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dly Inadeguate for Livelihood— --
Taking Matter Up

{By W. E. Dowding.)
London, February 18, (by, mail),—The rate of ag-
¥ fcultural wages in this country is a matter of such
L direct interest to Canadaithat I would dvaw.special
attention to the subje¢t. It has arisen“here in vari-
ous forms, including a debate in the Mouse of Com-
mons. - Before. the war it was the principal subject of
political controversy, and the Liberal Party was out
to gain the country’s support for mlnimum wage le-
ois;unnn. Even in those:far-off-days (as they seem
:u us now). many promlnept men on the opposite
side spoke in favor of higher wages for the farm la-
vorers, although the official party programme: dif-
fered essentially from t!mt of the »Government. The
Government proposed legislation. making a minimum
wage compulsory distriet N‘-'dlsl_ﬂcb-—not-one mini-
mum for the whole coutitty. The Opposition propos-
od to leave the scttlement of the wages to district

4 falrly good. purchases, House sales in other
trades were reported much,ﬁeuor this week, which
is accounted for by the large mumber of outside buy-
ers, who attended the millinery, obenings. The un-
certainty of prices hay cauu'd more open orders to
be placed than is usual. Advances in freight rates,
both by rail and ocean hag been a big factor in the
trade of the Dominion, and the prices of a number
of lines of goods have beén temporarily withdrawn

for this and other reasons. = Butter prices have again

MR. R, H. CAMPBELL,

advanced this week. Cheese Is unchanged, nearly-alt |
the transactions being in American cheesc, the Cana- ‘
dian make being exhausted, Increaseq receipts of!
eggs carried an ecasier feeling in the market and 1
prices rule lower. An easler feeling in raw sugars |
curtailed a demand for the refined article,
Ing for lower prices, but refiners lisfs wer
Retail trade is a little quieter.. Remitta
collections are fair. *

some look-
* maintained.
1ces and eity |

organizations independent. of legislaticu,

The rival party programmes being withdrawn while | PTices at 1 to 2 points net decline.

war lasts, the Uppn}siuon'_:snggestion holds the field
by \'ir(\lv.vf its lack of precision. That is to say,
1{\0 Opposition are now encouraging. farmers to pay
more wages voluntarily, and because the party truce
makes legislution impossible, the Government has no
sent of casrying <out its more definite

means at prc
alternative programme.’ i 1%
the war began, agricultural wages were
creeping up. Since August -there haye. been many
more incrédses in variéas. partst 'o_( thee country, but
the vast bulk of the ngrigli_l;ti_fdl population is in re-
ceint of the same pitifully :low wages, although prices
are mounting higher. On a:wage of:16s to 18s a week

there is not much margin ‘to eaft ‘into when prices in-

Before

This state of affairs undou")tcdlv shocks the social
sense of the country. The newspapers -are ‘taking the
matter up, and last nigl _: ‘several préminent Oppo-
Members of l’nrliulhenﬂ made\utterances like

sition
these: 4
i Prothero, the Member for Oxford
University, Agent to -thejljul_{'e ot‘BedXorld. and an
eminent authority on ugriéul(ure.‘eaid that  prices
could not be controlled, "arid “*the ‘only thing to be

At 12.30 p.m. spots were quiet, prices ¢
middlings at 4.99d.  Sales were 7,000 balcs,
53,142 bales, including 43,687 American.

Spot prices at 12.45 p.m. were:

Receipts |

low middlings 4.60d.% good ordinary 4.20d.14 ordinury{‘
3.994d.

Liverpool, March 5, 2
1% point net decline

New York, March 5.—There was.a better
for naval stores, especially spirits, which are taken
for needs of the trade.” 'The temporary scarcity of
spot goods acts as a sustaining factor, though Savan-

| Finest
American middlings | Finest Eastern cheese ..¢.
fair 5.89d.; good middlings -5.31d.; middlings 4.99d.; “L'ndcrgrudes

Sales 7,000 bales including 6,300 | Strictly fresh stocks ..

count of the limited supply- awvailable on
INQuiry | ing i¢ difficult to ll their wants. The

market is very firm.

