
w<»u’d grade «lumber one in this market, which, commercially, 
is an almost unknown quality. Many here were aware ilia- 
experiments in growing winter varieties of wheat ha«! hem 
made in the great Canadian North West, but few were aware 
of the results. The samples excited a good deal of interest, 
ami several parties expressed a desire to own land produ-inc 
such a quality of grain.”

In looking for seed wheat suitable to the climate of South 
rrn Alberta “ Kansas Turkey Red” was selected as the wheat 
best filled for this country. A carload of i: was imported, it 
was sown and a nr tv variety of wheat was brought forth. The 
wheat grown here, under different climatic conditions, devel­
oped into a No. 1 hard, and has been given the name of “ Al­
berta Red ” That it is a superior quality of wheat is attested 
by the fact that wheat grown in Southern Alberta from this 
seed, in competition with winter wheat from all parts of the 
Vnitcd States, received the highest award, the gold and the 
bronze medals at the Portland Exposition held in 1'XiS.

Winter Wheat is now the leading crop of Southern A1 
herta's unirrigated lands. The expansion of winter wheat 
production in Southern Alberta constitutes one of the most 
far reaching Canadian agricultural developments of rece.it 
years. Never in the history of Canada has any single crop 
in any part of the country come to the front with such giant 
strides as has winter wheat in Southern Alberta. In 1**01 tne

area seeded to winter wheat was less than 500 acres In 1902 
it was very little over 1.000 acres: 1903. 3.500 acres: 1904. 
.<000 acres: 1905. 32.000 acres: 1906. 61,500 acres: in 1907. 
<4.000 acres: and in 190S. 104.500 acres

The district around Calgary is fairly representative of the 
whole of the winter wheat area of Southern Alberta. We 

nd there that the average yield of winter wheat since 1902 
has been: 19*C. 24 bushels per acre: 1903. 23*4 bushels per 
a ie: 19 i4. 28: bushels per acre: 1905. 32'4 bushels per acre. 
I'**». 2<> bushels per acre: and 1907. 21JS bushels per acre 
The average yield per acre for the whole of the United States 

f-»r the -amc years are as follows: 1902. 14*4 bushels per acre: 
1'#'3. 13 bushels per acre: 19.W. 12* j bushels per acre; 1905. 
14’.. bushels per acre: 19*16. 15!_• bushels per acre: and 1907. 
14 bushels per acre.

Average yields :u-\er do a country justice, because the 
sivr; crop of the poor, shiftless farmer cut* down the average 
yi« Id of his more wid«- awake and prosperous neighbor. And 
average yields are particularly unfair to Alberta, where not 
alone is the average greatly reduced t»v incompetent farmers 
(largely <0 through their ignorance of conditions and their 
calling), but because the country is new and much of the 
wheat is put in on ■ rs: breaking and poorly prepared ground

In the spring of 1905 Southern Alberta had an elevator 
capacity of 230.001 bushels, and a milling capacity of 450
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Traffic Bridge over an Irrigation Va11.il

23


