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enjoy the advantages of a iociety without per-
forming the duties which its laws cxa6l.

But though he agrees generally to the ])ro-
j)riety of this oath, he fnuls great fault with
nioft of the claules in it ; which he lays, " are
" mortifying to the Catholics, by obligino- them
'• to dilclaim certain oj)inions, there f|)ccified,.

" which their anceilors are llippofed to have
" entertained, and which fupj)olition is fidih
" and^ groundlefs." For thele " calumnious
" mifreprclentations" he afligns a realbn^
" that the legiflature was comj)oled of men
" who kne\\' Catholics only by vague rej)ort ;,

*' and hiw their princij)lcs disfigured in flyino-
*' flieets and j)amphlets ; or as they were.
" painted in times of general commotion, and
" great irritation, by men intereifed in fup-
" jM-eiilng Catholicity through political views ;
" or from the afperlions of Ibme clergymen,.
" who had abjured the Catholic communion."

^Vhether the laws againil: Papiils were of
too fanguinary a nature, I ihall not enquire, but
I believe our anceftors, wlio intnxluced thole-
claules into the oath, had good reafon.for that
precaution; and were certainly full as well
acquainted with the Catholic religion as we
can be. I'hey had fecn it in cverv pofilble:
lituation., H'ill the reign of llnn-i/tlic MIL
it was the cfcablifliGd church. At the refor-
mation, it was in a militant ilate, and in thedif-
pututiovis which took place, the minutel^ ar-
ticles were, thoroughly examined,. dilculTed.

audprobe.d to the UottcMi-i,. In [^niai Jlan/i.
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