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who does the work, haunts the business nothing without decelving ourselves and

man with the fear of fallure, plays the
loaded dice of false prospectuses and
watered stock.” It turns selfishness into
a moral principle. It transforms the kind-
llest and gentlest Into relentless task-
masters, who drain the last ounce of
strength out of their employees,

Competition awakens the lowest forms
of selfishness, whereas co-operation calls
forth the instincts of good-will and soll-
darity. Co-operation is both moral and
efficient,

We should draw a sharp distinction be-
tween commercial competition and human
competition. Athletes compete for first
place. That is the glory of amateur sport,
But there 18 nothing sportsmanlike in
commercial competition. Money, not effi-
clency, is the controlling motive,

Questions.—Has the professionalizing
of sport tended to lower the moral stan-
dards of our young men? WIIl a pro-
fessional sport enter the business world
with the true aim? Who suffers most by
competition—the capitalist or the labor.
ing man?

GAMBLING,

Gambling has been defined as gotting
something for nothing. It Is a violation
of the principle of giving value for value
received. It Is one of the gigantic evils
of our day. “Gambling leads (o viclous
inclinations, destruction of morals, aban-
donment of Industry and honest employ-
ment, a loss of self-control and wself
respect,” Gambling undermines the sta-
bility of trade and industry, and d I-
izes the character of the

Is it not true that the gambling spirit
is developed In playing cards? “A fabu-
lous amount is made and lost In cards
and other games of chance, Multitudin.
ous sums are lost in private parlors in
bridge.”

Note~—Can any person form the habit
of playing games of chance and never
awaken the gambling spirit? Does not
the element of chance awaken a desire to
eliminate the chance in your own case
by some means, and thus breed decep-
tion? Are we justified as Leaguers to
play for stakes even if it be only coppers?

SPECULATION,
Speculation is the risky and temporary
investment of money in expectation of

exorbitant returns. A legitimate Invest-
ment is a permanent purchase of property
for the regular and limited returns, There
are two lines of speculation—in stocks
and in land.

Land speculation is based on the prin-
ciple of the “unearned Increment” The
increase in value is not produced by the
owner, but by the community which glves
the land its value. Land speculation is
made possible by an unfair system of ti
tion. To leave vacant land untaxed and
tax improvements, encourages the hold-
ing of land for a higher price, and limits
the amount of improvements, As a result
of such a system of taxation, slums grow
up In our great citles, and the Iarger
tracts of land become monopolized,

Stock speculation arises out of Invest-
ment on margin or option. It encourages
deceptive means of lowering or ralsing
the price of stocks. When the price Is
determined by the real value and the
dividend returns, then there would be
less opportunity for speculation, But
every dishonest means Is used to corner
the market and control the situation,
Speculation leads to the watering of
stocks and over-capitalization,

Speculation in land or stocks unsettles
the financial status of the country, Our
present high cost of living and stringency
of the money market find their chief cause
in excessive speculation, Kvery dollar
that is the reward of speculation and not
legitimately earned 18 a curse to the
owner and an injury to the nation, We
cannot get something In exchange for

belng dishonest to the other man. Specu-
Intion leads to ldleness, extravag and
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The power to control such corporations
implies the right to tax, build up or cast
down ¢ les as well as Individuals.

Immorality, 1t saps the moral strength
and Integrity of the nation, and places
the burden and loss on the wrong persons.
The people made wealthy by speculation
are soclal parasites, sucking the life and
energy out of the working man.

Questions.—If we buy a lot for $50 and
#ell It shortly afterwards for $200, is it
an honest deal? If so, who should share
the profit? Should the community have a
share? Wil the taxing of land at the
same rate, whether used or vacant, help
o lessen speculation? Would It be better
If the municipality owned all the land
within its territory? If we have an in-
dustry ylelding 12 per cent. dividend, is it
honest to double the capital and sell it
#0 It will yleld 6 per cent.? Should the
Inboring man receive that excessive divi-
dend as his share of the profits of indus-
try? Would profitsharing with labor
eliminate stock speculation?

CORPORATE DISHONESTY.

Corporations are composed of persons,
but when organized for economic pnr-

Corporations, therefore, seek to control
legislation and party machinery. They
also seek special favors—grants of money,
perpetuation or extension of franchises,
ete. It is a systematic exploitation of the
public and the natural resources of the
country under the protection of the gov-
ernment.

Which 18 preferable, to pay a small
group of capitalists one million dollars to
supply a city with light, water and trans-
portation, or the municipality to under-
take the responsibility at a minimum cost
to every citizen? Would public owner-
ship in state and municipality avoid this
spirit of graft? Will merely public super-
vision of private corporations eradicate
the opportunity of graft.