" | yéur ago. On the same date of 1913 the total stood

“downard tehdenty In dalry and gar.
products, Dun's Number' of commodity prices

a '_r_pfe'ofuion to $124.158 on March 1, as against
#62 on February 1. and $121,771 on March 1, o

?f $120.461, while in 1912 when wholesale quotations
| were at a high point, the figures were $123.527.
Althbﬁ.h five of the

seven divisions into which

the declines in the graln markets and QM’ y

i B AN 5 ': ;
1d Night Shifts are Being Worked:
~at Huddersfield and Overtime

" Scale is Extensive

OTHER BUSINESS BETTER

the Index s divided, for

economy of space, revealed

an upward trend lust month, the articles, of most
"engm eqnaumpliun took an opposite course and ex-
erted the greater cffect, the most pronounced charge
gecurring in the dairy and garden group. Thus, this
class showed a reaction from $17.464 at the begin-
ning of February to $15580 on March 1, as a result

Output in this Connection is About Three times as
Groat as' Two months ago. Démand
Comes from Foreign Markets.—
Canadian Demand Poor.

(8pecial to Journal of Commerce.)

of cheaper butter, cups, potatoes, cheese, hay

and a

Huddersfield, Feb. 17— (by mail).—There is a main~

i few other products T . A tenénce of the recent pressure in mills, due to the
Director of Forestry for the Dominion. Mr. Camp- pFoducts he callapse of wheat options, il ¥ . ,

¥ following the news of the progress made by the al- | €Xeeptional weight of contraets of cloth for the Army

bell has done such excellent work that despite war X ) e £ i 1 i
H 3 led fleets in forcing the Dardanellos was only par- and .the result is that spinning and other rhachinery

time conditions; his appropriation for the Forest ’ X : i e 1 o X %2 Ly ne
Products’ L X . | tlally reflected in the cash markets, but corn, oats,| ' being run day and night, and in several de part
cts’ Laboratory has been doubled. and rye also de l. so that bread-stuffs, as a| Ments overtime on an extensive scale is still neces-

S whole, fell from 32 to $28.606. sary. The unfortunate digpute which has arlsen re-

o Cx

080000 0000000 ® o 000000000 In no #ingle instance did the Index Number show | Barding overtime pay is ‘likely to be scttled in the
SRR & note-worthy advance, the most importunt alterntion | "e4r future, but employers see no prospect of con-
THE PRODUCE MARKETS in this respect being in “other food", which rose to| €€4INE the operatives' demand for @ . reduction in
, $10.822 against $10.17% on February | This was due| WOrking hours, many firma having Army contracts in
g“‘ ¢ XSS XY PO ° almost wholly to the higher cost of sugar, malt and| 'and which will last for monthy to come even with a

A good demand continues from all sources for sup-

Finest colored cheese
white cheese ..' ..

o e

IZasiness continues in eggs.

aimed at now was a rise in wages.”
(2) Mr. Austen Chamberlain, a former Chancellor
of the

ixchequer, said, “the friends of the fnrmerswl

ought to point out to them, ‘that, 6Wing to the \mr.!
employment w xtremely good, and that labor was
short in every.great -industrial comnunity, Unless |
farmers could offer greatet advantages to labor than '

Pitch is steady at $3.

Rosins are still quoted at the basis of former prices.

nah is steady on a larger movement.
Locally spirits werc held at 45 to 45%c. in the trade, |
with a fair demand.
Tar was repeated at the basis of $5.50 for kiln burn-
| ed and 26c. more for retort.

One-pound pickers, car lots.s ..$3.15
| 'I‘h-re(-_-pounv.l pickers .. .4 ves oo 3.06
| Five-pound pickers .. .4 «s +. .. 2.95
| Undergrades .. s« oo os eviies o0 2.80

asier With | for small lots. the demand'Is good. Prices hold firm.
17%c to 17%c
17%c¢ to 1T%e
16%c to 17¢
e «o .. 16Y%c to 18%e¢

to  $3.20
to  3.10
to 3.00
to 2.90

Trade is moderately
p.m.—Cotton futures dull at|active on a fair retail' demand for small lots.

