to land and dry fish was continuously strained to
the danger point.  Conflicts have faken place be
tween the residents and the French fishermen whe
were prone Lo aggressive movements  that seemed
to betray an intention to clam part of the Island
as French sonl

The gravity of the situation was evidenced by
the presence of French armed cruisers who were re-
qured, or whom their Government deemed were
needed, to insist upon the fishing rights and use of
the shore by French fishermen being recognized by
the New{ undlanders.

While these conditions were maintained, which
were a continual menace to the peace of the Island
and its integrity as a British Colony, there was
rasonable  ground for Canada not being very
desirous ot Newfoundland joining Confederation.
[he danger of trouble with France was much ex-
aggerated, no doubt, but the pretext for delaying
the annexation movement was sufficiently reason-
able to be effectual with the timid class of states-
man, who, 1 years gone by, were so narrow and
shortsighted ~s not to foresee and provide for the
expansion f Canada.

There w5 a golden opportunity presented some
vears ago for the acquisition of Newfoundland
which wa- thrown away because the price was con-
sidered tco high by politicians whose ideas of na-
tonal finunce were based on the small economies
of a reta! business.
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a plan of ciion in which all the companies will Ncwhlvun(llzmd was supplying fish for England's
agree will soon adoptcd. ° seamen in the time of Henry VIIL, and is the old-
Under 1 ¢ cnergetic action of the military and | est British Colony.
locak ‘\u'l{ ies order is being gradually N‘S‘“rf‘d- The Island has an area of 40,200 square miles.
the homele — people are being sheltered and fed. | The population, 1901, was 217,037, as compared
banks ar suming bll*”“‘*ﬁ. and wh.nloxu‘c ar- | with 178,657 in British Columbia in same vyear.
rangement - te in progress for rebuilding There are 85,600 acres of cultivated land and the
——————— horses, cattle, sheap and swine, are in such propor-
NEWFOUNDLAND. tion to the farm land as indicate a fair degree of
rosperity e
TIME OPPC [UNE FOR ANNEXATION, FRENCH SHORE | ! “‘ITII”“) iad wealth. .
DIFFICT | TY REMOVED, A FRIENDLY FEELING ES- L“ l'r' " ;';”;'l“l ';" very valuable, they are being
vorked on Bell 15l : e ay
TABLI= 'ED WITH CANADA, TRADE AND ECONOMIC \]‘ ' (,‘. o | S ahd dn £ onception B‘l‘\ ot
POSITI N OF THE ISLAND, TIES FNANCIAL Axp | '€ €35t coast and deposits exist on the west coast.
STRSONAL WITH: CANADA. Gold, silver and lead also are found. Forests of
i pine and other merchantable timber are very ex-
The t 15 singularly opportune for efforts . /
, £ Newf land h tensive.  Coal of excellent quality is found near
directed 1o the union of New g w T g , ety
firected ‘(’» ‘I : ewiouncland ‘with the | o George’s Bay and in the Grand Lake District
D n t Canada. T . r
dumin ARG i I'he foreign trade of Newfoundland is given as
[he lovy standing difficulty which has existed foltoiws
ince the treaty of Utrecht in 1713, is now prac- i
" L . =, Trade with Great Britain, T, 1901 1002,
teally s t1'd. The rights conferred by the Treaty $ $ $
y whichi I'rench fishermen were authorized to land | wports into Great Britain
ind dry fi-h on the northern and western shores | . from Newfowudland ... 2,381,000 2,663,600 3,216,800
S Exporis from Great Britaio
of the Islnd have been an obstacle to the develop to Newfoundland. ... oo 2607,000 1,791,100 1,875,300
ment of Newfoundland. There was for many Teode-with Cinada. 1901, 1003, 1905
years con=ant friction between the local Govern- $ $ $
pent and the Islanders, and the French Govern Imports into Canada from
2 4 Newtoundland 620,600 1,140,370 1,059,400
ment and Lrench fishermen as to the extent of the | gxports from  Cana la to
latter’s rights on the soil of the Island. The right Newtoundland . ... 0.0 2,257,400 2,510,900 3,473,600

The total imports and exports were as follows,
with the respective proportions of Great Britain
and Canada, for 19o1, and of the United States
also for 1902

1000 1001, 1002
$ $ $
Imnorts, total .v.ee T T,702.500  T.6851,000  R.051,300
Exports, total ..... ceau.. BB63,900  RA580.000 9,753,400
Cannda per cent of imports
from N-wfonndand. ... TR B.1pe 13.3 p.ec.
Exports to Newfoun llan i vesscees 26,2 pe. 33.3 p.e.
Groat Britains per cem of
Lwports from Newfound
T X R STapn M6 pe 22.0 pe.
Exports to Newfoundland. veerenes 20,0 poe. 27.0 pee.
Un ted States, luport« from
Newtonndland ... ... covorene 150 pe.
Exports to Newfoundland, ..., 26.0 pe,

The course of the Island’s trade is for Canada
to sell a considerable quantity of the goods she
exports to Newfoundland, but to buy only a small
amount of what Newfoundland has to export.
The balance of trade therefore is heavily against
Newfoundland, as between the Island and Can-
ada, but the reverse way as between Great Britain
and the Island, as we sell there more than we buy
while Great Britain buys there more than she sells.

With their characteristic enterprize the Ameri-
cans have secured a large share of the Newfound-
land trade, the aggregate of 1902 having been
$3,310,500, as compared with an aggregate of Can-
ada’s trade with the Island in the same year which
amounted to $3,436,200. Indeed, the Americans
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