
there are reasonable exceptions; Lut
the right to be so exempt must be
clearly established. It is not by
whim, or desire, or inclination that
the observance of the Sabbath, by
the Catholic faithful, is governed,
Consequently, we may truthfully say
that whatever observance of the
Lord’s Day exists in America, or
elsewhere, is absolutely due 10 ibe
influence, teachings, principles and
practice of the only Church that can
rightly be called, in every accepta-
tion of the term, Catholic.

THE WORD SECT.—We came upon
a sermon, or rather a letter intend-
ed to be a sermon, tn the New York
*“Herald,” from the pen of the Rev.
Jenking - Eloyd Jones, minister of
All Souls’ Church, Chicago, on the
subject of the “Harmonies of Wor-
ship.”” There are ‘'some serious and

paragraphis of the letter, which one
of our contributors desires to study,
from a Mollc standpoint, covses
ave them. to his er-
_:introdug:tion to the

noteworthy remarks, in the closing

: wor]d has rung; for a long B
4 the praises of '‘Fighting l{nc,"'
commander, “to

ence; but that does not matter. The
one makes iron bars melodious, and
the other disintegrates rocks. The
remainder of the figures of speech
would be sufficient to drive one mad.
Yet under it all there is a vague idea
that, if divested of so much phrase-
ology, might be turned to some use.
However, we cannot avoid reproduc-
ing the two paragraphs that follow.
They say:—

‘“Whatever we may think of
ers, however we may regard the for-
mal words of ritual, we must all be-
lieve in prayer, for adoration in the
presence of the Adorable is inevit-
able to spirit. Gratitude, admira-
tion, the hunger for communion with
the pure, the thirst for companion-
ship with the divine, represent the
soul at its max!mum everywhere.
These constitute the prayer which
exalts the heart that yields to ite
law. Prayer is the hunger of the
conscience for righteousness, the
thirst. of the heart for love. When
by thinking we reach a sense of the
Ineffable; when thought lands us at
the feet of the Unthinkable;
the Known is conscious of the meas-

pray-

when

ureless rim of the Unknowable that
surrounds it, this is prayer, and in
this realm we are all brothers.”

After all this ‘*
we may apply the term to a religious
subject, we think it will be interest-
ing to read our correspondent’s an-
alysis of the entire letter.

spread-eagleism,”’ if

AN IRISH DICTIONARY.—During
the past few months one of our spe-
cial~contributors has been dealing in
an extensive manner with the ques-
tion of the revival of Irish litera-
ture and thé ancient language. It
has been noteworthy that during
these past few years an immense am-
ount~has been done for the advance-
ment of a knowledge of the ancient
tongue. Of course, one of the very
first books that is needed in the ac-
quirement of any language is the
satisfactory dictionary. Of late ap-
peals have been made to the Irvish-
American clergy to work in the di-
rection of assistance for the comple-
tion of an Irish-English
that is now being compiled in Dub-
lin. Archbishop Walsh, of Dublin,
has made this appeal, and he saysi—

‘““For years I have thought it a
disgrace to us all that Irish is the
one language which our Irish stud-
ents are left to study without hav-
ing the elementary aid afforded by a
dictionary. It were better to give up
all talk of the revival of interest in
the Irich language in Ireland if, for
the want of a few hundred pounds,
we leave the students of it without
the help of a dictionary.’’

His Grace assumes one-tenth of the
cost of this work. It is being edit-
ed by Rev. P, 8. Dinneen, D.D. It is
expected that the dictionary will be
completed by the end of the present
year. On this side of the Atlantic
there are several colleges which, in-
clude the Irish language in their
courses and these are all prepared to
purchase the new dictionary.

It can be readily understood that
even Peter O’'Connell’s manuscript
dictionary, that took thirty years in
compiling, cannot be consiaered com-
plete enough for our age. Something
that will include all that is modern
as well as what is mediaeval and an-
cient, in expressions, must be used,
if the language is to made use of as
a living tongue. It is with no small
degree of pleasure that we note the
advent of this new addition to Irish
literature, as well as new auxiliary,
in the revival of the language.

dictionary

known

mlne

with Roberts at Kandahar, with
Wolsely up the Nile, with Kitchner
at Khartoum, and with Roberts in
South Africa. He was five times
mentioned in despatches, and was
awarded the Distinguished Service
Order medal for gallantry at Sua-
kim. Lately he was in command at
Ceylon, Oharges of a
character,

disgraceful
imputing immorality to
this great soldier were made. A
court-martial was ordered. He came
to England to lay matters before his
superiors, and Lord Roberts advised
him to return and face the ordeal,
He left in consequence, and stopped
a day in Paris on his way. What the
immediate cause of his despair was
we cannot tell; but probably some
report he had read in an English pa-
per. In any case he shot himself in
the upper room of a Parisian hotel,
and the suicide put an end to his
career.

Neither now, nor ever here below,
can judgment be passed upon the re-
ported sins laid at his door. Conse-
quently we are justified in giving him
the benefit of the doubt, and tn gup-
posing that a system overstrained by
long service in wars, by the fierce
suns and climates of the East and
the South, had become weak, and
that the mental shock producea by
such terrible accusations snapped the
chord of reason in that proud gol-
Ieast, the most
charitable construction we can put
upon the matter,

But what a mbral to be drawn f
How vain all the honors that human

dier. This is, at

greatness can bestow, how small all
when there
raith
creature

the achievements of man,
is an absence of that abiding
which can alone make the

rise superior to all obstacles. The

discipline that makes a great Com-
mander and the courage that consti-
tutes a grand soldier are admirable;
yet how insignificant when placed

side by side with the discipline that
regulates the passions and the cour+
age that vanquishes oneself. It is
thus that we see in its true light the
transcendant merit of the saint, of
the martyr, of the silent, suffering,
faithful Christian. The courage that
sustained the man in the presence of
charging thousands, failed him in
the hour of deadly struggle with self,
While we lament the fate of such a
man we cannot but point out, for
the benefit of others, the lesson that
his life and death teach. And that
lesson is expressed in that sublime
saying of the Apostle: ‘‘The victory
that conqguers the whole world, is
the victory over ourselves.'’

John Dillon to Retire.




