
IX. PROVINCE OF MANITOBA. -The early history fcrms part of that of the -North-
»'West Territoties. If would bc well, however, if the materials would admit of if, tOý
'diVide Lhem froin the rest, and have-1. The papers relating espe(ýially to the events
:ýt Fort Garry; now Winnipeg, the capital of Manitoba Y- 2. Manitoba sinoe its erection
Into a Province in 1870.

X. THE DOMINION OF CANADA frOM 1867, the date of its being organized by the
'COnfedei--ation of the different Provinces.

The policy of organizing new Provinces, as flic --*,ýortli-West Territories become,
88ttied, has already Decossitated further divisions, which eannot bc oveiýlooked in

-d'Bvýising a system for tlie arrangernený 'of the Archives, so as to render them of the
eeatest benefit.

By an Order in Couneil, dated Sth May. 1882, tour Provisional Districts have
formed out of these territories. They are:ý .
1. DISTRICT oF ASSENIBOIA, with an ajýea ofabout 95,000 square miles.
2. DISTRICT OF SASKATCHEWAN, with an aroa of about 114,000 square miles.
8. DISTRICT OF UBERTA, With an area Of about 100,00 SqUare miles.
4. DISTRICT OP ATHABASCA, with an, area of about 122,000 square miles.
In order to complete i he collection of papers relating tO the history of British

Xorth America, it. seems desirable to make a. collection of those relati»L' to,
%WFOUNDLAND. The collection of nianuscripts in the British Museum is not Jýrge,
but they inclade the claims of Kirke and Sir George Calvert (afborwards LordBal-
tiniore), an arcoiint ofits se*tlement,> dated in 1676 ; accoants of the fishing trade so,
far back as 1615, up to 1706, not continuous ; with reinarks on the relations between
the French atid English, besidezi other intere8ting information. Such a collection
-Beems all the more desirable in view of the claims of France utider the Treaty of' 17F3.

These main divisions must be tmb-di vided so as to allow of the alinuai accumula-
latiOns being 8ystematically added to the shelves. I refýain for the present from.
making auy epoeial. suggestions as te the best mode to b,ý adopted in deuling-with this

tWore ' however, any determination is arrived at with respect, to larer
the important question ci' arrangement would requiré to bc most

From the:nàtuve of--the relations between tho Federal and Provincial Goverh-
nients, the latter have retained the documents relating to the histories of therespective Provinces previous to Confedoration, and also, of course, those Since that
-date. The papers towhich i nvestigators have occasion to refer are thus scattered in
ýthe Provincial Capitals. When an investigation is of a general nature, that is, one
relating to all Biitish North America, the great loss of finie is of consequence and
-tlie cost of consulting the various documents is largely ineremed, as compared 'withwhat it would be were a complete collection made as proposed in the petition of the
znthors and historians, by whom the subject was mo earnestly pressed in - 1870 on the
Parliamentof0anada. If lists of the records of the différent Provinces in the posses-
-8ion of thoir respective Governmonts were procurable, they wotild be ofthe greate6t
Iise lu proeeeding with the work of thiB branch, and would, assist very materiallY in
fumi8hing information to historical iuvestigators Who not unfý8qUentjy make in-

'qu.hies as to the existence and places of deposit of papers whicé tbey desire. to CO-8111t. The question of preparing such lists is one for the eonRid«atiOn Of the Pro-
Vincial Governments, but I may be, pardoned for referring to it in WS Report-

The policy of having one general collection of historical documents at the se t'.'Of:tbe Federal. Government-,and one special to ench Prôvince in eaôh Provincialpital is of importance fýoM varions f In resMt tO investigation&et points 0 viewnerai nature, all the_ota Re' documents should be togother, classified and accesaible, Eo
t4t, at the least Maible expense, those who deBire to study the pýaPers Télating tO
-the history of British North Amorita should be able to do go, withOlIt boing, com-
eled to make long and tedious jouxieys in search of the lolbmbti()n wantea. , on
Mê ether hand the records of eàch Province beiing In thé possesslôn, of 'thé Provincial
4ý0veýntnent are available fur the uge. of thm Who anly seek1o make a speciol
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