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ideas were slowly but surely working their way
among the nations, and thus carrying forward the

divine plan. And as God was ordering their his-

toric position, so he was arranging the nations to

receive the influence they were to exert. Parallel

with them, during an important part of their history,

was the Medo-Persian power, under which flourished

those sects nearest in religious belief to the Hebrews
of any known to history. One of them, the world-

famed "Magi," sent its deputation to Palestine at

the birth of Christ. And when Jewish history

culminated in the advent of Jesus, God had ready
the one great empire of Rome, then the mistress

of the world. Thus it was that the unity of peoples

in one sovereignty made them, willing or unwilling,

God's messengers to spread speedily the story of the

cross over the inhabited earth.

And here, too, we find the reason for those

peculiar incidents which appear in the Scriptures.

These incidents are intended to be object-lessons.

Mere words would be forgotten. But facts with a
moral meaning in them would be remembered.
We cannot imagine any better way, or, indeed, any
other way, in which God could teach the primitive

tribes and nations. A fact, a striking occurrence, a

phenomenon singularly unlike any other, which
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