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In the cortrte of my »<Mro.. I nhM, I think, U Mo to •how that within

theM eight Bhort yuftnTof the exiatence of our <lioc«Be a very great work

haa been accoini.li.he<l. I «loiibt, imlee.l, jf any .ii.iceae can ahow a more

atiafactory rocora. 1 rtouLt if any .liiKJcae cair ahow a htrgrr pn>,Hjr'

tioHutr inereatr iii,tho nuinlwr «f clergy an«l church buihlinga. I doubt if

any .lioceae can narrate aucii tales of euriuMni'iu, and dfvotion on the part

of theme wlo pros* together to hoar the wonl of ( Jo<l. men and women who

will travel milua and milea over rougli UnUaten roada in order to hoar a

few words from the lipa of an ordained miniater, t<» join in the l>cautiful

ervicea of our church, or to have an infant baptized. I doiit>t if any

diocese has a larger propf)rtion of earneat «o.l-»eeking ijersons than tUoae

' which usually form the congregations in the backwojxls of Algoma.

Before 1[ tell a word of what I have to tell-lgt me b.)ldly put the quei-

tion to the conscience ».f all present, .W/d-V/M- aettiug apart iifthU Mimonary

DioctHt of Algmna brfti a mUtake ? (Jan any Christim man or (Miriatian

woman conscientiously say that the setting apart of this vast district was

an erroneuuo 'act\ that it tifre iMer if it had nn-er tietn dove / If so, let me

know the reason why.
.

Pv. you say that it were better thr,^ infantH brought by their devoted ,

parents through swamp and bush some ten or twenty miles \o receive the

holy rite of baptism, hiul never been baptized ? Do you say it were Imtter

that rail full of eundidate* for conArmittion had never felt the Bishiop's

hand on their hea<l ? Do you say it were better those nick aijd dyituj \m\

never been vjsited ? Do yrou say it were letter that those persons who

through the ministrations of our clergy have Insen brought ta a hwidedgt

•

of th°one and only .Vrtwoio—had never been taught ? Do you say it were

better thatiho piteous cry of the Indians for » missiooary to be sent to

them had not been attended to ? \ * "
,
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If the Diocese of Algoma had not lieen set apart, how wouhl theM ptraonn

have been minifterHl to, how would theii- spiritual wants have been supplied ?

Toroido alme could not have done it. Surely for a work like this it were

bettor that eight Diorexes ahmUl unite and each furnish its ijuota than that

the burden should all rest on the shoul.lers of one. Even now it is uni-

versillv allowed that nut ha'f the wiirkis 'iel accoMpliiihed th&i reijuires to

be done, and how would it have lM)en if during the past eight years there

hatlbeeh'no fli i/iop to plead the cause of these poor settlers and Indians,

and no special organization for the establishment of our Church in, their

midst?' . . .
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. but to'proceed :— : ; ^^' ,w-. „^
Our Diocese embraces an areaof 800 miles inlength and from 150 to2TO

miles in width. It takes in the Muskoka and Tarry Sound districts, and

extends northWanl, t<. the [heigh* of land above Lake Superior. Over

this immense tract we have at present Ji/lem mixxiohariex at work, each of

them With one centrarpost and from four, live, eight, or ten out-statiolis.

Many of them are iissistwl in their lalwurs by lay readers who were duly

licenced for their work by our late Bishop. Wo have also as many to
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