
is gone. Generation afl.^r generation has passed away who have

not lived to see this great day. Even since I have come to this

country I have to mourn the loss of one who was my colleague

in the House of Commons for many and many a day, who

brought the enthusiasm of his free Canadian heart to work for

the land of his fathers, the Hon. Chas. Devlin. Only those of us

who have the blood and history of the past burnt into our brains

know what the settiemciif of this question means to us, and 1

(!an only say, and say it reverently, that the dominating feeling

of Irishmen everywhere is one of humble thankfulness to

Almighty God that He has allowed so many of us to live to see

this day for which so many of our forefathers would have died.

When Ireland does, at last, take her place as a nation she

will turn with a glad smile to these great countries beyond the

seas; she will turn to each and every one of you and thank you

for the sympathy given to her in her hour of trial. And she

will pass her word, that word which has never been broken,

that freedom being granted she is yours, in any thing, hand in

tiand, in the advancement and development of the Empire

agamst the whole world. (Loud and continued applause).
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