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MARKET REVIEW FORECAST
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Toronto, 1'onday. Deo. 21, 1908. 
oral wholesale trade has entered upon a 
quiet period and will continue so till af
ter the holiday season. The volume of 
business done during 1908 hae been con
siderably below that of 1907. During the 
past three months, however, there has 
been a great improvement, and business 
has been fully as good as for the cor
responding period of 1907. The retail 
trade seems to be experiencing the usual 
good Christmas business. The demand for 
money keeps good, yet funds in the banks 
are accumulating fast. Call loans rule at 
4 to 4‘/a per cent., and discounts on com
mercial paper at 6 to 7 per oent.

The wheat situation is not as strong as 
a week ago. though if the influence of 
the speculator were eliminated a steady 
condition in the market would have pre
vailed nil along Chicago manipulators 
have been in the game pretty strong the 
past few weeks "bulling" the market when 
there was little reason for doing so. and 
"bearing" it when it suited their purpose. 
The fluctuations recently have been due 
to the manipulations, and it would be 
better for both producer and consumer 
if speculations could bo stopped alto
gether. What little the producer may 
gain, when the speculator, for his own 
purposes boosts prices. Is lost many times 
over when prices arc shoved down un
necessarily All concerned would benefit 
by legitimate trading governed by the 
supply and demanu. favorable reports 
from the Argentine and rains in the Unit
ed States fall wheat area helped to weak
en values at the end of the week. The 
European market is lower owing to the 
arrival of more Russian wheat. The Win
nipeg market rules steady, with prices 
well maintained. The holiday season is 
affecting the local market here and not 
much activity is expected till after it is

There is little change in the market 
for mill feeds. Bran keeps in good de
mand with supplies limited. At Montreal 
Manitoba bran is quoted at 121 and shorts 
at 124, and Ontario bran at $21 to $21.6;, 
and shorts at $24 50 to $25 a ton in oar 
lots. Dealers here quote bran at $19.60 
to $20 and shorts at $21 to $22 a ton in 
bags in oar lots outside This means 
about $20.50 for bran in car lots on track 
Toronto. Corn prices are gradually get
ting lower. At Montreal car lots on track 
are quoted at 70o a bush. Here old corn 
is quoted at 70c and new at 67c to 66c 
in car iota on traek Toronto.

POTATOES AND BEANS
Potatoes rule Arm at Montreal and are 

in fair demand. A great many Vermont 
potatoes continue to arrive here. Quebec* 
are quoted here at 76c a bag in car lots. 
Trade here Is a little quiet. Ontarioa 
still sell at 60c to 66c a bag in car lots on 
track Toronto, and 66c to 80c a bag on the 
farmers’ market.

The bean market Is a little unsettled. 
Western Ontario shippers are asking 
from $1.62 to $1.66 a bush for oar lots de
livered at Montreal for three pound pick
ers. There have been complaints hero of 
many car lots being short weight, ac
cording to the Government weighers' stan-

EOOS AND POULTRY
Eggs are Armer and higher. There Is 

practically no new-laid on the market, 
except in a very small way. They are 
quoted at Montreal at 16o to 10c; selects 
at 26c to 28c; and No. 1 at 23o a dox in 
case lots. At some Ontario points se
lects are quoted at 10c in a jobbing way. 
Strictly new-laid are quoted here at 16c 
to 40c in a jobbing way; selects at 28c to
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over. There is very little Ontario wheat 
moving and there seems to be little de
mand for it Just now except in small 
lota. Dealers here quote Ontario fall 
wheat at 91c to 94c and goose at 90c to 
91c outside. On Toronto farmers' market 
fall wheat sells at 94c to 96c and goose 
at 90o to 91e a bush.

COARSE GRAINS
The oat trade is quiet. Manitoba oat» 

are in more demand than Ontario oats 
for milling purposes and are quoted Arm 
at 4!o bay ports Ontario oats are not 
inquired for to so large an extent and 
the market Is easy. Dealers here quote 
them at J7o to If/iC outside and 42o to 41c 
on the farmers' market. The barley mar
ket, excepting for malting barley, which 
appears to be scarce. Is easy. Dealers 
quote 50o to 55c outside as to quality, 
and peas at 86c to 86%c. On Toronto 
farmers' market malting barley la worth 
66c to 58o but there is little of it coming 
In. Feed barley sells at 48o to 51o a bush.