‘ o to 33c
American. May-June 488%, July-Aug. 1.98, Oct.-Nov. [ Selected cold storage to 28¢
5.11%%; Jan.-Feb. 5.18%, 4{\‘«1_ 1 cold storage ... ‘. to 26c
T | No. 2 cola storage ... .y to 23¢

NAVAL S.l ORE MARKET The enquiry for beans is fairly good, but on ac-

spot buyers
tone of the

The trade in potatoes continues quiet, but there is |

| no change in prices to note, car lots of Green Moun-

tains being quoted at §0c to G2%c per bag ex-tra
|and sales in a jobbing way werc made at 60c. to 63c

)/ to good:strained is held at $3.40,
they had been able fo_da. ig Dad -times, .they. eould Common ! $

M0t expect to draw the amount ef labpr they re
qmr‘e(l to the country distr_ictlt.' Although they ough
uot to over-rate the ‘profits, that _individuals migh

make, the higher prices made it easfer for the farm-
°F 0 raise the' inducements which he offered to la- |

bor, and so to attract fresh
Higher

labor  to agriculture

the increased efficiency.

™ o . SEn | 269; 26,626. Quote: A, B, $2

These are significant words ..They are in harmony | 269:.stoek, 126,636. Quote ¥
Wwith the Government attitude, which ‘was expressed
Parliamentany Secretary ‘to the

by Sir Harry Verney,

Board of Agriculturs, in thése' Words:

s would pay .in the long run; because of |

The following were the prices of rosins in the vard:
| B, $3.46; C, D, IE, I, $3.05; G, $3.60; H, $3. o1, $3.65
[to $3.70; K. $3.80: M. $4.50; N. §5.50: W, G. $6.05; W, |
{iw‘ $6.15.

t
t

| Savannah,

Ga., March —Turpentine

sales, 200; receipts, 70; shipments, 5

firm 4
stocks, 33,7

"Rosln. firm; sales, 270; receipts,

20T
E, F, G, $3.05; H, $3.07%; L $3.10; K, $3.20; M, $1.00; '
N, $6.00; W, G, $5.45; W, W, 3,

W, Ibarrel.

per bag ex-store. 2

Spring ‘wheat flour prices weaker, declining 30c per

Prices per bharrel:—

First Patents .. .. 777, ..
Second palents ‘oo deuse ess san
| Strong clears

Winter wheat flour weaker, declining 4uc
el. Price per barrel:—
‘hoice patents ..’ ., .

Straight rollers .y ¥ ... (iee se e e
Millfeed weaker. Bran and shorts declined

“The farmers of this country were not responslblel’ Liverpool; Marcl ‘.7 Turpentine: spirits 4Is, A,) ton. Pitoos P
for the high prices. There had. bben ’n‘ small rise in | Rosin, common, 11s. 6d. nominal. . Bran ..ocee ses e ek
agricultural laborers’ w:)‘,:es. .u.nd he had no doub(: R - ‘\h““f """" : gl
that if the wages offered were decent (ie women! WAR CAUSED $153823 LOSS Middlings ... ..#000

i

would help to cultivate the land.

of children should come 1ast.”
expensive as low-paid ]:ibox‘
culture would bring
Wages and status of agricultural Iaborers,”

And they expregs the almost una
the country,
that the upward trend “fn’ agriculty
Wil contipue, in spite of the “war,
back to normal political conditions,
will be able to point to .wage increa.
gislation, anad to'nrguc that there is
need for Iégislation.
hand, will he able
wages a

ral wages here
When, we 'get
the Opposition
ses wfthout le-
accordingly no
The Government, on the other
to use thé present admission that
re low as an argument in favor of bringing
Al agricuitural employers up .to a minimum leye]

asri ru by
legislation. The position gained now will. h;

; » ! ave.to be
secured hy legislation because, when prices drop af.
ter the war, there wi 'a ' .
> war, e will be ‘a tendency to
1 E d v
again, see g

18 that high prices are the m

nt increases.
Will some day “pe,
Peasantry
tion,

ain reason
Whichever way it is, life
come’ more attractive to the British
and in considerin\gvlhe future of emigra -
this is a point to be borne in ming.

