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was not only a proof of strength ; it was a secret 
between him and God. When his. . . eyes were at­
tracted to the daughter of the Philistines, he told 
his parents of it ; concerning his victory he told no 
one. The life of Samson abounded with secrets 
and at the same time with acts of power. Even 
his nazariteship was a secret, a link, unknown to 
any, between his own soul and Jehovah, 
link is for us communion. We meet with four 
secrets in this chapter. Samson had not divulged 
his intentions to his parents, nor the part that 
Jehovah had in these things (ver. 4) ; he had not 
told them of his victory (ver. 6), nor the place 
whence he had procured the honey (ver. 9), nor 
his riddle (ver. 16). All that, kept unbroken be­
tween his soul and God,
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was for him the only 
means of following a path of blessing in the midst 
of this world.

Let us return to Samson’s feast. He put 
forth his riddle to the Philistines, rightly supposing 
that they would understand nothing about it ; in­
deed, had it not been for the feast, he would 
have been in danger of betraying himself. But 
the enemy succeeded in robbing him of that which 
he had so carefully concealed. The world has an 
insidious effect upon us, leading to loss of our 
communion with God. If our hearts, like Sam­
son s, in any way cling to what the world may 
present to us, it will not be long before we lose 
our communion. Absence of communion does not 
at first imply loss of strength ; it is, however, the 
road which leads to it ; for, as long as nazarite­
ship exists, even externally, strength will not be 
lacking, as Samson proved to the Philistines in the 
matter of the thirty changes of garments. But 
did'this man of God have much peace and joy 
during the days of the feast ? On the contrary,
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