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exploits of David to those of Darius, Tt may well be added, ("at,
in all the miseellancous fields of illustration there is need of much
cantion lest, even with our greatest care, we follow in the recent foot-
steps of some elerieal predecessor who has traversed the same ground,
before the same andience,

It is quite different, however, with the repeated presentation of
Biblical facts and ineidents.  These are ever appropriate and ever

approved, even by those of fastidious taste.  In many of our most
artistic churches the illaminated windows picture the heroes and saints
of the Bible.  Beeause of the fitness of the subjeet to the place our
pleasure does not diminish with their appearance from Sabbath to
Sabbath and from yearto year.  Exhaustless lessons come afresh from
saints who stand in the cathedral windows, A fine taste cqually ap-
proves the illumination of the sermon by a happy word-picturing of
those old and honored saints through whom comes the light of heaven,
taking some of their rich coloring and streaming into pioussouls, We
may go farther and say that the familiarity of the hearer with the in-
cidents quoted, helps rather than hinders the effect. It gives imme-
diate force to the point illustrated. Its inspired origin makes argu-
ment needless, and being facniliar, application is often needless.

The frequent and happy use of Seripture illustrations has another
great advantage. It intensifies the religions tone of the discourse.
How effectively they assist in maintaining the re-religious character
of the preacher’s effort may be scen by examining Mr. Spurgeon’s ser-
mons, which almost overflow with Biblical facts, incidents and allu-
sions,  Now put in comparison Mr. Beecher’s sermons,  1is illustra-
tions, so numerous, and remarkably brilliant, are chiefly drawn from
the experiences of life, and the observation of nature and society.
One cause of their unfavorable eriticism is the absence of Biblical
illustrations.  Mr. Beecher evidently secks to put the truth in the
foreground; the Bibleisin the background and sometimes made almost
invisible by the nearness and abundance of the things which belong
only to current life.

The politician knows the value of these illustrations. In addressing
the masses, how casily he exalts his personal worth by picturing his
opponent as a modern Absalom, who uses the arts of the demagogue
to steal the hearts of the political Israclites, while he eries, “O that I
were made judge in the land, that every man that hath suit or cause
might come unto me, and T would do him justice.” e also vilifies
the opposite party when he compares them to Absalom’s followers,
who “went in their simplicity and they knew not anything.”  Of
course they did not get possession of the government.

There is an edueational value in these illustrations which should
not be overlooked. The hearer gains a better acquaintance with the
Bible by such incidental references. In this day, when many hearers