R TR G
) RAW SUGAR UP 19 POINTS,
New York, Mareh 5.

—Spot
advance, ¥

4 19 points to 4.7 cents.
Federal g,

continuesg
Standard gr: to auote its Tist price for

The _employment
“Thefe was nothing so
and the Board of Agri- |
its influence to bear to raise the {.Europoan war brought about a decrease of 193,823 in

nimous opinion of | parts of the world, compared with the same period of
You may take it as ©ertain, therefore, | the preceding year, wien peace conditions prevailed | :

quotation for raw sugars |

IN AMERICAN CANDY EXPORTS.

New York, March 5.--The first five months of the

| the value of our American confectionery exports to all

Porto

Shipments to our island territories, namely.

I
| Rico and the Philippines, have cxperienced a purti-

cularly heavy shrinkage in the period mentioned, ac-

Moullie,

No. 1 hay ... ...
No. ! extra good
| No, 2 hay i

pure ..i.4.

Do., mixed .." o4 'y

I'iice
$1050

Baled hay holds “steady and quiet

15.50

17.50

STEEL CONDITIONS QUIET.

New York,

March 5.—Conditions

stecl

in

$7.80 ]

7.30

March 1, with comparison

Breadstuffs . .
Meat |, .
Dairy and Garden ..
Other Food
Clothing
Metals

$1

THE HOP

New York, March 5—Th

tobacco, which comlined to offset the

The following talle cives Dun's Indey

MARKET

price recessions

Number for
for carlier days:

continuance of the present high state of activity.

elséwhere; provisions went up moderately because| A BUmMber of the fine worsted manufacturers re-
plies of butter, and although therc are no price : SRS . The =
LIVERPOOL COTTON OPENED QUIET, changes to be noted, th ton:hnlda firm of dearer.beef, sheep and hogs, while the clothing di-| Port & revival in regular business. The extent of this
~ cha 8 e oted, e § . ny o . o Taol 0 ™
Liverpool, March 5.—Cotton futures orened quiet | Finest September creamery .-... . 00c to 3Bc vision advanced slichtly in responsc to enhanced va-| MY be judged from the fact that in several cases the
Market idle at | ) 3 3t lues of raw wool and silk and leather Similarly, | ©UtPut I8 now equal to that of two or three days a
Market idle at | Fine cre ; c to 34c ! ; e e b
12.30 p.m ZO'C'P ;““"“‘” e el aviive gg‘v lz 33c | there was a small risc in the metal group us a result| Woek. While a couple of months ago it was represeht-
: e SECONdS .. .. iy es 6w eeen b en =Ac i s ed by the producing power of a single day u week.
May-June. July-Aug. Oct.-Nov. Jan.-Feb. Manitoba dairy AT IS 29¢  to 30c of the Increases in copper, tin and lead, and the mis- ) : '_ S = P ¢ § s
S pios 985 . i | . Y e oo o cellaneous class also moved upward because of the This improvement is all the more gratifying since It
Due ol iece e 4;4 :(’:‘ > :1/ | Western dairy .. i o4 ss 4eee 4o .. 00c  to 30c effecte produced Iy the war on certain drugs and | arises not only from home but foreign market.
il e . 5151 sty g chemicals. Of the latter the more notable are tha United
Open .. .. 487 497 an 51733 | A fairly steady business is passing in cheese, and

States, where there is a distinetly better fee ing. and
neutral Continental countries. The Ttaly

demand for

Mar 1, Feb, 1 Mar, 1,! 18 worthy of special mention because in the past this
1915 1914 market has been only an Indifferent one for fine fane
$29.007 g20146 | €Y worsteds The orders and inquiries now heing *
10.731 10.601 13,168 | recelved are very satisfactory, and there apepars’ te’
15.380 17.464 16.009 | Pe every likelihood of future business heing o a much
10.822 10478 11.361 | 1ar scale than hefore,  Most of the business passs
20117 20.434 | P& In worsteds is in goods for next wintet., There  is
16.343 16.206 15.881 | N0 change as regards tweeds, stocks in the hands of
21.855 21,654 merchants being very small, and manufacturer are
- R e to cope  with  their insistent ' demafde
24168 $125.662  $121.771 | OWINE to the pressure of Army work. The oVers
G trade in tweeds is very disappointing, the Canas

e demand for English ac-

diz

n demand being mueh below the gverage. - ‘The
wholesale clothing trade is busy, chlefly with kKhaki
uniforms, hut ordinary husiness on Easter account is
very slow

