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siderably beyond its grain limits. 
There have been only slight at
tempts to raise potatoes at Fort 
Macphcrson, which, it must be re
membered, is within seventy miles 
of the Arctic Ocean, but at Fort 
Good Hope potatoes, cabbages 
and such-like are grown quite suc
cessfully. It may be said, in a 
general way, that the Arctic Circle 
is the northernmost limit of farm 
produce vegetation—but that is 
saying much, is it not? To know 
that our agricultural possibilities 
reach that far |>oint on the map is 
to size up farming in Canada on a 
larger scale than has been.

At practically every point be
tween Athabasca and Fort Good 
Hope are vegetable gardens, the 
range of crop in which is very 
much the same as on the down- 
east farms. Not potatoes and tur
nips only, but onions, lettuce, 
peas, rhubarb, and even tomatoes 
figure on the home-made menus 
cf the people up north. These 
usually grow to a good size, and 
are well flavored, though unfavor
able conditions in a particular sea
son may give a set back to all 
the garden stuff. Normally the 
growth is rapid, prolific and fruit
ful.

The explanation of all this far 
northern vegetation is the excess
ively long sunlight of the Top 
Country. In this region of almost 
all-night days, where there is 
hardly any darkness, and one day 
runs into another with scarcely a 
break between, the sunlight is per
sistent. Actual records show that 
at Fort Simpson there are 570 
hours of sunlight in June and only 
twelve hours less in July. Fort 
Macpherson has 720 hours in June, 
which means that at that topmost 
point it’s day all the time. In the 
four months from May to August, 
there are at Simpson, which may 
be taken as a fair medium, 2,147 
hours of sun, as compared with 
1,805 hours at Ottawa. It is little 
wonder that growth is quick.

There is still another region of 
the far North that has some agri
cultural possibilities, though ad 
mittedly of a much more doubtful 
kind. Fast of the Mackenzie.

away over toward Hudson Bay, 
and Han bury, flowing through 
are two good rivers, the 1 helon 
what is known as the Barren 
Lands, but bordered nevertheless 
with stretches of timber land and 
potential farming country. No 
attempts to farm this country have 
been made, for it is quite unset
tled, and in any case only a very 
limited degree of agriculture 
could ever be possible in it.

It is worth noting, however, 
that the great Arctic prairies 
around and beyond these two 
rivers have a productive value in 
a way of their own. 1 hough they 
are the so-called Barren Lands, 
they are barren only in the sense 
that they are treeless, for immense 
tracts of their total half-million 
square miles are covered with a 
heavy growth of wild grass, to say 
nothing of flowers and berry 
patches. Just as the plains of the 
Peace River and Grand Prairie 
countries are spread with a rich 
profusion of native hay, from 
which abundant crops have been 
harvested, and upon which thous
ands of cattle and horses have 
grazed, so the empty lands to the 
east are richly spread with as fine 
a grass crop as can be found in 
America. Their natural pasture 
grounds would be the envy of any 
southern packer, for that vast 
stretch of hay land would support 
and fatten almost countless herds 
of beef cattle. As it is, the caribou 
or Arctic deer have it all to them
selves, and roam at will over its 
limitless plains in bands of some
times a dozen or two, sometimes 
many thousands. Even if the 
cattle raising idea should never 
prove to be feasible in this great 

pasture land, the time may not be 
so very distant when we shall 
need to draw iq>on the animal re
sources it already has to make up 
our national meat supply. We 
shall see then, if not sooner, that 
Canada has little waste or useless 
land.

Ethel—“You make love like an 
amateur.”

Jack—“That’s where the art 
comes in.”
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WINTER
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than wheat Fine for 
eradicating wild 
oats. Afford* abun
dant fall parturage 
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We are the Laigest Distributors of this drain in the West

Farmers are also going in strong this year for OATS. FLAX. CORN We have tin Stocks. 
We have the Quality The Prices are Right.

Our list Annual Seed Catalog- "The Ned Guttle Book for the Writ'' 
tells about the choicest anil most suitable seeds for Farm and Uarden.

Write for copy TO-DAY. ______________

a. e. McKenzie Co., Ltd. SïiSïïM»
Western Canada'* Greatest Seed House

“It pays to pay for Cocksliult Quality.”

COCKSHUTT
Light Tractor Plow

It’s not a makeshift. It’s BUILT for Light Tractor 
work. Our engineers have long foreseen the 
need for just this type of plow and here it is— 
we’ve done the experimenting—not you. That’s the

Cockshutt way

All You
Do Is Drive the Tractor

/»»
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Two, handy, easily-worked levers—one regulates the depth 
and one levels the plow—and a rope by which you raise or 
lower the bottoms are all the “works." A boy could run it 
if he could run the Tractor. The Cockshutt Light Tractor 
Plow will handle any Western soil, with any makeof Tractor.
It has simplicity, light draft,, compactness and the giant 
strength you need for good, sure work.

Let us send you our new, Illustrated folder. You'll be delighted 
with this Plow. Write to-day to our nearest branch.

Cockshutt Plow Co. Limited
WINNIPEG REGINA CALGARY SASKATOON

For Names and Winners of our Big Automobile 
Contest just closed turn to page 61 this issue. Count 

just completed. Full particulars May number.
Shearing Time in Scotland Packing the Fleeces.