There Is no change In the seed situation. 
Dealers here quote prices at country 
points as follow: Alsike, $5.75 to 87 40- 
timothy. $1.60 to $210, and red clover 
$4.26 to $6.25 a bush as to quality.

HAY AND STRAW
The supply of hay In the country seems 

tube equal to the demand At Montreal 
receipts have increased of late and th'-ugh 
the demand keeps good it is not enough 
to take up all receipts as they arrive 
The Liverpool market is reported strong. 
Baled hay In car lots on track here is 
quoted at $12 to $11 for No. 1; $10 to $11

to $8.60 for clover mixed, and $7.60 to $8 
for olover. Baled straw is quoted there 
“u"‘ *?“• H"re Prices for baled hay
810 foeJend» *’ M1 ,or No *- $8 to
$10 for undergrade» In car lota on track
ÎZlthi h0X1 n® fmrmen'’ market here 
timothy hay sells at $U to $14, clover at

JAMES STREET. TORONTO

10c: storage, 25c to 26c. and pickled and 
held country eggs at 21c to 24c a dos. On 
Toronto farmers’ market new-laid sell at 
40c to 50c and fresh or stored eggs at 
28c to 16c a dosen.

Owing to the approach of Christmas 
the poultry market Is stronger and deal
ers are looking forward to a big demand 
flood dry picked turkeys are quoted at 
Montreal at 14%c to 16c and inferior 
«lock at 12c; geese at 10c; chickens at 
12*/4c to ll%c for choice; mixed fowl at 10c 
to 11c. and ducks at 12Vic to lie a lb in a 
Jobbing way. Live poultry is in demand 
here at 11c a lb. but there is little offer
ing. The colder weather and the snow
fall has brightened prospects here. Whole 
sale prices are as follows : Chickens, 10c 
to 12c for best; common, 8c to 9o; fowl. 7c 
to 8c: turkéys. lie to 16c. ducks. 10c to 
t2c. and geese 9c to 10c a lb. On Toronto 
farmers' market dressed chickens sell at 
11c to 14c; common, lOo to 12c: fowl. Be 
to 9c; ducks, 12c to lie; turkeys 14c to 17o,

flo far as the grower is concerned the 
apple season is about over. No. 1 Spies 
are quoted at Montreal as high as $5 a 
bbl and ordlne -y No. Is at $4.28 to $4.50 
and No. 2s at ,82.75 up to $4. Spies are 
quoted in Toronto as high as $4.60 for 
No. 1 to the trade. On the farmers mar 
ket apples sell at $2 to $4 a bbl.

DAIRY PRODUCTS
Cheese trade rules quiet. Knowing that 

stocks on this side are considerably low
er than last year at this time holders 
are not anxious to aell and are content 
to wait believing that prices will be much 
higher before long There is no change 
In quotations. Dealers here quote lJVJc 
to li%c for large and ll%o to UV.o a 
lb for twine to the trade.

The butter market rules steady There1 
la a feeling that prices have reached the 
lowest level for the season and buyers 
are operating with more confidence. Quo-
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talions for choice creamery at Montreal 
rule at 26c to 26%o. The market here 
rules steady though at the end of the 
week there was a slightly easier feeling, 
owing to tile large receipts. Dealers quote 
oreaim ry at 28c to 29c : dairy prints, 26c 
to 27c; store prints aud large r Ils, at 
22c to 24o, and inferior at 20c to sic a lb. 
On Toronto farmers' market dairy prints 
sell at 28c to 52c aud solids at 26c to 28e 
a lb.

UNION STOCK YARDS HORSE 
EXCHANGE

The general horse market shows little 
change. Present indications are that 
sellers In the country will have to lower 
their prices a little before much busi
ness can be done. At the horse exchange. 
West Toronto, there has been more in
quiry for horses but the volume of bus
iness has not increased much. There has 
been some inquiry for pure bred Clydes
dale mares and others for the west. 
Prices for good sound drafters last week 
were $165 to $185: wagon and delivery 
horses, 1156 to 1175, and drivers $125 to 
$170 each.

