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TBI aviomioa. U
ittd d«Uili, from the iketeh forabhed to th* fleotdih Antlqiitfifli In

1785, and copied in th* ^hirtoric Annali of SootUnd. with an au-

thentication of ita general aoonnusj, on the authoritj of a correapon*

dent at whoae requeat the original had been iiupwsted in iti new Cum*

dian raliquary. In ita general form it moat nearly reaemblea the head

of the short epiMWpal oamhatU borne hj 8t. Luke, in the beautiftilly

lUominated Goapeb of BfaeDuman, m the Library at Lambeth PalaM.

whioh hare had the middle of the ninth eentnry aMigned aa their

dita.* It ia an eioeedingly aimple form, luggeatiTe of a primitive

age of art, and yet adorned with inch rleh and taateftil ikill aa to

eonatitute—apart from iU aingularly intereating hiatorioal aasocia'-

tions,—a raluable example of the workmanahip of the early age to

which it mtut be aaaig;ned, and of the primitire driliaation wlueh

,

followed in the wake of that Chriatianity taught by St. Fillan and

o^er Chriatian miasionariea, to the fint coaverti firom among th«

pagan CelUpf North Britain.

Thia an«ient Scottiah relie ia itill in the poaaeaaion of Alexander

Dewar, the lined repreaenUtiTC, in aU probability, of the faroored

follower of King Robert, to whom, according to no improbable tradi-

tion, it was confided on the field of Bannookbum, fire' hundred And

forty-fire years ago. Could the protection which the prejudicea and

itiperatition, no lesa than the national and family pride of earlier

gdierajtiona, secured for it as a sacred and chartered heirlooni, bo

guaranteed to it u»iider the charge of a Canadian yeoriu^ its fittest

^lace would still be in the keepmg of the Dewars, to whole custody it

waa entrusted, under such remarkable droumstances, and who have

"been, through poverty and exile, faithful to their trust. But remoral

from Strathfillan to the clearings of the New "World has broken the

eharm. It only remains in the keeping of its present custodier be-

cause no one has hitherto been found able or wUling to pay the price,

he demands for the precious relic ; and it is earnestly to be desired

that, ere it is too late, it should be secured witUn the safe keeping of

one of our great national collections, before, as apprehended by its

former describer in 1786, it " find a ready passage to the^^nelting

pot;" or, like the dmsnments which accompanied it to Canada, it

perish in some chance conflagration, such as yearly consume hundreds
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