There Is little chance in the wol market, the feas

count for hops on the Pacific Const appears to have
subsided for the time being, and no further business

has been reported.  There is no indication, however,

ture still being a large demand for erossbreds, prices
of which remain very high

of any desire on the part of growers to stimulate SRS mnrestel
business by means of reduced prices; on the contrary SHIPMENTS OF GRAIN,
{they are holding firmly at former figures. New York, March Argentine  weekly cable to
The quotations helow are botween dealers in the |produce exchange sy Shipments of wheat 4,198,
| New York market, and an advance is usuvally obtained {000 bushels: corn, 1,712,000 hushels: onty, 1,870,000
“’trom dealers to brewers: — bushels ey
States, 1914—Prime to choice, 14 to 16. Mcdium to Argenting wheat visible inercased 1,656,000, ‘copn
{prime, 12 to 14.° decrensed 391,000 bhushels VT b
»
1918 nominal—OIld, olds, 7 1, &, SRR
German, 1914—35 to 88. FRANCE ORDERS GOODS IN CANADA,
Pacifics, 1914—Prime to choice, 15 to 16. Medium London, March 6.—~Orders amounting to over $5,. J /r" %
7.10 Jto prime, 13 to 14, 000,000 for artillery and harness have heen placed in
1918—9 to 11. QOld olds, 7 tu & Canada by the French Government through the lugh‘
per bar- | Bohemian, 1914—386 to 40. Commissioner's Office here
7.90
7.40
$1 per

per ton:
to $20.00
19.00

18.00

to

to

are re-

| cording to local candy manufacturers. who ordinarily | ported quiet. While there is good demand for certain

| do a large business in this linc with these distriets.
[ During the very first month of the war operations
,‘ the value of Americah confectionery shipments to for- |

ielgn ports realized a decline of $28079 in value

| vious year.
J From that Jdate right down to the close of the year, V
|

| including the month of December,

the complete figures are available, the decline in for-

compared with the corresponding month of the pre-

|(-ign shipments from our ports by the candy manufuac- |
| turers, was continuous.

! While it reached a loss of onl\
| 000 during the month of August, at the close of No
| ember there had been comparative monthly nect los:
|

| amounting to $37,328.

| Taking the export movement of confectionery from
llour shores to various foreign ports throughout the
lvcalcndar yvear -of 1914, the value of which amounted #

slightly over $28.-

to

i hides
| Orinocos declined to 31¢c and Puerto Cabellos to 30%e.

as  month.

In the first two months consumers b it

advantage of the lower pr
in prices established so far

ance

the latest for which buyers.

THE HIDE MARKET

were reduced 1% to 1% cent. in manv i

Dry and wet salted hides were reduced

sales of wet salted hides have included 4.474 Mexican

nd 430 I'anama.