LIVE STOCK
Last week's live stock trade began well 

At the Union Block Yards on Monday 
there was a One run of Christmas beef, 
and prices ran up from 60 cents to $1 a 
owt above the ordinary run of prices for 
several weeks past. One carload of 
Christmas beef sold at Weal Toronto at 
$6.50 a cwt On Tuesday at the city 
market the price was well maintained for 
choice beef. After that the prices cased 
off somewhat and on Thursday, the last 
market day of the week, they were from 
15 to 25 per cent, lower than at the be- 
bcglnntng of the week for the beet cat
tle, due to more choice cattle arriving 
than was expected, and dealers having 
secured the bulk of their supplice early 
in the week. However, considering the 
heavy receipts all week, there was a fair 
trade, especially for the beet. The lower 
grades were slow of sale and at much 
lower quotations at the end of the week. 
At the close of Thursday's market there 
were some of the best lots unsold.

There is little or nothing doing in the 
export trade. Shippers find it difficult to 
get space on ocean steamers and there 
la still a little timidity about shipping 
cattle through because of the effect 
the U. 8. quarantine may have on ship
ments from this district. If the quaran
tine Is long continued and the foot and 
mouth disease can be kept out of Can
ada. there should be a better demand for 
Canadian cattle in Great Britain. Just 
now, however, there are no signs of any 
movement of this kind. At the city mar
ket on Thursday a few export steer* 
were reported sold at $4.80 to $5.10, and 
export bulls at $5.60 to $4.60 a owt. with 
a few extra choice bulls selling at $476. 
London cables quote cattle steady at lt'/aO 
to 15%c a lb dressed weight.

There was one choice Xmas animal re
ported sold on Thursday at $5.50; but 
most of the picked lots sold at $5 25 with 
$4.80 to $6 paid for the general run of 
Xmas cattle. Loads of fair to good cat
tle sold at $4.40 to $4.85: medium, $4 to 
$4.25; common, $5.25 to $5.76; cows. $2.60 
to $5.76, and cannera at $1.60 to $~

Trade In feeders and stocker* rules 
steady with little change In price* from 
a week ago. There were several farmers

p feeders and the offerings were pretty 
well cleaned up. Best feeders, 900 to 1060 
I be each are quoted at $5.60 to $4; beet 
feeders, 800 to 950 lbs each, at $5 30 to 
$3.70; best stockera, 600 to 800 lbs each, at 
$3 to $3.26, and common to medium 
stockera, 500 to 700 lbs each, at $2 to

There was a little better demand for 
milkers and springers owing to the mod
erate supply, though prices were no high
er. Prices ranged from $50 to $60 each, 
with the bulk selling at $46 to $66 each.

Receipts of veal calves have been mod
erate during the week and the market 
has ruled steady at $3 to $6.76 a owt. At 
Buffalo oalves are quoted al $7 to $9.76 a

The receipts of sheep and lambs dur
ing the week were fairly large The mar
ket, however, ruled steady for sheep with 
lambs firm at $5.26 to $5.60 a owt. Ewes 
are quoted at $3.25 to $3.40 and bucks at 
$2 to $2.60 a owt. Canada lambs contin
ue in demand at Buffalo where they are 
quoted at $7 to $7.10 a owt.

There is no change In the hog situation 
so far as this market is concerned, 
though on Thursday's market an easy 
feeling prevailed. Quotations rule at $6 
a cwt for selects and $6.76 for lights, 
fed and watered, Toronto market. Drov
ers, however, report that In some coun
try districts near here packers are pay
ing $6 a owt f,o.b. for hogs. The Buffalo 
market is reported slow ut $5.80 to $5.90 
for heavy and $6 70 to $6.86 a cwt for 
mixed. The Trade Bulletin’s London cable 
of December 17 re Canadian bacon reads 
as follows : "The market is quiet but 
steady at a decline of Is. There is a good 
demand, however, at the lower prices." 

PETERBORO HOQ MAHKET
Peterboro. Ont., Dec. 19. 1900,-The local 

market is very weak, and the deliver!ee 
still continue very largo. The deliveries 
of Danish hogs on the Old Country mar
ket are very heavy, 42,000 being brought 
in last week. The demand lor baoen in 
England Is very dull, and prices are de
clining rapidly. The George Matthews 
Co., quote the following lrloee for this 
week's shipments: f.o.b country points, 
$6.75 a owt; delivered at abattoir, $6; 
weighed off care. $6.26
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