Every man elected to public office Is a
steward of public Interests in which the
ethics of stewardship are applicable. Our
present system of capitalism, and the
power of money in soclal life, leave the
men in public office open to severe temp-
tations to sell the rights of the country
for a personal return, To line our pockets
in the d of public duty is only

poses they become legally
Our former conception of honesty was
developed under the system of individual
rogponsibility. The new standard of hon-
esty must ask—who owns what is col-
lectively produced? Corporations, organ-
fzed for economic purposes, “have no
#souls,”” Many forms of corporate dishon-
esty are allowed which would be punish-
able on the basls of personal responsi-
bility, We need a new standard of hon-
esty that places the responsibility in the
right place, Corporations have grown up
#o rapldly in our industrial life that pub-
Il¢ morals and legislation have not yet
become adjusted. Who should be held
respongible for dishonest methods of a
corporation—the workman, shareholders
or the directors? It would be difficult to
unite a large group of absentee share-
holders to oppose a certain dishonest deal.
The directors have, therefore, large pow-
ers. But they claim they represent the
shareholders. Can a small shareholder,
who Invests honestly, be held responsible
for corporate dishonesty? We must put
the responsibility where it belongs, and
#o adjust legislation that offenders can be
punished. Crime is always personal, and
dishonesty must rest on the shoulders of
someone. Through legal Incorporation
the Government becomes responsible to
enforce corporate honesty. It should not
be left to the individual investor. A great
defect of the industrial system is the
divorcement of the industry itself from
the group of stockholders and directors.
The aim of the Industry is to serve the
publie. The purpose of a group of share-
holders is to make dividends. The ave-
rage sharoholders does not care whether
the public are honmestly served or the
workmen receive just wages. All forms
of dishonesty—cuts in wages, defective
goods—may be used to produce a large
dividend,

POLITICAL CORRUPTION.

Political corruption may be of three
kinds—graft in the purchasing depart-
ment of government, tampering with the
honor of the men In public office, and
tampering with the honor of individual
voters,

“Graft is the prostituting of public re-
wources, whether of power or of money,
to personal or class interests.” In a
democratic country the indifference of the
many voters throws the management of
public affairs into the hands of the few.
Politics becomes the business of a class
that grow expert in the manipulation of
public opinion, and the control of indi-
vidual voters. Graft is found most fre-
quently In the development of public
resources and utilities, e.g., rallways,
telegraph, telephone, water power, ete.

following the example of the Unjust Stew-
ard in Luke 16: 1-13. To-day corporations
and financial institutions use every means
—bribery, ete.—to control the vote of our
members of Parliament.

The form of political corruption that
concerns everyone is the bribery of the
individual voter. Our democratic form of
government rests on the sacredness of the
ballot. Franchise places upon the voter
the same duty of stewardship that is de-
manded of the men in public ofice. Fran-
chise is the political expression of per-
sonal character. When we place money
or other material gain before the free ex-
pression of character, and the social re-
sponsibility that rests upon us as part of
the social organism, we destroy the very
purpose of democracy. Bribery is poli-
tical suicide. It is the extinction of a self-
realizing unit of soclety. Democracy de-
mands that personality—not money nor
might—shall be the unit of political
strength. To sell our vote means to sell
our birthright for a mess of pottage.

‘Who is more responsible, the one that
bribes or the one bribed? What can the
Epworth Leaguers do to awaken a high
sense of honor and integrity in our young
men, 8o that they will never sell their
manhood? ‘What benefit would Referen-
dum, Initiative and Recall have on the
problem of political corruption? If a
b1l must be voted on by the people before
it becomes law, will this prevent the pur-
chase of legislation by interested parties?
By the principle of Recall, a legislator may
be forced to appeal to his constituency for
their verdict of his honesty and faithful-
ness. Will this prevent much bribery and
lobbying?

Realizing the Kingdom of God

1V. How May I Demonstrate in this
Day the Lordship of Christ?

John 15: 1-17.

Toric ¥or Firsr WEEK OF AUGUST.
MonNTHLY CONSECRATION MEETING,

Introduction: In the May, June and
July toplcs under this theme we dis-
cussed respectively the Kingdom of God,
the Fatherhood of God, and the Saviour-
hood of Christ, and our relation to them
here and now. In our topic for this
month, “How may I demonstrate in this
day the Lordship of Christ?’ we have
suggested the mflitancy of the Christian
life. To hold a bellef or conviction 1is
good, but In the final analysis the test
of the valldity and value of that belief
lies in this, how much does it contribute
to the unity and totality, the fullest
development of one's life, and, indeed, of




