
wtth no pow«r of direct uxwton. On-
ly 9641,000 witU wtiich to laco tiio

Ituation RDd Kut tor tho poapio ol

die different cuuntien rditway

(olIiileM where tneru weru nuuu,

bridle*, wbere tbe brldgei bad tuiuoi-

•d down, and road*, wbere tbe ruadt

were very bad. Tbe<te are '.be lauu
that we have to consider in order to

form a Judgment on tbe probluni wnicb
oonHronted tbeae men at tbU time. 1

have been amuied at tbe talk 1 ultcii

bear about tbe tbliigii wu ought to du.

Wlli anyone euggeat how the»o

tMng are to be accompllnthed

Without money? Here they stood

wHh only $641,000 of revenue

to (ace all the problems that

bad to be met at ths time. They faced

them, and whan the history of Nova

Scotia is written we will be able to

appreciate the financial ability of Mr.

Fielding, both aa perUlnlng to the

finances of Nova Scotia and to the

finances of ti Dominion of Canada.

only a man of "unual courage would

bare proceeded w ith railway construc-

tion under such circumstances. Dur-

ing this period the Dominion Gov-

ernment did assist somewhat, I would

give them credit for what they did In

aiding railway nonstructlon In Nova

Scotia. They built (our sections of

road. The section of 86 miles from

Oxford Jet to Stellarton; the section

from Sydney to Point Tapper, 96

miles, (althouRh there wore '^iroum-

Btances In connection with that sec-

tion which perhaps would not gfive

them as much credit as appears on

the surface); then there wa., a sec-

tion of 20 miles from Annapolis to

Dlgby, the so-called "Missing Link;"

and In 1894 ;hay built a short section

from Windsor Junction to Dartmouth

in the county of Halifax. In other

•words the Dominion Government un-

dertook the construction of 216 miles

of railroad during the period of

the Fielding administration, wr.''

during the same period the Prf vine.

OovRmment subsidized companies to

build 159 miles, at a cost to the Pro-

vince of $368,688, and towards which

Federal su^aldies amounting to S^^^•-

248 were g.ven. This closes the chap-

ter of the Fielding administration and

It was a good chapter In the history

of railway construstlon in the Prov-

ince, when we consider the limited

revenue and all the other difficulties

IncMent to the period.

Now we come to the fifth and last

rcriod in the history of railway con-

struction . that from 1896 to the

present time, and I regard this as

tao great period o( railroad con-

ttr.irtxn in the Irovince. Prior to

tniii lericu toe tro/'nce bad been

Mildlc't with a constderal.'.e amount
bi debt on account o( tbe rradk cun-

btructcd which otisct somewbut tbs

Incrrasi.^ revenue. Vrhen Mr. Meld-

ing started in tbe de/elopment ul

hn railway ,olicy, thj revenue oi

tho Province, as has already beei.

KtH.ed, Aai only $541,000. la 189t:

tt uad IncieaHed to 1841,000, so that

wbvn we came to tbs period under
consideration we had a considerably

larger revenue but ro oflset thu
there was an indebtedness incurred

on accounts of ronds, bridges and
raiJwavi. Now Mr. M.rray faced the

ituatioi as it was at that time.

•'olUiwing out tbe same policy which
ii.-'.d never been changed from tbe

ttaie of Confederation d.wn to tbe

present da> , be sought tr. secure the

coistrii'tion o( rriilways by means of

"orapanies, which wa^ the proper

metho'l under the circumstftnces. I

r.a>e read tbe statement rrade by a
wfmher of this House that t^e Llb-

.'ral Government had never built n
mite of railway. It Is true thit the

pr-licy of thi'.i r.o/ernment had been
to secure tbe building of railways by
comianles, but the companies were
.iided, encouraged and promoted by
the Provincial Adinlnistritirn. In

tUs rerlol there was built by com-
panies under ProTlnclal aid, and
with aid from the Federal Treasury,

4ir) miles of road, involving an out-

lay of $.5,159,374, on the part of

the Province, and an outlay of $2,-

359,374.76 as Federal subsidies. There

was no Federal construction except

the railways undertaken in the Pro-

vince which brought about th« <11b-

cUFsion todav. These additional

roads whicb were provided for had

a mileage amounting to 213 miles,

•vh'ih whpn completed would ma''e a

total of ')28 miles for the perlol.

Thr approxim.ite co^t ot the prelect-

ed roads would he $»;. fill. 000. Thip la

a Ermm.irv so to sPeak, nf thfl Ms-
tovy of ra'lwftv con'^tiuct'on In the

Provinre of Nova Scotia since Con-
federation, and brine"? us to the net

result as shown by the table follow-

lnj»;

1 have taken the trouble to ascer-

tft'n the railway mlleacie In eacb

County, the nnmber of snuare miles

of .irea embraced In each County,

anl the number of miles of railway


