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When an uuthor Avritos a piffuce to a fifth edition of his

book, he },'onoriilly phiinos himself on the Huccess wliich ,'i

lifth edition implies; but so fur from iii(hil.,qnj,' in any v\-

ultaney on tho subject, I confess that, were the folhmin.,'

pao-cs to be suljuiittetl to tiu; world for tho first time, I
should fear to publish them ; f.n- I feel there ar.- many
ainouf^ them unetpial to bear the test of a strict crititusm, if

considered as merely literary productions. At the same
time, I venture to beheve that, in this continued and
enlarged publication, some are sufficiently readable to save
me from the charge of presumption.

This volume is not put forth to court a new ceh.'brily.

It is ])ut a collection of compositions, most of them o/d iu

public favor; and though they are, therefore, almost beyond
the perilous pale of tho critic, still would I say a few words
to some who may read them for tho first time, divorced from
the music to Avhich they have been wedded.
In the first place, I would beg to remind the critic that

!i song, as a peculiar sort of composition, nmst n,, h*;

measured by ordinary rules of criticism. Tho song-writer
is limited within many bounds to which other writers are
not restricted. Tho song-writer's work nuist be within a
smali compass

; so far he must have the power of condens-
ing-a great quality, which if he possess, allowance ought