i
iscount ”ri\’l\\l]:'H(‘(.I on basis of 6 cents less the usual I to ‘}'I?S'SM' th?re‘ )u:‘l ‘):i" n-nt;:m[‘;:r‘t:;'0(»4’;’]’55:;.|:‘I|{ OUINOCO -« oo oa eoTaaion ss aveses I:;‘,l
bl hota 1 ’ .lnr..uenl. for cash. - All ‘other reﬂners' $174,965, Mﬂ agnt ,eAS] Jae N - 1 Lagauayrs B, e e 3012
1eir price to ‘bagis of 5.75 centg. [yoaritot 1015, Mok, O Whighult may Do acen. ocourred « ASRSELE Y mans Bl etk S0
T ————— during the later months when the war was roging ‘ G 305
tng LONDON METALS. abroad. I, R %0
R COUDEr  £63 10s., up 7 ! cuntemdin s S L% 30
‘::::Su‘: hf']lg”_; L) ba, Electrolytic £69 és..pu];::ld. CANAD',AN rAlL\?RES Central America ... ... . .’:1}
oo UP £2 108 Futures £162 108, up | (¥rom Dun’s Review) Ecuador ... osshsbe e 2.
bns. ‘\»‘.’.:,Z;L,im up £4 108, ‘Snlem Spot tin 605 Again revealing a business mortality c/onsidoruhly 3O oo o o, eonbolpas élionsidbunsdn
Leaqd £29 ..s 0 tonk: g i A 1 in éxcess of normal, the February insolvency returns \opq CTUZ o eee eve oes ons aesns ¥
=0.6s. 3d., up 2s. 6d.  Spelfer £44 108, up 155, | for the Dominion of Canada showed a total of 270 Tympico ... «oe wen wur auenis %
Low ‘—'"\ f commercial defaults, with an aggregate indebtedn Pabugen: & = warediew aeek s Baardrs 3
Calgary, At ERM PRICE FOR FLOUR. | of $7,406,404. These figures compared with 227 r.ul: Tuxpam - 5 A et Aot e s
6 or -“'hmt .’n nr»c: 5~ Because of the drop jn | ures for $3.526,070.in thg samg month last year; 138 Dry Salted Selected:—
el in a1 “r‘e our -has gone. down zhlrty cents. o | for $1,694,719 in 1913 and /1-!8 in 1912, when the lia- Payta vee oré D BT vensh
milling concerns in Alberta, bilities were only $063,028.° The record for the man- b .
A S e ufacturing division' in_ February was 65 suspen- BUCO" < R i s
Pt M"sr:‘?'l; WSHEAT UNOHANQED. 1 $i6ns and, because. of the exceptionally large insol- | ;;“‘;‘.“':";"_II_:; L e e s
Y at 6oz “TSPOt wheat unchanged from Fri.| vency fn the lumber class, t?:e arzrmum.' involved was| Wot Saltefiel
e A v ' ofswelled to $4,094,603, ‘as against 54 reverses for $1,- s, Brum o

PO |
COALCO:

117,896 a year ago; 32 for $928,832 in 1918 and 28 for| \

but $197,394 in 1912, While there was 24 more tmu-{-““v‘-""'
ing defaults than last year, 198 comparing with 169, | Santingo
the aggregate debts of these were $1,716,697 against | Cienfuc

$2,384,729 in the earlier period; in 1913, there were | H

102 ‘such failures for $686,887, and the 108 ‘concerns| City =laught

that suspended threec years ago owed $451.434, ' The |
group embracing agents, brokers and firms not prop+ |
; includ either manufacturing or trading con-!

. $23,945 a ycar ago,

$79,500 in

while the labilities of 1, :"JM.C‘ND,[”‘ slaughter, steers 80 or over

avani
ered spreads
Native steers, selected 60 or over

Ditto, branded .. ..i.. s

Ditto, bull ...... e el ier sy . 16%

-Ml Ditto, cow, all weights <
20
............ i i 19

Do., Cow. ...
Do., bull, 60 or over ...

- York, March 5—The market for common dry

| lines. such as tin plate and wire, the volume of busi-
ness in the first week of° March may run considerably
below what it was in the corresponding period of last |

|
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B

The . .

Fisherman”

Edited by F. WILLIAM WALLACE

A Monthly Illustrated
Journal, Devoted to the
Commercial Fisheries of
Canada, the Science of
Fish Culture, and the
Use and Value of Fish

. . . .

Products S0,

0000000080000000000000000000000

The Only Magazine

‘Particular Canadian Industry Which Has
‘An Annual Value Of $35,000,000.00

Representing This

The ‘“Canadian Fisherman’ is Written for the Fish Trade and
Commercial ‘Fishermen. It is Profusely Illustrated by Unique
Photographs, and Specializes in Authositive Ar'ticles from Expert ..
2% Writers and Special Correspondents in the Fishing Ports.
19% o O

%% The “Canadian Fisherman

- 136 St. Alexander Street, - -

4 9y
- Montreal
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